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Remembrancer. 



Proceedings oftbi Provincial Congrefs 
of Georgia. 

GEORGIA. 

AT a Provincial Congrefs, held, 
agreeable to appointment, at 
Tondee's long room at Savannah, on 
the fourth day of July, 1775, and con- 
tinued from day to day, the following 
perfons were returned duly elected, 
viz. 

Town and diflritt of Savannah: 
Archibald Bulloch, Noble Wimberly 
Jones, Jofeph Haberfham, Jonathan 
Bryan, Ambrofe Wright, William 
Young, John Glen, Samuel Elbert, 
John Houftoun, Oliver Bowen, John 
M'Cluer, Edward Telfair, Thomas 
Lee, George Houfloun, Jofeph Rey- 
nolds, John Smith, William Ewen, 
John Martin, Dr. Zubly, William 
Bryan; Philip Box, Philip Allman, 
William O'Bryan, Jofeph Clay, Setn 
John Cuthbert. 

Diftritt of Vennonburgh : Jofeph 
Butler*, Andrew Elton Wells, Mat- 
thew Roche jun. 

- Diilrift of Afton : David Zubly, 
Bafil Cowper, William Gibbons. 

Sea Iilands diitritt : CoL Deveaux, 
Col. De Le Gall, James Bulloch, John 
Morel, John Bohun Gerreadicu, John 
Barnard, Robert Gibfon. 

Diftrift of Little Ogachte : Fraud* 



Henry Harris, Jofeph Gibbons, James 
Robertfon.* 

Parifh of St. Matthew : John Stirk, 
John Adam Treutlen, George Wal- 
ton, Edward Jones, Jacob Waldhauer, 
Philip Howell, Ifaac Young, Jenkin 
Davis, JohnMorel, John Fieri, Charles 
M'Kay, Chriftopher Cramer. 

Pariih of St. Philip : Col. Butler, 
William Le Conte, William Max- 
well, James Maxwell, Stephen Dray- 
ton, Adam Fowler Brifbane, Luke 
Mann, Hugh Bryan. 

Parifh of St. George : Henry Jones, 
John Green, Thomas Burton, Wil- 
liam Lord, David Lewis, Benjamin 
Lewis, James Pugh, John Fulton. 

Pariih of St. Andrew : Jonathan 
Cochran, William Jones, Peter Tar- 
lin,Lachlan M'Intoih, William M'In- 
toih, George Threadcraft, John We- 
reat, Roderick M'lntofh, John Wi- 
therfpoon, George M'lntofh, Allan 
Stuart, John M'lntofh, Raymond 
Demere. 

Parifh of St. David: Seth John. 
Cuthbert, William Williams, fen. 

Parifh of St. Mary : Daniel Ryan. 

Pariih of St. Thomas : John Roberts* 

Pariih of St. Paul : John Walton, 
Jofeph Maddock*, Andrew Burns, 
Robert Rae, James Rae, Andrew 
Moore, Andrew Barney, Leonard 
Marbury. 

3 Pariih 
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Parirtl of St. John; James Screven, 
Nathan Brownfon, Daniel Roberts, 
John Baker, fen. John Bacon, fen. 
James Maxwell, Edward Ball, Wil- 
liam Baker, fen. William Bacon, jun. 
John Stevens, John Winn, ien. 

Thole ;m\arked'**/&i : fcji^ : taking 
their feats'/* • ' \** # " ... 

AR$i|ij|*£D.$VCi6efc^fj$jbe- 
Ing j*<Jpfctec£ai fcrefiient; * wis* un'ani-* 
moufly elected ; and George Wal- 
ton, Efq; being propofed as Secre- 
tary, was alfo unanimoufly elected. 

The Congress then adjourned to 
the meeting-houfe of the Rev. Dr. 
Zubly, where he preached a fermon 
upon the alarming Hate of American 
aft airs. 

The Congrefs being returned, a 
motion was made and feconded, that 
the thanks of this Congrefs be given 
to, the Rev. Dr. Zubly, for the ex- 
cellent fermon he preached this day 
to the Members, which being una- 
nimoufly agreed to, it was ordered, 
that Bafil Cowper, Jofeph Clay, John 
Houftoun, John Glen, and George 
Houfloun, Efqrs. be a committee for 
that purpofe. 

Wednefday, 5th July, 1775. A 
motion was made and fbcorided, that 
this Congrefs apply to h}s Excellency 
the Governor by meflage, requefting 
him to appoint a day of failing and 
prayer throughout this province, on 
account of the difputes fubfifting be- 
tween America and the Parent State; 
which being unanimoufly paired in the 
affirmative, it was ordered, that Dr. 
Zubly, William Young, Jofeph Clay, 
Stephen Drayton, and William Max- 
well, be a committee for that purpofe. 

COPY of the MESSAGE. 
May it pleafeyour Excellency y 
THE Provincial Congrefs, deeply 
concerned at the prefent alarming ftate 
of affairs, and the dhTrefles of Ame- 
rica, humbly requeft that your Ex- 
cellency would appoint a day-.of fail- 
ing and prayer lo^be obferved through- 



out this province, that ahaj^yrecdn- 
ciliation may foon take place between 
America and the Parent State, and 
that, under the aufpicious reign of his 
Majefty and his defendants, both 
countries mayremain united, virtuous, 
free, and happy, till time fhall be no 
more. 

By order of the Congrefs, 
Archibald Bulloch, Prefident. 

The Prefident being informed by 
the meflenger, that John Jamiefon 
and John Simpfon, Efqrs. were in 
waiting, and deftred to be admitted,- 
which being agreed to, they were de- 
fired to walk in. They then produ- 
ced and^delivered in to the Prefident 
a paper, containing feveral refolutions 
entered into by a number of perfons, 
inhabitants of the town of Savannah, 
which was ordered to be read, and is 
as follows, viz. 

AT a meeting of feveral of the in- 
habitants of the town of Savannah, at 
Mrs. Cuyler's,on h riday the thirteenth 
of June, 1775, John Mullryn£, 
Efq; in the chair ; Jofeph Clay, James 
Moflman, Rev. Mr, J, J. Zubly, John 
Simpfon, Noble Wimberly Jones, John 
Jamiefon, William Mofs, John Glen, 
, Jofiah Tattnell, John Graham, Lewis 
Johntton, William Yonge, Richard 
Wylly, Andrew M'Lean, Bafil Cow. 
per,' Philip Moore, George Houfloun, 
Jofeph Butler, James Read, Thomas 
Ried, William Panton, James Edward 
Powell, William Struthers, Alexander 
M'Gowen, John C. Lucena, Thomas 
Sherman, J. N*. Faming, Levi Sheft- 
all, Charles Hamilton, George Spen- 
cer, WilliamBrown,jun> Francis Cour- 
voizie, James Anderfon, 

'Whereas public confufions and grie- 
vances are much increafed by private 
difTenfions and animofities, 

Refolved, therefore, n. c. That we 
will ufe our utmoft endeavours to' pre- 
ferve the peace and good order of this 
province, and that no perfon, behav- 
inghimfelf peaceably, and inoffenuve- 
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Jy„ fhall be moh&td in his perfon or 
property, or even in his private fenti- 
ments, while he exprefles them with 
decency, and without any illiberal re- 
flections upon others. 

Whereas the acls for railing a per- 
petual revenue in America, and all 
the meafures ufed to enforce thefe acls, 
are not partial, but general grievances, 
e.nd it is more likely that reorefs be ob- 
tained by the joint endeavours of all 
who may think thefe acts unconftitu- 
tional, or oppreffive, than by any mea- 
fure that might be taken fingly by in- 
dividuals, Therefore Refolved, That 
it is the opinion of this Meeting, (as a 
proper meafure to be purfued, becaufe 
the General Allembly is not now fit- 
ting, from whom an application to the 
Throne mud be very proper, and as 
no time fhould be loft) that a humble, 
dutiful, and decent petition, be ad- 
drefTed to his Msjefty, exprefllve of 
the fenfe, apprehenfions, and feelings, 
of all fuch as may chufe to fubfenbe 
fuch a petition, which it is hoped will 
be done by every man in the province ; 
and it is therefore the wiih of this 
Meeting, that fuch a meafure may be 
adopted by the Provincial Congrefs, 
intended to be held on Tuefday next, 
the fourth of July. 

- Refolved, That the interefl of this 
province isinfeparablefrom the mother 
country, and all the filler colonies, and 
that to feparate themfelves from the 
latter would only be throwing diffi- 
culties in the way of its own relief, and 
that of the other colonies, and juftly 
incurring the refentment of all thofe 
to whofe diftrefs our difunion might 
caufe an addition. 

Refolved, That this province ought, 
and it is hoped will forthwith join the 
other provinces, in every juft and legal 
meafure, to fecure and reflore the li- 
berties of all America, and for heal- 
ing the unhappy divisions now fub- 
fifting between Great-Britain and her 
Colonies. 
Refolved, That the proceedings of 



this Meeting be laid before the Pro- 
vincial Congrefs onTuefday the fourth 
day of July next, and that Mr. Jamie- 
fon and Mr. Simpfon do wait upon 
them with the fame, as recommended 
to them by this Meeting. 

By order of the Meeting, 

JOHN MULLRYNE. 

A motion was made and {econded, 
that the paper above mentioned do 
lie upon the table for the perufal of 
the Members, which being carried the 
fame was ordered to lie upon the table 
accordingly. 

A motion was made and feconded, 
that this Congrefs do put this province 
upon the fame footing with our Sifter 
Colonies, which being put, it was or- 
dered, that it be taken into conside- 
ration to-morrow morning. 

Thurfday, 6th July, 1775. The 
order of die day being read, the fame 
was talfcen into confideration, and af- 
ter feme deliberation it was unani T 
moufly 

1. Refolved, That this province 
will adopt and carry into execution 
all, and fingular the meafures and re- 
commendations of the late Continen- 
tal Congrefs. 

2. Refolved, In particular, That 
we, in behalf of ourfelves andourconx 
ftitucnts; do adopt arid approve of the 
American Declaration or'BillofRights, 
published by the late Continental Con-L 
grefs, and alio of their feveral Refolves 
made in confequence of fome infrac- 
tions thereof. 

3. That from and after this day we 
will not receive into this province any 
goods, wares, or merchandize, ihip- 
ped from Great-Britain or Ireland, or 
from any other place, any fuch goods, 
wares, or merchandizes, as fhall have 
been exported from Great-Britain or 
Ireland ; nor will we import' any Eaft- 
India tea from any part of the world; 
nor any melafTes, fytups, paneles, cof- 
fee, or pimento, from theBritim. plan- 
tations, or from Dominica ; nor wines. 

B \ froiji, 
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From Madeira or the Weftern Iflands, 
nor foreign indigo. 

4. That we will neither import or 
purchafe any flave imported from Af- 
rica, or elfewhere, after this day. 

5. 4 s ^ hon-confumpuon agree- 
ment, ftriclly adhered to, will be ah 
effectual fecurity for the obfervation 
of the non-importation, we, as above, 
folemnly agree and affociate, that, 
from this day, we will not purchafe 
or ufe any tea imported on account of 
the Eaft-India Company, or any on 
which a duty hath or ihall be paid; 
and we will not purchafe or ufe any 
Eaft-India tea whatever; nor will we, 
nor fhall any perfon for or under us, 
purchafe any of thefe goods, wares, or 
merchandize, we have agreed not to im- 
port, which we fhall IpiQw, orhavecaufe 
to fufpeft were imported after this day. 

6. The earneft defire we Ipfeve not 
to injure our fellow fubjefts in Greaf- 
Britain and Ireland, and the Weft- 
Indies, induces us to fufpend a non- 
exportation until the tenth day of Sep- 
tember 1775, at which time, if the 
acls, and parts of ads, of the Britifh 
Parliament, herein after-mentioned, 
are not repealed, we will not, direttly 
or indireclly, export any merchandize 
or commodity whatfoever, to Great- 
Britain, Ireland, or the Weft-Indies, 
except rice to Europe. 

7. Such as are merchants, and ufe 
the Britifh and Irifh trade, will give 
orders as foon as poflible to their fac- 
tors, agents, and correfpondents, in 
Great-Britain and Ireland, not to fhip 
any goods to them, on any pretence 
Whatever, as they cannot be received 
in this province ; and if any merchant 
refiding in Great-Britain or Ireland 
{hall, dire&ly or indirectly, fhip any 
goods, wares, or merchandize, for 
America, in order to break the faid 
non-importafion agreement, or in any 
manner contravene the fame, on fuch 
unworphy cpndudl being well attefted, 
it ought to be ma$le publick, and, on 
the iame being fo done, we will not 



from thenceforth have any commer- 
cial connedlions with fuch merchant. 

8., That fuch as are owners of vef- 
fels will give pofitive orders to their 
captains or mafters not to receive oh 
board their veflels any goods prohibi- 
ted by the faid non-importation agree- 
ment, on pain of immediate diimif- 
fion from their fervice. 

9. We will ufe our utmoft endea- 
vours to improve the breed of fheep^ 
and encreafe their numbers to the 
greateft extent ; and to that end we 
will kill them as fparingly as may be, 
efpecially thofe of the nioft profitable 
kind ; nor will export any to the Weft- 
Indies or elfewhere ; and thofe of us 
who are or may become overftocked 
with, or can conveniently fpare any 
fheep, will difpofe of them to our 
neighbours, efpecially to the poorer 
fort, on moderate terms. 

10. That we will in our feveral na- 
tions encourage frugality, oeconomy, 
and induftry; and promote agricul- 
ture, arts, and the manufactures of . 
Britifh America, efpecially that of 
wool; and will difcountenance and dis- 
courage every fpecies of extravagance 
and diffipation, efpecially horfe-racing, 
and every kind of gaming, cock-fight- 
ing, exhibitions ot fhews, plays, and 
other expennve diverfions and enter- 
tainments; and, on the death of any 
relation or' friend, noneofiis, or any 
of our families, will "go into any far- 
ther mourning drefs than a black crape 
or ribbon on the arm or hat for Gen- 
tlemen, and a black ribbon and neck- 
lace for Ladies; and we will difcori- 
tinue the giving Tof gloves and fcarfs 
at funerals. 

1 1 . That fuch as are venders of 
goods or merchandize will not take 
advantage of the fcarcity of goods that 
may be occasioned by this Ailbciatibn, 
but will fell the fame at the' rates we 
have been refpeftively accuftomed to 
do for twelve months laft paft; and if 
any vender of goods or merchandize, 
ihall fell ^any fuch goods or merchan- 
dize 
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4izc on higher terms, or (hall in any 

manner, or by any device whatsoever, 
violate or depart from this agreement, 
no perfon ought, nor will any of us 
ideal with any fuch perfon, or his or 
her faftor or agent, at any time there- 
after, for any commodity whatever. 

12. In cafe any merchant, trader^ 
or other perfons, mall attempt to im- 
port any goods or merchandize into 
this province, after this day, the fame 
fhall be forthwith fent back again, 
without breaking any of the packages 
thereof. 

i 3. That a committee be chofen in 
every town, diftrift, and parifh, with- 
in this province, by thofe who pay to- 
wards the general tax, whofe bufinefs 
it (hall be attentively to obferve the 
conduct of all perfons touching this af- 
fociation, and, when itfhallbe made 
appear, to the fatisfailion of a ma- 
jority of any fuch committee, that any 
perfon, within the limits of their ap- 
pointment, has violated this afTociation, 
that fuch majority do forthwith caufe 
the truth of the cafe to be publiihed 
in the Gazette, to the end that all 
Fuch foes to the rights of Britifh Ame- 
rica may be publickly known, and 
univerfally contemned as the enemies 
of American' liberty, and thenceforth 
we will break off all connections with 
Jiim or her. 

14. That a committee of corres- 
pondence to this province' do fre- 
quently infpedl the entries of the Cuf- 
tom-Houfe, and inform the com- 
mittees of the other colonies which 
have acceded to the continental affo- 
fciation, from time to time, of tjie true 
Hate thereof, and of every other ma- 
terial circumftance that may occur re- 
lative to this afTociation. 

15. That all manufactures of this 
province be fold at reafonable prices, 
fo that no undue advantage be taken 
of a future fcarcity of goods. 

1 6. And we do further agree and 
refotve, that we will have no trade, 
commerce, dealings, or intercourfe 



wjiatfoever, with any colony or proj 
vince in North-America which mall 
not accede to, or fwhich mall here r 
after violate this AfTociation, but will 
hold them as unworthy of the rights 
of freemen, and as inimical to the li- 
berties of their country. 

And we do folemnly bind ourfelves 
and our condiments, under the ties of 
virtue, honour, and love of our coun- 
try, to adhere to this afTociation, until 
fuch parts of the feveral aits of par- 
liament, pailed fince the clofeof the 
laft war, as impofe or continue duties 
upon tea, wines, melafles, fyrups, 
paneles. coffee, fugar, pimento, in- 
digo, foreign paper, glafs, and paint- 
ers colours, imported into America, 
and extend the powers of the Admiral- 
ty Courts beyond their ancient limits, 
deprive American fubjefts of trial by 
Jury, authorize the J udges certificate 
to indemnify the profecutor from da- 
mages that he might othenvife be lia- 
ble to from a trial by his peers, require 
oppreffive fecurity from claimants of 
mips or goods feized before he is al- 
lowed to defend his property, are re- 
pealed ; and untill that part of the a& 
of the 12. Geo. 3. ch. 24. entitled* 
*' An Art for the better iecuring hi* 
tylajefty's dock - yards, magazines, 
mips, ammunition, and ftores," by 
which any perfon charged with com- 
mitting any of the offences therein de- 
fcribed in America may be tried with* 
in any fhire or county within the 
realm, is repealed ; and until the four 
ails paffed in the laft feflion of Parlia- 
ment, viz. That for flopping the port 
and blocking up the harbour of Bof. 
ton — that for altering the charter an£ 
government of the MafTachufettiBay— 
and that which is entitled, " An ail; 
for the better adminiftration, &C."— 
and that for extending the limits of 
Quebeck, &c. are repealed ; and until 
the two ads parted in the prefent fef- 
fion of Parliament, the one entitlei, 
" A bill to reftrain the trade and 
commerce of the Colonies of New Jer^. 

fey, 
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ley, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virgi- 
nia, and South-Carolina, to Great- 
Britain, Ireland, and the Britifli If- 
lands in the Weft-Indies, under cer- 
tain conditions and limitations," and 
the other, " An aft commonjy called 
the fifhery bill." 



Friday, 7th July, 1775. The fol- 
lowing is his Excellency's Anfwer to 
the MefTage of this Congreis- 

To Stephen IQrayton, Efq; and the 
other Gentlemen who waited on 
the Governor. 
Gentlemen, 
I HAVE taken the opinion of his 
Majelly's Council relative to the re- 
queit made by the Gentlemen who 
have aiTembled together by the name 
of a Provincial Congrefs, and muft 
premife, that I cannot confider that 
meeting as conjtitutional : but, as the 
fequeft is exprcflfed in fuch loyal and 
dutiful terms, and the ends propofed 
being fuch as every good man mufl 
moft ardently wifli for, I will certain- 
ly appoint a day of fafting and prayer 
to be obferved t throughout this pro- 
vince. 
Savannah, the-jtb,^ WRTfiHT 

A motion was made and feconded, 
that the thanks of this Congrefs be 
civen to his Excellency the Governor 
Kir his anfwer to the meflage of this 
Congrefs, and his ready compliance 
.with their requeft; which being put^ 
Imanimoafly pafted in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That Dr. Zubly, John 
Smith, and Jofeph Clay, be a Com- 
mittee for that purpofe. 

A motion was made and feconded, 
that £ve perfons be chofen to repre- 
sent this province in the Continental 
Congrefs appointed to be held at the 
city of Philadelphia on the 10th of 
May laft, and the. qpeftion being put, 
jt paiTed unanimoufly in the affirma- 
tive. 

The Congrefs then proceeded to the 



choice, when John Houftoun and Ar- 
chibald Bulloch, Efqrs. the Rev. Dr. 
Zubly, Noble Wimberly Jones and 
Lyman Hall, Efqrs. were duly elect- 
ed. 

Dr. Zubly expreflcd his furprize at 
being chofen, and faid that he thought 
himfelf, for many reafon.s, a very im- 
proper perfon ; but the choice was in- 
filled u^on, and the Do&of declared 
he would by no means go unlcfs he 
had the approbation of his r ra- 

tion ; whereupon Noble v ., ■ -iy 
Jones and John Houftoun, Lfqrw re 
appointed to requeft their con it: t. 

A motion was made and feconded, 
that a fecret committee be appointed, 
which being agreed to, it was imoIv- 
ed, that the prefident do nom;. -.te 
feven perfons to be that committee ; 
whofe bufinefs it fhall be to be vigilant 
and active in tjie difcovery of all mat- 
ters which may affect the publick ; and 
that they fhall Jiave r ig nt t0 l a ) r a U 
fuch intelligence and information be- 
fore the Prefident of this Congrefs 
while fitting, and in its recefs before 
the Prefident of the Council of Safety, 
in order that the evil deigns of wick- 
ed men may be early frultrated. 

A motion was made and feconded, 
that the Congrefs do petition the King 
upon the prefent unhappy fituauon of 
affairs', which being agreed to, it was 
ordered that Dr. Zubly do prepare and • 
bring in the fame. 

A motion was made and fecoflded, 
that a letter be forthwith wrote to the 
Prefident of the Continental Congrefs, 
giving him an account of the proceed- 
ings of this Congrefs, which being 
agreed to, it was ordered that Dr. 
Zubly^ Jdttn Smith, William Young, 
William Le Conte, and William Gib- 
bons, Efqrs. be a Committee for that 
purpofe. 

John Walton, Efq. who was elect- 
ed as well for Wrightfborough Town- 
fhipas for the town and diftri&of Au- 
guila, came in and took his feat for 
tfce former., 

Af motion 
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A motidli was made and feconded, 
that an addrefs beprefentedtohis Ex- 
cellency the Governor by this Con- 
gress, which being agreed to, it was 
ordered, that DK Zubly, Bafil Cow- 
per, John Walton, Jofeph Clay, and 
Edward Telfair, be a Committee to 
draw up the fame, 

Saturday, 8th July, 1775. Re- 
folved, That this Congrefs are of opi- 
nion that the paper delivered into this 
Congrefs on the fecond day of its meet- 
ing ought not to have been entitled or 
drefleain the form of refolves, but ra- 
ther as recommendations,* or in nature 
Of a petition or addrefs to this Con- 
grefs. 

Refolved, neverthelefs, from the 
defire this Congrefs hath to promote 
union and concord among ourfelves, 
and as it does not appear that the faid 
paper was intended to be confidered 
as coming from a diltinct or indepen- 
dant body, That therefore the matter 
contained in the fame (being fuch as 
is in the general agreeably to us) mail 
be duly confidered and attended to* 

A motion was made and Seconded, 
that afumnot exceeding ten thoufand 
pounds fterling be provided to defray 
the neceflary fervkes of this province 
in the prefent alarming and diitratted 
ftate of affairs, which paflbd unani- 
moufly in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made and fe- 
conded, that the Congrefs rcfolve it- 
felf into a Committee of the whole, to 
confider of ways and means for raifing 
and finking the faid funxof ten thou- 
fand pounds fterling, which being 
agreed to, the Congrefs refolved it- 
feif into a Committee accordingly. 

The Prefident having refumed the 
chair, Mr. Clay from the Committee 
of the whole Congrefs reported, that 
they had entered upon the confidera- 
tion of ways and means, had made fome 
progrefs therein, and defired leave to 
fit again. 

The Prefident reported to the Con- 
grefs, that he had, in obedience to the 



refolution of ycflerday, nominated li- 
ven perfons to be a Secret Commit- 
tee. 

Dr. Zubly, who was ordered to pre- 
pare and bring in a petition to his Ma- 
jefty, reported that he had done fo, and 
produced a paper containing the fame, 
which he delivered into the Prefident, 
and the faid paper being read and ap- 
proved of, it was refolved that the Pre- 
fident do fign the fame. 

A motion was made and feconded* 
that a Committee of intelligence be 
appointed, which being agreed to, it 
was ordered, that William Young, 
David Zubly, Stephen Drayton, Da- 
niel Roberts, John Glen, Edward 
Telfair, William Ewen, Jofeph Clay, 
and George Walton, Eiqrs. be that 
Committee. 

William Young, Efq, pf the Corrw 
mittee appointed to write a letter ta 
the Prefident of the Continental Con- 
grefs, reported, that they had done fiv 
and delivered a paper in to the Pre- 
fident containing the fame, which 
being read and approved of, it was 
refolved, that the Prefident do figa 
the fame, and that it be forthwith 
fent. 

Monday, 10th July, 1775. The 
following refolves were unanimoufljr 
entered into : 

WHEREAS, by the unrelenting 
fury of a defpotick Minifby, with a. 
view to enforce the moft oppreffive acts 
of a venal and corrupted Parliament, 
an army of mercenaries under an un- 
feeling Commander has actually began 
a civil war in America: and whereas 
the apparent iniquity and cruelty of 
thefe deltruttive meaiures have how- 
ever had this good effeel, to unite men 
of ail ranks in the common caufe : 
and whereas to confult on means of 
fafety, and the method of obtaining 
redrefs, the good people of this pro- 
vince of Georgia have thought proper 
to appoint a Provincial Congrefs : the 
Delegates met at the faid Congrefs, 
now aflembled from every part of the 
province, 
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province, befides adopting the refo- 
liitions of the late Continental Con- 
grefs, find it prudent to enter into fuch 
other refolutions as may bell exprefs 
their own fenfe, an(J the fenfe of their 
conltituents, on the prefent unhappy 
fituation of things, and therefore 
thought fit arfd neceflafy to refolve as 
follows : 

Refolved, That we were torn free, 
have all the feelings of men, and are 
entitled to all the natural rights of 
mankind. 

Refolved, That by birth 6t incor- 
poration 'we are all Britons,* and what- 
ever Britons may claim as their birth- 
rights is alfo ours. 

Refolved, That in the Britifh Em- 
pire, to which we belong, the con- 
ilitution is fuperior to every man, or 4 
fetof men, whatever, and that it is 
a crime of the deepeft dye in any in- 
ftance to impair, or take It way, or de- 
prive 1 the meaneft fubjeft of its bene- 
fits. 

Refolved, That that part of the 
American Continent which we inha- 
bit was originally granted by the 
Crown, and the charter from Charles 
the Second exprefsly makes its confti- 
tutional dependance on the Crown 
- only. 

Refolved, That thofe who now 
would fubjeci all America, or this 
Province, to dependency on the 
Crown and Parliament, are guilty of 
a very dangerous innovation, which 
in time will appear as injurious to the 
Crown, as it is inconfiftent with the li- 
berty of the American fubjeft. 

Refolved, That, by the law of na- 
ture, and the Britifh conftitution, no 
man can legally be deprived of liis pro- 
perty, without his confent, given by 
himfelf or his reprefentatives. 

Refolved, That the acts of the Bri- 
tim Parliament, for raifing a perpetual 
revenue on the Americans, by laying 
a tax on them without their confent, 
and contrary to their proteftations, are 
diametrically oppofite to every idea 



of property, to the /pint of the con- 
ftitution, and at one ftroke deprive 
this vaft Continent of all liberty and 
property, and as fuch muft be detefted 
by every well-wifher to Great-Britain 
and America. 

Refolved, That the fub/equent laws, 
niade with a view to enforce thefe afts, 
viz. the Bolton Port Bill, the Altera- 
tion of their Charter, the Aft to carry 
beyond Sea for Trial, and what re- 
fines upon every fpecies of cruelty, the 
Fifhery Bill, are of fuch a complexion 
that we can fay nothing about them for 
want of words to exprefs our abhor- 
rence and deteftation.' 

Refolved; That "the loyalty, pa- 
tience, and prudence, of the inhabi- 
tants of New-England, under their 
unparallelled preflures, having been 
Conftrued into timidity and a dread of 
regular troops, a civil war, in fupport 
of afts extremely oppreflive m them- 
felves, hath actually been begun, and 
that there is too much reafon to believe^ 
that plans have been in agitation big 
with every thing horrible to other pro-' 
vinces, plans as rafh, barbarous, and 
deftruttive, as the caufe which they 
Were intended to feive. 

Refolved, That iri thefe times of 
extreme danger 1 , our Anembly not 
being permitted to fit, we muft either 
have been a people without all thought 
or council, or have aiTembled a*we now 
are in Provincial Congrefs, to confult 
upon meafures which, under God,' 
may prove the means of a perpetual 
union with the mother country, and' 
tend to the honour, freedom, and 
fafety of both. 

Refolved,, That this province bears' 
all true allegiance to our own rightiirf 
Sovereign King George III. and al- 
ways will, and ought to* bear it, a- 
f-eeable to the conization of Great 
ritain, by virtue of which only the 
King is now our Sovereign, and which' 
equally binds Majefty and fubjefts. 

Refolved, That we are truly fenfi- 
ble how much our fafety and happi- 

Heft 
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fiefs depend on a conftitutional con- diligence ought to be given to honeft 

nection with Great Britain, and that debtors ; that it would be ungenerous 

nothing but the being deprived of the (unlefc there appear intention of fraud) 

privileges and natural rights of Britons in any gentleman of the law to fue 

could ever make the thought of a fe- without previous notice, and any per- 

paration otherwife than intolerable. fonfofued may apply to the committee, 

Refolved, That, in cafe his Ma- and mould it appear to them that the 

jefty, or his fucceflbrs, {hall, at any creditor is in no danger of lofing his 

time hereafter, make any requifition money, or can be properly fecured, 

to the good people of this province, they mall interpofe their friendly of- 

byhisReprefentative, it will be juft and fices to perfuade him to drop theprofe- 

right that fuch Aims mould be granted cution ; and every profecutor that mail 

as the nature of the fervice may re- appear to take advantage of the con- 

quire, and the ability and fituation fuiion of the times to diflrefs his debtor 

of this province will admit of. ought to be publickly pointed out and 

Refolved, That this province join held in abhorrence, 
with all the provinces in America now Refolved, That, notwithftanding, 

met by Delegates in Continental Con- in a late Bill for retraining the trade, 

grefs, and that John Houftoun and of feveral provinces in America, this 

Archibald Bulloch, Efqrs. the Rev. Dr. province is excepted, we dclare thatwe 

Zubly, Lyman Hall and Noble Wim- look upon this exception rather as an 

berly Jones, Efqrs. be the Delegates infult than a favour, as being meant 

from this province, and that any three to break the union of" the provinces, and 

conftitute a quorum for that purpole. as being grounded on the fuppofition 

Refolved, That a committee be ap- that the inhabitants of fuch excepted 

pointed, whofe duty it (hall be to fee province can be bafe enough to turn 

that the resolutions of the Continental the oppreffion of America into a mean 

and Provincial CongrefTes be duly ob- advantage. 

ferved, and that every perfon who fhall Tuefday, nth July, 1775. John 
act in opposition thereto have his name Houftojin and Noble Wimberly Jones, 
tranfmitted to the Continental Con- Efqrs. appointed to requeft the eon fen t 
grefs, and his mifdeeds be publifhed in of Dr. Zubly's congregation for their 
^ every American paper. permiffion for him to go to Philadelphia, 
Refolved, That with all fuch per- reported that they had done fa, and 
fons, except the indifoenfable duties that the faid congregation had voted, 
that we owe all mankind, (bad men that they were wiflmg to fpare their mi- 
and enemies not excepted) we will have nifter for a time for the good of the 
no dealings nor connection, and we common caufe. Dr. Zubly then de- 
extend this our refolution alfo to all clared that he was willing to go, and 
fuch perfons or corporations in Great thanked the Congrefs for fo fignal a 
Britain who have fhewn themfelves mark of honour and confidence, 
enemies to America. Mr. Clay, from the committee ap- 
Refolved, That we will do what in pointed to draw up an addrefs to his 
us lies to preierve and promote the Excellency the Governor from this 
peace and good order of this province, Congrefs, reported that they had done 
and mould any perfon become an in- fo, and delivered it in to the Prefident, 
nocent fufferer on account of thefe which was ordered to be read, and is as 
grievances, we will do whatever we follows, viz. 
julUy may for his relief and aififtance. 

^ Refolved, That in fuch calamitous To bis Execelknty Sir James Wright, 
times as the prefent every poffible in- Barentt, Captain-General, and Gq- 

C verntr 
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*vernor in Chief in and over his Ma- 
jesty's Province of Georgia, Chancel* 
lor and Vice-Admiral of the fame* 

May it pleafeyour Excellency, 

W E his Majefty's dutiful and loyal 
fubjetts, the Delegates of this pro- 
vince, in Provincial Congrefs met, beg 
leave to addrefs your Excellency. 

In thefe very critical and alarming 
times the good people of this province 
found themfelves under an abfolute ne- 
ceffity to take fome meafures for the 
fecurity and prefervation of their li- 
berties, and every thing that is near 
and dear to them, and they have ac- 
cordingly chofen a large number of 
perfons, to meet together at Savannah, 
to confult on, the means to obtain re- 
drefs under our many and very heavy 
grievances. Thefe being accordingly 
met, (to be diflinguifhed from the ufual 
representation) have filled themfelves 
A Provincial Congrefs, and from the 
number and character of the names, 
which your Excellency may fee in our 
laft Gazette, your Excellency will be 
convinced the province never was more 
fully reprefented in any AfTembly, 
though pofliblythis meafure neverwould 
have-taken place, had we not, from fe- 
veral fucceflive prorogations or ad- 
journments, but too much reafon to 
fear your Excellency had received.very 
ftrong inftni&ions not to fuffer the Af- 
fembly to enter into any 'meafures to 
fecure the rights of America, or even 
to petition for relief, unlefs in terms 
which would have been giving up the 
rights, and fixing lotting difgrace on 
the petitioners. 

Although there is no doubt but a 
great majority of the inhabitants of this 
province always looked upon the claim 
of Parliament to take away the pro- 
perty of Americans as illegal and op- 
prcuive, yet, from a variety of caufes 
not unknown to your Excellency, this 
province, in the American chain, has 
hitherto been the defaulting link. We 
have now joined with the. other fro- 



) 

vinces in the Continental Congrefs, and 
have fent a petition to his Majefty, ap- 
pointed Delegates to the American 
Congrefs, and entered into fuch refo- 
lutions, which we mean inviolably to 
adhere to, as will convince the friends 
and foes of America that we would not 
live unworthy of the name of Britons, 
or labour under the fufpicion of being 
unconcerned for the rights and free- 
dom of America. 

Extract of fome letters, which are 
inferted in parliamentary proceedings, 
widely differ from what mufl appear to 
every unprejudiced per fon the real flate 
of this province* We are not acquaint- 
ed with an individual in Georgia that 
looks upon the claims of Parliament as 
juft, and all men fpeak with abhorrence 
of the meafures made ufe of to enforce 
them. Our fellow fubjecls who for- 
merly entered a diflent, which we find 
was tranfmitted to the Minifter, in 
terms that befpeak the great pleafure 
it gave the tranfmitter, now generally 
fay they never differed with America 
as to -the reality of grievances, but only 
in the mode of obtaining redrefs. 

Though candour mayallow thefemu- 
tilated extracts laid before Parliament 
were probably rather defigned by the 
Miniiler to fcreen nimfelf; and juitify 
his own meafures, than to give a juft 
and true account of what information 
he might have received, yet we can- 
not help obferving the general purport 
of thefe letters feems to have a much 
greater regard to the defigns of the 
Minifter than to give an impartial ac- 
count of the real itete of things. Other 
provinces, no doubt, if they find them- 
felves mentioned in any part of them, 
will view them in what light they may 
think fit; but, as to any prejudicial 
informations they may contain againft 
many perfons in this province, while 
it is not to be expected they will give up 
their feelings as private men, your Ex- 
cellency may be affured we fhall al- 
ways pay due refpeft to his Majefty's 
Representative, and fhall with great 

pleafure 
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Refolved, That the faid certificate 
be funk in three years after a recon- 
ciliation fhall take place between Great 
Britain and the Colonies. 

Thurfday, 13th July, 1775. Re- 
folved, That this Congrefs do approve 
of, and adopt the Aftbciatton entered 
are obje£ts which we have greatly at into at Savannah on the fifth day of 
heart, and fhall ever do what in us lies June lart pail, viz. 
towards a reconciliation with our pa- 
rent ftate on conftitutional principles, AJfociation unanimoufly entered into by 
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pleafure acknowledge every fervice 

your Excellency may hereafter render 
to Great Britain and America, whofe 
intereit we know, and whofe connec- 
tion we wifh, to be for ever infepara- 
ble. 

Your Excellency may be aflured thefe 



as well as endeavour to preferve the 
peace and good order of this province. 
» Refolved, That the foregoing ad- 
drefs be figned by the Prefident, and 
be prefented to his Excellency the Go- 
vernor, and that Stephen Drayton, 
Edward Telfair, William Le Conte, 
John Walton, George Houftoun, and 
Philip Box, be a committee to pre- 
fent the fame. 

Wednefday, 12th July, 1775. The 
Congrefs refolved itfelf into a. com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into con- 
sideration ways and means to raife and 
fink ten thoufand pounds fterling, 



the Provincial Congrefs, at Savan- 
nah in Georgia, on Thurfday the l yh 
tfJ u b> 177S- 
GEORGIA. 

BEING perfuaded that the falva- 
tion of the rights and liberties of Ame- 
rica depend, under God, on the firm 
union of the inhabitants in its vigorous 
profecution of the meafures neceffary 
for its fafety, and convinced of the 
neceffity of preventing the anarchy and 
confufion which attend the dhTolution 
of the powers of government, We, the 
freemen, freeholders, and inhabitants, 
and, after fome time fpent therein, the of the Province of Georgia, being 
Prefident refumed the chair. greatly alarmed at the avowed defign 

Refolved, That this Congrefs being of the mmiiby to raife a revenue in 
a full reprefentatioa of the whole pro- America, and fhocked by the bloody 
vince, the members of the fame, their fcene now acting in the Maflachufet's- 
conftituents, and all others refident or Bay, Do, in the moft folemn man* 
holding property within the fame, are ner, refolve never to become flaves ; 
bound to contribute, by an equal and and do afTociate, under all the ties ot 
general tax towards the finking the religion, honour, and love to our 
faid ten thoufand pounds fterling. country, to adopt, and endeavour ta 

Refolved, That the Congrefs while carry into execution, whatever may 
fitting, and the Council of Safety in be recommended by the Continental 
its recefs, have power to iffue certifi- Congrefs, or refolved upon by our 
cates from time to time, as occafion Provincial Convention appointed for 
fhall require, to the amount often the purpofe of preferving our conftitu- 
thoufand pounds fterling, and that all tion, and oppofing the execution of 
fuch certificates fhalhbe iigned by the the feveral arbitrary and oppreffive afts 
treafurers, and at leaft three of the of the Britifh parliament, until a re- 
members of the Council of Safety. conciliation between Great -Britain, 
Refolved, That any perfon who fhall and America, on conftitutional prin^ 
refufe any fuch certificate in payment ciples, which we moft ardently defire, 
will be guilty of a breach of the pub- can be obtained ; and that we will in 
lie faith, and ought to be confidered all things follow the advice of our ge- 
as an enemy to the province, and neral committee appointed, refperi- 
treated accordingly. ing the purpofes afbrefaid, the prefer^ 
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vatlon of peace and good order, and 
the fafety of individuals and private 
property. 

Refolved, That John Smith, Bafil 
Cowper, George Houftoun, Jofeph 
Clay, William Young, Philip Box, 
Seth John Cuthbert, William O'Bryen, 
George Walton, William Le Conte, 
William Gibbons, Samuel Elbert, Ed- 
ward Telfair, and Oliver Bowen, be 
a committee to prefent the AfTociation 
to all the inhabitants of the town and 
diftri£t of Savannah to be figned, in 
doing which expedition is particular- 
ly recommended, and an account of 
all who decline figning fhall b« re- 
turned to the general committee. 

Friday, 14th July, 177c. Amo- 
tion was made and feconded, that a 
committee be appointed to report their 
opinion who fhall be qualified to vote 
for Delegates, to fit in future Con- 
grefTes, and the moft equal method of 
reprefentation ; and the fame being 
agreed to, a committee was appoint- 
ed accordingly. 

Committee, Stephen Drayton, 
John Glen, and Jofeph Clay, 
Efqrs. 

' Refolved, That in every cafe, where 
a fummons fhall be applied for, the 
magiftrate to whom fuch application 
fhall be made do, in the firft place, and 
before the ifTuing of fuch fummons, 
give notice thereof, either by perfo* 
nal information, mefTage, or letter, 
to the party defendant, and alfo ufe 
his beft endeavour to compromife and 
fettle the matter, and, unlefs the de- 
fendant has difcovered circumftances 
of fraud or delay, and is ready and 
willing to give fecurity for the debt, 
and fhall actually offer to do fo, pay- 
able in reafonable time, no fuch ium- * 
mons ought to be ifTued. And, in 
tafe a warrant in a civil cafe fhall be 
applied for, the fame ought not to be 
granted, unlefs there appears, to the 
fatisfa&ion of the magiftrate, that 
- there are good and fufficient grounds, 
befides the plaintiff's oath, to appre- 
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hend the defendant means to abfcond ; 
but the fame method ought to be ob- 
ferved as is recommended refpecting 
fummonfes. 

Mr. Drayton, from the committee 
appointed to report their opinion who 
fhalj be qualified to vote for Dele- 
gates to fit in future ConerefTes, &c. 
reported, as the opinion of that Com- 
mittee, that every man contributing 
towards the general tax fhall be quali- 
fied to vote for Delegates to fit in fu- 
ture Congreffes ; and that the follow- 
ing proportion will be the moft equal 
reprefentation, viz. The town and 
diftrict of Savannah fhall have feven- 
teen members ; diftrict of Little Oge- 
chee, three ; Vernon burgh, two ; 
Adlon, two ; Sea Iflands, three ; Go- 
fhen and Abercom, two; Parifh of 
St. Matthew, feven; St. George, 
nine ; St. Paul, nine ; St. Philip, 
feven; St. John, twelve; St. Andrew, 
nine; St. David, three; St. Patrick, 
two; St. Thomas, two; St. Mary, 
two; St. James, two; Ceded Lands, 
three, ; and that the Prefident and 
thirty-four members do conftitute a 
Congrefs to proceed upon bufinefs. 

Refolved, That the foregoing re- 
port be approved of, and that Dele- 
gates be elected by the perfons and in 
the proportion therein mentioned. 

Refolved, That the following form 
of Delegation be recommended to the 
inhabitants of the feveral parifhes and 
diibi&s throughout the provinces, to 
prevent clafhing and unequal powers 
being given by different parifhes and 
diftri&s, viz. 

GEORGIA. 

THE affairs of the Continent of 
America being now brought to a truly 
alarming and critical fituation, and 
there being no other method left, but 
that the whole body of the people unite 
as one in oppofing fuch acts as tend ut- 
terly to deftroy the liberty, property, 
and birthright of America; and it hav- 
ing been thought neceJTary and conve- . 

nient, 
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luent, in order to confult on proper 
ways and means for our natural fecu- 
rity, to afTemble and convene the peo- 
ple in each Colony and Province by 
their Reprefentatives into one body or 
council, ftiled, A Provincial Congrefs, 
who fhall aft in all cafes whatsoever 
for the good of the common caufe : 
NOW therefore be it known, That 
we the inhabitants of pa- 

ri(h (or diftrict) being met together in 
order to chufe fuch men as are capable 
of the important truft, do chufe A. 
B. C. D. &c. being the number de- 
termined on in the Provincial Con- 
grefs held at Savannah 4th July, 1 775 , 
to reprefent us in the .Provincial Con- 
grefs to be held at faid town of Sa- 
vannah on the 4th December next: 
And we do require you the faid A. B. 
&c. to do, tranfacl, join, and concur 
with the other Delegates of this Pro- 
vince, fo fitting as above recited, in 
all things as fhall appear eligible and 
fit at this alarming time for the pre- 
fervation and defence of our rights and 
liberties ; and we further empower you 
to chufe other Delegates, if in your 
wifdom you think proper, or any re- 
quilition in that cafe fhould be made 
oy the Grand Continental Congrefs, in 
order to join or fucceed the Delegates 
in that Congrefs now chofen by the 
people of this Province : And we do 
bind ourfelves folemnly, under the fa- 
cred ties of religion, virtue, honour, 
and love of our country, to abide by, 
enforce, and carry into execution, or 
endeavour fa to do, at the rifk and 
peril of our lives and fortunes, what- 
soever you, with the other Delegates, 
ihall refolve and agree upon to be ne- 
cefTary for , Vie well doing and prefer- 
vation of the violated rights of this 
Province and the Continent in gene- 
ral. Signed by us this day of 

Saturday, 15th July, 1775. A 
motion was made and ieconded, that 
a Committee be appointed to report 
their opinion with refpett to the better 
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governing the Militia of this Province, 
which being agreed to, a Committee 
was appointed accordingly, to wit, 
Stephen Drayton, Samuel Elbert, Dr. 
Brownfon, and Peter Tarlin. 

A motion was made and feconded, 
that a Committee *be appointed to 
communicate to the inhabitants of this 
Province an account of the disputes 
fubfifting between Great-Britain and 
the Colonies, and alfo the proceedings 
of this Congrefs, and the fame being 
agreed to, it was ordered, that the 
Rev. Dr. Zubly, Noble Wimberly 
Jones, William Young, and George 
Walton, be a Committee for that pur- 
pofe. . 

Refolved, That this Congrefs fhall 
expire on the 20th day of Auguft next ; 
that a new election be made at fuch 
times between the faid 20th day of 
Auguft and ift of September as the 
inhabitants of the feveral parifhes and 
diftricls (except the town and difbict 
of Savannah) ihall think fit, respec- 
tively, and that the Members fo elec- 
ted, with thofe who fhall afterward* 
be chofen for the town and diitrift of 
Savannah, do meet in General Con- 
grefs at Savannah on the 4th day of 
December next, or fooner if the Coun- 
cil of Safety fhall think it expedient to 
fummon them. 

Refolved, That the Members of 
this Congrefs ufe every endeavour to 
give as public notice of elections as pof- 
ble ; and that each parifh and diitricr. 
fhall, at the time of fuch elections, 
likewife chufe a fufficient number as 
a Parochial or Diflrid Committee, to 
enforce the different refolves of the 
Continental and Provincial Con- 
grefTes. 

Refolved, That the inhabitants of 
the town and diftrict of Savannah do 
meet at Savannah, on Friday the 1 5 th 
day of September next, to chufe feven- 
teen Delegates to reprefent them in 
Provincial Congrefs. 

Refolved, Tiiat the feveral Dele- 
gates for the town and dillricl of Sa- 
vannah, 
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rannah, or a majority of them, .to- 
gether with all other Delegates who 
fhall happen to be in town, (hall be a 
General Committee for the Province ; 
that they fhall have power to fupcrin- 
tend, dirtft, and advifc all the Paro- 
chial and DiltriftCommittees, and in 
cafe of difficulty to in form them of their 
duty. And any perfon who fhall ap- 
prehend himfelf aggrieved by the de- 
cifion of any of the Parochial or Dif- 
tricl Committees may appeal to the 
faid General Committee, who fhall 
hear his cafe, and do juftice according 
to the fpirit and intention of this Con- 
grefs : And in cafe fuch appellant fhall 
itill be diffatisfied, he may lay his cafe 
before the next Congrefs : Provided 
there be no delay occafioned by any 
fuch appeal, but the fentence of each 
Committee fhall take ei.ecl imme- 
diately after being pronounced. 

Monday, 17th, July 1775, Refol- 
ved, That the Rev. Mr. Haddon 
Smith, by twice refufing to comply 
with the requeft of this Congrefs, and 
to join on a day 6f failing and prayer 
appointed by the Continental Con- 
grefs to be obferved throughout all 
America, befides the day appointed 
by his Excellency the Governor at the 
xequeft of this Congrefs, has given 
too muchreafon to believe he does not 
wifh that the happy event mentioned 
in the American proclamation may 
take place; and that the fed Ivlr. 
Haddon Smith, has thereby incurred 
the cenfure of this Congrefs; and 
ought to be confidered as unfriendly 
to America. 

Refolved, N. C, D. That the De- 
legates appointed by this Congrefs to 
go to Philadelphia, do apply to the 
Continental Congrefs, to incorporate 
this province with the other unjjed 
provinces of North-America, and 
that they pledge the faith of us and 
our conflituents to contribute an ade- 
quate part of the expences which have 
or may accrue in the defence of the 
violated rights of America. 



Refolved, That the Council of 
Safety have full power, upon every 
emergency, during the recefs of Con- 
grefs, to give Lch information, and 
prcpofef % . -net: fares, by way of ad- 
vice in o--r Continental Delegates, 
;.o .;.. cl;\:i'mftances of the cafe may 
require, and they ihall think condu- 
cive to the public good. 

Refolved, That it be flrongly re- 
commended to the friends of America 
in this province that they ufe their ut- 
moft endeavours to preferve peace and 
good order, and to cultivate harmony 
with one another, and always to avoid 
national reflections, which can only 
tend to produce .divifions and jealou- 
fies among the inhabitants. 

Refolved, That this Congrefs do 
adjourn to the nineteenth day of Au- 
gufl next, and that the General Com- 
mittee have power to call it to fit at 
Savannah foouer, if they, upon any 
emergency, fhall deem it expedient 
for the good of the province. 

By order of the Congrefs. 

A true copy from the Minutes, 
GEO. WALTON, Sec. 

To the Inhabitants of the Pro- 
vince of Georgia. 

Fellow Countrymen, 

WE are directed to tranfmit to you 
an account of the prefent ftate of Ame- 
rican affairs, as well as the proceed- 
ings of the late Provincial Congrefs. 

It is with the greateft forrow we are 
to acquaint you, that what our fears 
fuggefled, but our reafon thought im- 
pofiible, is actually come to pais. A 
civil war in America is begun. Se- 
veral engagements have already hap- 
pened. The friends and foes of Ame- 
rica have been equally difappointed. 
The friends of America were in hopes 
Britifh troops could never be induced 
to flay their brethren. It is however 
done, and the circumflances are fuch 
as muft be an everla/ling blot on their 
character for humanity and generofity. 

An 
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An unfeeling Commander has found vindicated by milder means, and that 



means to infpire his troops with the 
feme evil fpirit thuc pofTeiTeth himfelf. 
After the ftarving, helplcfs, innocent 
inhabitants, of Bofton, delivered up 
their arms, and received his promiie 
that they might leave that virtuous-de- 
voted town, he is faid to have broke 
his word, and the wretched inhabi- 
tants are (till kept to fall a prey to dif- 



no more blood may be fhed, unlefs it 
be of thofe who fomented and mean to 
make an advantage of thefe unhappy 
divifions. 

From .the proceedings of the Con- 
grefs, a copy of which accompanies 
the prefent, you will be convinced that 
a reconciliation on honourable prin- 
ciples is an objcfl which your Dcle- 



eafe, famine, and confinement. If gates never loft fight of. We have 

there are powers that abhor injuftice ient an humble and manly petition to 

and oppreflion, it may be hoped fuch his Majcfty, addrefTed his Reprefen- 

perfidy cannot go long unpunifhed. tative. our Governor, provided as far 

But the enemies of America have been as in our power for internal quiet and 

nolefs difappointed. Nothing focon- fafety, and Delegates will foon attend 

temptiblc in their eyes like the rabble the General Congrefs to aflift and co- 

of an American militia, nothing more operate in every meafure that mail be 



improbable than that they would dare 
to look regulars in the face, or ftand a 
fingle £re. By this time they muft 
have felt how much they were mifta- 
ken. In every engagement the Ame- 
ricans appeared with a bravery wor- 
thy of men that fight for the liberties 
of their opprefled country ; their fuc- 
cefs has b^n remarkable, the num- 
ber of the flain and wounded on every 
occafion vaftly exceeded theirs; and 
the advantages they gained are the 
more honourable, becaufe, with a pa- 



thought neceflary for the faving of 
America. 

His Excellency, at our requeft, hav- 
ing appointed the 19th inftant as a 
day of humiliation, and news being 
afterwards received that the Conti- 
nental Congrefs had recommended the 
zoth inftant, to be obferved as fuch, 
both days have been obferved with a 
becoming folemnity, and we humbly 
hope many earneft prayers have been 
prefented to the father of mercies on 
that day through this extenfcve con- 



tience that fcarce has an example, they - tinent, and that he has heard the cries 
bore every adt of injuftice and infult, of the deftitute, and will not defpifc 



till their lives were attacked, and then 
gave the fulleft proof that the man of 
calmnefs and moderation in council is 
ufually alfo the moft intrepid and cou- 
rageous in battle. 

You will doubtlcfs lament with us 
the hundreds that died in their coun- 
try's caufe ; but does it not call for 
greater forrow that thoufands of Brr 



their prayers. 

You will permit us mod earneftly 
to recommend to you a fteady perfe- 
verance in the caufe of liberty, ani 
that you will ufe all poffible caution 
not to fay or do any thing unworthy of 
fo glorious a caufe ; to promote fruga- 
lity, peace, and good order, and, in 
the practice of every focial and rejigi- 



tifh foldiers fought and found their ous duty, patiently to wait for the re- 



deaths when they were active to cn- 
flave their brethren and their coun- 
try? 

However, irritating all thefe pro- 
ceedings, yet (o unnatural is this quar- 
rel, that every good man muft wifh 
and pray that it may foon' ceafe, that 
the injured rights of America may be 



turn of that happy day when we may 
fit quietly under our vine and fig-tree, 
and no man make us afraid. 

J.J. ZUBLY, 

N. W.JONES, 

GEO. WALTON. 

The 
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The following are copies of a Petition 
from the Inhabitants of Georgia, 
which was prefented to the King 
on Friday October 28, by Gover- 
nor Johnftone ; and of Letters which 
accompanied it. 

To George Johnstone, Efq. 
S I R, 

IT is with a lingular pleafure I am 
deiired to tranfmit the accompanying 
papers to you, fenfiblethat > inacaule 
where the efTential rights of fo many 
millions are concerned, no endeavours 
on your part will be wanting to give 
them their full effect. 

The many proofs which the people 
of this province had of your magnani- 
mity, juftice and difinterefted inte- 
grity in eftablilhing the neighbouring 
colony of Weft-Florida, have render- 
ed your name respected throughout 
America, and your fubfequent con- 
duct has endeared you ftill further to 
every lover of mankind in the eaftern 
and weflern world. 

Thefe motives have determined the 
Congrefs in the application they now 
make. 

I am fenfible if the fame councils 
prevail, the talk of conveying fuch 
difagreeable truths to the throne mull 
prove very painful; but we believe 
there is no perfon who would under- 
take the office with lefs reluctance, or 
execute it with more becoming duty 
and refpect to his Majelty. 

I am, &c. 

Savannah, July 14, 1775. 

S I R, 

WHEN turbulent and, wicked 
minds are employed folely to raife 
commotions in the Hate, and difturb 
the tranquility of the fubject ; when 
by their baneful influence, life, pro- 
perty and freedom, are inhumanly in- 
vaded, and the innocence and loyalty 
of thousands are unjuftly queftioned, 



We the inhabitants of Georgia by 
a juft delegation from the different pa- 
rifhes, being now convened in Con- 
grefs in this town, have refolved to 
addrefs his Majelty in a dutiful peti- 
tion, fetting forth our grievances, and 
the'bad tendency of the many wicked 
and treacherous proceedings againft 
this continent that have palled fince 
the year 1763. 

Although we know the fate of all 
other petitions on^this head, and can- 
not flatter ourfelves that we mould 
meet with one different, yet as the 
right of petitioning is the fubjects, we 
beg leave to enclofe this our prayer 
and remonftrance to you, hoping and 
trufting on the noble fentiments yon 
entertain and fupport in favour of us 
much injured Americans, that, coun- 
tenanced by one of your great abili- 
ties, it may aparoach the throne. 

We aflure you, Sir, we are, and 
always were, firmly attached to hit 
Majefty's family — nor can any thing 
(hake our integrity— but when by 
evil and wicked minifters our birth- 
right as Englilhmen mall be violated, 
that integrity muft urge us to hand 
down to our children a right fo inva- 
luable. 

We* conceive our immediate depen- 
dence on the crown can by no means 
hinder our doing that indifpenlible 
duty in joining with the reft of Ame- 
rica againft acts that tend to enflave a 
people, whofe loyalty and faith were 
never even fulpected, until the actions 
of the times wanted an excufe. 

We have the honour to be, SI R, 
Your moft obedient 
And very humble fervants, 
William Young, 
John Glen, 
David Zubly,jun. 
A Committee of ^ Step. Drayton, 

Intelligence 1 Edw. Telfair, 

I Daniel Roberts, 
(^William Erven. 

Savannah, Georgia, July 14, 1775* 

To Georgk Johnstone, Efq. 

To 
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To the KIN G. 



The humble Addrefs and Reprefen- 
tation of his loyal Subjects the De- 
legates of the Inhabitants of Geor- 
gia, now met in Provincial Con- 
grefi. 

May it f haft your Majtfty, 

THOUGH webring up the rear 
of American petitioners, and, from 
the fate of fo many petitions prefented 
to your Majefty from America, your 
great city of London, and others of 
your European fubjefts, have a moft 
melancholy profpect, we ftill hope he, 
by whom longs rule, and to whom 
monarchs are accountable, will in- 
cline you to pay fome regard to our 
moft humble and faithful reprefenta- 
fcion. 

In times like theft, when the edge 
of prefent feeling is blunted by the 
expectation of calamities ftill greater, 
we muft take the liberty to {peak before 
we die : We would acquaint our to- 
vereign with things which greatly af- 
fect his intereft ; we would endeavour 
to awaken the feeling and pity of onr 
common father. 

Your Majefty is the rightful fove- 
reign of the moft important empire in 
the univerfe: The blefling of Provi- 
dence on your arms has put a country 
in America under you of greater im- 
portance and extent than feveral king- 
doms in Europe. In this Targe extent 
of territory, by fome late acts, popery 
is not only tolerated {which we con- 
ceive would have been but an aft of 
juftice) but an indulgence has been 
granted little ftrort of a full eftablifh- 
ment to a religion, which is equally 
injurious to the rights of fovereigns 
and of mankind. French and arbi- 
trary laws have there, by authority, 
taken place of the juft and mild Britifh 
Confhtution; and all this has been 
done with a profefled and avowed de- 
fign to overawe your Majefty's an- 



cient Proteftant and loyal fubjeclj, 
fome of whom had no fmall {hare in 
the merit of that conqueft. A6b to 
raife a perpetual revenue on the Ame^ 
ricans without their content, have beA 
enacted, which at one ftroke turn all 
your American fubje&s into flaves, 
and deprive them of that right which 
the moft oppreflive talk mafter does 
not deny to the fervant bought with 
his money. Experience muft now 
have fhewn, as it will clearer, fhould 
thefe ads be enforced, that inftead of 
increafing the revenue, or Ieflening 
the burden of your European fubjefts, 
they can only ferve to increafe their 
taxation. 

Laws which we conceive fraught 
with fo much injuftice have been at* 
tempted to be enforced by equal cruel- 
ty; and whenever we thought our- 
felves at the height of our troubles, 
your Majefty's minifters have ftret- 
ched their unhappy ingenuity to find 
out new methods of diftrefs ; and it is 
believed methods have been more than 
thought of, too fhocking to human na- 
ture . to be even named in the lift of 
grievances fuffered under a Britifh 
king. 

The jjoodnefs of God hath made 
your Majefty the father of a very nu- 
merous ifTue, on whom we place the 
pleafing hopes of a Proteftant fuccef- 
fion ; but your Majefty's arms in Ame- 
rica now every day make mothers child- 
lefs, and children fatherieft. The 
blood of your fubje£b has been fhed 
with pleafure rather than with pity ; 
for an ad which amounted to no more, 
even under the worft conftruttion, 
than an irregular zeal for conftitutio- 
nal liberty, and without any ftep taken 
to find out the fuppofed guilty perfons, 
the capital of your American domi- 
nions has been blocked up, deprived 
of its trade, and its poor of fubfi- 
ftence: Thoufands confefledly inno- 
cent have been ftarved, ruined, dri- 
ven from, or kept like prifoners in 
their own habitation \ their cries and 
D blood, 
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By order of the Congrefs at Savannah 
the 1 4th day of July, 
Arch. Bullock, Prefident. 
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blood, innocently Ihed, have undoubt- the whole earth, who will not defpife 
cdly and daily do reach his ears who the prayer of the opprefled ; and to 
hateth injuflice and oppreflion. him we moft ardently pray that the 

Believe us, great Sir, America is wicked being removed trojn before the 
%>t divided ; all men (crown officers king, the king's throne may be efta- 
not excepted) fpeak of thefe acts and 
meafures with difapprobation ; and 
' if there has been fome difference of 
^opinion as to the mode of relief, the 
rigorous experiments which your mi- 
niitry thought fit to try on the Ame- 
ricans, have been the moft effectual 
.means to convince thefe of the iniqui- 
tous defigns of your miniilry, and to 
unite them all as in a common caufe. 

Your Majefty's miniilers, after in- 
troducing the daemon of difcord into 
your empire, and .driving America to 
the brink of defpair, place all their 
dignity in meafures obftinately pur- 
fued, becaufe they were once wanton- 
ly taken : They hearkened to no in- 
formation but what reprefented Ame- 
ricans as rebels or cowards. Time 
will 'every day make it clearer how 
much they were infatuated and mis- 
taken. 

loo long, we muft lament, have 
thefe men impofed on your paternal af- 
fection : Deign now, moft gracious 
prince, in their room, to hearken to 
the cries of your loyal and affectionate 
fubjecls of this extenfive continent ; let 
the goodnels of your own heart inter- 
pofe between weak or wicked mini- 
ffers, and millions ofloyal and affec- 
tionate fubjects ; no longer let the 
fword be fhined with the blood of your 
own children ; recall your troops and 
fleets ; and if any mifunderilanding 
remains, let the Americans be heard, 
and jultice and equity take place ; let 
us be ruled according to the known 
principles of our excellent conftitution, 
and command the laft (hilling of our 
property, and the lail drop of our 
blood in your fervice. 

Uncertain as to the event of this our 
humble reprefentation, it affords us a 
relief that we may unrciiraineu eppy 
to the great and merciful foverci^u u 



The following Addrefs of the Mer- 
chants and Freeholders of the Town 
of Salem, in the Province of MafTa- 
chufet's-Bay, was prefented to Ge- 
neral Gage, on the 18th June 1774, 
on the fhutting up the Port and 
Harbour of Bolton. Though thi» 
was prior to the Commencement of 
our Publication, yet as it hath been 
highly commended for the found 
Senfe it contains, the Dignity of the 
Sentiments, the noble, manly and 
fober Spirit of the Expreflions, an. 
obliging Correfpondent has defired 
it may oe preferved in this Work ; 
he adds, our Readers will thank. 
us for exhibiting it as a Piece of ge- 
nerous Difintereftedneis alfo, and 
an honourable Contrail to the Con- 
dud of fome Towns in this King- 
dom, and in Ireland, who endea- 
voured with an unfeeling and favage 
Avarice to enrich themfelves with 
the Wreck of the New England 
Fifhcry. 

May it pkafejour Exctllency^ . 

WE, who are merchants and free- 
holders in the town of Salem, beg 
leave to prefeht you our dutiful rei- 
pects, on your appointment to the Go- 
vernment of this Province: The uni- 
verfal tribute of thanks and applaufe 
paid you, for the wilccm, liuuui^fs, 
and exact regularity of ) our conduct in 
another com niri fii, c naot taii to ex- 
cite the.nici'. ju;l expectation 
this Province wjji t*iji;y v - 
fruu:< oi )Our lx, i'mcy. 

of cur , 
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feries that are now rapidly haftening on 
cur brethren in the capital of the Pro- 
vince, greatly excite our commifera- 
tion ; and we hope your Excellency 
will ufe your endeavours to prevent a 
further accumulation of evils on that 
already forely diftrefTed people. 

By (hutting up the port of Bofton, 
fome imagine, that the courfe of trade 
might be turned hither, and to our 
benefit ; but nature, in the formation 
of our harbour, forbids our becoming 
rivals in commerce with that conve- 
nient mart. ' And, were it otherwife, 
we muft be dead to every idea of juf- 
tice, loft to all feelings of humanity, 
could we indulge one thought to feize 
on wealth, and raife our fortunes on 
the ruin of our fuiFermg neighbours : 
But fo far from receiving a benefit, we 
-*re greatly injured by the fliutring up 
the harbour of Bofton, as it deprives 
us of a market for much the larger part 
of our Weft-India imports ; and tnere 
is not a town in the Province but will 
feel the ill effecls of it. Permit us 
then, Sir, to apply to your clemency 
and juftice, to afford us every allevia- 
tion in your power, and to procure for 
us every poflible relief from this ex- 
ten five mifchief. 

^ We account it the greateft unhap- 
pinefs, that this Province, which has 
ever been foremoft in loyalty to the 
kings of Britain, in its efforts to de- 
fend their territories, and enlarge their 
. dominions, mould be the firft to feel 
our fovereign's fevered difbleafure; 
our fathers fled from opprenton, bra- 
ved every danger, and here began a 
fettlement on bare creation. Almoft 
incredible are the fatigues and diffi- 
culties they encountered to fubdue a 
dreary wildernefs, filled with favage 
beafts, and yet more favage men $ 
but, by their invincible refolution, 
they rote fuperior to them all, and, by 
their aftoniihing efforts, greatly faci- 
litated the fettlement of the other Bri- 
tifh colonies jn America, Yet, §ir, 
we fpeak it with grief, the fons are 



checked and difhonoured for exhibit- 
ing proofs of their inheriting fome 
portion of that fpirit, which in their 
fathers produced fuch aftonifhing ef- 
fects, c 

A happy union with Great-Britain, 
is the wifh of the colonies ; it is their 
unfpeakable grief, that it has in any 
degree been interrupted : We earneft- 
ly defire to repair the breach ; we ar- 
dently pray that harmony may be re- 
ftored ; and for thefe ends, every mea- 
fure compatible with the dignity and 
fafety of Britifh fubjetts, we mall glad* 
ly adopt. 

We allure your Excellency, we mail 
make it our conftant endeavour topr^- 
ferve the peace, and promote the wel- 
fare of the Province, hereby we fhall 
beft advance the intereft of our fove- 
reign. 

In thefe times, the adminiftration 
of government muft be peculiarly ar- 
duous and difficult ; but yours we wifli 
may be as eafy as the nature of things 
will pofftbly admit, and the event hap- 
py, and that your public labours may 
be crowned with the nobleft reward, 
the voluntary difmtereited applaufe pf 
a whole free people. 

Strictures on " A Friendly Addrefs 
to the Americans." By Colonel 
Lee, [continued from VoL I. p. 60.] 

THESE the four Provinces of 
New-England alone would fend forth. 
New- York would furnifh fix, feven, 
or probably eight volunteers from a 
certain knot, who are in poflfeflion or 
expeftation of contracts, and the fourth 
part of a dozen of high flying church 
of England Romanifed priefts.— I re- 
prefent to myfelf the formidable coun- 
tenance tr^ey will make, when arran- 
ged under the royal or minifterial 
ftandard ; but what will add to the 
terror of the appearance, will be their 
Reverend Pontifcx himfelf, whom I 
conceive marching in the front, a.n in- 
quilitorial frown upon his brow, his 
D 2 band$ 
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bands and canonicles floating to the 

air, bearing a crofs in his hands, with 
the tremendous motto. In hoc figna 
winces, flaming upon it in capital let- 
ters of blood, leading them on, and 
exciting them to victory. It is im- 
poflible that men, who are not under 
an infatuation by the judgment of hea- 
ven fhould flatter themfelves, that 
forty thoufand American Yeomanry 
(for we are aflured by the fame great 
authority that- more than forty thou- 
fand cannot be brought to action) 
ihould (land the fhock of this dreadful 
Phalanx. 

But I fhould beg pardon for attempt- 
ing to be ludicrous upon a fubjecl which 
demands our utmoft indignation — I 
mall now therefore on the prefump- 
tion that the people of England fhould 
be fo loft to fenfe, virtue and fpirit as 
to fuffer their profligate mifrulers to 
perfevere in their prefent meaiures, 
endeavour to fk.te to you what is their 
force, and what is yours. — I fhall en- 
deavour to remove the falfe terrors 
whi^h this writer would hold out, in 
order to intimidate you from the de- 
fence of your liberties and thofe of 
your pofterity, that he and his funi- 
lars may wallow in finecures and bene- 
fices heaped up from the fruits of your 
labour and induftry. 

v Great-Britain has, I helieve/ of in- 
fantry at home (comprehending Ire- 
land, and excluiive of the guards) fif- 
teen thoufand men. — They find the 
greateft difficulty in keeping the regi- 
rrients up to any thing near their efta- 
bHfhment — what they are able to pro- 
cure are of the worfl fort. They are 



compofed of the molt debauched wea- 
vers 'prentices, the fcum of the Irifti 
Roman Catholicks, who defert upon 
every occafion, and a few, very few, 
Scotch, who are not flrong enough to 
carry packs. This is no exaggeration ; 
thofe who have been lately at Boflon, 
represent the foldiers there (one or two 
regiments excepted) as very defective 
in fize, and apparently in ftrength : 
But we fhall be told they are flill re- 
gulars, and regulars have an irrefifta- 
ble advantage. — There is, perhaps,, 
more impofition in the term regufar 
troops, than in any of the jargon 
which iflues from the mouth of aquaclc 
doclor. I do not mean to infinuate, 
that a difbrderly mob are equal to a 
trained difciplined body of men ; but 
I mean, that all the effentials necef- 
fary to form infantry for real fervice 
may be acquired in a few months.* I 
mean, that it is very poflible for men 
to be clpathed in red, to be expert in 
all the tricks of the parade, to call 
themfelves regular troops, and yet, 
by attaching themfelves principally or 
folely to the tinfel and mew of war, 
be totally unfit for real fervice. — This, 
I am told, is a good deal the cafe of 
the prefent BritSh infantry : If they 
can acquit themfelves tolerably in the 
puerile reviews exhibited for the amufe- 
ment of royal mailers and mifles in 
Hyde-Park, or Wimbledon Common, 
it is fufficient. 

In the beginning of the late war, 
fome of the rrioft efteemed regular re- " 
giments were fent over to this coun- 
try ; they were well dreffed ; they 
were well powdered ; they were per- 



* There cannot be a flrongrr illu ft ration of the truth here advanced, th'an the Pru/fiaa 
army.— They are compofed of about one third of the king's own fubjecls, two-third foreign- 
erg.— The third, confifting of his own fubjecls, are, when the exercifing feafon ia over, (which 
lafts fix or feven weeks) ftiffered to return to their families, and attend to thebufiaefs of hnf- 
bandry— -half of the other two-thirds, confuting of foreigner*, are not only permitted, but. 
encouraged to work at their trade* in the garrifon towns, and never touch a mufltet for the 
reft or the year, fo that, in fact, only one third are, in the modem language, to be called re- 
gular foicitrs ; tbefe generally make their efcape the firft opportunity ; It may be laid there- 
fore, that the king of Pruffia has gained all hit vi&oric* with a fort of militia, 
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feft mafttrs of their manual exercife ; 
$hey fired together iu platoons ; but 
fatal experience taueht us, that they 
knew not how to fight. — While your 
militia were frequently crowned with 
fuccefs, thefe regulars were defeated or 
baffled for three years fucceflively in 
every part of the continent— at length, 
indeed, (after repeated lofTes and dif- 

f races) they became excellent troops, 
ut not until they had abfolutely for- 
gotten every thing which, weareafTu- 
red, muffc render regulars quite irre- 
iiilible. The corps fent from this 
country under General Monkton, was, 
I believe, for its number, one of the 
jbeft armies that ever was led to con- 
quefl, and yet, if I have been right- 
ly informed, there was not a fingle re- 
giment of them that could go through 
the manual exercife, or at bell thev 
performed it moil wretchedly, — It is 
likewife faid, that when, after their 
glorious and rapid conqueft of Marti- 
nico, they were joined by the {pruce 
regiments from Europe ; fuch was their 
uncouth appearance, that they were 
icarce honoured with the title of fol- 
diers by thofe gentlemen. Upon the 
whole, it is moft certain, that men 
may be fmartly dreffed, keep their 
arms bright, be called regulars, be 
expert in all the anticks of a review, 
and yet be very unfit for real action.; — 
It is equally certain, that a militia, by 
confining themfelves to effentials, by 
a Amplification of the necefTary ma- 
noeuvres, may become, in a very few 
months, a moft formidable infantry. — 
The Yeomanry of America have, be- 
fides infinite advantages, over the pea- 
fan try of other colonies ; they are ac- 
cuftomed from their infancy to fire- 
arms ; they are expert in the ufe of 
them : — Whereas die lower and mid- . 
die people of England are, by the ty- 
ranny of certain laws almoil as igno- 
rant in the ufe of a mufltet, as they are 
of the antient Catepulta. The Ame- 
ricans are likewife, to a man, flulful 
in the management of the inUxuments 



necefTary for all military works ; fuck 
as fpades, pickaxes, hatchets, &c— 
Taking, therefore, all circumflances, 
into confideration, there will be no 
rafhnefs in affirming, that this conti- 
nent may have formed for action, in 
three or four months, an Jiundred 
thoufand infantry : For as to the afTcr- 
tion of one friendly advifer, that no 
more than forty thoufand could a£l to 
advantage, I confefs, I do not under- 
ftand it, nor does he, I believe, un- 
deriland himfelf.— If he means that 
fixty thoufand men cannot be ranged 
in a field capable of containing only 
forty thoufand, we (hall all agree with 
him ; but how in the operations of a 
war upon a vafl continent double this 
number ihould be a difadvantage^ I 
can have no conception. 

Let one iimple general plan be 
adopted for the formation and fubdi- 
vifion of your battalions ; let them be 
inflrufted only in fo mnch of the ma- 
nual exercife as to prevent confufion, 
and accidents in loading and firing ; 
let them be taught to form, to retreat, 
to advance, to change their front, to 
rally by their colours ; let them be 
taught to reduce themfelves from a 
line of fire to a line of impreffion, that 
is, from two deep, to four, fix, or 
eight, — This is all fo eafy and fimple, 
that it may be acquired in three months. 
Let fome plan of this fort be adopted, 
I fay, and there is no doubt but that, 
in the time I have prefcribed, you may 
have an array on foot of feventy, eighty 
or an hundred thoufand men, equal to 
all the fervices of war. 

Should this be admitted, it will be 
ftill obje&ed, that you have no able 
officers to conduct you. I do not 
know that you have i but is it certain 
that thofe fent to dragoon you have 
better ? I have taken fome pains to in- 
form myfelf what methods thefe gen- 
tlemen, faid to be bred to arms, take 
to qualify themfelves in a fuperior de- 
gree for the profeffion. What is their 
rotinc of iniiru&ion i Do they read 

muchf 
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much ? lam aflured that they do not ; 
from books alone the theory of war can 
be acquired, and the Englifh fervice 
in times of peace affords them no prac- 
tical leflbns ; for mounting guard once 
or twice a week, or the preparation 
for the review of a fingle regiment can 
never be efteemed as i'uch. f 

Another circumflance, Americans, 
may be added for your comfort. It 
has been allowed by Come of the mofl 
candid of the regulars themfelves, tkat 
during the laftwar upon this continent, 
your comitrymen the provincial field- 
officers were in general more undcr- 
ftanding and capable than their own 
of the lame rank. But the hiftory of 
the civil war in the year 1641, fur- 
nifhes us with the ftrongeft: inftances 
that excellent officers may be foon 
formed from country gentlemen, citi- 
zens, lawyers, and farmers. The 
parliament's army (or as our prieitiy 
writer would call them, the rebellious 
republicans) were ch^fly compofed of 
this clafs of men. In the beginning of 
this war, they were treated with the 
fame affected contempt, and alm6il 
in the fame opprobrious terms as you, 
the people of America, are by your 
friendly and decent advifer. 

Whoever would infer from the te- 
nure of thefe papers, that the writer is 
defirous of precipitating,, or could look 
with indifference upon the calamities 



of a civil war, does him great injuftice- 1 
He confiders them with all the horror 
natural to a feeling man and honefi 
citizen. He execrates the memory of 
thofe men to whom they mayjuftly be 
attributed, but he is perfuaded that 
they never originated, (at leall in dates 
of any confiderable extent) in the tur- 
bulent difpofitions of the people, nor 
in the arts of. demagogues, but in the 
oppreffion of their rulers, in the wan- 
tonnefs, folly, pride, or avarice of 
kings, miniffcers, or governors. The 
Griflers of Switzerland, the Granvels 
of Holland, the Lauds and StraJfords 
of England, were tlie undoubted au- 
thors of the tragedies acted in their res- 
pective countries: And if this conti- 
nent mould be flained with the blood 
of a fingle citizen, it can never be 
charged to the unreafonable preten- 
fions'pf the people, but to the Barnards, 
Hutchinfons, and fome other traitors 
of a fimilar ftamp. 

He is convinced, that being prepa- 
red for a civil war, is the furclt means 
of preventing itj that to keep the ' 
fwords of your enemies in their icab- * 
bards, you muft whet your own.— He 
is convinced, that remonftrances^ pe- 
titions, prayers and fupplications will 
make ho impreffion on our callous 
Court and abandoned Parliament; 
England, Ireland, America, even 
Guernfey,^ Jerfey and Minorca are 



f It is much to be lamented, that the gentlexcn of tjie army do not apply more of the miny 
leifure hours ihey hava upon their hands to reading.; — The maj rity of them are of a gener- 
ous difpefuion, which, did they cultivate, by converfmg with the great hiftori<ms and trat ;>ri 
of antiquity, and the more liberal political writers of our own country, a ftanding army would 
be fomething lefs an object of jealouly to all virtuous citizens.— We might perhaps fee then* 
inftead of being advue^tes and part;zans of the prefent miniflry, a check upon their wicked- 
nefs — I am incliDtd to think that few cr none of the officers have condescended to inform, 
themfelves of the rreritof the prefent contcft.— -Let me conjure them for once to read coolly 
and cand'dly the whole procefs, afterwards to lay their hands upon their hearts, and anfwer, 
whether the people of America in general, and of Boilon in particular, are " more fiitacj 
**. againft or finning ?" 

Now I am upon the Subject »f the officers of the ermy, I take the opportunity of mention- 
ing, with the repeftdue to hirr, one gentleman of high rank among them— the tenure of 
his conduct while in command, was fo liberal, and his letters, qu ted in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, were ofair, candid and friendly to this Continent, that he is entitled to the thank* of 
America. — He is indeed 01 a country that owes out oniy its profperity, but its oriflence to the 
fame principles which actuate America. 

witneffea 
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\vitnefTes of their mefficacy.^He is con- 
vinced, that fear alone can operate; 
there are fymptoms that it already be- 
gins to operate ;-the monfter, tyranny 
already begins to pant, prefs her now 
with ardor, and fhe is down ; already 
the miniftry have exprefTed in their 
letters an inclination to make fome 
concefllons ; — to meet you half way : 
which, I fuppofe, may be conftrued 
thus, that as they find they have it 
not in their power to eftablifh, by 
force, the defpotifm which they aim- 
ed at, they {hall be very well fatis- 
iied, if you will juft cede fo much of 
your rights and privileges, as will ena- 
ble them, by extending their pecunia- 
ry influence and Tapping your virtue, 
to take away the reit at their leifure. 

There now remains, peopk of 
America, one confideration which 
(however it may be taken) I think it 
my duty to offer. Hiftory tells us that 
the free fiates of Greece, Thebes, Spar- 
ta, Athens, and Syracufe, were all in 
their turns fubjugated by the force 
or art of tyrants. They almoft 
all in their turns recovered their li- 
berty and deftroyed their tyrants. The 
firft aft upon the recovery of their 
.liberty was to demolifh thofe badges 
of flavery, citadels, flrong holds, and 
military tenements ; the Switzers did 
the fame ; the people of England (loft 
in corruption and lethargy as they are) 
could never be prevailed upon to fuf- 
fer barracks amongft them ; even the 
courtly Blackflone is ftartled at the 
idea. No feparate camps, no bar- 
racks, no inland fortrefles, fays he, 
lhould be allowed; in faft, wherever 
barracks are, freedom cannot be faid 
.to exift, or fhe exifts fo lamely as 
fcarcely to deferve the name. 

It is worth your confideration Ame- 
ricans, whether thefe badges lhould 
remain or no; I fhall now conclude, 
brave citizens, with invoking the Al- 
mighty God from whom all virtues 
flow, to continue you in that fpirit of 
^unanimity and vigour which muft in- 



fure your fuccefs, and immortalize yo4 
through all ages, as the champions 
and patrons of the human race.* 

For the Remembrancer. 
HAVING feen a letter in the pub- 
lic prints, in which the anonymous 
writer has reprefented Mr. Maferes, 
the prefent curfitor baron of the Ex- 
chequer and late attorney general of 
the province of Quebec, as having 
been the original advifer of that much- 
cenfured claufe in the late Quebec act, 
which gives the Roman-Catholic priefh 
a legal right to their tythes and other 
antient dues from the Roman-Catho- 
lic inhabitants of their refpeftive pa- 
rifhes ; by which I Tuppofe that letter- 
writer would infmuate that the faid 
claufe, as it now ftands in-the late aft, 
is agreeable to that gentleman's fug- 
geftion. Now this is by no means 
true, he being known to have la- 
mented the infertion of that claufe in 
the late aft, which he confidered as an 
eftablifliment of the Popifh religion in 
that province (though of a lefs ample 
and complete kind than if the priefti 
had been authorized to demand the 
tythes of their Protectant as well as 
Popifh parifhioners,) to which the 
Britifh government was not in any de- 
gree bound either by the capitulation 
in 1760, or the treaty of peace in 
1763, and for which he did not fee 
any iufficient reafon of expedience or 
policy. Yet it muft be confeffed that 
in a certain draught of an aft of par- 
liament for fettling the affairs of reli- 
gion in that Province, which had 
been drawn up by that gentleman in 
the fummer of the year 1772, and of 
which copies had been fent to feveral ' 
peribns of weight and confequence, 
there was a claufe for giving the Ro- 
mifh priefts a legal right to tneir tythes 
from their Popiih parifhioners, (agree- 
ably to the provifion of the late aft,) 
as the above-mentioned letter-writer 
has afferted. But it would have been 
right in that letter-writer to have re- 
collected 
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fcotkded that it is tne duty of an im- 
partial witnefs to relate the whole 
truth concerning every fubject upon 
which he has occafion to give his tefti- 
mony, as well as to fay nothing but 
the truth. And, if he had done fo in 
the prefent inftance, he would have 
told his readers that, though it is true 
that, in She draught alluded to, Mr. 
Maferes had propofed to give the 
priefts a legal right to the tythes of 
their Popifli parifhioners, yet that in 
Other partsof the fame draught (which 
contained 55 printed pages in folio,) 
he had recommended ib many provi- 
fions of importance that would have 
tended to encourage the Canadians to 
abandon the errors of the church of 
Rome, and embrace the Proteftant 
religion, that inftead of perpetuating 
the Roman-Catholic religion (as the 
late a& of parliament feems likely to 
do,) that draught would have contri- 
buted very powerfully to extinguifh it ; 
and this without any violence or per- 
fection, or the leaft breach of that 
ample toleration of the worihip of their 
religion to which the people of that 
country were entitled upon motives 
of humanity and policy, as well as 
upon the ground of the capitu- 
lation and treaty of peace. But 
it by no means follows that, becaufe 
he recommended the giving die priefts 
the tythes of their Popifh pariihioners 
when accompanied with a variety of 
important provifions for the encou- 
ragement of the Proteftant religion, 
and the gradual extinction of that of 
die church of Rome, he therefore ap- 
proves of that claufc when it ftands 
lingly by itfelf, without any of thofe 
provifions, and can tend only to fup- 
port and make perpetual the belief of 
the Roman-Catnolic religion. Thefe 
are furely two very different things; 
and the writer of the letter above- 
mentioned ought, in juftice to the 
afbrefaid gentleman, to have taken 
notice Uiat they were ib. Some oT 



thefc proviiioris in favour of the Pro- 
teftant religion , con tai ned in that 
draught of an ac\ of parliament, were 
as follows : 

In the firft place it was propofed 
that all the convents- of monks and 
nuns in the Province, and likewifc the 
religious community of fecular priefts 
of the order of St. Sufpicius at Mont- 
real, (who are owners, or upper 
lords, of the whole ifland of Montreal, 
beiides feveral other eftates, to the 
amount all together, of at leaft 4000I. 
fterling per annum,) mould be dif- 
folved;-— not by turning the pre- 
feht members of tnefe Societies adrift* 
and immediately feizing their lands 
into the King's hands j but by mak- 
ing a partition of the lands belonging 
to each of thefe religious communities 
amongft the feveral members of it> 
who now hold them in common, and 
vefting the reverfions of their feveral 
(hares of them in the crown ; fo that 
for the future the faid lands would 
not have belonged to all the members 
of each fociety in common, but every 
monk, and nun, and prieft of the 
feminaryof St. Sulpicius at Montreal* 
would have had a feparate bt, or par- 
cel of the lands that had belonged to 
his or her community, and would have 
held and enjoyed it during his or her 
natural life ; and, upon the death of 
each of them, the parcel of land 
which he or the would thus have held 
for life would have accrued to the 
crown, inftead of accruing to the furvi- 
ving members of the fociety to which 
fuch dead perfon had formerly be- 
longed, 'fhey were likewifc to have 
been permitted to marry, if they had 
chofe it, and yet to retain during their 
lives the parcels of land that would 
have been fo allotted to them, not- 
withftanding they would thereby hava 
departed from the rules of the reli- 
gious fociety to which they had for- 
merly belonged. And, on the other 
hand, they were to have been permit- 
ted 
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ted to continue in their refpective con- enjoyment of the temporal fruits of- 

vents and houfes during their lives in their benefices, of interdicting divine 

a ftate of celibacy, and in the obfer- worflup in churches and chapels, and 

Vance of the rules of their refpeftive of excommunicating perfons and pro- 

orders, if they had preferred that hibithg priefts from adminiftring the 

manner of life to the other. And it facraments to them, as he is well 



was further provided that the lands 
which mould then have accrued to 
the crown upon the deaths of the fe- 
veral members of thefe religious com- 
munities, mould be veiled unalienably 
in the crown, and the revenues of 
them applied to the fupport of the ci- 
vil government of the Province, the 



known to have done with refpeft to 
Mr. Lewis de Loubilliere, a Romifti 
prieft in that Province of a good fa- 
mily and comfiderable abilities who had 
the misfortune to fall under his dif- 
pleafure in the year 1771. And 
fpecial penalties were appointed in 
that draught to be inflLfted on the 



whole burthen of which has hitherto faid bifhop, in cafe he mould prefuirie 



been borne by Great-Britain. 

This firft provifton would have fobn 
extinguifhed the focieties of monks 
and nuns and fecular priefts of St* 
Sulpicius throughout the Province, 
without the leaft injury to any one 
individual ; which would have greatly 
weakened the power of the Popifh re- 
ligion in Canada. For the convents 
and other religious houfes are the nur- 
feries and-fupports of that religion, and 
(to oie a metaphor not unfuitable to 



to exercife any of the aforefaid dange- 
rous and prohibited powers of his of- 
fice,' and mould be convicted in the 
fupreme court of the Province of hav- 
ing done fb.— And it was further 
provided in the faid draught that, af- 
ter the death or refignation of the pre- 
sent Popifh bifhopof Quebec, no other 
Popifh bifhop fhould be permitted to 
exercife any authority at all (even in 
thofe lefs dangerous articles of ordain- 
ing priefts, confirming adults, &c.) 



the nature of a religion fo adverfe and in the province ; but that a Proteftant 

1 *i«i " ' . ^i. _ t» ».7jl __ Win.— /I 1J ^_J^.]_ ^1 • 1 • n J- 



hoftile to the Britnh government as 
that is,) may be juftly confidered as 
its head quarters. 

In the fecond place it was propofed 
in the faid draught of an aft of par- 
liament, that the Popifh bifhop of 
Quebec fhould be restrained from exer- 
cising the dangerous powers of his of- 



bifhop fhould refide there in his ftead, 
for the convenience and fatisfaclion of 
the clergy of me church of England 
in Amenca, and who could go to 
Quebec to be ordained with more eafe 
than they can crofs the Seas. And, 
to fupply the want of a Popifh bifhop 
in the Province with refpecl to the ne- 



fice,and confined to the bufinefs of ceffary bufinefs of ordaining new Ro- 

ordaining new priefts when they were man-Catholic priefts, it was provided 

wanted, cohftrming adult perfons, in the faid draught that the young Ca- 

and consecrating churches, church- nadians who fhould be educated for the 

yards and burying-grounds, and the fervice of the' church of Rome in Ca- 

like, to holy ufes, and to the per nada, at the college, or feminary of 

formance of fuch Other ceremonies of Quebec (which it was propofed to keep 

a merely fpiritual nature as feemed to up, with all its revenues, its rules and 

be attended with no inconvenience to orders, and public teachers, for that 

the public. The dangerous powers purpofe,) fhould be fent to England at 

which he was to have been reltrained the public expence, and from England 

from exercifing were chiefly thofe of to Munfter in Germany, or the Po- 

depriving priefts of their benefices, pifh Canton of Lucerne in Swit$er- 

©f fufpendin^ them from the exercife land, or to fome Other Popifh country 

of their ipkitual functions and the E m 
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in Europe, (other than France, to be 
ordained priefts by the Popifh bifhop 
of* fuch country, and fhould after- 
wards return to die Province of Que- 
bec in the fame manner, at the pub- 
lic expence, there to fupply the livings 
that might happen to be vacant. 
This expence wbuld have been but 
trifling ; probably not more^than 3 or 
400I. a year: and the voyage, to En- 
gland and journey to Munfter or Lu- 
cerne, or whatever other place his 
Majefty mould have chofen for that 
purpofe,) would have been confidered 
as a tour of pleasure rather than, a 
hardfhip, by the young candidates for 
holy orders who would have taken 
them, and thus the ordination of new 
priefts would have been prpvided for 
without permitting a ^Popifh bifhop 
to refide m Canada for that purpofe; 
and that party of the more zealous 
and high-church Roman Catholics in 
the Province of Quebec, who wifhed 
to have a bifhop refident amongft 
them for the greater fplendor and 
more permanent eftablifhment of their 
religion, would have been deprived 
of almoft the only plaufible pretext 
they could ufe with the Britilh go- 
vernment to obtain one, and by die 
ufe of which they did fo for prevail 
(as it is generally fuppofed,) with the 
minifters of ftate in England in the 
winter 1765, and fpring 1766, as to 
obtain for the prefent bifhop of Que- 
bec, John-Olivier Briand, a verbal, 
fecret permiffion, by connivance only, 
and without any legal licenfe, to go - 
back to Canada (where he had before 
lived many years as a prieuy) in the 
office and character of bifhop of Que- 
bec, upon a ftipulation that he fhould 
confine himfelf to the fingle bufinefs 
of ordaining priefts, or be only, (ac- 
cording to the expreffion which he 
himfjblr is faid to have made ufe of 
' to his friends in the month of June, 
1766, upon his firft arrival at Quebec 
in that character,) un Jimple faijeur de 
fretres* But the event has' unfortu- 



nately {hewn that fuch ftipulations are 
not much to be depended on. 

By thefe provisions the power of 
the Popifh bifhop of Quebec, (which 
now operates as a center of union to 
all the Roman Catholics in the Pro- 
vince, fo as to keep them in a ibift 
adherence to their religion, and to 
prevent and check in die birth, the 
firft inclinations that any of them may 
feel to deviate in any degree from it 
or abandon any of its tenets,) would 
have been refbained within due bounds 
during the life of the prefent bifhop, 
and totally abolifhed after his death ; 
and every Canadian would have been 
left at full liberty to be as much or as 
little a Roman Catholic as he fhould 
have pleafed. And this liberty would 
probably very fbon have operated in 
favour of the Proteftant religion, fince 
it is certain that terror and extrtam 
ignorance are the only means by 
which the Popifh religion is fupported 
in any country. 

I N the thud place it was propofed 
in the faid draught of an aft of par- 
liament, that all the Romifh priefts 
in the faid Province fhould have been 
permitted to marry without lofmg 
their benefices on that account, un- 
lefs a memorial was prefented to the 
Governor by a majority of the houfe- 
keepers of the parifh of which any 
fuch married prieft fhould have been 
Rector, complaining of his marriage 
as rendering him incapable, in their 
opinion, of exercifing the prieftly of- 
fice, and praying the Governor to 
remove him, ana give them another 
prieft that was unmarried; in which 
cafe their petition fhould be complied 
with. And it was propofed that 
the parifhioners fhould be at liberty 
to make fuch a memorial againft him 
only during the laft eighteen months 
of the firft two years after his mar- 
riage, and, if they omitted to make 
it during that time, lhould be deemed 
to have acquiefced in his marriage, 
and cgn/ejued to bave him continued 
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as their Rector; and that all coxa- 
plaints againft him afterwards on that 
account fhould be of no effect. 

It is probable that many of tke 
Parifh-priefts might, by great mo- 
deration, affability, piety, and dili- 
gence in the drfcharge of their paro- 
chial duties, have acquired a fufficient 
degree- of intereft with their parishion- 
ers, to have afforded them a kind of 
moral certainty that no fuch memorial, 
iigned by more than half the houfe- 
Jteepers in the parifh, would be pre- 
sented againfl them in cafe they fhtmld 
enter the married ftate: and under 
this perfuaiion we may fuppofe that,* 
when an aft of parliament mould have 
declared it lawful for them to do fo, 
many of them would have entered 
into that flate. And this, it is evi- 
dent, would have been a great ftep 
towards their becoming Proteftants 
with refpeft to other doctrines. And, 
the more to encourage them to take 
this important flep, it was further 
proofed in the faid draught of an 
aft of parliament, that in all the 
more valuable benefices in the Pro- 
vince, whofe annual amount was more 
than one thoufand bufhels of corn, 
the widows of the married incum- 
bents mould have a dower during 
their lives out of the benefices of their 
deceafed hufbaijds, to the amount of 
one fixth part of the annual value of 
the benefice, or one half of the dower 
of widows allowed by the common 
law of England out of lay eftates. 

And in the fourth place it was pro- 
vided in the faid draught of an act 
of parliament, that Juftices of the 
Peace fhould have had a power to 
join people in holy matrimony as well 
as the priefts of either the Popiih or 
the Proteflant religion ; and this by 
a fimple ceremony fet forth in the 
draught, which would have fuited 
perfons of all religions in the world. 
This was intended to facilitate the 
intermarriages of the Britifh and 
French inhabitants of the Province, 



and to prevent the obflruftions to 
them that might arife either from the 
parties themfelves, who might fcruple 
to be married according to the cere- 
monies of a religion they did not be- 
lieve, or from the priefts, who might 
refufe to marry perions who were not 
both of the religion they profeflfed. 

Thefe, Mr. Printer, are fome of 
the provifions made in that draught 
of an aft of parliament for the en- 
couragement of the Proteflant reli- 
gion in the Province of Quebec, by 
which the author of it hoped that the 
inconveniencies that might otherwife, 
arife from the revival of the legal 
right of the Popifh Clergy to their 
tythes might be counter-acted and 
prevented. And even with thefe 
provifions, he doubted whether it 
would be expedient to revive this 
right, and was inclined to think that 
it would have been better to poflpone 
the final fettlement of the affairs of 
religion in the Province to fome fu- 
ture time, and to fettle for the pre* 
fent only the laws relating to civil and 
temporal matters, and to eflahlifh a 
proper legiflature in the Province. 
And with this view he prepared three 
feparate draughts of acb of parlia- 
ment, to wit, one for eftablifhing a 
legiilative Council in the Province, 
(confifting of 31 Proteflant members, 
all unremovcable and unfufpendible 
by the Governor, and removeable 
only by the King in Council,) for fe- 
ven years/ at the end of which time 
he hoped it might be found practica- . 
ble and expedient to permit the peo- 
ple of that country to chuie an Af- ; 
fembly, agreeably to the King'& pro- 
mife, in his proclamation of October, 
1763 ; a fecond for fettling th? laws 
of the Province, and determining in 
what points the French Ia*s fhould 
be permitted to continue, and in what 
points they fhould be fuperleded by 
the Engliih laws; and this third 
draught for fettling the affairs of re- 
ligion, And he wifhed either that 
E z the 
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the two former draughts mould be even to BritHh fubje&s of England 



adopted by Parliament, or that the 
matters contained in them mould be 
fettled in fome better manner; and 
that the latter draught relating to ve- 
ligion, jnight have been laid aiide tor 
the prefent, and referved for more 
mature confideration. And this he 
the rather thought advifeable, becaufc 
the Canadiars in general were very 
eafy upon the matter of their reli- 
gion, of which they enjoyed the fulleft 
toleration that can be conceived, to 
their own great and moll agreeable 
aftonimment: and, as to the article 
of tythes, they were, for the" moft 
part, very well pleafed with the li- 
berty they had enjoyed ever fince the 
capitulation in September 1760, of 
paying them, or not, as they liked. 
belt, which, they faid, kept, their 



and Ireland, born under the allegi- 
ance of the Crown, that profefc the 
Roman Catholic religion, and to 
which therefore the Canadians could 
be by no means intided, and which,. 
in the opinion of the gentlemen wjio 
prepared thofe draughts of acts of 
pailiament, it was rot expedient to- 
grant them. Upon thefe accounts he. 
thought there was no occafion to> 
make any immediate* fcttlement con- 
cerning the affairs of religion in the. 
Province, but that it would have been 
more prudent to leave them in their 
then prefent condition, with the tythes 
voluntary, &c. till two or three years 
after the other matters, which re- 
quired a more immediate attention, 
namely, the fcttlement of the laws 
concerning temporal matters and the 



prieits in good order, and made them appointment of a provincial legiila- 



lefs infolent than they had ufed to be. 
And accordingly we find that the 
French petition of Dec. 1773 (which 
was presented to the King's Majefty, 
about the month of February, 1774 



ture, ihould have been difpatched. 
But, as lib Majeity's Miniftera might 
be of a different opinion, and might 
refolve to fettle every thing relating 
to the Province at one Ilroke, he drew 



and feems to have been the ground of up that third draught above-men 

the late act of parliament for regu- tioned of an act for fettling the af- 

lating the government of that Pro- fairs of religion, in which he inferted 

vince,) makes no mention of any a provifion tor every article upon t)ie 

grievances relating to the exercife of fubject that he could recollect to ftand 

the Popifn religion, and contains no in need of one, and endeavoured 

requeft that the people are obliged to throughout the whole of it, to give 

pay the prieits their tythes. Indeed the moll ample toleration to the Rot 

th^ main object of that petition feems man Catholic religion, and even, it 

to have been not a liberty to profefs mull be confefled, went fo far as to 

the doctrines, or attend the worlhip give thj priefts a legal right to their 

of the Roman Catholic religion ; (for tythes; but at the fame time abo- 



that they already enjoyed in the highefl 
degree poffible ;)— nor a compulfive 
law to force them to pay the tythes to 
their prieits ; (for that they were well 
pleafed to have left to their own 
choice and difcretion;) — . — but a re- 



limed the monafteries both of- monks 
and nuns; — reftrained the power of 
the prefent Popiih Bifhop within fafe 
and reasonable bounds ; — prevented 
his having a Popiih fncceiior; and 
directed that .a Proteilant BiAiop 



moval of the incapacity, arifing from fhould after his death or refignation, 

their religion, to hold places of truft refide in the Province in hw ftead, 

and power ; which removal is a thing in order to transfer all the weight 

totally diitinct from toleration, and arifing from the fplendor of that of- 

was a degree of indulgence, or favour, fice to the Proteitant fcale; en- 

which it is not thought fate to grant couraged the Popifh priefts to marry*; 

and 
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and provided a dower for their wives; 
— —facilitated the marriages of Pro* 
teftants with Roman Catholics, by 
appointing a fimple ceremony for that 
purpofe to be performed by a civil 
magillrate ; ^— continued upon Ro- 
man Catholics the legal incapacity to 
hold places of truft and power, under 
which they lie in other parts of the 
Britim empire, and which would ne- 
ceflarily have had a filent, but contN* 
"pual, operation to induce them to 
quit the errors of Popery ; and took 
other precautions that were favourable 
to the Proteftant religion, and were 
Ukely to encourage both the laiety 
and clergy of Canada to embrace it. 
Thefe provifions in favour of the 
Proteftant religion mult be his excufe 
for having propofed in one part of 
his draught to give the Popifh priefts 
a legal right to their tythes, which 
perhaps after all is a meafure that 
ought not to have been adopted. 
Whether it oujjbt or not, is a point 
he muft fubnoit to the judgment of 
candid perfons. But thus much is 
certain and evident, that to give the 
priefts a right to their tythes, when 
the gift is accompanied with all the 
provifions above-mentioned to weaken 
and difcountenance the Roman Ca- 
tholie, and encourage and introduce 
the Proteftant religion in the Pro- 
vince, is a very different meafure 
from a gift of the fame right unac- 
companied with thofe provifions. And 
confequently a perfon that has advifed 
the former meafure ought not to be 
fuppofed on that account to have ap- 
proved the latter, or to be thought 
inconfiftent with himfelf if he does 
not approve it. 

Thus much I have thought it ne- 
ceflary to fay in vindication of Mr. 
Maferes from the charge of having 
been the advifer of the claufe in the 
late aft of parliament whkh gives the 
priefts a legal right to their tythes. 
But before J entirely. quit the fubjeft, . 
I beg leave to add a few words con- 



cerning the meaning of die word 
eftablijhment when applied to a reli- 
gion k which feems to have fomewhat 
puzzled your correspondent the writer 
of the above-mentioned letter, as well 
as fome other perfons. Now it ap* 
pears to me that there are three dif- 
ferent methods in which a religion 
may be fupported, which are diitin* 
guimed from each other by the words 
Toleration* Endowment, and Ejiablijb* 
punt. When the government of a 
country permits the profeflbrs of a 
religion to meet together in places of 
wormip of their own building or hir* 
ing, and to have divine worinip per* 
formed in them according to the rites 
they chufe to adopt, by priefts, oc 
minifters, of their own, whom they 
employ and hire for the purpofe; that 
religion is faid to be tolerated. 

Thus, the Quakers are tolerated 
in England, and thofe of the Prefby-* 
terians, and other Proteftant dillen- 
ters, who comply with the conditions 
required by the toleration-acl., Bot 
the other Proteftant dhTenters who do 
not comply with thofe conditions, 
(and who are at this day much the 
greater part of the whole body) are 
not tolerated, but are expofed to the 
penalties of ievere laws tor meeting, 
together to worlhip God according to 
their confidence, the bifhops having 
twice refufed their aiTent to bills pafled 
by the Houfe of Commons for ex- 
empting them from thofe penalties. 
And in like manner the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion was tolerated in Canada 
before the late aft of parliament. For 
the people were penwitted to aflemble 
in their churches and chapels to hear 
mafs and to receive the facramenta. 
according to the rites of the church of 
Rome, and the priefts to officiate*, 
therein, without any moleftation what- . 
foever ; and the tytacs and other pro- 
fits paid to the priefts on this account, 
were paid voluntarily by the people 
who followed that mode of- worftup* 
without any right in the priefts to com- 
pel 
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pel the payment of them by a fuit at 
law. This was perfefi toleration. 

But it is poffible that a government, 
though it may think it neceflary in 
point of jufticeto permit the followers 
of a particular religion to meet toge- 
ther in moderate numbers to worfhip 
God in their own way, may yet not 
think it expedient to let that religion 
take root in the country in a manner 
that is likely to increafe the number of 
its votaries. And in this cafe they 
may forbid its being endowed by gifts 
of land, or other permanent property, 
afligned to truftees for the permanent 
lupportofit. This I apprehend would 
not be inconfiftent with toleration, nor 
at all unjuft towards the profeffors of 
fuch barely-tolerated religion j be- 
caufe every ftate has a right to judge 
of the utility of the purposes for which 
it allows the property of any of its 
members to be aliened in mortmain. 

But on the other hand it is poffible 
that a government may think a parti- 
cular mode of religion, though not 
worthy to be fupported and encouraged 
by public authority, yet to be fo very 
innocent and inoffenfive to the ftate 
that they may indulge the profenors 
of it with a liberty to alien their Land, 
or other property, in mortmain, for the 
permanent iupport of the minifters and 
teachers of it ; as in England and other 
countries in Europe, men are permit- 
ted to foundprofeiibrfhips of theiciences 
in univerfuies, or to alien a part of their 
property in mortmain for the main- 
tenance of the profeffors of them. 
Where this is permitted with refpeft 
to any particular religion, and private 
perfons have made ule of fuch permif- 
£on, and have fettled permanent funds 
for the maintenance of the minifters 
and teachers of fuch religion, that re- 
ligion may be faid to be endowed. 

Laftly, where the government of a 
country provide a fund by their own 
pubiick authority for the maintenance 
of the miniftejs and teachers of any re- 



ligion, fuch a religion is faid to be e£» 
tablifhed. 

Thus, before the reformation the 
Popiih religion was eftablifhed in Eng- 
land, becaufe tythes, and other pub- 
lick funds, were appointed by the law 
of the land for the maintenance of the 
priefts that taught it. And at the 
reformation, by the ftatuteofthe ifl 
of Elizabeth, cap. i,~for abolishing 
the foreign jurifdiftion of the Pope ; 
all priefts who held benefices were re- 
quired to abjure the fupremacv of the 
Pope,' and acknowledge that of the 
Queert; that is, the benefices, or pub- 
lick funds affigned for the maintenance 
of the pubiick teachers of religion, 
were transferred from the Popiih 
priefts, who acknowledged the Pope 
to be the head of the church, to Uie 
Proteftant priefts who acknowledged 
the Queen to be fo : and by that trans- 
fer, tne Proteftant religion became tf~ 
tablijhcd* This is the only fenfe in 
which the church of England can be 
faid to be eftablifhed at this day. Its 
priefts are paid for performing its cere- 
monies, and teaching its do&rines, by 
funds affigned to them by the public 
authority of the ftate. And in the 
fame fenfe the Roman Catholick reli- 
gion may be faid to be eilabliftied in 
Canada by the late aft of parliament. 
For a public fund, to wit, the tythes 
of the Popifti parifhioners, that is, of 
49 perfons, out of jo throughout the 
province, is thereby affigned to the 
Romifh priefts as a maintenance and 
reward for performing the ceremonies, 
and teaching the doctrines of that re- . 
ligion. 

I know that fome perfons have aflert- 
ed that this meafure is not an eftablifti- 
ment of the Popiih religion in Canada, 
becaufe the Proteftant parishioners are 
not obliged to pay tythes to the Ro- 
mifh priefts. But this afte&s only the 
quantum of the provifion made for the 
maintenance of thofe priefts and the 
religion they arc to teach. It is fome- 

what 
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what lefs ample than it would be if the 
Proteftants were forced to pay the 
tythes to them as well as the Roman 
Catholicks. But the nature and de- 
fign of tne provifion are the fame in 
both cafes. It is a fond provided by 
pubHck authority for the fopport of 
jjrieffs, to exercife and teach the re- 
ligion of the church of Rome. And 
this, I prefume, is all that is meant 
by thofe who have affirmed that the 
Popiih religion is eftablijbed by this 
act of parliament, and is all that the 
words, eftablijbment of a religion, na- 
turally and ufually import. 

Before I conclude, I beg leave ,to 
obferve, that in the draught of the 
aft of parliament for fettling the af- 
airs * of religion in the province of 
Quebec which your correfpondent re- 
fers to, Mr. Maferes has been mifta- 
ken in a point of fact concerning the 
quantum of the tythes paid to the parifh 
priefts of Canada in the time of the 
French government; and your cor- 
refpondent has adopted the miftake. 
Mr. Maferes in that draught, has fta- 
ted the tythes as having been the 13th 
part of the fruits of the earth, at the 
time of the conqueft .of that country. 
This he did upon the authority of the 
edict of Lewis the 14th, in the year 
1663, which originally appointed the 
payment of tythes in that province, 
and fixed it at that rate. But upon a 
complaint of the land-holders of the 
province in 1667, to the fuperior coun- 
cil of Quebec, that this was too great 
a burthen upon their infant fettlements, 
it was, by a proviiional ordinance of 
that council, reduced to the 26th bufhel 
of corn threihed out and made fit to 
put up in the granary ; and this re- 
duction was afterwards confirmed by 
an edict of Lewis the 14th in 1672, 
and continued ever after. But this 
change of the original edict of 1663, 
was not mentioned in the fhort and im- 
perfect abftraft of the French edict and 
ordinances relating to Canada, which 
Mr. M confulted when he was 



preparing that draught of an aft or* 
parliament ; and this omif&on led him 
into that mhtake. 

I remain your humble fervant, 
PHILALETHES. 



Fragment of a Speech made in the Cent- 
ral Congrefs of America, by one of 
the Delegates in 1775. 

THE great God, Sir, who is the 
fearcher of all things, will witnefs for 
me, that I have fpoken to you, from 
the bottom and purity of my heart. 
We have heard that this is an arduous 
confideration. And furely, Sir, we 
have confidered it earneflly. I may 
think of every gentleman here, as f 
know of myfelf, that, for feven year* 
paft, this queilion has filled the day* 
with anxious thought, and the night 
with care. The God to whom we 
appeal, muft judge us. If the griev- 
ances, of which we complain, did not 
come upon us unprovoked and unex- 
pected—when our hearts were filled 
with refpectful affection for our parent 
Hate, and with loyalty to our King- 
let flavery, the worft of human ills, 
be our portion. Nothing lefs than 
feven years of infulted complaints and 
reiterated wrongs, could have fhaken 
fuch rooted fentimenta. Unhappily 
for us, fubmiulon and flavery are th* 
fame; and we have only the melan- 
choly alternative left — of ruin or re- 
finance. 

The laft petition * of this Congrefi 
to the king, contained all that our 
unhappy fituation could fuggeft. It 
reprefented our grievances ; implored 
redrefs, and profefled our readinefj to 
contribute for the general want, to the 
utmoft of our abilities, when conftitu- 
tionally required. 

The apparently gracious reception 
it met with, promifcd us a due confi- 
deration of it) and that confideration 

relief. 
* la I774, prefepted lift ChrifttQu» 
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But, alas \ Sir, it feems at which would dc concealed under th* 

inactivity of tranquil times. It roufes 
and enlightens. Jt produces a people 
of animation, energy, adventure, and 
gieatnefs. Let us confult hiftory; 
Did not the Grecian republics profpef 



relief. 

that moment the very reverfe was in- 
tended. For it now appears, that in 
a very few days after this fpecious an- 
fwer to our agents, a circular letter 
was privately written by the fame Se 



cretary of State, to the Governors of anlid continual warfare ? Their prof- 

the Colonies, before parliament had perity, their power, their fplendor, 

been corifulted, pronouncing the Gon- grew from the all-animating fpirit of 

grefs illegal, our grievances pretended, war— 'Did not the cottages of fhep- 

andvainlycommandingthemtoprevent herds, rife into imperial Rome, the? 

©ur meeting again. Perhaps, Sir, the miftrefs of the world, the nurfe of he 



minifters of a great nation, -never be- 
fore committed an aft of fuch narrow 
policy and treacherous duplicity. They 
found parliament, however, prepared 
to fupport every one of their mea- 
fures. 

I forbear, Sir, entering into a de- 
tail of thole acts, which, from their 
atrocioufnefs, muftbe felt and re- 
membered for ever. They are cal- 
culated to carry fire and fword, famine 
and defolation, through thefe flourifh- 
ing Colonies. They cry, " Havoc, 
and let flip the dogs -of war." The 
extremes of rage and revenge, againft 
the worft of enemies, could not dic- 
tate meafures more defperate and de- 
ftructive. 

There are fome people who trem- 
ble at the approach of war. They 
fear, that it mull put an inevitable 



roes, the delight of gods ! through 
the invigorating operation of uncea- 
sing wars ! — Per damna, per eadts, ab 
ipfo dux'tt epes animumqsu ferro ."-How 
often has Flanders been the theartro 
of contending powers, con Aiding hofts, 
and blood ! Yet what country is more 
flourifhing and fertile? — Trace back 
the hiflory bf our parent Hate. Whe- 
ther you view her arraying Angles 
againft Danes; Danes againft Saxons; 
Saxons againft Normans ; the Barons 
againft the ufurping Princes, or the 
civil wars of the red and white rofes* 
or that between the people and the 
tyrant Stuart— you fee her in a ftate 
of almoft continual warfare. In almoft 
every reign, to the commencement of 
that of Henry the Vllth, her peaceful 
bofom (in her poet's phrafe) was gored 
with iron war. It was in the peaceful 



flop to the further progrefs of thefe reigns of Henry VII. Henry VIII 



Colonies ; and ruin irretrievably thofe 
benefits, which the mduftry of centu- 
ries has called forth, from this once 
lavage land. I may commend the 
anxiety of thefe men, without praiftng 
their judgment. 

War, like other evils, is often 
wholefome. The waters that flag- 
nate, corrupt. The ftorm that works 
the ocean into rage, renders it falu- 
tary. Heaven has given us nothing 
«nmixed. The rofe is not with- 
the thorn. War calls forth the 



and Charles II. that fhe raftered the 
fevereft extremities of tyranny and 
oppreffion. But amid her civil con* 
tendons, fhe flourifhed and grew ftrong, 
Trained in them, fhe font her hardy 
legions forth, which planted the 
ftandard of England upon the battle- 
ments of Paris ; extending her com* 
merce and her dominion. 



Thofe noble Englifh, who could en- 
en tcrtain 

With half their forces, the full power 
of France, 



out 

great virtues and efforts, which 



Pathm fault* dijku iuerti* Allo J' 



peace 

\tdma virtus." It opens refources 



All out of work, and cold for action." 

The 
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*SThe beautiful fabric of her confti- 
futional liberty was reared and ce- 
mented in blood. From this fullnefs 
of her £rcngth thofe fcions ifliied, 
which taking deep root in this delight- 
ful land, have reared their heads, and 
fpread abroad their brandies like the 
cedars of Lebanon, 

Why fear we then, to purfue, 
through apparent evil — real good? 
TThe war, upon which we are to enter, 
is juft and neceflary.' Juftum eft hel- 
ium, ubi neeejfarium ; et pia arma, qui- 
bus nullity nifi in armis, relinquitur 
/pes, 1 ' It is to protect thefe regions, 
brought to fuch beauty through the 
infinite toil and hazard of our fathers 
and ourfelves, from becoming the 
piev of that more defolatmg cruel 
fpoiler, than war, pestilence, or fa- 
mine,— abfblute rule and endlefs ex-, 
fortipn. 

Our fufferings have been great — our 
endurance long, Every effort of pa- 
tience, complaint, and fupplication, 
has been exhauflea^ They feem only 
to have hardened the hearts of the 
minifters who opprefs us, and double 
pur diftrclTes. Let us therefore confult 
only how we fhall defend our liberties 
with dignity and fuccefs. Our parent 
{late will then think us worthy, of her, 
when fhe fees that with her liberty we 
inherit her rigid refolution of main- 
taining it againft all invaders. Let 
us give her reafon to pride herfelf in 
the relationfhip. 

And thou, great liberty ! infpire ouj; 
fouls* 

Jtf ake our lives happy in thy pure em* 
brace, 

Qr our deaths glorious in thy juft de- 
fence ! 



counts that have been current among 
us, and now'falfely pretended to be 
erroneous. It was even aiTerted that 
the benefits our bell writers pretend to 
be derived from the pofTetfion of the 
Colones are imaginary, and in no 
refpeft to be admitted : now, in an~ 
fwer to f«ch aflertions let me trans- 
cribe from the belt informed of our 
writers on American affairs, a paffagS 
or two in anfwer to thefe aflertions. 

Staples from the fugar Colonies, 

. 2,702,060 

Duties, * — - 514,009 

Freight, — 036,902 

3,852,962 ; 
Southern Colonies, 



Staples, 
Freight, 



722,700 
$50,000 



972,703 

Northern Colonies, 

Staples, *— 357,228 

Freight, — 165,000 

Duties, — 15**770 

Re-exportation^ — 157,500 

Sundries, — 98,562 



Importance of the American Colonies, 

AMONGST other arguments 
which have been ufed agaiuft the Co- 
lonies, is, that they are not of equal 
advantage to this country wi^h the ac- 



930,060 
3,852,962 

972,700- 

Total wealth refulting 5,755,722 

to Britain from all 

her Colonies. 

This account ought to be well at- 
tended to in the prefent unhappy dis- 
putes with America. Sui-ely.it ought 
to open the eyes of thofe men who 
aifea to tell us of how little confer 
quence thefe fettlements are which 
pour into the lap of this country near fix 
xnillions annually. Do our minifters in 
their wiftiom think this is an object of 
trifling importance? Can they ima- 
gine that the commerce of this coun- 
try c^n bear the lofs of fix millions ? 
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Can the rex^enue bear the attendant 
lofs ? Can our manufactures fupport the 
correfponding decline ? Let thefe points 
be fenoufly confidered before we per- 
mit in meafures whofe tendency is to 
overturn and annihilate all thefe great 
and important interefts. Let the gen- 
tlemen who in the public prints * take 
upon them to defend the meafures of 
government — let them give us reafons 
as weighty as this table in fupport of 
the conduct of government. The call 
is vain — they cannot do it. The at- 
tempt would be frivolous. Our greater 
Writers would fall under it. 



The following paper needs no com- 
ment. The propriety of publim- 
ing it at this time, is obvious. If 
the minifters chufe to make peace 
with the Americans, here is a pre- 
cedent ; of a treaty cf peace made 
w with people in fimilar circumftances. 
This treaty was laid before the 
Houfe of Commons, (with the 
letters and papers, relative to the 
affairs pf the Eail-India company, 
in fpme of which there was a re- 
ference to it, as a precedent for the 
form of a treaty to be made iii the 
eafl) and is ftill to be found among 
the papers of that houfe. 

Cpfy of a treaty <with Caftpin Cudjce, 
dated March the ijl, 1739, ' 

JAMAICA^ 

AT the Camp neiar Trelawny- 
Town, March the ift, 173!, in the 
name of God Amen. — Whereas Cap- 
tain Cudgoe, Captain Accompong, 
Captain Johnny, Captain CufFee, 
Captain Quacow, and feveral other 
negroes, their dependents and adhe- 
rents, have been in a flute of war and 
hoflility for feveral years part, againft 
Our Sovereign Lord the King, andtlie 
inhabitants of this iiland ; and whereas 
peace and friendfhip among mankind, 
aftd the preventing the eifufion of blood, 



is agreeable to God, confonant torea* 
fon, and defired by every good man 3 
And whereas his Majefly. George the 
Second,King of Great-Britain, France, 
and Ireland, and of Jamaica, Lord, 
&c. has by His Letters Patent, dated 
February the 24th, 1738', in 'the 
Twelfth Year of his reign, granted 
full power and authority to John Gu- 
thrie, and Francis Sadler, Efquires, 
to negotiate and finally conclude e 
treaty cf peace and friendfhip with the 
aforefaid Captain Cudjoe, the refl of 
his Captains, adherents, and others 
his. men, they mutually, fmcerely, 
anJ amicably have agreed to the fol- 
lowing articles. 

1 ft. That hoftilities mall ceafe on 
both fides for ever. 

2d. That the faid Captain Cudjoe, 
the reft pf his captains, and adherents, 
and men mail be for ever hereafter in 
p. perfect: ftate of freedom and liberty, 
excepting thofe, who have been taken 
by them, or fled to them within two 
years laft pafl, if fuch are willing to 
return to their faid mailers and own- 
ers, with full pardon and indemnity 
from their faid mailers and owners for 
what is pafl, provided always that, 
if they are not willing to return, they 
/hall remain in fubjection to Captain 
Cudjoe, and in friendfhip with us ac» 
cording to the form and tenure of this 
treaty, 

3d. That they mail enjoy and pof- 
fefs for themfelves, and pollerity for 
ever, all the lands, fituate, and lay,* 
ing between Trelawny-Town, and 
the Cockpits, to the amount of 150b 
acres, bearing north-well from the 
faid Trelawny-Town. 

4th. That they (hall have liberty to 
plant the faid lands with coffee, cocoa, 
ginger, tobacco and cotton, and to 
breed cattle, hogs, goats, or any 
other flock, and difpofe of the pro- 
duce or Increafe of the faid commo- 
dities to the inhabitants of this ifland; 
provided always that when they bring 
the faid commodities to market, they 

fhaJJ 
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Ijfiall apply firft to. the cuftos,, or any 
other magiftrate of the refpe&ive pa- 
*ifhes, where they expqfe their goods 
to fale for a licenfe to vend the fame. 

5th. That Captain Cudjoe, and 
allthe Captains, adherents, ari'd peo- 
ple now In fubje&ion to him, fhall alt 
live together within the bounds of 
Trelawny-Town, and that they have 
liberty to hunt, where they fhall think 
fit, except within three miles of any 
fettlement, crawl, or pen, provided 
always, that, in cafe the hunters of 
Captain Cudjoe, and thofe of other 
fettlements meet, then the hogs to be 
equally divided between both parties. 

6th. That the faid Captain Cudjoe, 
and his fucceffors, do ufe their bell en- 
deavours to take, kill, fupprefs, or 
deftroy, either by themfejves, or joint- 
ly with any other number of men, 
Commanded on that fervice by His 
Excellency the Governor, or Com- 
mander in Chief for the time being, 
Sill rebels whatfoever they be through- 
out this ifland, uhlefs they fubmit to 
the fame terms of accommodation, 
granted to Captain Cudjoe, and his 
{uccefTors. 

7th. That in cafe this ifland be in- 
vaded by any foreign enemy, the faid 
Captain Cudjoe, and his fucceflbrfi 
herein afternamed, or to be appoint- 
ed, fhall then upon notice given, im- 
mediately repair to any place, the Go- 
vernor for the time being, fhall ap- 
point, in order to repel the faid in^ 
vaders, with his, Or their utmofl force, 
and to fubmit to the orders of the 
Commander in Chief on that occa- 
sion. 

8 th. That if any white man fhall do 
any manner of injury to Captain Cud- 
joe, his fucceffors, or any of his or 
their people, they fhall apply to any 
commanding officer, or magiftrate, in 
the neighbourhood for juftice, and in 
cafe Captain Cudjoe, or any of his 



9th. That if any negroes fhall here-^ 
after run away frorti their makers, of 
owners, and fall into Captain Cud- 
joe's hands, they fhall immediately be*." 
fent back to the chief magiftrate of the 
next parifh, where they are taken ; 
and thofe that bring them, are to be 
fatisfied for their trouble, as the, le- 
giflature fhall appoint. 

ioth. That all negroes taken fmce 
the raifing of this party by Captairi 
Cudjoe's people, fhall immediately be 
returned. 

nth. That Captain Cudjoe, and 
his fucceffors fhall wait on his Excel- 
lency, or the Commander in Chief* 
for the time being, once every year, if 
thereunto required. 

1 2th. That Captain Cudjoei dui 
ring his lifa, and the Captains fuc^ 
ceeding him fhall have full power to 
inflict any punifhment they think pro- 
per for crimes committed by their hien 
among themfelves, death Only ex- 
cepted, in which cafe, if the Captain 
thinks theydeferve death, he fhall be 
obliged to bring them before any juf- 
tice of peace, who fhall order proceed- 
ings on their trial equal to thofe of 
other free negroes. 

13th. That Captain, Cudjoe, with 
his people fhall cut clear, and keep 
open large and convenient rdads from 
Trelawny-Town, to Weftmoreland, 
and St. James's, and if poffible, to 
St. Elizabeths. 

1 4th. That two white men, to be 
nominated by his Excellency, or the 
Commander in Chief for the time be- 
ing, fhall conftantly live and refide 
with Captain Cudjoe, and his fuc- 
cefibrs, in order to maintain a friend- 
ly correfpondence with the inhabitants 
of this ifland. 

15th. That Captain Cudjoe, fhall 
during Ids life, be Chief Commander 
in Trelawny-Town ; after his deceafe, 
the command to devolve on his bro- 



people fhall do any injury to any white ther Captain Accompong, and in cafe 

ferfon, he fhall fubmit him felf, or de- of his deceafe, on his next brother 
ver up fuch offenders to juilice. Captain Johnny, and failing him Cap- 
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tain Cuffee, mall fucceed, who is to 
be fucceeded by Captain Quacow ; and 
after all their demifes, the governor 
or commander in chief for the time 
being mall appoint from time to time, 
whom he thinks fit for that com- 
mand, * 

In teftimony of the above prefents, 
we have hereunto fet our hands and 
,feals the day and date above written. * 
John Guthrie, (L-S.) 
Francis Sadler, (L.S.) 
Captain 
The Mark of f • 

CuDJOE. 



In Confequenct of the Afia firing upon 
New York (See Vol L p. 25 1 , &c J 
the following Letters faffed between 
the Mayor of New York, and Captain 
Vandeput* * 

Afia, Augufin, 1775. 
" A F T E R the event of Iaft night, 
t think it'neceflary to inform you, 
•that having information that it was 
intended by fome people in New- 
York to take away the guns from the 
battery, which, as ftores belonging to 
the King, it was my duty to protect; 
I fent a boat to lie near the more, to 
watch their motions ; foon after twelve 
they began to move the guns from the 
battery, which being obferved by the 
(Officer in the boat, he left his ftation 
to come on board to inform me thereof, 
but being perceived from the Ihcre, 
he was fired upon by a great ma- 
-ny mufketry, by whichj one of the 
men in the boat was^ fhot dead* 
Jdy duty called upon me to repel an 
attack of this fort, as well as to defend 
the guns, which occafioned me to fire 
upon the battery. I acquaint you 
with this, that the people of the town 
may not imagine it is my intention to 
do them any hurt, which I wifh as 
much as poflible to avoid ; but if they 
^ill perfift in beiiaving in fuch a man- 



ner as to make their fafety and m^ 
duty incompatible, the mifchiefs tha^ 
may arife muft lie at their doors, and 
not mine* 

I am, &c. G. Vandeput." 
An anfwer is defired* 
7"o the Mayor and Magifirates 
of New-York, 



Afia, Auguftn, i?7j, 
G$ntlemen, 

,r Whereas a boat belonging to hi 
Majefty's fhip Afia> (under my com- 
mand) was, between twelve and on« 
o'clock this morning, fired upon by a 
number of people, from the walls of 
the city, by which firing Qne man in 
the faid boat was fhot dead : and 
whereas his Majefty's cannon mounted 
upon the walls, were about that time, 
and afterwards taken off from thence; 
the perpetrators of which are guilty of 
the crimes expreffed in the ftatutes for 
fuch offences j this is to require at thf 
hands of the magiftrates, due fatisfac- 
tion for thefe high mifdemeanors, 
as I muft otherwife look upon 
thefe afts, not as acls of rioters, but 
as done by the whole community, I 
wrote a letter tp you this morning, to 
which I have not received any aniwer ; 
I muft therefore inform you, that if 
you do not think proper to fend fom* 
anfwer to this, as' foon as may rea- 
fonably be expected, I fhall look upon 
your iilence as a negative to my re- 
quifition, and fhall take fuch meafures 
as may feem neceffary to me accord- 
ingly. 

lam, &c. G* Vandeput,'* 
To the Mayor and principal 

Magiftrates. - 



Afia, JV. River, Augufi 25, 177$* 
Si r, 

" I received a letter frrm you :aft 
night, in which you faki thr." ou 
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'would this morning fend* me an expli- which I mall, if poflible, avoid doing 



cit anfwer to .my former letters. As 
you certainly have had fufficient time 
to make every neceflary enquiry, I am 
to deiire you will fend me your anfwer 
ppon the receipt of this. 

I am, Sir, your very humble fer- 
vant, 

G. Vandeput." 
To W> Hicks, Mjf. 



hurt to anyone. 

I arn^ Sir, your humble fervant, 

G. Vandbput.** 

To W> Hicks, Efq. 



Afia, N. Ri<ver> Aug, 25, 1775. 
Sr n, 
c< I have juft now received yours : 
In return to which I am to acquaint 
you that the mufket fired from our 
boat, was fired as a fignal towards 
the fhip, and not at the battery, as 
the people, in the boat will likewife 
make their affidavits of. You fay 
you are at a lofs to account how, my 

duty could oblige me to fire upon the the proprietors and the committees, 
city, in defence of thofe guns, in the concerning the expence of the bufiriefs, 
feat of civil government ; and you before any thing could be determined, 
add, that you can neither account for the fhips of the enemy appeared in 
my inducement, half* an hour after fight — Difpatches were immediately 



The following is an Account of the I aft 
Expedition of the Regulars, to Fijh* 
er*s, Gardiner**, Plum and Black 
JJlandS} for Stock, Provifion, Uc* 

THE defign of the Regulars to 
plunder thefe iflands, having been 
communicated to the inhabitants and 
Probrietors by the Congrefs of New- 
York, and other intelligences, as 
early as Tuefday the 8th, there was 
time to have taken off all the ftock, 
and fome was actually taken off; but 
fome differences having arifen between 



the return of t-e boat, and the re- 
moval of the cannon, for firing a 
broadfide at the city at large. You 
furely cannot doubt its being, my duty 
to defend every part of the King's 
floreg, . wherever they may be. For 
this purpofe I fired upon the battery, 
as the only means to prevent the in- 



fent to alarm and affemble the people 
on the Connecticut and Long-Ifland 
mores, who, notwithstanding the ut- 
moft hafte they could then make, were 
too late to prevent the execution of the 
defign of the enemy ; who, on Friday 
the nth, approached Gardiner's If- 
land, with the following veffels aud 



tcntions of the people employed in re- forces, viz. 7 tranfport imps, z brigs. 



moving the guns. For a confiderable 
time I thought they had defifted from 
their purpofe, till their huzzaing and 
their firing from the walls upon the 
jfiiip, convinced me to the contrary; 
this occafioncd the broadfide to be 
fired, not at the city at large, but as 
the mofl effectual method to prevent 
their perfifting in thsir purfiiit, which 
it were impoffible I could tell they had 
efFe&ed, I have no more to add, 
but that I fhouid perfift in doing what 



2 men of war, 1 mow of 10 guns, 1 
armed fchooner of 17 men and 200 
Regulars, as reported by the faitors 
landed on the iiland, and aflified by 
ten Tories from South-hold, &c. took 
off the following flock, &c. 

By the account of Benjamin Millar, 
the, overfeer, 1000 fheep, 30 hogs, 
13 geele, 3 calves, iooolb, cheeie; 
7 . tons of hay were taken off, and 
much damage done to gardens, fences, 
fowls, &c. When they went away, 



I Jfflow to be my duty; in the doing they left on the "table' half a guinea 

ana 
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*nd a piftareem Signed and attefted 
fy Benjamin Miller. 



The following Letter was left by the 
Commanding Officer, and gives 
Reafon to lufpecl that the Expedi- 
tion (as to Gardiner's Ifland) was 

, preconcerted with the Proprietors, 
or Manager. — The following is an 

. exacl Copy, viz*. 

Sia, 
" As we' have got losdded all the 
vefTels, I cannot come to your houfe 
according to prpmife ; I fend you ac- 
count of what l'have got off your if- 
land; fheep, 823; fat cattle, 59; 
cows, 3 ; calves, 3 ; one of the calves 
got away: the chcefe I will take ac- 
count of. — Send me fome pigs, fowls, 
potatoes, and ducks, and ibme bread, 
and when you come to Bolton, I will 
fecure your interefl to you if in my 
power. I ( am very forry it is not in 
iny power to come to your houfe, but 
fo good a wind we can not Hay ; the 
hay you mufl fend an account of by 
Capt. Lawrence. 

Sir, I am your's 

Abxjah Willant. 
.Jug. 11, 1775, 12 o'clock at night" 



The following Letters have lately paf- 
fed between the Mayor of Norfolk, 
and the Captain of the Mercury 
Man of War. 

Hit Majeftfs Ship Mercury, at Nor- 
folk, Auguft 12, 1775. 

Norfolk, Axgitft 12, 1775. 

Sir, 
I AM Jul! now informed by his 
Excellency Lord Dunmore, that Mr. 
Andrew Sprowle has received a fum- 
mons to attend a committee' in IsFor- 
&lk, on Thurfday next. ' The accu- 



fatlons alledged againfr. him are of 4 
mofl extraordinary nature. In the" 
fummons he is charged with having 
harboured his Majefty's troops in the 
(lores at Gofport. I am not furprifed 
that a fummons, grounded upon fuch 
accufations, mould be alarming to Mr. 
Sprowle ; particularly after the cruel 
and oppreffive treatment Mr.. Schaw 
lately received from a mob in Nor- 
folk. As I do moll earrieflly whn, 
and mall upon all occafions endeavour 
to promote the publice peace of this 
Province, I think it neceflary to ex-i 
plain to you, as chief magiflrate of the 
town of Norfolk, the conduct I mean 
to purfue, in hope of preferring that 
peace and obedience to the laws, fd 
ardently to be wifhed for by all loyal 
fubjecls and good citizens. I am fent 
hither to be the guardian of a Britifh 
Colony; to protect his Majeity's Go- 
vernor, and all the loyal fubjecls in 
the Province of Virginia. This is my 
duty, and mould wifh it to be known 
that my duty and inclination* go hand 
in hand. The fame principles, which 
have induced me not to harbour thtf 
flaves of any individual in this Pro- 
vince, will operate with me to protect 
the property of all loyal fubje£ls. As 
I have before obferved, that I (hall 
endeavour to promote the public peace 
of this Province, it is hardly necelfary 
to mention that I mall not remain an 
idle fpeftator, mould any violence be" 
offered to the perfons or property of 
any of his Majefty's fubjects. I havrf 
reafon to apprehend, that many gen-^ 
tlemen in this Province, from theif 
connections with government, or theif 
readinefs to fupply his Majeity's ftup* 
or fervants withprovifions, llores, &c. 
are held up as objects inimical to the 
liberties of America, and unjuftly 
centered for their loyal conduct. Men 
Uuder thefe circumitances, are more 
particularly entitled to my protection. 
1 have not the leafl doubt, from your 
defire and readinefs, upon a former 
occafion, to preferv* harmony in the 
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town of Norfolk, but you will hearti- 
ly concur with me in my endeavours to 
fupprefs all party jealoafies and ani- 
moftties, fo highly injurious to the 
welrare of a country. More effectual* 
\y to perform my part, I fhall, the firfl 
opportunity, place his Majefty's (hip, 
under my command, abreaft of the 
town ; and I mull afTure you, that not- 
with&anding I fhall feel the utmoft 
pain and reluctance, in being com- 
pelled to ufe violent meafures to pre- 
ferve the perfons and properties of his 
Majefly's fubjedls, yet I moil afTured- 
ly fhall, if it becomes necefTary, ufe 
the moft coercive meafures in my 
power, to fupprefs all unlawful com- 
binations and perfccutions within the 
Province of Virginia. 
I am, S I R, 
Your moll obedient humble fervant, 
John Macartney. 
JTo Paul Loyall, Efq; Mayor of the 
* Town of Norfolk, Virginia. 



1 Sir, 

I J U S T now received yours of yef- 
terday's date by Mr. Swan. The 
fummons you mention, I believe, did 
not go from a committee of this bo- 
rough. I will make the necefTary in- 
<Juir£, and will aniwer your letter to- 
morrow ; in the interim, 
I am, SIR, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 

Paul Loyall'. 
To John Macartney, Efq; Comman- 
der of his Majeity's Ship Mercury. 



Norfolk, Aug. 14, 1775, 
Sir, 
SINCE writing to you yeflerday, 
I find upon inquiry that the fummons 
referred to in your letter was fent from 
a number of gentlemen who are free- 
holders, and compofe the committee 
. of the county of Norfolk, and are there- 



fore entirely without the jurifdlclioft 
of the magiflrates of this corporation, 
I can only promife, that as the place 
of meeting for the purpofe of confider- 
ing Mr. Sprowle's conduct is faid 'to 
be within the limits of this borough , 
I will take proper care that he fhall 
not be molefted or injured in his perfon' 
by any riot or mob, if he fhall think 
fit to attend on the committee. With 
refpeft to the treatment that Mr. 
Schaw received, I was a ftranger to it, 
till the djfturbance was over ; but caa 
afTure you, that as fbon as he put him- 
felf under the protection of a magis- 
trate, he was fecured from danger. 
The conducl, which you arepleafed 
to explain to me, as chief magiitrate of 
this borough, as your intention topur- 
fue in preserving peace and obedience 
to the laws in the flation afTigned you 
by his Majefty, mufl be commended 
by every good man. By that care in 
your department, particularly in dis- 
couraging the elopement of flaves, 
which of late it is notorious, has fre- 
quently happened, from the counte- 
nance fhewn them by fome enemies to 
this colony, as well as to the Britifli 
conflkution, much mifchief and con- 
fufion may be prevented. Your fug- 
geflion, that gentlemen are in danger 
by Supplying his Majelty's fhips, &c* 
in this colony with provifions, 1 can- 
not account for. I am very fure the 
contractors for the navy in this town 
are under no fuch apprehenfion of dan- 
ger, as they have been aflured to the 
contrary in the mofl explicit manner. 
I hope fufpicions of this nature, pre- 
judicial to the loyalty of a number of 
inhabitants, who are as much attach- 
ed to the jufl prerogative of their £0- 
vereign, as any fubjecls in the empire, 
may not be haftily taken up and adopt- 
ed without full and fatisfa&ory proof, 
I am obliged by your favourable opi- 
nion of my readinefs to concur in the 
fuppre/Tion of all animofities : It has 
hitherto been, and I trufl ever will be, 
the tenor of my conduct. I have al- 
ways 
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V*ays found the authority ofthemagif- fult mall be offered to the perfon of' 
tracy fufficiently competent for the Mr. Sprowie, and upon, the faith of 



maintenance of government and good 
order ; and while I thank you for your 
chearful oiFers of afllftance for that 
laudable purpofe, yet I prefume your 
intention is only to aft within the line 
cf your department. J confefs I feel 
myiclf fomewhat afloaiflied at the laft 
paragraph of your letter, which fecms 



your letter I have requeued of him to 
attend the committee to-morrow. Fof 
fome days paft I have been much in* 
difpofed ; btit if I find myfelf well 
enough to-morrow, I mean to accom- 
pany Mr. Sprowle to the committee* 
and will call upon you about eleven 
o'clock to-morrow morning, I mull. 



to me to imply a threatening, that beg that you will go along with us. 



would eventually prove deftru&ive to 
the perfons and properties of his Ma- 
jefty s fubje&s. A perfonal infult of- 
fered to an individual, by the ill-guidr 
ed zeal of a number of thoughtlefs, 



You, I am fure, will, agree with me,; 
that the fummons fent Mr* Sprowle 
(a copy of which I have inclofed you) 
mud be truly alarming to all good ci- 
tizens. When any let of gentlemen 



youth, can never juftify a h.int of this aflume to themfelves the power pf ar 

nature. At any rate it,is to be pre? raigning an individual for furniihing 

fumed, that gentlemen in military de- barracks for his Majefty's troops, and 

partments will not intermeddle in that pretend to cenfure a conduct, which 

capacity, unlefs particularly required I muft think highly laudable, it gives 



by the civil authority ; as I am deter- 
mined, whenever I 'find any unlawful 
combinations or perfecutions to prevail 
vithin the fphere of my jurifdicl^on, 
to take every legal method to fupprefs 
them. I have nothing further to add, 
but the ftrongeft aflurances of the ear- 
ned defire of the inhabitants of this To Paul Loyall, Efq. Mayor of 
borough, to live in the moft perfect the Town of Norfolk, Virginia, 
harmony with the gentlemen of the 

navy, and hope that no little incident . — - — — 

jnay interrupt it, SIR, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant,* 
Paul Lor all. 



me but too much reaibn to apprehend, 
that the authority of the civil magif-* 
tracy is not competent for the fupport^ 
of government and good order, 
I am, Sir, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
John Macarjkev, 



To John Macartney, Efq; Comman- 
. der of his Majefty's Ship Mercury. 



Norfolk, Jug. 26, 1775, 

Sir, 

WHEN Thad the pleafure of fee, 

ing. you lait, you mentioned having 

fome letters that had patted between, 

, you and me publifhed, which I gave 

you to underftand might be done, fince 

flis Mayfly* % Ship Mercury, at Nor- which, as thofe letters concerned the 

folk, Augufi 15, 1775. public, I have thought proper to lay 

them before the common hall of this 
Sir, „ borouglu The hall has made fome 

I WAS favoured with your letter t refolves on them, a copy of which I 
pf yefterday's date, and it gives me am directed to inclofe you. My rea* 
much real fatisfadtion to find, that the fon for not publifhing the letters in 
inhabitants of Norfolk are fb earneftly this week's paper is, that as they are 
defirous of living in harmony with his t of a threatening nature, they might 
Majefty's fervants* You are pica fed perhaps give the people of this Color 
to allure me, that no violence or in- .ay great uneaiineis: to Prevent which, 

I think 
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J drink the« cannot be too much pre- fion, in a tranfa&on to intirety with* 
caution ufed, as I am willing to be- out the line of his department — Pre- 
lieye your intentions are only to aft mature, as his conduft, in this in- 
within your own iphere, and not to * ftance, originates from ill-grounded 
mteroteddle with the internal policy of fuppofitions and miftaken apprehen- 
this corporation. If you fHll think fions, and without any fan&ion from 
proper to have the letters publifhed, fads to fupport them — indecent, be- 



and will inclofe them to me, I mail 
take particular care to have them put 
into the next Gaaette. My family 

ens in beft compliments, hoping you 
re recovered your health. 

I am, S I R, 
Your moft obedient humble {errant, 
Paul Lotall. 
*To John Macartney, £(q; Comman- 
der of his Majeity's Ship Mercury. 



(Refolves of the Common-Hall, above 
referred to.] 

Norfolk-Borough, ff. 
At a Common- Hall, fummoned and 
held, Auguft 21, 1775. 

SUNDRY letters from John Ma- 
cartney, Efq; Commander of his Ma- 
jetty's fhip Mercury, to Paul Loyall, 
£fo; mayor, Were laid before the Hall, 
ana the Hall taking the fame into their 
Serious confideration, and being great- 
ly fiirprifed at the contents thereof, it 
was thereupon 

Refcived, That die letters from 
Captain Macartney, to the worftrip- 
ful the mayor, were evidently intend- 
ed to alarm and intimidate the inha- 
bitants of this Borough, were difref- 
pe&ful to the chief magiftrate of this 
an officious 



caufe it implicitly charges the magif- 
tracy with a wilful remiflhefs in the 
exercife of the powers legally vetted in 
them f-o-becaufe the menace is as par- 
ticularly pointed againil them, as if 
they were the abettors of riot and per- 
fecutioo ; — becaufe it operates towards 
the deftrnftion of the peribns and pro- 
perties of a number of his Majesty's 
fubfects, chieflv on account of fome 
accidental infults, alledged to have 
been offered by a few incautious youth, 
to an individual ; — becaufe fo little re- 
gard is fhewn to the underttanding and 
feelings of people, as, at the fame 
moment in which this haughty decla- 
ration fb big with ruin, Is denounced, 
it is pretended that the execution of it, 
is to preferve the peribns and proper- 
ties of his Majefty's fubecls ; as if the 
utter dettru&ion of their lives and e£ 
totes, could ever be deemed a prefer- 
vation of their perfons and proper- 
ties. 

Refolved, Thatthe military jwwer, 
agreeably to the Bririfh confhtution, 
is and ought to be under "the controul 
of the civil ; and notwithftanding the 
utterly defencelefs ftate of the town, 
the body corporate of this Borough will 
never tamely fubmit to the invanon of 
their privileges, by the dangerous 



corporation, are an officious inter- 
meddling in the civil government of and untimely in terpofition of military 
the town, and contain an implied force, 
threatening, which the hall conceive 
to be unjumfiable, premature, and in- 
decent — Unjuftifiable, inafmuch as no 
reafon can be deduced from fad, 
or any authority be derived from law, 
to impower Capt. Macartney, unfo- 



Refolved, That this corporation 
will continue ftedfaftly to aOhere to 
thofe fubftantial principles of good go- 
vernment, which ought to adtuate the 
minds of all his Majetty*s faithful fub- 
jecls, and that they embrace this op- 



licited by the magittracy, to interfere portunity to make this public and lo- 
in matters within their jurifdi&km lemn declaration, that notwithttand- 
alone, and much left to hold up to ing their expofed and defencelefs fitua- 
(hem the idea of violence and compul- tkm whieh cannot be remedied, un- 
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biafled with fear, Appalled at the 
threats of unlawful power, they will 
never defert the righteous caufe of their 
country, plunged as it is into dread- 
ful and unexpected calamities. 

Ordered, That a copy of this re- 
folution be, by the Mayor, trans- 
mitted to John Macartney, Efq; 
Commander of his Majefty's ftiip 
Mercury, 

John Bousm, T» C. 



His MajefyU Ship Mercury, at Nor* 
folk, Auguft 28, 1775. 
S I K, 

I AM much obliged for your polite 
favour, which incloied fome ftri&ures 
by the corporation of Norfolk, upon 
my firft letter to you. I, muft beg 
you will be pleafed to publiih the 
letters which have pafled between us 
in the Virginia News-paper, that a 
^candid public may judge of the mea- 
sures which actuate my conduct,.. 

When I firft wrote to you, it was 
.not my intention to draw on a politi- 
.cal difcuffion with the inhabitants of 
Norfolk, or to afcertain in particular 
.cafes the limits of the civil or military 
jurifdittion. I was defirous that his 
Majefty's fubjefts* mould know I ar- 
dently wifhed the peace of this Pro- 
vince, to promote which, I mall 
itriftly adhere to the tenor of my firft 
letter. I beg my rcfpeclful compli- 
ments to all your family, and have 
the* honour to remain, 

Sir, Your moft 
Obedient humble Servant, 

John Macartney. 
To Paul Loyall, Efq; Mayor 
of the Town of Norfolk, 
Virginia. 



The Method of making Salt-Petre in 

America. 

SALT-PETRE h to be found in 
tobaccQ-hQufes, ftablcs, ww-houfes, 



hen and pigeon-houfes, and in ail/- 
covered place where the influence of 
the fun feldom reaches. . A- fixty-fbot: 

Aobacco-houfe will yield upwards of- 
fixteen weight a year, and fo in pro- 
portion for larger or fmaller houfes. 
In order to prepare the floors for at- 
tracting nitre, all dung and other 
trafti muft be removed; arid if the 
floors are not level, they muft be made 
fo by laying on marie, or any foil not 
too ftifF," which muft be lightly trod 
down with their feet. The floor be- 
ing thus prepared, fprinkle ftro'ng 
ambeer over it, made from tobacco 
train, and cover it with wet ground 
leaves, or other tobacco tralh, for a 
fortnight; then clean out the trafh, 
and in any cool dry morning that fuc- 
ceeds you will find on the floor the 
nitre attracted and condenfed like 
hoar froft. Sweep this off lightly, and 
put it by in fome hogfheads, or fafe 
place in your houfe, until you have 
Jeifure. to go through the following 
procefs. This work you muft care- 
fully repeat, as often as you obferve 
the above-mentioned appearance of 
nitre on your, floors ; by which means, 
you will foon be fdrniftied with a com- 
petent quantity to employ a leifure 
day. 

The Process. 
Make a lye from this earth in the 
fame manner as is ufually done for 
foap, noting that the earth is not to 
be hard packed on the fbaw in the 
bottom of your lye veflel, ^hich would 
retain the water to be poured upon it 
too long, and overcharge it with fa- 
line particles, to the great interrupt 
tion of the procefs; place the earth 
hollow in the veflel, for the reception. 

. of the water ; the firft put to it muft 
be warmer than new milk from the 
cow, afterwards add cold water; fix 
a veflel to receive the, lye as foon as 
you begin to put the water in, as it 
will not remain long . upon the earth, 
but in a few minutes begin to drop 
inft tta tf tewer ; if it rims foul, it 
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mull be returned upon the earth ; as t 
foon as it has dropped a gallon, you 
may begin to boil it in a caft-iron pot ; 
every bulhel of eartfc will require 
nearly eight gallons of water ; con- 
tinue to boil st gently until you have 
fully charged your pot with the lye, 
and you will find the watery particles 
evaporate, until it is reduced to a 
thick oily confiftence, (hooting into 
fmall icy chryflals, which you will 
eaiily perceive by expoling the fuds 
in a fpoon to a cold place ; then put 
the liquor out of the pot into wetted 
wooden trays, and fet it by in, a cool 
place, for the firft growth ; if you ac- 
cidentally boil it too thick, add a lit- 
tle cold water ; when your trays have 
Hood with the fuds a few hours, you 
muft raife one end to let the lye drain 
off from the petre fait, which is the 
firft growth, and which, by boiling a 
fecond time, will yield you a frelh 
quantity. After it is thus drained, 
and become dry, you may put it in^q 
caflcs or tubs, until you have leifure, 
-without prejudice to your crops, to 
refine it. 

To refine Petrh Salt. 
Put into your pot about a third of 
the quantity your pot will hold of this 
firft growth, and fet it over the fire : 
•you are to be provided with an iron 
rod, or poker, to ftir it ; as foon as 
it begins to melt, you will fee it begin 
to boil furioufly ; keep it well ftirred 
down, as at this time it is very apt 
to take fire, which will defcroy the 
whole ; when you obferve it in the 
boiling to look of a dirty white^ 
flacken your fire, and ftir it briikly for 
a quarter of an hour ; then increafe 
your fire, and continue the fUrring/ 
though the danger of burning it is 
now over, the pot, before it is fuffi- 
ciently melted, will be at the bottom 
of a flaming red, and the matter will 
appear like boiled cream ; and when 
it becomes whitifh and liquid, pour it 
upon a ftone, or fome earthen veflel, 
or a hard well rammed earthen floor, 



clean fwept. As foon as it is colcf, 
it will become hard ; and, if you 
throw it upon a ftone, will ring like 
broken china. If you have not lej- 
fure immediately to clarify it, put it ' 
into a tub in a dry place until fome 
convenient opportunity. 

To clarify coagulated Cream of 
Nitre., 

To every pound of this matter put 
61bs. of water : after you have broke 
it into fmall pieces, put your pot upon 
the fire, and ftir it until it is well dif- 
folved ; then make the fire all around 
the pot, which will caufe it to boil ' 
in the middle, and prevent any wafte 
by its drying and flicking on the fides 
of the pot, and as foon as the earthy 
matter begins to fettle in the pot, 
pour the liquid into a tray, or other 
open ve/Tel, that its fediment may 
fettle ; pour off the clear liquor, and 
evaporate it with a gentle fire, untO 
in a fpoon it will fhoot into chryftals; 
then pour it into your tray, with 
dry rticks fixed acrofs, fo as to be a 
little below the furface of the liquor ; 
fet this by in a cool place, where it 
may ftand until it moots into clear 
tranfparent chryftals ; then gently 
pour off the liquor, and fet the tray 
fo as to drain it off perfectly dry. 
Thus your faltpetre is completely 
made, and in a few days will be dry 
enough to remove out of your trays 
into caiks or veflels proportioned to 
the quantities. The liquor you laft 
poured off muft be again evaporated 
Over the fire, for it w3l yield faltpetre 
equally good as the former ; and thus 
continue the operation, until all the 
watery particles are totally evapora- 
ted. 

N. B. The eartl^ from which you 
have extracted the faltpetre, and all 
the warnings of your veflels, if you 
lay it by, thinly fpread, in your 
houfe, will turn to profit, as it con- 
tinues to be peculiarly proper to at- 
tract and abforb the nitre floating in 
the air; add alfo the earthy matter* 
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which" fettles in the refining; and 
fhould you be in want ofhouft room* 
yott may fpread it upon the earth, 
covered in the manner that fodder,- 
ftacks are; it will produce faltpetre 
full as well as a tobacco-houfe, taking 
care that the north end be always 
open, and that it may be defended as 
much as poiuble from rain r 

Q&obcr 23, 

THIS morning between nine and 
ten Mr. Stavely, of Half Moon- 
ftreet, Piccadilly, and Mr.' Mann, 
of Qjjeen^Anne-ftreet, Weflminfter, 
(both King's meflengers) attended by 
a conftable, repaired to the houfe of 
Stephen Sayre, Efq; in Oxford* 
ftreet. As an excufe to obtain an in* 
terview with Mr. Sayre, they faid, 
that a forged draft for two hundred 
pounds had been iffoed by the bank 
of which Mr, Sayre is a proprietor. 
Mr. Savre appeared and they ac- 
quainted him, that " they had an 
order figned by Lord Rochford, one 
of the Secretaries of State, to tafc$ 
him into cuftody oa a charge of higfc 
treafon ; and tq fearcji for, feiae, and 
carry with them, fuch of his papers 
as they might deem effectual fpr their 
purpofe." . 

Mrl Sayre heard the fummons with 
comppfure and obeyed. Confcious of 
his innocence, he fmiled at the hei- 
noufneis of die charge, and, in a 
perfect reliance on his own integrity, 
he permitted them to examine, and to 
take fuch papers as they thought proper. 

Mr. Sayre exprefled his readinefs to 
accompany them to Lord Rochford's 
houie, having previoafly difpatched 
a fervaut to Mr. Reynolds, requiring 
his attendance with the utm'oft expe- 
dition. The King's mefTengers, con- 
dueled Mr. Sayre to Lord Rochford, 
who Jiad Sir John Fielding with him. 
An information from one Richard fon 
(an adjutant of the guards) was read.^ 
Tne cftar^e was to tne following pur- 
port; 



" That Stephen Sayre, E<q; had 
expreiTed to him, the faid Rkhardftxt, 
an intention of feizing the King's 
perfon as his Majeity went on Thnrf- 
day to the Parliament Houie ; alfo an 
intention of taking pofTeffion of the 
Tower, and of overturning the pre-i 
fent government t " 

After this information had been 
read, Mr. Sayre replied, that in tlie 
courie-of conversation with Mr. Richr 
ardfon, he had expreiTed himfelf very 
freely concerning the unhappy and 
deitru&ive conteft now depending in 
America, &c, £c. and that he con- 
cluded this convocation by laying, he 
feared there was not fpint enough in, 
this country to bring about a total 
change of men, and meafures; bo$ 
that as to any plan or intention about 
fci^ng the perion of tne King, or any 
exprelion which could be opnllrued 
into fuch intention, he totally and u> 
terly denied. 

Mr, Sayre then begged his Lord- 
fhip's leave to make an observation of 
two upon the matter. He obferved* 
that had there been any fuch pb* 
Under confidenukm, Mr. Itkhardib* 
would, if in hwfenfej, have conceal*. 
ed his refolution of divulging it until 
fome further fteps were taken | that 
by a litt)e delay, Mr. Richardfim, in 
cafe the defign had been real, muft; 
have been rarnifhed with a thouian^ 
corroborating circumftances. But, 
fays Mr. Sayre, I perceive there is * 
danger* «s difpofition which gives high 
encouragement to informers, an4 
marks government as unfavourable 
to liberty, whether their information 
proves well grounded or not. 

His Lordfnip very fairly acquiesced 
in thofe ientiment»j and made a very 
handfome apology that he fhooJd be 
under a neceffity of giving attention 
to the bufinefc. 

Mr. Sayre was about to enter more 
largejy into the futility of the charge^ 
when it was announced to Lord Roeh-> 
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ford awl the Juftior^ ? that Mr* 
Reynolds demanded immediate ad- 
mittance to his client*" Several mefr 
{ages paired, bat that which could not 
be denied as a matter of right, was 
granted as a matter of favour, Mr* 
Reynolds was admitted ; and having 
been introduced to Lord Rochfbrd and 
gir John Fielding, the latter put the 
fallowing queftion to Mr> Reynolds ; 

" 1$ it Mr. Havre's defire that you 
Jhould attend in his behalf?" 

Mr. Reynolds replied in the affir- 
mative. Sir John Fielding (kid, 
V that this was not true. Mn 
Reynolds replied, " that Sir John 
Fielding, as a magi&rate might fay 
that which, as a gentleman he coujd 
not juitiry." The Knight then de- 
creet that it might be aiked of Mr- 
Sayre, " Whether he had font for 
Mr# Reynolds f" Mr. Savre replied, 
* 4 he had fcnt (or him, without men- 
Zoning the place where he was to at* 
tend* 

Thefe difputes being adjufled, it 
Was agreed that M*» Reynolds might 
Attend the private examination of his 
friend. The grft advice Mr. Rey- 
nolds gave to Mr. Sayre was, " That 
he fliouM not anfwer any interroga- 
tories which Lord Rochfbrd or Sir 
John Fielding might propound ; and 
that he feould not fign any paper." 

The information which contained 
$he charge was a fecond time read at 
the requeit of Mr. Sayre, who, fil- 
ling at the recital, Mr. Reynolds join- 
ed in the laugh, and faid, " that the 
whole was too ridiculous to be feriouf* 
]y attended to/ 9 An altercation then 
enfoed between Mr. Reynolds and Ad* 
jutant'Richardibn the Informer. Lord 
Rochfbrd and Sir John Fieldihg, were 
requested by the Informer to fiknee 
Mr, Reynolds, He laved them the 
trouble by observing, ** that he fhould 
always, pay a proper deference to au- 
thority, but whatever he had there 
laid of the Informer he would repeat 
m any other place whatever/* 



Mr, Reynold! then «eU Lctdfto** 

ford, " that if, after confuting the 
great lawroflcers of ftate, (which ih 
IfOrdfhtp would do of court) as the in? 
formation did not amount to a dijeft 
charge avainft Mr. Savre, his Lofd- 
fhip ihottld think hiro&lf warranted to 
receive bail, ample and fuficient bail 
fhould be given ; but ifit was thought 
warrantable to commit, he fcorned fc> 
aik a favour for his client. 9 * 

Mr. Sayre was ordered into an n£- 
jacent apartment, and he was &onj(f» 
terwards comaMted a cloJe prifimetf tff 
the Tower, 
Tfe foUowinjE is aeqpyof the Wan** 



(C OP Y) 

« William Henry, Earlof Roch&eJ, 

one of the Lords of his Majeftfr's 

Mod Honourable Privy Council, 

and Principal Secretary of State : 

THESE are, in Us Majesty** 

name, to authorife andrequke you to 

receive into yourcuftody, the body of 

Stephen Sayre, Efq; herewith Ana 

you, being charged upon oath beftje 

•me, one of his Majetfv's principal Se* 

creraries of State, with TraeJottaMn 

Practices, and to keep him in Cfefe 

Cufbdy, untU he frail be deltves*i bp^ 

due courfe of law } and for fo doir^, 

this (hall be your warrant. 99 

" Given at St. James's, on die 
ajd day of Q&ober 177c, in the J& 
teenth year of his Majefty's reign. 

RocHFoan* 
" To the Earl of Corn- 
wallis, conftablc of his Ma- 
jefty's Tower of London, or 
to die Lieutenant of the faid 
Tower, or his Deputy, 99 

The information againft Mr. Sayre* 
juift ftrike every fennble mind as im-t 
poffibie to be true, A private tadi* 
vidua! was to fcize the King's peribn 
on that very day, when his Makfty 
is moft Jecurely guarded. This private 
perfon having fo fciaed the King, was, 
to have fecured his Majefty a cjpfe 
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. pifoner in the Tower, The guards 
Were to be bribed into acquiefcence ! 

After Mr* Sayre was committed to 
tl|e Tpwer, he fent the following let- 
ttr to the. Secretary pf State : 
* JVlr. Sayre to Lord Rochforp* 
- My Lord, I find upon reading the 
*^ant of commitment, that the com- 
manding officer here cannot permit my 
friends to vifit me, unlefs by exprefs 

. orders from your Lordlhip. H it is 
iq your Lordihip's power, I have no 
dqubt but you will readily grant me 
that indulgence. I am, &c. 

Tfwer, three i?Chck 9 Otf. 23. 

In confequence of which Mrs. Sayre 
oaly was permitted to vifit him ; Lord 
Effingham*, Mr; Edmund Burke, the 

.iprd-Mayor, Mr. Ellis, &c. &c. were 
refufed. - , * > 

Qftoher 28, A writ of habeas corpus 
laving been granted for the purpofe 

jo[ bringing Mr. Sayre before a judge, 
in order that the informality of the 
warrant, whereby he was committed 
might be argued, and that bail in con- 
fequence might be tendered for his en- 

Jargement. The writ being made re- 

tturnable before Lord Mansfield, Mr* 

.Sayre, was this day conducted to his 
Lprdftup's - houfe in Bloomfbury- 
Iquare. Mr. Sayre was attended by 
feveral council, together with Mr. 
lupoids, his fblicitor. Mr. White, 
the iblicitor in behalf of the crown, 
was alio prefcnt. \ The council in be- 
ialf" of Mr. Sayre retted their plea 
* c on the extreme impropriety of com- 
mitting a. prifoncr to clofe confine- 
ment by virtue of a warrant which 
conveyed no fpecific charge whatever." 
A tender of bail was then made, and 
kord Mansfield, after infpefting the 

.warrant, declared, "that not a doubt 
remained on his mind but that Mr* 
Sayre was clearly entitled to be bailed. 

■The charge, Lord Mansfield faid, ad- 
mitting it to be true, amounted only 

. |o a mifdemeanor ; had therefore Mr. 
iiayre been brought up unattended by 



council, his Lordfhip declared *fte 
mould inftantly have admitted |him tq 
bail; and if the Court of King's- 
Bench mould be moved on the firft 
day of the enfuing term, Lord Mans- 
field intimated, that for his part he 
mould have no fcruple todifcharge Mr. 
Sayre on his own recognizance." 

Mr. Sayre faid, ** I thank your 
LQrdfhip for granting me this ready 
admiflion to bail, and for your polite- 
nefs on this occafion ; and your Lord- 
fhip muft think with pleafure, as I do, 
on the wifdom of our anceftors, m 
providing this barrier againft defpo- 
tifm." Lord Mansfield. " True, 
Mr. Sayre, but law is the barrier 
againft both extremes, and to live 
within it, is the only way for us all, 
to be fecure and free." 

Bail was then tendered and accept- 
ed; Mr. Sayre was bound in 500L 
Meffrs. Reynolds and Coote Furdon 
in 250I. each. 

From theBoJon Gazette, of Sept, 4.. 

Mnjfachujetfs-Bay, Aug. 26. T4>c 
following acts palled the General Af- 
fembly of this Colony in their late 
feflion : 

" An aft to confirm and eftablifh 
the refolves of the feveral Provincial 
CongrefTes of that colony. An aft 
for making and emitting bills of pub- 
lic credit. An aft declaratory of the 
right of certain towns and diilrifts te 
eleft and depute representatives toferve 
in any general courts, kept for the fer- 
vice of the faid colony. An aft for 
removing from their offices and places, 
all officers civil or military, who have 
been appointed by any governor, or 
lieutenant-governor of the Province of 
MafTachufets-Bay. And an aft pre- 
ferring the form of an oath to be ta- 
ken by all officers commiffioned fo* 
this Colony fince the 19th of July." . 
■'Whitehall, AW. 4. By advices lately 
received from his Majefty's Province 
of Quebec in Noath America, it ap- 
pears, that in the beginning of Sep- 
tember., 
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temper, the rebels, who had furprifed 
the poll of Ticonderoga, and had be- 
fore made incursions into the Province 1 
of Quebec, again invaded that coun- 
try with a body of 2000 men, and 
proceeded to St. John's upon Riche- 
lieu River, but were repulfed and 
driven back to the Ifle aux Noix, by 
a party of Indians, who were aftem- 
bled in the neighbourhood of St* 
John's ; but the rebels having made 
peace with the Indians, they after- 
wards penetrated farther into the 
country ; and, not being oppofed by 
'the inhabitants, were fcattered about 
in parties throughout the diilrift which 
lies between Richlieu River and the 
road leading from St. John's to La 
Prairie. 

On the 18th of September, a body 
of the rebels, confifting of about zoo, 
was attacked and defeated by a de- 
tachment from the fort at St. John's 
of half that number, confuting of fome 
troops and Canadian gentlemen, who 
ferved as volunteers, and who fufFered 
.very little lofs, 

Jn the night of the 25 th of Sep- 
tember, a party of the rebels having 
crofTed over the river St. Lawrence, 
. from Longeuil to Long Point, in the 
ifland of Montreal, with an intention 
to furprife and plunder that town, the 
inhabitants, joined by a few troops, 
<and commanded by Major Campbell, 
Rallied out, and met them about two 

- miles from, the town ; when,, after a 
f pretty fmart. engagement, the rebels 

* were defeated and fle<J, with the lofs 
.©f about 15 or 16 killed, and between 
: 30 and 40 made , prifoners ; among 
t the latter was one Ethan Allen, flyling 
. himfelf Colonel, and who commanded 

• the party.. 

In this aclion Major Carden, here- 

- tofore an officer of the Royal American 
, regiment, was mortally wounded, and 

died foon after. Mr. Alex. Paterfon, 

a merchant of Montreal, was alfo 

^angerpuily wounded, and four or live 



t v 

foldiers and Canadians were killed 
and wounded; Gastettu 

(C O P Y.j , * 

Honourable Sir, Sept. 2 5> J 775* ^ 
IN the wheel of tranfttory eveati 
I find myfelf prifoncr, and in irons: 
Probably your honour has certain «a- 
fons to me inconceivable, though I 
challenge an inftance of this fort of 
ceconomy of the Americans duririg the 
kte war towards any. officers ox the 
Crown. 

On my part, I have to allure your 
honour; that when I had the com- 
mand, and took Captain Delaplace, 
and Lieutenant Felton, with the gar- 
rifon of Ticonderago, I treated them 
with every mark of friendship and 
generofity, the evidence of which it 
notorious even in Canada. I have 
only to add, that I expect an honour- 
able arid humane . treatment, as aft 
officer of my rank and merit , mould 
have, and fubfcribe myfelf your ho- 
nour's moil obedient humble fervant, 

Ethan Allen. 
To. General Prescott. 

N. B. The author of the above 
letter is an outlaw, and a reward of 
three hundred pounds offered by the 
New-York Auembly for apprehend- 
ing him. 

Lord Vifcount Pitt arrived in Lon- 
don from Canada on the , 2d of No- 
vember, 1775. 

Providence,- 0<£?r 7.- Letters hav$ 
been received at Cambridge from 

.Col. Arnold, who commanded -the 

.detachment which .lately went from 
that place for Canada, dated at Fort- 

.Weitern, the 28th ult. in ao dayj, 
from which time the Colonel expected 

, to arrive ia Canada. The detach- 
ment was then jn three divifions j the 

.firft.of which was to march the next 
day, the fecond and third the two 
following days. . A fpy that had been 

.fent out to recoiuioitre> reported that 

.the 
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tie wiys w*e paftaofc* Tkc troops that arms alone mult decide it Tfc* 
ime in the greateft health, and the Colonies, confiding in the juftice of 
greateft harmony tuttffted amongftthe their cade, and the purity of their 



VUCCfSt 



MtctraM af a Later fim StkmOufc, 
Sip. a6i 
" THISaAemoonaacxprefiar^ 
rlwd at Albany fitmt ou* artiy, which 

mentioristhey had met with great fuc- which have (hewn with (o much fpletw 
cefs, had taken a schooner well nuuv- dor in every part of the globe* are 



intentions, have relnctantly appealed 
to that Being* oft whofe hands are aO 
human events, tie has hitherto fmil- 
ed upon their virtuous efrb|ts— the 
Band of tyranny has been arretted in 
its ravages* and the BritHh arms* 



ncd and armed* kifled all the people 
en boards ami postened themfelves of 
a n pounder* The companies of 
New-Englandmen landed Kt Saint 



now tarnifhed with difgraee arid di& 
appouitlftenti— Generals of approved 
experience, who boafied of iubduing 
this great Continent, fihd themfclvet 



John's, and engaged a party of re* drcumfcribed within the limits of a 
gulars going to the fort with carts, fingle city and its fuburbs, rhfrering 



all the fhame and diftreis of a nege^ 
while the free » b orn fbns of America* 
animated by the genuine principles of 
liberty and fere of their country, with 
increafing union, firmnefs and dtf- 



cattle, and^ nrovifions, which they 
took, and defeated the regulam Five 
hundred Canadians have voluntarily 
joined our army." 

Extrofi ef a Letter frem Gen. Schuyler, dpline, repel every attack, and def* 

te the Prennncim Congrt/s at New* piie every danger* 

Yerk, dated at Ticeuderag; Sept* Above all, we rejoice, that our ene- 

29, 1775. ***** Aavc been deceived with regard 

• " I am itill confined with the re- to you— They have perfuaded them- 

mains of an inveterate difbrder* I fclves, they have even dared to fey, 

have this moment received a line from that the Canadians were not capable 

General Montgomery; he holds St. of diftineniihing between the blef- 

John's befieged. The Canadians are fings of Hbertv, and the wretchednefs 

-friendly to us, and join us in great of flavery 1 that gratifying the vanity 

numbers* We have taken 15 pri- of a little circle of nobflity — would 

fcners, feven of which are ibkhers, blind the people of Canada. — Byfuch 

and the reft unfriendly Canadians and artifices they hoped to bend you to 

Scotchmen, in the fervka of the lis- their views, but they have been de- 



»ifby. J 



ceived; inftead of finding in you that 
poverty of foul and bafenefi of fpirit, 
they fee with a chagrin, equal to our 



tte foikfwrng Jddre/t wot fuilijhed in 

Canada, em the Arrival there ef Cel* joy, that you are enlightened, gene- 

Arueld, with the Tr$efs under hit rous, and virtuous - that you will not 

Command. renounce your own rights, or ferve as 

By his Excellency George Warning- inftruments to* deprive your fellow- 
ton, Efq; Commander in Chief of fubje&s of theirs.— Come then, my 
the Army of the United Colonies brethren, unite with us in an indiuo- 



of North America. 
To the Inhabitants of Canada. 
Friends and Brethren, 

THE unnatural conteft between 
the Englifh Colonies and Great Bri- 
tain, has now riftn to fuch a height, 



luble union, let us run together to the 
fame goal.— We have taken up arms 
in defence of our liberty, our property, 
our wives, and our children ; we are 
determined to preferve them, or die. 
Wc look forward with pkafioe to that 

day. 
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day, mot far remote (we hope) when 
the inhabitant* of America '{half have 
one feritiment, and the full enjoyment 
cf the bleflmgs of a free government. 
Incited by thefe motives, and en- 
couraged by the advice of many friends 
of liberty among you, the grand Ame- 
rican Congrcfs have fent an army in- 
to your Province, under the command 
bf General Schuyler — not to plunder, 
but to protect you; — to animate, and 
bring forth into ac*tion thofe fenti- 
me/its of freedom you have difclofed, 
and which the tools of defpotifm would 
extinguim through the whole creation, 
To co-operate with this defign, and 
to fruftrate thofe cruel and perfidious 
fchemes, which would deluge our fron- 
tiers with the blood of women and 
children, I haye detached . Colonel 
Arnold into your country, with a 
party of die army under ray com-> 
mand. I have enjoined upon him, 
and I am certain that he will confider 
himfelf, 2nd ad as, in the country of 
Jiis patrons and beft friends. Necef- 
faries and accommodations of every 
kind which you may furniih, he will 
tljankfully receive, and render the 
full value. — I invite you therefore as 
fBends an<fc(£rethren, to provide him 
with fuch fupplies as your country af- 
fords ; and I pledge myfeH* not only 
for your fafety and fecurity, but for 
an ample compenfarion. Let no man 
<lefert his habitation, — let no one flee 
as before an enemy. The caufe of 
America, and of Libertv, is the caufe 
of every virtuous American citizen ; 
whatever may be his religion or his 
defcent, the United Colonies know no, 
diftindlion but fuch as flavery, cor- 
ruption, and arbitrary dominion, may 
create. Come then, ye generous ci-. 
tizens, range yourfelves under the 
ftandard of general Liberty— againft 
which all the force and artifice of 
granny will never be able to prevail. 

C. Washington. 



Intelligence pom Hallifax in Nwm* : 
Scotia, dated Sept, 23. 
THE ad die fs which was feme time. 
paft fent from this place, and pre- 
ferred to his Majefty, has given rife 
to all the difturbance in this Province. 
Jt was declared to be an addrefs from 
jhe inhabitants of the Province of 
Hallifax, in Nova-Scotia, when, in- 
deed> it was onjy managed by about 
one thoufandth part of them, when 
inoft of the members of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives /were up in the coun- 
try fuperinteoding (heir eftates ; an4 
when they came to town, and found 
in, what mariner the liberties of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives had been 
invaded in their abfence, they, toge? 
ther with ahnoft all the inhabitants, 
declared themfclves friends to the 
caufe in which the whole Continent 
of America are engaged, and refused 
being any longer fubfervient to the 
mandates of government ; therefore 
no duties have been paid here fince 
the latter end of Auguft Ia#, of which 
the Comptroller of the Cuftoms ia 
gone home to give an account. — Yef? 
terday a fchooner arrived with two 
tons of tea from Briftol ; the Liberty 
Boys immediately committed it to the 
fea. They have ftrong affurances of 
affiftance from the Provincial army* 
therefore it }$ to be feared ,that hia 
Majefty's yard, ftores, and ammuni- 
tion, in this Province, w*ll be de- 
stroyed. . The Tartar frigate is here 
to proted them, and the mailer fhipt 
wright and hi underlings, fuch as 
flkipwpghts, caulkers, joiners, houfe- 
car^enters, fmitbs, hrickjayers, and 
labourers, form, a mifyia, and mount 
guard every night for the. protection 
of the yard, &c. The inhabitants 
begin to grow very warm, therefore 
fuppofe it will not be long before they 
find the militia feme military em- 
ployment.— Our Governor has wrote 
to Boiton for affiftance, but has re- 
ceived for anfwer, that they have more 
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work cut out there than they have 
hands to compleat, therefore no help 
can be expe&ed from thence. — We 
have been continually fupplying the 
army at Rofton with frem provifions, 
hay, corn, &c. but the cafe is fo much 
altered that nothing is fuirered to b$ 
fan them from hence." 



NEW-YORK, Oaober 19. 
*Tbe following ore Copies of Letters 
which lately paffed betwixt bis Ex- 
cellency Governor Try on and White* 
head Hicks , Efq% Mayor of this City, 
New-TorA, 
Sir, Q8. 13, 1775. 

FROM undoubted authority from 
the city of Philadelphia, the Conti- 
nental Congrefs have recommended 
it to the Provincial Congrefs to feize 
or take up the officers of this govern- 
ment, and par ticul arly my felf by 
name j I am therefore to defire you 
will inform the Corporation and Ci- 
tizens of this City, that I place my 
fecurity here in their protection ; that 
when that confidence is withdrawn by 
any feizure of my perfon, the Com- 
mander of his Majefty's fhips of war 
in the harbour will demand that the 
inhabitants deliver me on board the 
fleet ; and on refufal, enforce the de- 
mand with their whole power; there- 
fore, anxious to prevent, if poflible, 
ib great a calamity to this city, as well 
as inconvenience to myfelf, I am rea- 
dy, mould the voice of the citizens be 
unfavourable to my ftaying among 
them, immediately to embark on 
board the Afia, requefting that the 
citizens will defeat every attempt that 
may be made to hinder my removal 
with my domeftics and effedts, fhould 
that be their wilh ; fince I returned 
to this Province, with every honour- 
able intention to ferve them, coniiftent 
with my bounden duty to my Sove? 
yeign. I am, Sir, 

Your very obedient fervant, 

Williajh Tryow. 
Whitehead Hicks , Efo Mayor 
iftbe City of New^TorL 



N*tty+nrt, 
Sir, 0<ff. 14, 1775* 

INSTANTLY upon the receipt 
of your Excellency's commands, fignU 
fied by your letter of yefterday, I 
called the magiftrates and affiftants to 
a common council upon its important 
content. The members of the cor- 
poration unanimoufly exprefled them- 
felves upon this occaixon in terms of 
the ftrongeft affection and confidence, 
refpe&ing their Governor y and I am 
perluaded, Sir, that their fellow-citi- 
zens (for I confulted as many citizens 
without doors, as the time would 
permit) are utterly difinclined to your 
rempval from ;he capital of your Pro- 
vince. 

The city committee, which is a very 
numerous body of reputable , inhabi- 
tants, elected at a convention of the 
whole town, before your laft arrival, 
were immediately convened, upon my 
acquaiuting the chairman- with your 
Excellency's letter, and in a vary lit- 
tle time I had their fentiments in 
writing, under the fignature of their 
chairman, which I now communicate, 
as a confirmation of what it gives me 
the gyeateft pleasure to declare, that 
the citizens confiding in jsur friend- 
fhip to a Colony, ivhich you have 
governed, with fo much reputation, 
earnelUy defire you will ftill continue 
your reijdence among us ; and from 
the declarations .and temper of the 
the people of the Province, I have 
not the leaft doubt of your enjoying, 
the moft ample protection. I have 
the honour to be, with the higheft 
efteem and refpeft, your Excellency's 
moft obedient fervant, 

Whitehead Hicks* 
His Excellency Ww* Ttyon, Efo 



Nenv-Tcri, 
Sir, ^ Oc7. 14,. 1774* 

I HAVE received your letter in 
anfiver to my application to the cor- 
poration and citizens of yefterday, to 

obtain 
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ibtabi their aflurances either of pro- 
tection while among them, or fecu- 



Committee C homier, 0£» 1 7, 



fcity to remove on board the King's 
£hip ; but as they have not authorized 
you to pledge to me their aflurances 
gf fecurity in either cafe, my duty in 
this hour of alarm will not juftify me 
to my Sovereign in ftaying longer on 
Inore without pofitive declarations of 
their full protection under every cir- 
cumfta'nce. 

x i beg you wijl jpreferit my belt 
thanks to* the corporation and citi- 
zens, for their affectionate and friendly 
wiihes towards me. I am, Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 

William Tryon* 
whitehead Hicks, E/q; Mayor 
of the City of New-York* 
^^^■^■"^ 

ifcw-Yori, 
Si*, Oa. 18, 1775. 

WHEN your Excellency's letter 
of Saturday came to hand, the day 
was fo far /pent, that I had no prof- 
peel of an opportunity to take the 
lenfe of the citizens upon it, till Mon- 
day, and then unfortunately* the 



Sir, 

HIS Excellency Governor Tryon's 
fecond letter to your Worfhip of 1 the 
14th inftant, has been laid before the 
committee. We flattered ourfelve* 
that the fentiments of refpecl expre/Ted 
in anfwer to his Excellency's Aril let- 
ter to your Worfhip, and the aiTu- 
rances that his information from Phi* 
ladelphia was ill-grounded, would have 
removed every fuipicion of injury in- 
tended to his perfbn or property. 

We can with great truth allure Jus 
Excellency, that we are not appre* 
henfive of the leaft danger to his per- 
fon or property ; and that he may reft 
allured of all that protection from us> 
and our fellow-citizens, which will 
be confident with the great principle 
of our fkfety and prefervatiom De- 
claring at the fame time, that we 
have the utmoft confidence in his Ex- 
cellency's difpofition to ferve the true 
intereft of this Colony, and that he 
will, by his wife and prudent media- 
ufe his beft offices to refbre that 



don, 
chairman and deputy chairman of the harmony between Great-Britain and 
committee, I mentioned in my hft the Colonies fo ardently wifhed for 

by us. The committee therefore can- 
not but again exprefs their moil ear* 
neft defire, that his Excellency would 
continue his refidence among a people, 
who have the mot grateful fenfe of 
his upright and difinterefted admini- 
ftratiom 

We have the pleafure to acquaint 
your Worihip, that the above letter 
was unanimously approved of in a full 
Committee. And are, Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 
(By order of the committee) 
Isaac Low, Chairman. 
To the Worfhipful White- 
head Hicks, Efq. 



my 
letter, and many of the members, 
were out of town. 

On Tuefday morning they met and 
deliberated upon it, and had a fecond 
convention for that purpofe in the 
evening, and the refult of their coun- 
cils appear in the written anfwer they 
lent me; and which I now have the 
honour to tranfmit to your Excel- 
lency. 

Permit me to add, Sir, that the 
friendly and refpedful terms, in which 
people of all ranks exprefs themfelves, 
concerning your Excellency, on this 
occafion, and their anxiety at the 
thought of your retiring from the ca- 
pital, are very fatisfactary to the cor- 
poration, and in particular to your 
Excellency's 

Moll obedient humble fervant, 
Whitehead Hicks* 
5fl bis EwtUtnej Wm> Tryon, Efc 



General Gage arrived in London) 
on the 14th of November, 1775, 



H* 



4* 
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An Addrejs of the Gentlemen and princi- 
pal Inhabitants of the Town of Bof- 
ton, to his Excellency Governor Gage* 

" May it plea/e your Excellency, 

" THE gentlemen and principal 
inhabitants of Bofton beg leave duti- 
fuUy to addrefs your Excellency on 
your departure for Great-Britain. 

" We can very fincerely aflure you, 
Sir, that we have ever confidered 
your appointment t6 the chief com- 
mand of this Province * as a diftin- 
guiihing marjt of his Majefty's pater- 
rial difpofition towards us; ana that 
the full effect of fo wife and benevo- 
lent a defignation we moll earneftly 
hoped in thofe undifturbed operations 
of law and fettled government, which 
are fo effential to real liberty. 

* c Your attention to the true irite- 
feft of this unhappy town was, in our 
opinion, very early manifefted ; and 
your companionate defire that fome 
itep$ might be taken that ftiould put 
h in your power to refcue us from im- 
pending ruin, in our trade and navi- 
gation, we mall with gratitude for 
ever remember. 

" We cannot forbear to exprefs 
our fentiments, % that could a reitora- 
iion to quiet and good Order have been 
effected in this Province, by the influ- 
ence of perfonaf character, a gen- 
tleman of your Excellency's eftabliih- 
ed reputation for candour and juftice, 
"for moderation and.an obliging difpo- 
fition, invelle'd at the fame time with 
the fupreme military authority, could 
not have failed to have procured it. 

** Unhappily' for this country, the 
general fentiments were too rtrong, 
and too far heightened for the efficacy 
of your humane exertions; it murt, 
however, be. evident, we think, to 
all the world, that to allay the fer- 
ment in this Province, without the 
effulion of human blood, has been 
your Excellency's firft object, and the 
purfuit will be your fame. 

" We have imagined, Sir a with 



great plVafure, your trufy UuA&fte 
intention, and mod noble ambition, 
of being viewed as the happy inftru- 
ment in the appeafing all animofities ; 
and in the receiving that mutual af- 
fection, as well as fenfe of united in- 
terefl, which was once the ftrength 
and glory of Great-Britain and ner 
Colonies. 

** We need' not wifh your Excel- 
lency a higher enjpyment than what 
mufl arife from your own reflections 
On your conflant, fincere endeavours 
for the fafety and happinefs of the 
people under your government ; and 
from that countenance of approbation 
which we anticipate for you in the 
King. Signed by 

John Erving, William Brattfe, I- 
faac Winflow, Thomas Hutchinfon, 
John Troutbeck, Byfielde Lye, S1U 
vefter Gardner, Stephen Greenleaf, 
Richard Clarke, William Bowes* 
William Walter, Benjamin Faneuil, 
jun. John Timmins, James Perkins, 
Thomas Amory, Nathaniel Coffin, 
Philip Dumarefq, George Brinley, 
John Winflow, jun. Ralph Inman, 
Alexander Brymer, Henry Lloyd, 
Edward Winflow, Jofhua Loring, jun. 
Robert Hallowell, William Lee Per- 
kins, Benjamin M. Holmes, Robert 
J ar vis , G eorge L eon ard, William 
Jackfon, David Phips, Thomas Brin* 
ley, Richard Green, John Taylor, 
Lewis Deblois, Nathaniel Taylor, 
Daniel Hubbard, James Murray, 
Archibald M'Neill, ^ Samuel Fitch, 
Jofeph Scott, Francis Green, John 
Atkinfon, Peter Johonnot, Benjamin 
Davis, Jofeph Turell, Nathaniel Ca- 
ry, John Simpfon, S. Hirft Spar- 
hawk, Martin Gay, William Taylor, 
Ebenezer Bridgham, Samuel Hughes, 
John Inman, William Codner, Wil- 
liam Coffin, jun. William Perry, Jo- 
nathan Snelling, Adino Paddock, 
John Gore, Benjamin Gridley, An- 
drew Cafneau, Ifaac Winflow, jun. 
Gilbert Deblois, Henry Liddel, 
Thomas Courtney, Edward Hutchin-, 

fon, 
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ton, *!* heophiluY Lillie, John Lovell, over his Majefty's Province of Maf- 



Miles Whitworth, Henry Barnes, 
Hugh Tarbett, Daniel M'Mafters, 
Mich. B. Goldthwait, Nathaniel 
Perkins, John Hunt, tert, James 
Anderfon, Jonathan Simpfon, jun. 
Lewis Gray, John Powell, James 
Lloyd, Nathaniel Brinley, James 
Selkrig William M'Alpine, John 
Jeffries, jun. William Caineau, Arch. 
Cunningham, John Grouart, William 
Dickfon, David Black, John Barron, 
William Hunter, John Semple, Ro- 
bert Semple, Henry Laughton, John 
Joy, Gregory Townfhend, Archibald 
Bowman. 

Bofion, OBohepS, 1 775. 

To the Gentlemen and principal In-r 
habitants of the Town of Bolton* 

Gentlemen, 
** I fincerely lament the miferies 
brought upon this once happy coun- 
ty through the deep defigns and dark 
contrivances of ambitious men, to raife 
therafelves from obfcurity to power 
and emoluments; nor can I reflect 



fachufett's-Bay, &c. 
May it pleafe your Excellency, 

WE his Majefty's touncil of th« 
Maflachufett's-Bay, having been ho- 
noured with your Excellency's met- 
fage, informing us of his Majefty's 
orders, " that you fliould repair to 
England, to lay before him the ftate 
of affairs in this colony," beg leave tr> 
afTure your Excellency, that from a* 
fenfe of the many virtues which dii- 
tinguifh and atforn your character, we 
feel the moft fincere regret at the ne- 
ceflary occafions which call you from 
us. 

The critical fituation of affairs in 
America, during your adminiftration 
in this Province, has afforded an op- 
portunity for the fevereft trial of thofe 
virtues ; and we fhould betray a great 
degree of infenfibility, or be wanting 
in common juftice to your character, 
were we to fuffer them to pafs unno- 
ticed. 

We reflect with gratitude upon that 



nor can 
without pain upon the infatuation of care and attention," by which we have 
tke multitude, who enjoyed perfect li- been fecured from many of the cala- 



berty, who felt no oppreflion, but de- 
ceived and betrayed, have flown to 
arms to avert evils that only exifted in 
imagination, and in lieu of liberty, 
have madly erected a tyranny upon the 
ruins of the moft free, happy, and le- 
nient government. 

I thank you, Gentlemen, for your 
addrefs, and depart the Province in 
the firm hope, that the people will re- 
cover from their delufion, and difco- 
ver before it is too late, that the go- 
vernment they want tofubvert, is the 
fureft guardian of their lives, property, 
and freedom. 

Thomas Gage." 

The Addrefs of hisMajefty's Council. 
To his Excellency General Gage, 
Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
jefty's Forces in America, Captain 
Genera], aad Governor, in and 



mities and miferies with which we have 
been threatened. 

Your concern for the evils we have 
unavoidably fuflfered, has exceedingly 
endeared your Excellency to us : And 
we fhall ever entertain a profound ref- 
pect for the prudence, benevolence, 
and candour, which have t been (0 con- 
fpicuous in your civil department; as 
well as the great fteadineis, vigilance, 
and humanity, which have marked 
your military character. 

*We have feen with pleafure the 
many efforts you have made to avert 
this unhappy rebellion. We lament 
that the fuccefs has not been equal to 
your endeavours ; but the undiiturbed 
conftancy and firmnefs, * with which 
you have purfued this principle, op- 
pofed to every abufe which wicked- 
nefs, delufion, or enthufiafm could 
devife, has been as much the object 

of 
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of admiration to tfte loyal j as the fub- 
ject of difappointrhent to the dilafFec- 
ted people of this Province. 

The difficulties you have had to en- 
counter, during your.adminiftration, 
are known but to a few I Your pa- 
tience and fectecy have kept them from 
thepublic eye. To lay them open to 
the worid would be a fubjecl ©ffenfive 
to your delicacy, as well as too large 
to come within the compafs of our ad- 
drefs. 

We flatter ourfelves, that our loyalty 
to the beft of kings will recommend us 
to the care and protection of your Ex-> 
cellency's fucceflbrs in command; 
whofe characters in their important 
ftations promife every encouragement 
we can wifh. And we hope your Ex- 
cellency will be pleafed to recommend 
us to our molt gracious fovereign ; to 
affure him we are unalienably attach* 
ed to his (acred perfon and govern- 
ment : That hoping for his approba- 
tion, and relying on the benignity of 
his royal mind, we fupport ourfelve9 
with all poifible patience under the 
difficulties we are obliged to encoun* 
fer. 

We wifh your Excellency a fafe ar- 
rival at the court of Great-Britain ; 
where we doubt not you will meet the 
gracious approbation of our royal maf- 
ter." 



(5O 

tempts upon your Kres : Nor hta tlte* 
feizure of your properties, by the law-*' 
lefs hands of rebels, deterred you from 
a ltedfalt purfuit of that duty which 
every Briton owes to his king and 
country. 

Such a conduit cannot fail to recom- 
mend you highly to out nfoft gracious 
fovereign; and you may be allured 
that it will afford me the greateit plea- 
fure to acquaint his Majefty of your 
unalterable attachment to his perfon 
and government.*' 

Bofton, Gtb 08* 1775, 



His Excellency's Anfwer to the Gen- 
tlemen of the Council. 

Gentlemen of the Council, 

« WHILE I thank you for your 
kind addrefs on my departure from the 
Province, you will permit me to tes- 
tify the fenfe I have of your unfhaken 
loyalty to the king, and zeal for his 
government. 

You have ftood forth in fupport of to harmony, happinefs, and peace 



The Addrefs of the Gentlemen whcr * 
were driven from their Habitations 
in the Country to tne Town of Bof- 
ton. 
To his Excellency Thomas Gage,Efq; 
Captain-General and Commander 1 
in Chief in and over his Majefty > s 
Province of Maffachufetts-Bay, in 
New-England, &c. &c. 

May it pleafe your Excellency, 
" WHEN we reflect on the furpri- 
fing effects of that entnufiafm and in- • 
fatuation which are fo generally pre- 
valent in this country, and the variety 
of dangers to which the loyal and obe- 
dient have been expofed, we feel the 
molt grateful fenfations towards your 
Excellency, and are anxious to ac^ 
knowledge our obligations. To your 
wifdom and prudence we confider our- 
felves indebted for protection from the 
lawlefs fury and unbridled violence of 
onr countrymen ; and had not events 
taken place beyond what human wif- 
dom could forefee, and contrary to any 
calculations, upon rational principles, 
we might in all probability have been 
further indebted to your Excellency for 
a reconciliation of the unhappy dif- 
ferences that fubliit, and a reiteration 



both at a time, when an unnatural 
and unprovoked rebellion has been 
wantonly raifed to fubvert our glorious 
conftitution, and have defpiied the 
menaces of open and concealed at- 



It is with regret we think of your 
Excellency's departure from this Pro- 
vince, but are relieved in fome degree 
by a confideration of the very impor- 
tant fervices which you will render 

tni$ 
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fills country, By a jull reprefentation dard, Seth Williams, jup. Zcbeded 
of its prefent ftate at the court pf Temy, WilHam Simmons,, Luke Hall, 



Qreat-Britain ; by the confidence we 
repofe in the abilities of your fuccef- 
fors to the civil and military com- 
mands — the hopes of your fpeedy re- 
turn — and the anticipation of an efta- 
blifhment of the rightful fupremacy of 
parliament over this part of his Mar- 
jelly's dominions. 



Nathaniel Thomas, Ebenezer Whip- 
ple, Adam Walker, Alpijah White, 
Sylvanus White, Benjamin Stock- 
bridge, William Tyng, Peter Oliver, 
Tcrt. Caleb Wheaton, Ebenezer 
Spooner, John Emerfon, William 
Cowpir, John Tillden, Stephen TilU 
den, Jofeph Tillden, Jofeph Hall, 



" Juftly meriting, and poflefFcd of James Budd, Adam Hall, Jofeph 
the efteem and applaufe of the virtuous Phillips, Samuel Goldfbury, William 



and good, — happy in the pleaftng re- 
flections of an approving confcience, 
and blefled with the gracious plaudit 
of the beft of kings, your opportuni- 
ties will be equal to the inclination 
you have ever difcovered to reftore 
and fettle, on the mofl lailing bafis, 
that union of the interefls of Great- 
Britain and the Colonies, fo indifpen- 



Cambell, Stephen Jones, John Chan- 
dler, Nathaniel C-handler, William 
Chandler, Ebenezer Cutler, James 
Putnam, jun. Peter Oliver, jun, 
Pelham Winflow, Daniel Thomas, 
Levi Foord, Jofeph Aftiley, Benja- 
min Grinnel, Peter Etter, Peter Et- 
ter, jun. t . Franklyn Etter, Daniel Et- 
ter, Jofeph Houfe, Samuel Gilbert, 



fably neceffary to the happinefs of John Walker, Nathaniel Dickenfon, 
both. 

** We fincercly lament that the 
number of thofe who have dared to 
ftem the torrent of rebellion and fedi- 
tion in this Province is fo fmall ; but 
we trull that the cordial thanks even 
of a few (who have fled from oppref- 
iion, who have facrificed their proper- 
ties and every domeftic enjoyment, 
and are now ready to riftjue their 
lives to manifeft their loyalty to the 
beft. of Sovereigns) will^ not be unac- 
ceptable to your Excellency 



Jonathan Stears, Jonathan Sowl, Ed- 
ward G. Lutwyche, Elifha Jones, 
Henry Barnes, Nathaniel Phillips, 
F. B. Winthrop, Thomas Achin- 
clofe, Archibald Achinclofe, Jona- 
than Dix, Benjamin Hart, John 
Cochran. 



To the Gentlemen that were driven 
from their habitations in the Coun- 
try to the Town of Bofton. 
*' Gentlemen, 
" Your kind addrefs at this time 



Be pleafed, Sir, to accept the gives me much pleafure, as it affords 



ardent wiihes of thefe few faithful and 
grateful fubjecls — that your voyage 
may be profperous and agreeable, and 
that your unwearied endeavours for the 
public fervice may be crowned wiph 
fuccefs." 

Bojhm, ytb 0#. 1775. 

Richard Saltonftall, John Bowen, 
Daniel Oliver, Thomas Danforth, 
Edward Winflow, jun. John Sar- 
gent, Ward Chipman, David Phips, 



me an opportunity, before my depar- 
ture from the Province, to acknow- 
ledge the fteady attachment you have 
(hewn to the true interefts of your 
King and country in the worlt of 
times; and the Sacrifices you have 
made in fupport of both are great. 

«* It will be my duty to reprefent 
to our moft gracious Sovereign, the 
difHnguifhing proofs you have given 
of your loyalty and patriotifm ; and 



Thomas JofFolyn ? Charles Curtis, El,* you may be allured, that during my 

kanah Cumman, Thomas Fofter, abfence, my fucceflbrs in the civi| 

tert, James- Putnam, John Ruggles, and military* command will afford, you 

James Craige, Samuel Paine, Elifha every favour and protection. 
Ford, Daniel Dunbar, Lemuel God- Thomas Gagb." ' 
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Qen&ral JFajhingtofs Reply fe General with blood, have been prote&edfrofli 



Gage. 

Head Quarters, Cambridge f 
Sir, ' ' Aug. 19, 1775. 

I ADDRESSED you on the 11th 
f in tzrms which gave the faireft 
fcope for the exercife of that humanity 
and politenefs, which were fuppofed 
*o form a part of your character. I 
rcmonflratqi with you on the unwor- 
thy treatment fhewn to the officers 
ar.d citizens of America, whom the 
fortune of war, chance, or a miflaken 
confidence^ had thrown into your 
liands. 

Whether British or American mer- 
cy, fortitude and patience, are moil 
pre-eminent; whefner our victorious 
citizens, whom the hand of tyranny 
has forced into arms, to defend their 
wives, their children, and their pro- 



the fury of a juftly enraged people. 
Far from compelling or permitting 
their afliftance, I am embarraiFed with 
the numbers who crowd to our camp, 
animated with the pureft principles of 
virtue, and love of their country. Ycm 
advife me to give free operation to 
truth j to puniih mifreprefentation and 
falfehood* If experience flamps value 
upon counfel, yours mull haveaweight 
which few can claim. You befl can 
tell how far the convulfion, which has 
brought fuch ruin on both countries^ 
and ihaken the mighty empire of Bri- 
tain to its foundation, may be traced, 
to thefe malignant caufes. 

You affect, Sir, to defpife all rank r 
not derjved from the fame fource with, 
your own. I cannot conceive one moie. 
honourable than that, which flows 



perty, or the mercenary inftmments of from the uncorrupted choice of a brave 
lawless domination, avarice and re- and free people, the pureft Source anc^ 
venge, befl defcrve the appellation of original fountain of all power# Far 
rebels, and the punifhment of that from making it a plea for cruelty, x 
cord, which your affected clemency mjncl of true magnanimity and en- 
has forbojn to inflict ; whether the larged ideas would comprehend artel 
authority under which I act, is ufurp- refpeel it. 



cd, or founded upon the genuine prin- 
ciples of liberty, were altogether fo- 
reign to the fubjecl. I purpofely a- 
voided ajl political difquifition ; nor 
lhall I now avail myfelf of thofe ad- 
vantages, which . the facred caufe of 
my* country, of liberty, and human 
nature, give me over you, much lefs 
fliull J ftoop to retort any invective. 
But the intelligence, you fay, you have 
received from our army, requires a re- 
ply. I have taken time, Sir, to make 
a ftrift enquiry, and find it has not 
the lealr. foundation in truth. Not on- 
ly your officers and fcldiers have been 
treated with a tenderneft due to fellow 
citizens and brethren, but even thofe 
execrable parricides, whofe councils 



What may have been the miniflerial 
yiews, which have precipitated the pre-r 
fentcrifis* Lexington, Concord, and 
pharlefiown, can befl declare. May 
that God, to whom you then appeal^ 
judge between America and you. 
Under his providence, thofe, who in- 
fluence the councils of America, and 
all the other inhabitants of the United 
Colonies, at the hazard of their lives, 
are determined to hand down to poft 
terity thofe juit and invaluable privi- 
leges which they received from theif 
anceftors. ' 

I mail now, Sir, clofe my corref- 
pondence with you, perhaps forever. 
If your officers, our prifoners, receive 
a treatment from me, different from 



and aid have deluged their country what I wifhed to fhew them, they an4 

you will remember the occafion of it* 



* General WaAington's other letter, aad 
General Gage's anfwervcere publifhed firft in 
the London Gazette, (but this was not) and 
are in the fir /I volume of the Remembrancer, 
p. 177. 



I am, Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 

G. Washington* 
General Ga»e\ 
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Prtieeidings of the Convention of Dele- 
gates from the Counties and Corpora- 
tions in the Colony of Virginia, held 
at the Town of Richmond, in the 
County of Henrico* 

*tbe Hon* Peyton Randolph, Prefident. 

7*£i8, 1775,. 
RESOLVED, That this conven- 
tion will immediately refolve itfelf 
into. a committee to take into confide- 
ration the ftate of the Colony. 

Refolved, That it is the opinipn 
of this committee, that a fumcient 
armed force be immediately raifed and 
embodied, under proper officers, for 
the defence and protection of this Co- 
lony. 

July 24, 

Refolved, That no flour, wheat, 
or other grain, or provifions of any 
kind, be exported from this Colony, 
to any part of the world, from and 
after the fifth day of Auguft next, un- 
til the convention or alTembly, or the 
honourable the continental eongrefs, 
. mall order otherwife ; that no quan- 
tities of the faid articles, more than 
ore neceflary for the ufe of the inhabi- 
tants, be brought to, collected, or 
ftored, in the towns, or other places, 
upon or near the navigable waters; 
that the respective county committees 
he directed to take care that this re- 
folve be effectually carried into execu- 
tion ; and that all contracts made for 
the fale and delivery of any fuch arti- 
cles, for exportation, between this 
time and the' tenth day of September 
next, be confidered as null and void. 
July 25. 

The committee to whom the late 
treaty with the different tribes of In- 
dians at Pittfburg, together with fe- 
veral refolutions of the committee on 
the Weflern Waters of Augufta coun- 
ty* were referred, reported, that they 
had had the fame under their confede- 
ration, and come to the following re- 
folutions; 



Refolved, That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that the committee or 
the county of Augufta have acted with 
the greatefl propriety and prudence, 
and that the expences of the treaty^ 
and the money advanced in prefents 
to the Indians, ought to be reimburfed 
by the public. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that two companies 
of one hundred men each, befides of- 
ficers, ought, with all convenient 
fpeed, to be Rationed at Pittlburg; 
one other company, of one hundred 
men, at Point Pleafant; twenty five 
men at Fort Fincafile, at the mouth 
of Weeling ; and that one hundred 
men be ftationed at proper polls in 
the county of Fincaflle ; for the pro- 
tection of the inhabitant on the fouth* 
weftern frontiers, exclufive of the 
troops to be raffed for the defence of 
the Lower parts of the country. 

Ordered, That leave be given to 
bring in an ordinance to make provi- 
fion for defraying the expences of the 
militia lately drawn out into actual 
fervice, and for paying the fame. 

Ordered, That leave be given to 
bring in an ordinance for regulating 
the election of delegate* and com- 
mittees for the feveral counties and 
corporations in this Colony. 
July 28. 
/The prefident laid before the con- 
vention a letter from the officers of the 
volunteer companies in Williamfburg, 
informing the convention, that they 
had refolved, immediately, to fecure 
all the public monies in the .hands of 
the receiver-general, naval officers, 
and other collectors for hiiMajeftyj 
that they had fent out detachments for 
that purpofe ; and defiring the opinion 
of the convention relative thereto, as 
they fhould cheerfully iubmit to their 
determination on the fubject. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that the proceedings 
of the officers of the volunteer compa- 
nies in Williamfburg, mentioned in 

I their 
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their letter to *he convention, though they fliall judge moft for Ac interdft 



they arofe from the beft motives, can- 
not be approved, and that they be re- 
Juired to defift from carrying their re- 
>lutionsihto execution. 
July 29. 
Refoved, That the feveral infpec- 
tors of this Colony be directed to pre- 
serve the trafh tobacco at their respec- 
tive infpettions, for the purpofe of 
making feitpetre ; and that they deli- 
ter the fame, whert required, to fuch 
^perfon, tor perfons, as may be ap- 
jjoirited for that purpofe by the com- 
mttee of the county. ' 

Refolved,. That the chairman of 
^Ae committees of the feveral coun- 
'ties do, without delay, procure all 
"the (aJtpetre and fulphur which 
*may be had, and that the fame 
*hc paid ibr by the public; and it is 
*tarneftly recommended to all perfons 



of this Colony. 

Augufl ii, 

Refolved, That the faid Peytoa 
Randolph, Richard Herfry Lee, 
Thomas Jefferfon, Benjamin Harri- 
fon, Thomas Nelfon, Rkhard Bland, 
and George Wythe, Efquires, be 
appointed deputies to reprefent this 
Colony in general congrefs for one 
"year ; and that they have power t» 
meet and adjourn, for fuch time, and 
to fuch place, or places, as may b* 
thought moft proper. 

Augufi 12. 

Mr. Cary, from the perfons ap- 
pointed, prefented to the convention, 
according to order, an ordinance for 
regulating the election of delegates 
and afcertaining their allowances, and 
alib for regulating the election of com- 
mittee-men in the feveral counties and 



in this 'Colony to be aiSfting in pro- corporations within this Colony, and 



'curing thofe neceftary articles, and 
fchearrully to deliver to the faid chair- 
man what they may have in dieir fa- 
Imilies, except fo much as may be ne 
ceflary for medicinal purpofes, 
Augufi 5. 
'Refolved, That any perfon whrj 



for other purpofes therein mentioned; 
and the fame was read the firft time, 
and ordered to be read a focond time. 
Mr. Zane prefented an ordinance 
lor appointing commilTioners to fettfe 
the accounts of the militia lately 
drawn Out into actual fervice, and for 



Urall hereafter accept any office of making provihon to pay the fame; 

profit or pecuniary appointment under 'which was read the Erft time, and 

the crown mail be difqualified from ordered to be read a fecond time. 

fitting in this convention^ the general Ordered, That leave be given ttr 

tongrefs, council of fafety, or county "bring in an ordinance to encourage the 

committee. "making faltpetre, gunpowder, lead^ 

Augufi f. the refining fulphur, and providing 

Refolved, That John Neavill be arms, for the uie of the Colony. 

.'directed to march with his company Augufi 15. 



t)f one hundred men and take poflef- 
iion of Fort Pitt, and that the faiti 
'company be in the pay of this Colony 
pQvk the time of their marching. 

Augufi 10. 
* Refolved, That the powder pur- 
chafed by Patrick Henry, Efq; for the 
ufe of this ' Colony, be immediately 
fent for, and applied by the deputies 
appointed to reprefent this Colony in 



Refolved, That until the committee 
appointed by the convention in March, 
lad, to inquire whether the King; 
may of right advance the lerms of 
granting, lands in this Colony, Jhall 
have made their report, the recom^ 
mendation tiien made, that all per- 
fons mould forbear to purchafe or ac- 
cept grants of lands under the fete 
inilructions from the governor, be ob- 



'geaerai cpngrefs in fuch manner as, ferved ; and that; in the mean-time 
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■11 forveyers be, and they are hereby 

directed, to make no furveys under 

the fadd inftruclions, nor pay any re- 

gard to the faid proclamation. 

Auguft 1 6. 

An addrefs from the Baptifts in this 

Colony was prefented to the convene 

tion, and read ; fetting forth, that 

however diftinguiftied from the body 

of their countrymen, by appellatives 

And Sentiments of a religious nature, 

they neverthelefs confider themfelves 

as members of the fame community in 

i-efpect to matters of a civil nature, 

and embarked in the fame common 

caufe ; that, alarmed at (he oppref. 

fion which hangs over America, they 



) 

tend divine feryice a* celebrate! hf ■ 
the chaplain. 

Refolved, That for the more effec*. 
tual carrying into execution the feveral 
rules and regulations eftablifhcd by 
this convention, for the defence and 
protection of this colony, a committee 
of fafety be appointed, to confifl of 
eleven members, to be chofen by bal* 
lot, by the members of this conven- 
tion, who are to continue to the next 
fitting of the convention, or for one 
year, in cafe the convention ihall not 
meet within that time. 

Refblved, That np member of th* 
committee of fafety fhall hold any mU 
litary office whatfoevei; after the end 



had confidered what part it would be of this fefiion of the convention. 



proper to take in the unhappy contelt, 
and had determined that in fome cafes 
it was lawful to go to war, and that 
they ought to make a military refift T 
ance againft Great-Britain in her un- 
juft invafion, tyrannical oppreffions, 
and repeated hoftilities; that their 
brethren were left at discretion to 



It being obferved, with great con* 
cern, that t^e prefidf nt was much in* 
difpofed, and that the time of his de+ 
parture for the general continental 
congrefs was nearly approaching, it 
was unanimoufiy recommended to hint 
to retire for the prefent from the &»• 
tigues of the bufineis of thia convenr 



pnlift, without incurring the cenfure tjon ; in which he was jjleafed, though 

pf their religious community ; and, with reluctance, to acquiefce. It was 

under thefe circumilances, many of theh uaan^oufly refclved, that the 

fhem had enlifted as foldiers, and thanlcs of this convention be prefcnted 

many more were ready to do fo, who to his honour the president for his un* 

had an earneft defire their miniiters remitting a^enfton to the important 

fhould preach to them during the interefis of this country, and his unr 

campaign ; that they had therefore wearie4 application to, and able, 

appointed four of their brethren to faithful^ and impartial difcharge of, 

make application to this convention the duties of his o&ce ; aiTurhag him, 

for the liberty of preaching to the ;hat he hath the warmeft wUhes of this 

froops at convenient times, without convention far a fpeedy return of 

jnolcftation or abufe ? and praying the health, and an uniqtejrupte4 enjoy* 

fame may he granted, them. ment of every felicity. 

Refolved, That it te an innru£Uon . 4&*ft 17* 
to the commanding officers of the The delegates peing aflembled, Ed- 
regiments or troops to be raifed, that mund Pendleton, £ft}^ a member for 
they permit diflenting clergymen, to the county of Caroline, reminded 
celebrate divine worftrip, and to them that the honourable Peyton, 
preach to the foldiers, or exhort, Randolph, gfq; having, in con ft- 
from time to time, as th« various ope- quence pf what was yeftsrday recom- 
rations of the military fervice may mended to hini by the convention, re- 
permit, for the eafe of fuch fcrupulous tired, it became neceflary that they 
c_pafciences as inay nqt choofe to at- fliould proceed $q tJ^e choice of ano- 
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tfcer prefident, to aft in that office du- 
ring his indifpofition or abfence ; and 
he recommended Robert Carter Ni- 
cholas, Efq; as a gentleman in every 
refpeft qualified to fill that important 
office. Mr. Nicholas was then, by 
general confent, called to the chair ; 
.and after being feated, arofe and re- 
turned his thanks to the convention 
for the honour they had been pleafed 
to confer on him. Profeffions of un- 
worthinefs, he faid, he confidered as 
mere trite than fincere, and therefore 
declined every thing of that kind; 
but candour obliged him to acknow- 
ledge he felt the greateft diffidence in 
Succeeding to an office lately filled by 
a worthy gentleman, of confefled abi- 
lities, fo much to his own honour, 
and fo greatly to the advantage of 
this convention. 

The prefident then reminded the 
convention how much a due obfer- 
vance of order and decorum redounded 
to the honour and dignity of every 
fociety, and hoped a continuance of 
the fame attention to thofe objects, 
which he had been hitherto happy to" 
obferve ; that, on his part, no endea- 
vours mould be wanting to juftify their 
choice ; and that, on ail occafions, 
he mould conduit himfelf with the 
- utmofl impartiality. 

Auguft 19. 
Mr. Cary presented an ordinance 
for appointing a committee of fafety, 
for lie- more effectual carrying into 
execution the feveral rules and regula- 
tions eftablifhed by this convention for 
the protection of this Cokmyj'and 
the fame was- read the firft time, and 
Ordered to be read a fecond time, 

Mr. Cary prefented an ordinance 
to encourage the making of faltpetre, 
gunpowder, lead, the refining of ful- 
phur, and providing arms for the ufe 
of this Colony; and the fame was 
read the firft time, and ordered to be 
read a fecond time. 

An ordinance for appointing a com- 
mittee of iafety, for the more effec- 



tual carrying into execution the fevers] 
rules and regulations eftablifhed by 
this convention for the protection oF 
this Colony, was read a fecond time, 
and ordered to be committed, 

Auguft zi» 
The articles for the better govern- 
ment of the forces to be raifed and 
employed in the fervice of the Colony 
and dominion of Virginia, which had 
pafled through the feveral ftages as 
part of the t ordinance for raifing and 
embodying' a fufficient force for the 
defence and protection of this Colony, 
were feparated therefrom, read a third 
time, and patted, under the title of 
" An ordinance for the better go- 
vernment of the forces to be railed 
and employed in the fervice of the 
Colony and dominion of Virginia." 

An ordinance for raifing and em- 
bodying a fufficient force for the de-» 
fence and protection of this Colony, 
having been, fairly tranfcrit>ed 1 was 
read a third time, and the blank* 
therein filled up. 

Kefolved, that the faid ordinance 
do pafs. 

Ordered, That Mr. Banifter, Mr, 
Lawfon, Mr. Watkins, and Mr. 
Holt, be appointed a committee to 
draw up and report the forms of proper 
commiffions to be granted to the offi* 
cers of the regular forces, minute-men, 
and militia of this Colony* 

Auguft 2Z. 

Ordered, That the committee ap- 
pointed to examine, ftate, and fettle 
the accounts of the militia lately 
drawn out into actual fervice, do 
make a fpecial report of the expence 
of building and repairing forts, which 
is not to be paid without the farther 
order of the convention or aflembly; 
and that the faid committee do alio 
make a ftrict inquiry for all the public 
mufkets and bayonets lately uied in 
the expedition againft the Indians, and 
caufe the fame to be fent to the com- 
mander in chief of the forces to he 

raited 
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raifed for the defence and protection 
of this Colony. 

Augufi 25. 

Refolved, That no perfon whatfo- 
ever (hall fell to any non-commiffioned 
officer or foldier in the regular fervice 
any kind of fpirituous liquors within 
a mile of the head-quarters, under 
the penalty of fubjecting himfelf to 
every regulation prefcribed for fut- 
tlers. 

It appearing to the convention, by 
a receipt of Patrick Henry, Efq; and 
other teftimony, that it was referred 
to them, at this meeting, to deter- 
mine how much of the three hundred 
ai*d thirty pounds which had been re- 
ceived of the receiver-general, on the 
4th of May laft, to compenfate for the 
powder taken out of the magazine by 
the governor's orders, mould be re- 
flared to the faid receiver-general, 

Refolved, As the opinion of this 
convention, that fufficient proof being 
had of there being only fifteen half- 
barrels of pow4er fo taken by Lord 
Punmore's order, that no more mo- 
ney fhould be retained than one hun- 
dred and twelve pounds ten millings, 
which we judge fully adequate to the 
payment of the faid powder, and that 
the refidue of the faid three hundred 
and thirty pounds ought to be re- 
turned to the faid receiver-general, 
"and it is hereby directed to be paid 
to him by the treafurer of this Co- 
lony. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this convention are juitly 
due to the feveral volunteer companies 
in this Colony for their zeal and at- 
tachment to the caufe of American 
liberty, manifested by their attention 
to the refolutions of the laft conven- 
tion in arming and difciplining them- 
klves, and the readinefs they have 
fhevvn, upon all occafions, to defend 
their country againft the dangers with 
which it was threatened, and that 
they be defired to exert themfelves in 
promoting enliftments into the regular 



and minute lervice adopted by tU* 
convention ; and it is recommended 
to the feveral diftrict committees to 
pay proper attention to the merit of 
the laid volunteers, in their choice of 
officers. 

Refolved, That the treafurer do, 
from time to time, advance to the 
members of the committee of fafetf 
fifteen fhillings per day, to defray 
their reafonable expences during their 
attendance on duty. 

Mr. Pendleton, from the perfons 
appointed to prepare and bring in an 
ordinance to provide for paying the 
expences of the delegates from this 
Colony to the General Congrefs, pre- 
fented to the convention, according 
to order, the faid ordinance ; which 
was read the fir ft time, and ordered 
to be read a fecond time. 

An ordinance for regulating the 
election of delegates and afcertaining 
their allowances, and alfo for regula- 
ting the election of committee-men 
in the feveral counties and corpora- 
tions within this' Colony, and for 
other purpofes therein mentioned, hav- 
ing been fairly tranferibed^ was read 
a third time. 

Refolved, That the faid ordinance 
do pafs. 

An ordinance, to provide for pay- J 
ing the expences of the delegates from 
this Colony to the General Congrefs, 
was read a fecond time, ordered to be 
fairly tranferibed, and read a third 
time. 

An ordinance, for appointing com- 
miflioners to fettle the accounts of the 
militia lately drawn out into actual 
fervice, and for making provifion to 
pay the fame, having been fairly 
tranferibed, was read a third time. 

Refolved, That the faid ordinance 
do pafs. 

Ordered, That the title of the faid 
ordinance be " An ordinance for ap- 
pointing commiflioners to fettle the 
accounts of the militia lately drawn 
ou\ into actual fervice/ and for mak- 
ing 
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Jng provifion tt> pay the fame, as well any arrears which may be dn« for 
as die expence pf railing and provi- arms or trophies formerly purchafed, 
ding for the forces and minute-men apply any fuch money lor providing 



directed to be embodied for the de- 
fence of this Colony, 

An ordinance, to provide for pay., 
ing the expences of the delegates from 
this Colony to the General pengrefs, 
having been fairly tranferibed, was 
fead a third time, and the blanks 
therein filled up. - 

Refolved, That the faid ordinance 
fk> pafs. 

Refolved, That it be recommended 
to the committees of the feveral coun- 
ties and corporations in this Colony 
to call collectors and receivers of fines 
heretofore impofed by any court-mar- 
tial, and all other perfons. who have 
any money in their hands arifing 
from fuch fines, to an immediate ac- 
count for the fame, and, after paying 



arms and ammunition for the ufe of 
their refpe&ive counties and corpora- 
tions, in fuch manner as they (hall 
think belt. 

Mr. Adams, from the committee 
appointed to examine, flate, and re T 
port the claims of fuch officers and 
men * as had been appointed and en-; 
lifted purfuant to a former refolution^ 
reported, that they had examined tho 
claims of the officers and foldiers in. 
the county of Chefterfield, and tha^ 
H appeared to them that the faid oft\ 
cers were chofen by the committee of 
the faid county, and directed to raife 
the men, in confequence of which 
they were accordingly enlifted, an4 
are entitled to Day as follows : 



To John Markham, Captain, four days, at 6s. fr 

To William Black, Lieutenant, four days, at 4s* — 
To George Hancock, Erifign, four days, at 3s. — 

To Thomas Bevinton, and tyfatthew Fowler, Jjerjeants, folP" 

days each, at 2s. — — -. 

To thirty-tljree privates, four days each, at is. ^.d, — 
To five'privates, three days each, at js. 4d. . ■ 



Refolved, That the treafurer dp pay 
the faid 13I. 4s. agreeable to the fore- 
going report. 

\ Whereas, by a refolution of the 
convention held in the month of March 
laft, the feveral courts in this Colony 
were directed to proceed to give judg- 
ments againft IherirTs and other collec- 
tors for money or tobacco received by 
them, and k is reprefented to this 
convention, that feveral ftieriffs, in 
prder to evade paying the money re- 
ceived on executions levied by them, 
refufe to return fuch executions. 

Refolved therefore, That 1% be re- 
commended to the feveral courts of 
juftice in this Coloriy to put in execu- 
tion the laws now in force tp compel 
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the flieriflfs to return executions, an$ 
to call all publick creditors tQ ao* 
count. 

A petition of fundry merchants, 
and others, natives of Great-Britain, 
and refident in this Colony, was pre* 
fented to the Convention, and read ; 
fetting forth, that being chiefly agents, 
faclors, and perfons who, from their 
youth, have been bred up to, and em- 
ployee in commerce, they have at no* 
time interfered with the civil inftitq T 
tions of the country, but have always 
acted in conformity to {he laws, under 
which they have enjoyed the bell fe- 
qirity for their perfons and property ; 
that witbi this experience of the pro- 
tection deriyedfrom faltjtary laws, at 

weU 
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fcrefl as from tke happy intercourfe the civil contcft fuMifting with the" pu 
they have enjoyed with the inhabi- rent ftate, but are willing, andretdyi 

to participate in all inftances, except 
taking up arms againft the peopi© 
among whom they were bom, and - 
with whom, perhaps, they are coa* 



tants, many of them had formed con* 

ftections of the moil endearing nature, 

and had invefted considerable portions 

of their property in real eftates, with 

a view of continuing their refidence netted by the neareft ties of cortfangui- 

among a people with whom they had nity ; that they entreat the impartial 



hitherto lived in much harmony ; that 
their fears were much awakened from 
the ill-grounded prejudices which they 
are informed actuate the minds of fome 
of the people of this Colony, againft 
them, as a body who are not natives 
a 



and favourable attention of the cori^ 
vention to this circumftance, and be? 
that a line of conduct might be marked 
out, by which, in this dangerous crifis, 
they may move as ufeful members of 
the community, without being hekt 



of the land, a circumftance which, to the neceflity of Ihedding the blood 
being accidental, cannot be imputed of their countrymen, an act at which 
to them as a fault, and therefore hop- nature recoils, and which every feel- 
ing to Hand in the fame light with ing of humanity forbids ; that, al- 
other fubjects who conform to the lowed this, they repeat their readmefs 
laws ; that they are very fenfible the to Hand up, with the foremoft, in de- 
unhappy differences fubiifting^etweea fence of the country againft internal 
"the parent ftate and her Colonies have infurrections.. and in its fupport, by 
given rife to distinctions to their pre- the moft liberal and cheerful contribu- 



judice amongft the natives of the coun- 
try, and excited jealoufies of them 
which otherwife had never exhted ; 
that, difcriminated from the reft of the 



tions ; and that the fupreme director 
of the univerfe might infpire this con- 
vention with wifdom to put a period 
to this unnatural conteft, and reftore 



fociety , and placed in a fufpicious point this once happy land to peace, (afety, 

of view, tkey prefume to lay before and union with its parent fixate, waft 

this Convention the hardships of their their moft ardent wifti, 
fituation, and, in the fincerity of their Refolved unanimoufly, That the 

hearts, declare, that they hold the faid petition is reafonaliie ; and it ia 

,peop!e of this Colony m the higheft recommended to the committees of the 

eftimation as friends and fellow-fub- fevefal counties and corporations,, and 

jects ; and that, in war or peace, they others the good people of this colony, 

will cheerfully contribute, with them, to treat all fuch natives of Great-Bri- 



to the exigencies of their common 
"ftate ; that in all internal commotions, 
or infurrections, they pledge their 
faith, at the rifle Of their lives and for- 
tunes, jointly with their fellow-fub- 
jects of this Colony, to defend the 
country ; ami that, in cafe of an^at- 



tain resident here, as do not fhow them- 
felves enemies to the common caufe of 
America, with lenity and friendfhip; 
to protect all perfons whatfoever in the 
juft enjoyment of their civil fights and 
liberty, to difcountenance all national 
reflections, to preferve, to the utmoft 1 



tack from the troops of Great-Bri- of their power, internal peace an! 

tain, they will not aid in any manner, good order ; and to promote union, 

or communicate intelligence to them harmony, and mutual good-will, ar 

"by letter or otherwife ; that they beg mong all ranks of people. 
leave to affiire this Convention they Refolved, That it be an inftruc- 

wifh not an exemption from the hard- tion to the committee of fafery that 



fliips and burthens to" which the ]J eo- 
*2>1? of tfus country are expofed, from 



they forthwith caufe to be erected a 
fwgaiine, at fome fit an4 convenient 

place, 
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ptaot, for the reception of arms and tion, it is provided, that the comimttrf 
Ammunition ; and that they appoint of fafety mould iflue all military com- 
a guard, to be drawn out of the mi- millions : now, . in purfuance of the 
nute-men or militia, for the fafe keep- (aid power to us granted, and in con~ 
big and prefervation of the fame, from formity to the appointment of the con- 
time to time, as the exigence of af- vention, we the faid committee of 
fairs may require. fafety do conftitute and conjmiffion you 
Refolved, That it be recommended the faid Patrick Henry, Efq; colonel 
to the committees of the feveral coun- of the firft regiment of regulars, and 
, ties and corporations to appoint pro- commander in chief of all fuch other 
per perfons of their body, within fuch forces as may, by order of the con-< 
diftncb as to them fhall feem conve- vention, or committee of fafety, be 
nient, to take a lift of the number of 'directed to act in conjunction with 
perfons therein of all ages and fexes, them ; and with the faid forces, or 
ciftinguifhing whether they be male or any of them, you are hereby empow- 
female, white or black, and of the ered to refift and repel all hoftile in- 
males whether they be above or under vafions, and quell and fupprefs any 
fixteen years of age ; from which lifts infurreftions which may be made or 
the committee ihall caufe a general attempted againft the peace and fafety 
county or corporation lift to be made -of this his Majefty's Colony and do- 
and returned to the prefident of the minion. And we do require you to 



Convention, without delay, who is de- 
iired, from them, to caufe a general 
Colony lift to be formed, and certify 
the fame to the Continental Congrefs. 
Mr. Banifter, from the perfons ap- 



exert your utmoft efforts for the pro- 
motion of difcipline and order among 
the' officers and foldiers under your 
command, agreeable to fuch ordi- 
nances, rules, and articles, which are 



pointed to draw up andreport the forms now, or hereafter may be, inftituted 

of proper commiflions to be granted to for the government and regulation of 

the officers of the regular forces, mi- the army ; and that you pay due obe- 

nute-men, and militia of this colony, dience to all orders and inftructions 

reported the following forms of the which from time to time you may re- 

faid commnTions, which were read, ceive from the convention or commit- 

andonthequeftionfeverallypuftherd- tee of fafety, to hold, exercife, and 

on, agreed to by the convention. enjoy, the faid office of colonel and 

commander in chief of the forces, and 

'Form of a CommiJJton for the Colonel of to perform and execute the power and 

tht firft Regiment, and Commander authority aforefaid, and all other things* 

in Chief of the regular Forces. which are truly and of right inciden- 

The Committee of Safety for the Co- tal to your faid office, during the plea- 

lony of Virginia to Patrick Henry, fure of the convention, and no longer* 



Efq. 

WHEREAS by a refolutlon of the 
delegates of this Colony, in convention 
afleinbled, it was determined that you 
*he faid Patrick Henry, Efq; fhould 



And we do hereby require and com^ 
mand all officers and foldiers, and 
every perfon whatfoever, in any way 
concerned, to be obedient and affift- 
ing to you in all things touching the 
due execution of this commiffion, ac- 



be colonel of the -firft regiment of re- cording to the purport or intent there-' 

gulars, and commander in chief of all of. 

the forces to be raifed for the^ protec- Given under our hands, at 

tion and defence of this Colony, and, this day of , anno dom. 177 

by an ordinance of the iaid conven- Commifiom 
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xl&mmijjion to a Colonel of the Minuit 

Men, 
The Committee of Safety of the Co- 
lony of Virginia to , Efq. 
' WHEREAS it is provided, by an 
ordinance of the convention, that a 
battalion of minute-men mould be 
enlifted, trained, and difciplined, in 
each of the diflricts therein-mentioned, 
and by the fame authority it is or- 
dained that all commiifions for officers 
tt> command the faid minute-men 
ihould hTue from the committee of 
fafety: now, in purfuance of the faid 
power and authority to us given, we 
do by thefe prefents conftitute and 
commifHon you the faid colonel 

of the battalion of minute-men in the 
diftrict of . You are 

therefore to aft as colonel, by duly 
exerciflng the officers and foldiers un- 
der your command, taking care that 
they be provided with arms and am* 
monition, agreeable to the ordinances 
pf the convention ; and you are to 
pay a ready obedience to all orders 
and inftructions which from time to 
time you may receive from the con- 
vention,, committee of fafety, or any 
of ypuj- fpperior officers, agreeable to 
the rules and articles ordained by the 
convention. And we do require all 
Officers and foldiers under your com* 
jhand to be obedient, and to aid you 
in' the execution of this commiflion, 
according to the intent and purport 
thereof. 
Given under our hands, at 
, this day of 

, annodom. 177 

CommiJ/son to a County Lieutenant* 
The Commifllon of JJafcty for the Co- 
lony of Virginia to 
BY virtue of the power an4 autho- 
rity inverted in us by the delegates 
and reprefentatives of the feveral coun-. 
ties and corporations within this Co- 
lony, in general convention aflTembled, 
we, repofing e{j>ecial truft and eonfi- 
4<fence in your patrioafin, fidelity, cou- 



rage, and good conduct, do by thefe 

Srefents conftitute and appoint you to 
e a county-lieutenant of the militia 
of the county of * j and you 

are therefore carefullyand diligently 
to difcharge the truft repofed in you, 
by difciplining all officers and foldiers 
under your command; and we do 
hereby require them to obey you as 
their county-lieutenant. And yoi* 
are to obferve and follow all fuch or- 
ders and directions as you ihall from 
time to time receive from the con- 
vention, the committee of fafety for 
the rime being, or any fuperior offi- 
cer, according to the rules and regu- 
lations eftabliined by the convention. 

Given under our hands, at 
, this day of 

, annodom. 177 

Refolved, That it be recommended 
to the committees of the feveral coun- 
ties and corporations, where it is not 
already done, to complete the col- 
lection of the money by them judged 
requulte for the purchafe of gunpow*. 
der, lead, flints, and cartridge paper, 
according to the refolution of the con* 
vention in March Iaft, in order to 
place the whole Colony on an equal 
footing in that particular, and return 
aftateof fuch collection to the next 
convention, 

Refolved, That in ca(e the British 
miniilry mall attempt to enforce the 
act of parliament for preventing the 
erection of plating and flitting mills, 
in America, this convention will re* 
Compenfe to the proprietors of the 
two firft of fuch mills as ftiall be finifh- 
ed and fet to work in this Colony all 
Ioffes they may refpectively fuftain in 
confequence of fuch endeavours of ad- 
giiniftration. 

An ordinance, to encourage the 
making faltpetre, gunpowder, ]ead, 
^he refining fulphur, and providing 
arms for the ufe of this Colony, hav- 
ing been fairly tranferibed, was read 
a third timej and tbfi blanks therein 
filled up. 

K {Ufolved, 
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Rcfolved, That the- faid ordinance 
do pafs. 

Ordered, That the title of the (aid 
ordinance be " An ordinance for pro- 
viding arms and ammunition for the 
ufe of this Colony,'* 

Refblved, That the feveral fums 
following be paid to the feveral offi- 
cers of this convention, for their fer r 
vices during the prefent feflion. - 

1. s. d. 
To the Rev. Miles 'Selden, 
Chaplain to the Conven- 
tion 40 p 

To Mr. Jno. Tazewell, Clerk 

of the Convention — 150 9 
To Mr. William Dandridge, 

junior ■ 25 o o 

To Mr. Thomas Claiborne, 
Meflenger to the Conven- 
tion — — 500 o 
To Robert Hyland, John Creagh, 
William Drinkard, William Hix, and 
Richard Williams, door-keepers to the 
onvention, 20L each. 

It appearing to the convention, that 
Otway Byrd, Efq; had, on account 
of his attachment to American liberty, 
refigned his provifion and profpe&s 
in the Britifh navy, and may.be defli- 
tike of employment. 

Refblved, • That the faid Otway 
Byrd, Efq; be ftrongly recommended 
to his Excellency General Wafhing- 
ton, and the convention of our filler 
Colonies to the eaftward, for promo- 
tion in the aimy in that neighbour- 
hood ; and that until fuch promotion 
ihall take place, or it be other wife or- 
dered' by this convention, that he be 
allowed ten Shillings per day to fupport 
Jjim as a cadet in the continental ar- 
my, to commence the day he joins 
the faid army, and that he be alfo al-' 
lowed the fum of 50I. to be paid him 
immediately. ^ 

The foregoing declaration was pre 
fen ted to the convention, maturely 
confidered, and unanimoufly agreed 
to. 



A Declaration of the Delegates -deputed* 
by the federal Counties and Corpora- 
tions in the Colony and Dominion of" 
Virginia to reprefent them in General 
Convention, Jetting forth the Gaufi 
of their Meeting, and the Necefftty of 
immediately putting the County inta 
a Pofture of Defence, for the better. 
Protection of their Lives, Liberties^ 
and, Properties* 

THE advantages refulting from 
the wifeft infiitutions,, and the price 
of all fublunary enjoyments, rre befl 
to be eftimated from thri lois or di- 
minution. By this accurate fcale, we 
are taught to weigh the man/ bleflings, 
derived to this once happy country 
from our excellent conftitution. Set 
long as this was maintained on its 
original principles, and remained in- 
violate, all was well with us ; every 
thing flowed in a proper, peaceful 
channel; all were quiet, and at eafe* 
But, how .great the change ! how 
tfreadful the reverfe ! 

The times were, and thefe not very 
diftant, when the reprefentatives of 
the people, with much pleafure, met 
their governors in general-afTerhbly. In 
thefe aflemblies the greatefl harmony 
prevailed, till a fatal change ofmini- 
fterial fyflems took place. A caufe- 
lefs, hafty diflblution, drove the re- 
prefentative body to the unhappy di- 
lemma of either facrificing the moil 
efTential interefts of their conftituents, 
or of meeting in general convention, 
to aflert andpreferve them. The un- 
lucky incidents here alluded to are of 
publick notoriety, and need not a par- 
ticular enumeration. 

Repeated prorogations of our aflem- 
bly, when the country was in the great- 
eit diftrefs, rendered a convention, in 
the month of March lafl, abfolutety 
necefTary. The delegates or the peo- 
ple then met in full convention, the 
moft numerous aflembly that had ever 
been jpown in this Colony, taking a . 

view 
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Vi6w of our unhappy fituarion ; con- that matters might, in another place, 

iidering the country expofed to the be fettled and adjufted in the ufual 

moft imminent dangers, as well front mode. The proceedings of the houfe 

invalions as infurrections ; knowing its of burgefles, the governors conduct 

then defencelefs ftate, and feeing rid towards them, his withdrawing from 

profpect that opportunity would be the feat of his government, and taking 

given them in general-aflembly to pro- up his refidence on board one of his 

vide and guard againft fuch extenfive majefty's fhipsofwar, the many ob- 

evils, judged it their indifpenfable duty ftructions given by his lordfhip to the 

to put the country into a pofture of de- bufinefs ofthe aflembly, and his deter- 

fence^. They recommended a due at- minedreTolution to render abortive thofe 

mention to the militia law ; but confi- verymeafures he had recommended, are 

dering this inadequate to the purpofe, faithfully and impartially fubmitted to 

they farther advifed the railing one or thepublick, in a pamphlet publifhed by 

snore Volunteer companies in each order of the houfe of burgefTes. 



county. In all their tranfactions, how- 
ever, a proper regard and refpect was 
paid to government. • 

In a fhort time afterwards, a moft 
extraordinary manoeuvre was exerted 
by the governor to render this country 
ftill more defencelefs, by removing our 
fmall flock of gunpowder from the 
publkk magazine* and ftripping of 
their locks a great number of the pub- 
lick arms. It is very remarkable, that 
this was done at a time when he ac- 
knowledged to have received ^informa- 
tion that an infurrection was appre- 
hended in a neighbouring county. 
This, together with his lordfhip's 
threats of emancipating our Haves/ 
and reducing to afhes the principal city 
in this colony, added to the many 
alarming accounts received from the 
northern colonies* could not but excite 
the jealoufies, and awaken the fears 
ofthe people. 

The country, by thefe means, be 



The two other branches of our le- 
giflature, his Majefty's council and 
the burgefTes, finding that his lordfhip 
had refilled their joint and moil earneft 
entreaties, and that he was refolved 
not to return to the duties of his fta- 
tion, adjourned themfelves to the month" 
of October next.' 

The governor ftUl continuing on 
board the man of war, if his former 
conduct, his repeated and horrible 
threats, his at leaft connivance at the 
detention of fome of our flaves on 
board the fame fhip, and a too un- 
grounded report of his having folicited 
troops to be fent amongft us, fome of 
which are now arrived, could have left 
a doubt of his hoftile intentions towards 
this country, the hurrying his moft 
amiable lady and his children acrofs 
the Atlantick, under a frivolous and 
eroundlefs pretence of their being in 
danger arn^gft a people by whom 
they were tmiverfally efteemed and 
us 



ing thrown into a ferment, and there refpe£ed, holds out to us an irrefra- 
feeing little ground of hope that the gable proof of his fixed determination 
aflbmbly would be called, it was to do this unhappy country every in- 
thought adyifable that a general con* jury in his power 



vention fhould be fpeedily held, to 
take under their confideration the ftate 
of the colony. The governor, how 



Under thefe embarraflments, feeing 
an unufual refort of fhips of war and 
other armed veflels in our harbours, 



ever, on /receipt of difpatches from knowing the threats of one of their 
England, was pleafed to ifTue his pro- commanders, in fhort, when expofed 
clamation for convening the general- to fuch accumulated dangers, what 
affembly. The defign of calling a could be expected of this country? 
convention was then laid afice, in hopes Thaf we fhould fit fupinely down, and 

J£ z fuffer 
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fuiFer the views and machinations of 
an arbitrary relentlefs miniftry to be 
carried into execution, without opposi- 
tion or controul ? The juftice due to 
this community, every motive to pub* 
lick virtue, confpire in forbidding it. 
We therefore, deputed for this impor- 
tant purpofe, have met in general con- 
vention, and taken into our moft fe- 
rious confideration the ftate of the Co- 
lony. Since our aSTembling, we have 
received authentic intelligence of the 
retnorfelefs fury with which General 
Gage and his coadjutors are endea- 
vouring to fpread iire, famine, and 
the moft horrid defolation, through- 
out a filler Colony ; of their iuSidious 
«nd cruel attempts to ftir up the bar- 
barous fkvages againft the inhabitants 
on the frontiers of the different Colo- 
nies. We have feen a declaration of 
the Continental Congrefs,which proves 
the neceflity of an immediate prepa- 
ration for our fecurity, by'putung this 
whole country into a full ftate of de- 
fence, both againft invafions and in- 
furre&ions. In the prefent untoward 
and diftreSsful Situation of our affairs, 
and the better to prefetve the peace 
anoTgood order of the community, we 
are farther driven to the very difagree- 
able neceflity of fupplying the prefent 
want, of government, by appointing 
proper guardians of the rights and li- 
berties of our country. But, left our 
views and defi^ns mould be misrepre- 
sented or mhunderftood, we again, 
and for all, publickly and Solemnly 
declare, before God and the world, 
that we do bear faith and true allegi- 
ance to his Majefty George the Third, 
our only lawful and rightful king ; 
that we will, fo long as it may be in 



our .power, defend him and his go- 
vernment, as founded on the laws and 
Well known principles of the confti- 
tion ; that we will, to the utmoft of* 
our power, preferve peace and good 
order throughout, the country, and en-* 
deavour, by every honourable means* 
to promote a restoration of that friend-* 
Ship and amity which fo long and hap- 
pily fubfifted between our fellow-fub- 
jecls in Great-Britain, and the inha-* 
bitants of America ; that as, on the 
one hand, we are determined to de- 
fend our lives and properties, and 
maintain our juft rights and privileges, 
at every, even the extremeft hazard^ 
fo on the other, it is our fixed and 
unalterable refojution to difband fuch 
forces as may be raiSed in this Colony 
whenever our dangers are removed, 
and America is refto^ed to that former 
ftate of tranquillity and happinefs, th«c 
interruption of which is ftTmuch de- 
plored by us and every friend to ei- 
ther country. 

It remains a bounden duty on us to> 
commit our cauSe to * the juftice of 
that fupreme .being who ruleth and 
ordereth all human events with uner- 
ring wifdom, moft humbly befeeching 
him to take this Colony, and the 
whole continent, under his fatherly 
and divine protection, and that he 
will be graciouSly pleafed to Soften th« 
hearts of all thofe who '. meditate evil 
againft our land, and infpire them 
the j>ureft Sentiments of juftice, mo- 
deration, and brotherly afreclion. 

Ro. p. N*chola», President, 
pro tempore* 
John Tazewell, Clerk of thf 
Convention. 



This Meeting of Delegates &*fifitd of the following Perfons* 

THE Hon. Peyton Ranaolph, Efq; for the city of Williajnlburg, 
John Walker, and Charles Lewis, Efqrs. for Albemarle* 
JohnTabb, and John Winn, Efg/s. for Amelia* . . 
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William Cabell, jurt. and Jofeph Cabell, Efqrs. fer Amherrt. 

Samuel M'Dowell^ and Thomas Lewis, John Harvie, and George Rooto* 

Efqrs. forAugufta. 
John Talbot, and Charles Lynch, Efqrs. for Bedford. 
John Bowyer, Efq; for Botetourt, 

Frederick l^Iaclin, and Henry Tazewell, Efqrs. for Brunfwick. 
John Nicholas, and Robert Boiling, Efqrs, for Buckingham* 
Robert Rutherford, and Adam Stephen, Efqrs* for Berkeley. 
James Taylor, and William Woodford, Efqrs. for Caroline. 
William Acrill, and Benjamin Harrilbn, jun. Efqrs. for Charles City* 
Paul Carrington, and Ifaac Read, Efqrs. for Charlotte. ^ 

Archibald Cary, and Benjamin Watkins, Efqrs. for Chefterfteld. 
Henry Field, jun. Efq; for Culpeper. 
William Fleming, and John Mayo, Efqrs. for Cumberland.- 
John Banilter, and John Ruffin, Efqrs. for Diawiddie. 
Jonathan Clarke, Efq; for Dunmore. 

Henry King, and WorBch Weftwootl, Efqrs* for Elizabeth City* 
Meriwether Smith, Efq; for Eflex. 

Charles Broadwater, and George Mafon, Efqss. for Fairfax. 
Thomas Marfliafl, and James Scott, Efqrs. for Fauquier. 
Ifaac Zane, Efq; and Charles M. Thrufton, clerk, for Frederick* 
William Chriflian, and Stephen Trigg, Efqrs. for Fincaille/ 
Lewi Burwel^ Efq; for Gloucefter. 

John Woodfon, and Thomas Man Randolph, Efqrs. for Goochland. 
Micajah Watkins, Efq; for Halifax. 
James Mercer, Efq; for Hampfhire. 
John Syme, and Garland Anderfon, Efqrs« for Hanover. 
Richard Adams, and Richard Randolph, Efqrs. for Henrico. 
Robert C. Nicholas, and William Norvell, Efqrs. for James City. 
John S. Wills, and Jofiah Parker, Efqrs. for Me of Wight. 
Jofeph Jones, and William Fitzhugh, Efqrs. for King George. ' 
George Brooke, and George Lyne, Efqrs. for King and Queen. 
Carter Braxton, and William Aylett, Efqrs. for King William. • 
James Selden, and Charles Carter, Efqrs. for Lancafter. 
Francis Peyton, and Jofiah Claphami Efqrs. for Loudoun. 
Thomas Johnfon, and Thomas Walker, Efqrs. far Louifa. 
David Garland, and Thomas Tabb, Efqrs. for Lunenburg. 
James Montague, Efq; for Middlefex. 
Robert Burton, and Bennett Goode, Efqrs. for Mecklenburg* 
^ Andrew Meade, and James Murdeaugh, Efqrs. for Nanfemond. 
BurwellBafTett, and Bartholomew Dandridge, Efqrs. for New-Kent. 
Thomas Newton, and James Holt, Efqrs. for Norfolk county. 
Peter Prefley Thornton, and Rodham Kenner, Efqrs. for Northumberland. 
Thomas Barbour, Efq; for Orange. 

Robert Lawfon, an4 William Bibb, Efqrs. for Prince Edward. 
Richard Bland, and Peter Poythrefs, Eiqrs. for Prince George,, 
William Robinfon, Efqrs., for Princefs Anne. 
Henry Lee, and Thomas Blackburn, Efqrs. for Prince William. 
Robert WormeJey Carter, Efq; for Richmond* 
£dwiaCJray, Efq; for Swhamptoiu 

George 
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George Stubblefield, and Maim Page, jun. Efqrs* for SjSotfylvahlax 

Charles Carter, and Thomas Ludwell Lee, Efqrs. for Stafford. 

Allen Cocke, and Nicholas Faulcon, Efqrs. for Surry. 

David Mafon, and Henry Gee, Efqrs. for Suflex. 

William Langhorne, Efq; for Warwick. 

Richard Lee, and John A. Waftiington, Efqrs. for Weftmoreknd. 

Dudley Digges, and Thomas Nelfon, Efqrs. for York. 

Champion Travis, Efq. for Jameftown. 

JofephHutchings, Efq; for Norfolk borough; 

At a Mating of the Delegates appointed by the federal Counties of the Province 
of Maryland, at the City of Annapolis , on Wednefday the 26th of July* l 77$i, 
tnd continued till the l $th day of Auguf, in the fame yean 

W E R E P R E S E N Ty 



For St. MARY's County. 
John Reeder> junior 
Richard Barnes 
Jeremiah Jordan 
John Allen Thomas 

CHARLES County. 
William- Smallwood 
Thomas Stone 
John H. Stone, 
Daniel Jenifer 
William Harrifon 
Samuel Hanfon, junior 
Robert T.Howe 
John Dent 
Philip R. Fendall 

CALVERT County* 
Alexander Somerville 
benjamin Mackall, 4th 
Edward Gantt 
Samuel Chew t 

Edward Reynolds 

PRINCE GEORGE'S County. 
Jofias Beall 
Robert Tyler 
Jofeph Sim 
Thomas Contee 
Benjamin Hall 
John Contee 
William Bowie 
John Rogers 
Thomas S. Lee 
Walter Bowie 
Stephen Weft 
David Craufurd 
Dr. Richard Brooke 



Ofbbrn Sprigg 
George Lee 
CoL Jofliua Beall 
Thomas Gantt, junior 

ANNE-ARUNDEL County* 
B1T.B. Worthington 
Samuel Chafe * 

Thomas Johnfon^, jun- 
John Hall 
William Paca 
Matthias Hammond 
Charles Carroll, Barrifter 
Charles Carroll, of Carrolltorf 
Ephraim Howard 
Thomas Dorfey 
John Dorfey 
Thomas Tillard 
Rezin Hammond 

BALTIMORE County. 
Walter Tolley, junior 
Charles Ridgely, fon of John* 
Robert Alexander 
Jeremiah T, Chafe 
Benj. Nicholfon 
William Buchanan 
" John Cradock 
Thomas Harrifon 
Darby Lux 
John Moale 

Charles Ridgely, fon of Williant 
James Gittings 

FREDERICK County. 
Henry Griffith f 
Charles Beatty 



Thomas 
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Thomas S. Woottoa 
Jacob Funk 
Richard Brooke 
Baker Johnfon v. 

Col. Samuel Beall 
John Hanfon, junior 
William Deakins 
Thomas Cramphin 
Jofeph Chapline 
ypton Sheredine 

HARFORD County, 
Richard Dallam 
Thomas Bond 
Benedict Edward Hall 
Samuel Afhmead 
Samuel Durham 
John B . Howard 
Francis Holland 
Benjamin Rumfey 
Ignatius Wheeler 
William Webb 
James Maccomas 

CtECIL County, 
John yeazey, junior 
, Jofeph Gilpin 
John D. Thompfoa 
John Cox 
Peter Lawfon 
Nathaniel Ramfey 
William Rumfey 
William Carrier 
Charles Ramfey 

KENT County, 
William Ringgold 
CoL Richard Lloyd 
Thomas Smyth 
Jofeph Earle 
f . B. Hands 
Thomas Ringgold 
Jofeph Nicholfon 

QUEEN-ANNE's County, 
Solomon Wright 
Richard T. Earle 
'furbutt WHght 
John Brown 
James Hollyday 
Thomas Wright 

iames Tilghman, of Annapolis 
>r. John Wallace 

TALBOT County. 
Matthew Tilghman 



( 
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James Lloyd Chamberlain* 

Nicholas Thomas 
CoL Edward Lloyd 
Peregrine Tilghman 
Wilham Hindman 
Richard Tilghman, jun. 
Francis Ba^er 
James Benfon 

DORCHESTER County, 
Robert Goldfborough 
CoL Henry Hooper 
James Murray 
Thomas EJnnalls 
Robert Harrifon 

CAROLINE County* 
Nathaniel Potter 
William Richardfoa 
Richard Mafon 
Jomua Clarke 
Peter Adams 
William Molleftoa 
Benfon Stain ton 
John Stevens 
William Hopper 
Henry Dickinfon 

SOMERSET County,; 
William Waters 
Jonah Polk 
George Daihiell 
John Stewart • 
John Waters 
Guftavus Scott 

WORCESTER County., 
Peter Chaille 
Samuel Handy 
Zadock Purnejl 
William Morris, 

The Hon. Matthew Tilchmajt^ 

Efq; was chofen Chairman. 
And Gabriel Duvall appointed 

Clerk. 
Refolded unanimoujly, That the follow- 
ing Affociation be ftgned by the mem- 
bers of this convention, and by 'aU 
ether the freemen of this province. 

Association of the Freemen of 
Maryland, July 26, 1775*' ' 

THE long premeditated, and now 

avowed defign of the Britilh govern- 

* nient. 
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mem\to ra^fe a revenue from the pro- 
perty of the colonifh, without dieir 
con fen t, on the gift, grant, and dif- 
pofition of the commons of Great Bri- 
tain ; the arbitrary and vindictive fta- 
tutes paffed, under colour of punifh^ 
jjng a riot , to fubdue by military force, 
and by famine theMafTachufet'sBay; 
the unlimited power aflumed by par- 
liament to alter the charter of that 
Province, and the conftitutions of all 
the Colonies, thereby deftroying the 
eflential fecurides of the lives, liber- 
ties, and properties of the colonifls ; 
the commencement of hoilijities by the 
minifterial forces, and the cruel profe- 
cution of the war againft the people 
of MafTachufett's-Bay, followed by 
Ceneral Gage's proclamation, de- 
claring almoft the whole of the in- 
habitants of the united Colonies, by 
name or defcription, rebels and trai- 
tors ; are fuftcient caufes to arm a free 
people in defence of their liberty, and 
to juftify refiftance, no longer dictated 
by prudence merely, but by neceffiry, 
and leave no alternative but bafe fub- 
miffion, or manly oppofition, to un- 
controulahle tyranny, The Congrcfs 
chofe the latter, and for the , e\prefs 
purpofe of fecuring and defending the 
united Colonies, and preferring them 
in fafety againft all attempts to carry 
the above-mentioned acts into execu- 
tion by force of arms, Refolved, That 
the faid Colonies be immediately put 
into a ftate of defence, and now fup^ 
ports, at the joint expence, an army 
tb reftrain the further violence, and: 
repel the future attacks, of a: diiap- 
pbinted and exafperated enemy. 

We, therefore, inhabitants of the. 
Province ofMaryland, firmly periuaded> 
that, it is neceflary and justifiable to re- 
pel force by force, do approve of the 
oppofition by arms to the Britifh troops 
Employed to enforce obedience to the 
late actfc and ftatutes of the Britifh par- 
liament, for raifing a revenue in Ame- 
rica, and altering and changing the 
charter artd conftrtution*>f the Maiik- 



chufett's-Bay, and for deftroying the 
eflential fecurities for the lives, liber- 
ties, and properties of the fubjects in 
the united Colonies. And we do unite, 
and affbeiate as.one band, and firmly 
and folemnly engage and pledge* our-, 
felves to each other, and to America, 
that we will, to the utmoft of our 
power, promote and fupport the pre- 
sent oppofition, carrying on, as well 
by arms, *as by the continental aflbcia-* 
tion, reftraining our commerce. 
And as in thefe times of public dan-» 

fsr,and until areconciliationwithGreat 
ritain, on conftitutional principles is 
effected (an event we moft ardently 
wifh may foon take place) the energy 
ofgovernmentmaybegreatlyimpaired, 
fo that even zeal unreftrained may be 
productive of anarchy and confufion ; 
we do, in like manner unite, afibciate, 
and folemnly engage, in maintenance 
of good order and the public peace, ca 
fupport the civil power in the due exe-* 
cuaon of the law?, fb far as may bo - 
confiitent with the prefcnt plan of op-* 
pofition, and to defend, with our un 
molt power, all perfons from every 
fpecies of outrage to themfelves or 
their property, and to prevent any pu- 
nifhment from being inflicted on any 
offenders, other than fuch as fhall be 
adjudged by the Civil magiftrate, the 
continental Congrefs, our convention, 
council of fafety, or committees of ob-> 
fervation, 

That the committees of obfervadon, 
in every county, as foon as convene 
ently may be, appointperfbns in eacl* 
parifh or hundred to offer, or carry 
the faid affociation to all freemen refi-% 
dent within their county (the houfe- 
hold of his excellency the governor exV 
cepted) and require, their fubferiptioq 
to the fame, which afTociation, when, 
fubferibed, fhall be returned by the, 
committees to the convention. And in, 
cafe any freeman within their county 
fhall not fubferibe, upon application, 
or within ten days thereafter, his name 
fhall be returned, by the (aid commit- 

tee, 
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to the next convention, to the the provincial convention held at An- 
napolis the 26th day of July, 1775, to 
continue fuck until the firft day of 
March next, and engage, that we will 
refpe&ively march to fuch places* either 



tee, 

.end, that the convention may take or- 
der therein. 

Refolved, That there be forty com- 
panies of minute men enrolled in this 



province as foon as may be ; each of in this or the neighbouring Colonies, 



which companies to confift of one cap- 
tain, two lieutenants, one enfign, four 
ferjeants, four corporals, one drum- 
mer, one lifer, and fixty- eight pri- 
vates ; and that the faid forty compa- 
nies be enrolled in the counties and 
proportions following, to wit : 
In Worcefter 1 

Somerfet ■ 1 

Dorchefter — — — 2 

Talbot — — 1 

Caroline ■ ■ 1 

Queen- Anne's ■ 2 

Xent — ± — l 

Caecil ■■ ■ 2 

St. Mary's 
Calvert 
Charles 



Prince George's 

Anne- Arundel 
Baltimore ■ 

Harford — 
Frederick - — « 



2 
1 
3 
3 

4 
5 

3 

8 



and at fuch times as we fhall be com* 
manded by the convention, or the 
council of fafety of this province, or 
by our officers in purfuance of the 
orders of the faid convention, or coun- 
cil ; and that we will refpeclively fight 
with and employ the arms wherewith 
we are entrufted, for the prefervation 
of American liberty, againft whomfo- 
ever we fhall be commanded, by fuch 
authority as aforefaid, with our whole 
power. Witnefs our hands this 
day of '775*** 

That each company as foon as en- 
rolled and viewed, and allowed by the 
committee of their county, or by fuch 
perfon or perfons as fhall be appointed 
by fuch committee for that purpofe, 
fhall elect and choofe their proper offi- 
cers, by ballot, who fhall be appointed 
and commiffioned by the delegates of 
this province fitting in convention, or 
at any time when they are not fitting 
in convention, by the council of fafety, 
in the name of the convention. 

That the faid companies in Frede- 
rick county compofe one battalion ; 



40 
And that, for the enrollment of 
every fuch company, a proper perfon 

be appointed by the committee of each thofe in Baltimore and Harford coun- 

refpeetive county, to inlift a fufficient, ties jointly another ; and thofe in St. 

number of men who fhall voluntarily Mary's, Charles> and Prince George's 

offer themfelves to make up the non- counties, jointly another ; and that to 

commiffioned officers and privates of each of the fame battalions there be 

each of the faid companies, for their one colonel, one lieutenant- colonel. 



refpettive county ; in the enrollment 
of whom, care mould be had that the 
men be ftrong and effective, and live 
as convenient as may be> for their fre- 
quent and ready affembHng and exer- 
cuing together. 

That the form of the enrollment of 
minute men be as follows, to wit : 
* c We whofe names are fubfcribed, do 



two majors, one quarter-mafter, and 
one adjutant, appointed and commif- 
fioned as aforefaid, by the convention 
or council of fafety. 

That as foon as conveniently may 
be, after the officers to the faid bat- 
talions on the weftern fhore are com- 
miffioned, eight men be drafted from 
every company of the faid battalion, 



hereby enroll ourfelves into a company to compofe one company of light in- 
of minute men for fantry to each battalion, to which 

county, agreeable to the refolutiQns of company the convention or council of 

L fafety 
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{hall, as aforefaid, appoint and com*- and provided, and the captains a-nd 
miffion one captain, two lieutenants, men of thofe companies refponfible fot 
and one cnfign, and the captain of a return of the public arms, and ac*- 



each company of light infantry may ap- 
point non-commiffioned officers thereto* 

That all the officers of the faid mi- 
nute men rarik according to their conv 
miflions and the date of priority thereof. 

That the minute men be exercifed 
two days in every week, and that for 
one of thofe days each of the non-com- 
miffioned officers and privates be al- 
lowed two millings and fixpence com* 
jnon money. 

That each of. the faid battalions in 
Frederick and Baltimore and Harford 
counties, be exercifed m battalions, 
at fuch convenient tames and places 
as fhall be appointed by the field offi- 
cers of the refpe&rve battalion, every 
of which times being accounted as one 
©f die two days of exercife. And that 
the {aid other companies of minute 



coutrements, in the fame manner as 
the men of ^the battalions are to be 
armed and provided, and rhcir colo- 
nels, and they are as aforefaid refpofl- 
fible. 

That every able-bodied effective 
freeman within this- province, between 
fixteen and fifty years of age (clergy- 
men of att denominations, pra&ifing 
phyficians, the hotffhold of his excet 
( lerifcy the governor, minute and artil- 
lery men, and fncti perfons who front 
their religious principles cannot bear 
arms in any cafe, excepted) as foon as 
may be, and at ftrrtheft before the fif- 
teenth day of September next, fhall 
enroll himieif in fome company of mi- 
litia, in the following form to wit : 
** We, whofe names are fobferibed, 
do hereby enroll ourfetves into at corn- 



men exercife with fome battalion of party of miHria, agreeable to the re- 
militia, at the times of tfieir being ex- folations of the provincial conventioit 
ercifed in battalion, in their refpe&ive hefcl at Annapolis the 26th day of Jury, 



county, and as to this purpofe, be fob- 
jeft to the commands of the field offi- 
cers of fuch battalion* 
', That, until other arms are provided, 
the minute men exercife with their own 
firelocks, but that, as foon as others 



1775, and we do promifeand engage, 
that we wrl! refpe&ively march to fuch 
places within this province, and at 
fuck times, as we fhall be commanded 
by the convention, or the council of 
fafety of this province, or by our 



can be provided by the public, each officers, in purfuance of the orders 

colonel fhall have delivered to him fire- of the faid convention, or council^ 

locks, with fteel ramrods and bayonets, and there, with our whole power, 

cartouch boxes, worms, priming wires, fight againft whomfoever we ffialT be 

arid brufhes fitted thereto, and flints, commanded by fbch authority as afore-' 



Efficient for his battalion, and he mall 
deliver to each captain in his battalion, 
fufficicnt for his company, who fhall 
deliver and diftribute the fame to his 
company ; receipts of all which deli- 



faid. Witnefs our hands this day 
Of 1775." 

That each company ofirtilitia con- 
fift of &ch officers as are recommended 
by former refohkkrtis of the convention, 
venes fhall be given, the men being and of about 6# privates, 
anfwerable* to the captains, the cap- That each company already formed, 
tains to the colonels, and the colonels if it now is, or before the fifteenth day 
to the conventions, for the return of of September next, fhall be made up 
the faid. arms and accoutrements in to fifty privates, or upwards ; and 
good order, 'wilefs prevented by una- fhall have fubferibed the faid form of 
voidable accidents. enrollment fhall confirm their elettfon 

That the companies of minute men, of officers already made, or eledl othersr 
ijot fo joined in battalion, be armed in their ftead, by ballot, as "they fhal* 

think 
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think proper j and chat officers be fo to leave the company, in which he 
chofen for all companies which fhall fhall have been enrolled, without the 
J>e hereafter formed, as recommended content of his captain in writing. 



by the faid former refblves ; after which 
confirmations and eje&ions, and before 
the firft day of October next, each cap- 
tain of militia mail tranfmit a roll of 
lis company to the committee of ob- 
servation, which fhall be appointed for 
his county, who fhall as foon as may 
J>e, tranfmit a memorandum or certi- 
ficate of the names* of the captain, lieu- 



That the committee of obfervatipn 
in each county, make diligent enquiry 
after, and tranfmit to the convention, 
or councjr of fafety, the name of every 
able-bodied effective freeman as afore- 
faid, in their refpeclive county ; if there 
fhall be any fuch, who fhall not en- 
roll himielf either as a minute or artil- 
lexy-man^ or in the militia, according 



tenants, and enfign, and of the num- to the preceding refblves, to the end, 
— ■ ~ * that the convention may take order 

therein ; again ft whom, no further 
proceedings or meafures fhall be taken, 
but by the future order of the conven- 
tion. 

That the committee of observation 
for each county, (hill divide the mili- 
tia of their county into battalions or 



bers of non-commiffioned officers and 
privates, to the council of fafety ; in 
order that coramiUiona may iiTue in the 
name of the convention to thofe offi- 
cers ; which fhall be done by the fame 
convention, or council of fafety afbre- 
faid. 

That no company fhall exceed the 



number of 74 privates, or confift of companies of light infantry, each of 

lefs than fifty ; and if a greater num- which battalions to confift of fuch eight 

ber than 74 mall be enrolled in any companies of militia, as the fame com- 

cwe company, then the enrollment of mittee fhall appoint ; and the fame 

any after the firft 68 effective privates, committee alio afigaing to each bat- 

fhall be deemed void ; and fuch fhall talion, one company of Bght infantry, 

enroll in fotne other company ; and if which light infantry fhall %c armed m 

a numt^r of men fhall be enrolled not fuch manner, as the council of fafety 



amounting to 50 privates, befides fuf- 
icient for non-commimoned officers for 
any one company, they fhall not be 
confidereij as a company : yet as the 
local drcgmiUnces of fome neighhoar 



(hall direct ; and that to each of the 
faid battalions, there be one colonel, 
one lieutenant-colonel, two majors, one 
quarter-mafter, and one adjutant, who 
mall be appointed and commiffioned 



hoods, may make it very inconvenient by the delegates of this province fitting 
for a full company of militia to meet in convention, or at any time when. 
weekly % exereife at one and the fame . they are not fitting in convention, by 
place \ in fuch cafe the officers may the council of fafety in the namfc 
appoint two places, at each of which of the convention ; which officers 
a ieveral part of weir company may fhall rank and martial the compa- 
be muftered, not oftner than three nies of their refpe&ive battalions. 
time* out of four ; fo that every fourth That every company of militia h? 
time at Ieaft # the whole be muttered exercifed one day in every week, anil 
together, that every battalion of militia be ex- 

Th*t no company be permitted to ercifed in battalion at fuch times and 
choQfe officers before a fumcknt num- places as the field officers of the bat- 



£trof men be enrolled to make up 50 

.privates, befides non-commiffioned 

officers, 

. That after omflmpnt in purfuaace 

of thefc wfolvea^ no man be permitted 



talion mail appoint, not oftner than 
once in cvtry month, nor feldomen 
than once in every two months ; the 
day of exercife in battalion being ac- 
counted as the day of exercife for that 
week^ La That 
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That the colonel of exery battalion 
of minute-men and militia, mall em- 
ploy a fkilful and able adjutant for his 
battalion, who fhall train and exercife 
the battalion, and the feveral compar 
nies thereof, according to the directions 
of the colonel, and^ fhall receive for a 
month of thirty days, fixteen dollars ; 
and that the companies of minute-men 
not formed in battalion, as to the pur- 
pofe of being trained and exercifed by 
the adjutant, be efteemed as a com- 
pany of the battalion with which they 
fhall exercife as before directed. 

That every field and commiffioned 
officer having no reafonable excufe, 
fhall appear at the time and place of 
niufter, and there do and perform his 
duty according to his office and flation : 
and for every neglect or refufal, he 
fhall be fined a fum not exceeding fif- 
teen fhillings common money, to be 
adjudgedlf a field officer, by the other 
field officers prefent, or a majority of 
them ; and if a commiffioned officer, 
below the rank of a fi e ^ officer, by the 
other commiffioned officers prefent, or 
the major part of them. 

That every non-commiflkmed offi- 
cer and private of the minute-men and 
militia appear at the time and place 
appointed for their refpe&ive appear- 
ance for muttering, with his firelock 
and other accoutrements in good order, 
and there orderly, l diligently and obe- 
diently attend to in&ruction, and per- 
form his exercife in arms, according 
to the commands and orders of his of- 
ficers, and if any minute or militia 
men fhall not appear at the time and 
place of mufter with his firelock and 
other accoutrements in good order, 
having no reafonable excufe, or fhall 
not there, after appearance behave 
himfelf decently, and in a manner 
fuitafcle to the attention and care re- 
quifitein fuch exercife, he fhall forfeit 
and pay a fum not exceeding five mil- 
lings common money for every fuch 
neglect or mifbehaviour, which fhall 
be determined by the captain, lieute- 
nants, and enngn, or any two of them, 



either on their own view, or on repro 
fentation and proof thereof, and on 
non-payment fhall be committed to 
the cuflody ofthe ferjeant of his com- 
pany till payment. 

That if complaint fhall be made of- 
grofs mi/behaviour, or breach of duty 
of any commiffioned officer, by any 
committee of observation, Or any twb 
commiffioned officers of the corps or 
company to which fuch officer,, againfl 
whom complaint fhall be made, doth 
belong, or by any one officer of fupe- 
rior or equal rank to the officer com- 
plained againfl, then the council of 
fafety may appoint a court-martial, to\ 
confift of not lefs than five, nor more 
than nine of the commiffioned officers, 
of the fame corps or county, who, or 
a majority of whom, fhall hear, try, 
determine, and give fentence on fuch 
offence, fo that the fame fentence ex- 
tend not further than to a pecuniary 
fine, not exceeding ten pounds com- 
mon money, or to a public and folemn 
acknowledgement of the fault of the 
offending officer, or to a fufpenfion or 
lofs of his military commiffion ; which 
■(entence being tranfmitted to, and ap- 
proved by the council of fafety, fhall 
be accordingly executed. ' 

That all fines on officers of inferior 
rank to a field officer, and alfo on non- 
commiffioned officers and privates fhall 
. be to the ufe of the company to which 
fuch perfon belongs, and that all fines 
on field officers be to the -ufe of 'the 
battalion to which they refpectively 
belong. 

That if any company or corps of 
minute or militia men fhall be called 
forth into actual fervice, the officers 
and men refpectively who fhall be fa 
called forth whilft they are in actual 
fervice, fhall be fubject and liable to 
the rules and regulations eflablifhedby 
the continental congrefs, for the go- 
vernment of the continental army, 
and fhall for. a month of thirty days, 
and fo pro rato, be entitled to and re- 
ceive the following pay, to wit. 

Common 
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Common Money, 
d. 



1, 
20 
16 
12 

7 
7 
9 
7 
6 



o 
10 
10 

o 
10 



2 IO 



A Colonel *— 

A Lieutenant-Colonel • 
A Major — 

A Quarter-Matter — 
An Adjutant — 

Each Captain — 

Each Lieutenant — 
Each Enfign — 

Each Serjeant — 

Each Corporal — 

Each Drummer . — - 
fcach Fifer — 

Each Private ■*— 

A Surgeon — 

Every Surgeon Affiftant 

That if a fufficient number of men 
lhall enroll to make up a company of 
artillery men,, they may chufe their 
proper officers, who fhall be commif- 
fioned as afotefaid, and fubject to the 
tame rules as the militia. 
: And whereas it is abfolutely necef- 
fary in this time of imminent danger, 
that there fhould be fome power ex- 
ifting, which may fuperintend the exe 



•2 
2 
2 
1 

>5 

7 



5 
5 
5 

17 
o 

10 



commiffion field officers, and appoint 
and regulate the rank of all military 
officers. And in the recefs of the con- 
vention call forth the minute- men into 
action in any place or places in , this 
Province, or the neighbouring colo- 
nies, and the militia into a&ion in any, 
place or places in this Province, at 
fuch time and times, in fuch propor- 
tions, and on fuch occafions as they 
may judge neceffary ; and do all fuch 
other matters and things for the fecu- 
ring and flrengthening this Province, 
and for providing for the defence there- 
of, as they fhall deem neceffary and 
expedient, and execute fuch other 
powers as may be entrufted to them by 
the convention of this Province. 

That as at fome times a neceffity for 
taking fpeedy meafures, may be fo 
preffing that a delay till the council of 
fafety could afTemble together, would 
be highly dangerous, and many thingp 
of lefs moment may well and more 
conveniently be tranfacled by a majo- 
rity of" members refiding on the ref- 
pe&ive fhores, the members refiding 



cution of the orders t and refolution of on either more refpeftively, or the 
the convention, and occafxonally, from major part of them, or of fuch of them 
time to time, promote the prudent and as fhall be in this Province, may not 
neceffary preparations for defence, and only grant commiffions for court mar- 
in cafe of neceffity, call forth a due rials when applied for, and hear, de- 
proportion, or even the whole of the termine, and punifh high and danger- 
force of the Province, in an orderly ous offences, according to the refolu- 
and regular manner, whereby the tions of this convention, but mayalfo 
ftrength of the whole will be greatly in cafe of inftant danger, or preffing 
increafed in the common defence, and neceffity call forth the minute men or 
the rights and liberties of all better fe- militia of their refpedhve fhore ; yet 
cure d. it is recommended, if time will per- 
Refolved, that fixteen perfons, eight nfit, for the whole council of fafety, 
of whom refiding on the weilern, and or nine of them, to meet and confult 



eight on the eaftern fhore, fhall be 
chofen by ballot, by this convention, 
and be filled and denominated the 
Council of Safety of Maryland. 

That any nine or more of the faid 
council of fafety convened, or the ma- 
jor part of them direct and regulate 
the operations of the minute-men and 
militia, and may as aforefaid, grant 
all military commiffions, appoint and 



together ; that thofe of either fhore do 
not feparately call forth the minute- 
men, or militia; and that if time will 
not permit fuch meeting and confu- 
tation, then, as foon, after the fepa- 
rate aft done, as may be, the whole 
council of fafety fhall be fummoned, 
and the orders and refolutions of a 
majority of any nine, or more of them, 
fhall controul and govern; it being 

the 
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Ac intention of this convention, that faid eight perfoiu, immediately before 

a joint council, when the fame can be the choice of the, new council of fafety, 

held on things of moment, fjiould have be ascertained by ballot. 

the fupreme direction. That for providing for the defence 

That any two or more of the faid of this Province, and[ for fcncouragingr 
council of fafety call a meeting of the* and promoting the manufacture of 

members on their refpective fhore, or falt-petre, ere&ing of a powder mill, 

t)f the whole. and the feveral other purpofes. directed 

That, any officer of the minute men by this convention ; Refolved, that 
or militia may be fufpended from the bills of* credit of the- denomination pf 
exercifeof his commiffionby the'coun- dollars, and parts of a dollar to the 
cil of fafety, or that branch of it, refi- amount of 266,666 dollars, and two- 
ding on the fhore whereon fuch officer third parts of a dollar, be printed and 
. refiaes ; or if the council of fafety ftruck with all convenient fpeed, under 
ihould think proper, they may, upon the care and direction of Meffrs. 



full hearing, dlfplace any field officer, 
and appoint and commiffion another in 
his Head ; and that on the death, re- 
fignation, or removal of any cpmmif- 
fioned officer, below the degree of a 
field officer, from his office, the coun- 
cil of fafety may appoint and commif- 
fion another in his ftead. 

That the council of fafety, or ei- 
ther branch thereof, for expences in- 



Thomas Hyde, and William Wilkins, 
fupervifors, in manner and form fol- 
lowing to wit. 

" This bill of mail 

entitle the bearer hereof, to receive 
gold and filver, at the rate of four 
millings and fixpence fierjing per dol- 
lar, for the faid bill, according to 4 
refolve of the provincial convention of 
Maryland, J^eld at the city of Anna*- 



curred on its refpective fhorq, may polis, on the 26th day of July, 177c*' 

That the faid bills fli^ll have fuch 



from time to time, draw orders on the 
treafurer of their refpective fhore for 
the bills of credit, to be iffued by vir- 
tue of the resolutions of the conven- 
tion, who fhall accordingly pay fuch 
orders. 

That the council of fafety may, in 
cafe they fhall think it neceffary, fum- 
mon and call the convention to meet 
before the day to which it may ftand 
adjourned. 

That the council of fafety continue 
fuch until the next convention, and no 
longer, and that they render an ac- 
count of their proceedings, and al- 
ways be fubjett to. the controul of the 
convention. 

Refolved, in order to prevent an 
abufe of power from a continuance 
thereof in the fame perfons, that at 



devifes and marks as the faid fupervi- 
fors fhall think proper, and the num- 
ber of the faid bills, as well as the de- 
nominations thereof, fhall be the fol- 
lowing and no other, to wjt, fevea 
thoufand and ninety-fix bills of fixteen, 
dollars each ; feven thoufand and 
ninety-fix bills of eight dollars each ; 
feven thoufand and ninety-fix bilk 
of four dollars each ; feven thou- 
fand and ninety-fix bills of two dol- 
lars, and two thirds of a dollar each ; 
ten thoufand &y^ hundred and twelve 
bills of one dollar and two thirds of a 
dollar each ; ten thoufand five hun- 
dred and twelve bills pf one dollar and 
one third of a dollar each ; ten thou- 
fand five hundred and twelve bills oj 
one dollar each; and ten thoufand^ 



each convention, eight members of five hundred and twelve bilj» of two 
the preceding council of fafety, four thirds of a dollar each. ' , 

refuting on the eaftern, and four oh That the fupervifors fhall ufe the 
the weitem fhore, fhall be ineligible beft of their care and diligence, that 
to the fucceeding council j and that the the laid bills ^according to their ref- 
pective. 
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pe&ive denominations afbrcfaid, and 
according to the manner and form 
ftforefaid* be forthwith printed ; .and 
that the number of any of the deno- 
minations thereof be not exceeded, or 
any clandcftine or fraudulent practices 
ofed by the printer, his apprentices, 
fervants, or others concerned in print- 
ing thereof, 

That the printer and all his appren- 
tices and fervants, which he may em- 
ploy in the {aid work, before he or 
they enter upon the fame, take before 
fome juilice of the peace, in the pre- 
sence of one or both of the fupervi- 
fors, the following oath, to wit. «' I 
A. B. dofwear, that I Will truly, faith- 
fully, and honefily perform the duty 
of printer of the bills of credit, di- 
rected to be printed by a refolve of the 
convention of Maryland ; and that I 
will not adVifedly print, or ftamp, a 
greater numt?er of blank bills of credit 



83 ) 

fon, Nathan Hammond, Richard Too- 
tell, Tames Brice, John Brice, Thomas 
Brook Hodekin, JohnDuckett, Robert 
Lloyd Nicols, Samuel Sharpe, Richard 
Tilghman. junior, James Hindman, 
Peregrine Tilghman, William Perry, 
Jeremiah Banning, and Jofeph BruiF, 
befigners of the uid bills. 

That the faid fupervifors, as foon as 
the faid bills ihall be printed, ftamped, 
ftitched, and bound, mall deliver, three- 
fourth parts thereof, in value, to the 
treafurer of the Weflern more, and 
the other fourth part<hereof, in value, 
to the treafurer of the Eaftern (hore ; 
and the faid treafurers mail deliver out 
to the ftgners, refiding on their re- 
fpe&ive more, fufficient of the faid 
bills, to be immediately numbered and 
/igned by them, not only for payment 
of the money immediately demandablc 
from them respectively ; but alfo to 
the amount of 3000 dollars over and 



tkan in that refolve mentioned ; or of beyond the fame ; and each of the fame 

any other denonunations than therein bills ihall be figned and numbered by 

exprefled, except men meets as may fome two of the faid Signers, and re* 

be fo blotted, unfair or imperfect, in turned again to the refpe&rve trea- 

the impreffing or printing thereof, that furer ; and fo from time to time, ihatt 



the fame fhaB be unfit for Ufe. So help 
toe God." 

That the printer fliall not by him- 
felf, fervants, Or any other perfcn by 
hhn employed, print, ftamp, ftitch, 
or bind die faid bills, Or any of them, 
but m prefence of one or both of the 
Cud fupervifors ; arid in every inter- 
tolffion of the work, the fupervifors 



the faid bills be delivered out, figned, 
numbered, and returned ; either of the 
faid treafurer's not keepmg by him, at 
any one time, ready numbered and 
figned, more than 3000 dollars be- 
yond the faid monies now payable. 

That receipts of every delivery of 
the faid bills before and after the nunv 
bering and figning the fame, be give* 



fliall fafely and fecorely lock up the by the treafurers and figners 

prefs and ftamps, with which thework ~" m - yf J 

(hall be performed, and the impreffions 

that fhafl be then, made in the room in 

♦rhich the printing and binding mall 

be done, and the Keys of fuch room 

fliall keep in their pofleflton ; and when 



That Thomas Harwood, junior, be 
treafurer for the Weftem, and William 
Hindman, treafurer for the Eaftern 
more, who fharl, from time to time, 
out of the faid bills of credit, pay off 
and difcharge all fuch draughts, and 



all the faid bills mall be printed and orders, as mall be made by order of 



ftamped, the ftamps fliall be delivered 
by the printer to the faJd fupervifors, 
and by them to the convention of this 
province, or in their recefs to the coun- 
cil of fafety. 
That Charles Wallace, John David- 



this convention, or the council of fafety, 
or either branch thereof, as aforefaid. 
That the treafurer of the Weftern 
more, out of the biljs of credit, pay 
to each of the fupervifors two dollar* 
and two thirds of a dollar, for each 

day's 
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clay's attendance as afarefaid j to the 
fcngraver of the faid bills, one hun- 
dred and ninety-two dollars for his 
fervices ; and to the printer, four hun- 
dred dollars for his fervices, and the pa- 
per, ink, and other fnaterials necefTary 
for the faid work. And the faid trea- 
surers fhall alfo refpectively pay to eacti 
figner of every thoufand of the faid 
bills, one dollar, and one third part of 
dollar, for his fervice. 

That each of the faid treafurers fhall 
retain, for his fervices, at the rate of 
one half per cent, on all monies by 
him paid, and delivered, and no more. 

That the faid treafurerof the Weft- 
crn fhore fhall give bond in the penalty 
of twelve thoufand pounds fterling, and 
the treafurer of the Eaftem fhore fhall 
alfo give bond, in the penalty of four 
thoufand pounds fterling ; both of 
Which bonds fhall be with fufficientfe- 
curities, to be approved of by any two 
of the obligees in the faid bonds, and 
payable to the honourable Matthew 
Tilghman, and Daniel Jenifer, of St. 
Thomas Efquires, and Charles Car- 
roll, of Carrollton, and Edward 
Lloyd, Efquires, conditioned for fuch 
treafurer's faithful difcharge of his 
truft. 

That he will keep a jufl and true ac- 
count of all bills of credit and monies 
which he fhall receive or pay ; and of 
the names of thofe, to whom the fame 
fhall be paid, or delivered, and that 
he will render a true and perfect ac- 
count of all payments by him made, 
to the convention of Maryland, or the 
council of fafety, or any other perfons 
by a convention of this Province ap- 
pointed to examine his accounts, and 
that he will be anfwerable for all bills 
of credit and monies, which he may 
receive, and pay all orders drawn by 
the convention, or council of fafety, 
or the branch thereof jefiding on his 
fhore. 

That torn and defaced 'bills fhall be 
exchanged at reafonable and conve- 
nient times. 



That the faid bills of credit fkaU btf 
redeemed and funk on or before the 
firft day of January, 1786, by taxes, 
or other legiflative provifion. 
. That this convention bind their cdn- 
flituents, and pledge the faith of this 
Province for the redemption of the faid 
bills, on or before the faid firft day of 
January 1786. 

fllefolved, that the freeholders of 
each county in this Province, and other 
freemen having a vifible eftate of forty 
pounds fterling, or qualified by law to 
vote for burgefles, do, on the fecond 
Tuefday of September next, meet to- 
gether at the court-houfes of their re£ 
pective counties, (except as herein a£- 
ter excepted) an4 do there under the 
inflection of their refpective delegates 
in this prefent; convention, or any three 
or more of them, to whom it is re- 
commended^ to attend for that pur- 
pofe, by a majority of voices of fuch 
of the faid electors as fhall be pfefent; 
elect of the moft difcreet and fenfible 
of thofe, who are qualified as aforefaid 
to vote, a committee of obfervation 
for each county refpectively, for the 
term of one year then next following, 
to confift of the following .numbers ; 
that is to fay, for St. Mary's county, 
twenty-four ; for Charles - county, 
thirty-two; for Calvert-county, fif- 
teen ; for Prince George's-county, 
thirty-three ; for Anne-Arundel coun- 
ty, thirty-four ; for Frederick-coun- 
ty; fifty-three; for Baltimore-county, 
thirty-feven ; for Harford - county, 
eighteen ; for Worcefter-county, twen- 
ty-one; for Somerfet-county, twen- 
ty-one ; for Dorchefter-county, nine- 
teen ; for Caroline-county, fourteen ; 
forTalbot-county, fixteen ; for Queen- 
Anne's-county, twenty-one ; for Kent- 
county, twenty-two ; for Czecil-coun- 
ty, fixteen. And that from and after 
fuch election, the committees of ob- 
fervation in being, at, and imme- 
diately before fuch election, in each 
county refpectively, be and are here- 
by declared to be difTolved. 

That 
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•f hat the ccmlmittees fo to be elec- 
ted, or a majority of any feven or more 
of them, met together, fhall have full 
power and authority to carry into exe- 
cution the aflbciation and refdlves of 
the Continental Congrefs, arid con- 
ventions of this Province, fo far as 
the fame relate td the commercial op-; 
pofition to the meafures of the Bririfli 
miniftry, in which the united colonies 
are engaged, and to cenfure any per- 
son or perforis, who, within their ref- 
peftive counties, fhall be by them ad- 
judged to have been guilty of any 
breach or breaches thereof, in, fuck 

Sanner and degree as hath been or 
all be directed by the faid congrefc, 
and conventions. And fhall farther 
have full power and authority, on pro- 
bable proof that any perfon has been 
guilty of any high and dangerous of- 
fence, tending to difunite the inhabi- 
tants of this Province, in their present 
oppofition, or to deftroy the liberties, 
of America, to caufe fuch perfon to be 
apprehended and forthwith fent, to- 
gether with the charge againft hinrt,^ 
the council of fafety on that fhore where 
the offence fhall be committed, who 
fhall proceed to examine into th* charge 
and if the fame Ihall be fufficiendy 
proved, pronounce fentence thereon* 
.that fuch perfon beimprifoned in fuch 
place and rnanner, and for fuch time 
as fhall be adjudged, not beyond the 
Hfingof the next convention, who, if 
they think proper, may take further 
order therein ; or that he depart this 
Province within a certain time to be 
Jimited. 

That all perfons pay obedience to, 
And aequiefce in the determination c£ 
fiich committees of obfervation, and 
council of fafety, and that no perfon 
Whatfbeverj other than the faid com- 
mittees and council, prefume to inflift 
any punifhment for any fuch breaches 
,or offences: And. on the fame day, 
or the next to which the faid 'delegates 
are empowered to adjourn, the faid 
,tle&ors alfo choofe by ballot, five ' of 



the moit difcreet and fenfible of fuck 
freemen as aibrefaid, of their county j 
to be delegates for the fame, in any 
provincial convention to be held for 
this Province, withid one year, then 
next following* with full power and 
authority to. fuch delegates, or any three 
or more of them, to appear and act * 
for fuch county, in fuch convention; 
and to confent and agree to, and bind 
fuch county to perform and execute all 
fuch matters and things as fuch con- 
vention, or a majority of the countiei 
of this Province; fhall determine to be 
rteceflary for the prefervatkm of the li- 
berties of America; 

A nd in cafe any of the faid delegate* 
ihaJl die, or refufe to aft, the faid 
committee of obfervation for the ref- 
pe&ive courity, fhall have power to 
appoint by ballot, one of the faid 
committee to be a delegate for the faid 
county, with the like power and au- 
thority, in the place of any fuch de- 
legate, who fhall die or refufe to aft i 
provided that no fuch appointment 
fhall be made; unlefs two third parts 
of fuck committee fhall be prefent. 

That each committee of obfervatioii 
A ill as foon aA conveniently may be* 
after their appointment) choofe by 
ballot five of their members, to be a 
comntittee of correfpondence for their 
county* for the faid time of one year; 
with power to any two or more of 
them, to ad as fuchj 

That as the fmal!-pox is now at 
QuecnVtown; and it will in all pro- 
bability be dangerous to the inhabi- 
tants of Queen-Anne's county, to 
afTemble there for electing the com- 
mittee of obfervation and delegates for 
that county ; the election of the com- 
mittee of obfervation, and delegates 
for the faid county, fhall be held at the 
hotufe of George Hanfon, inftead of 
the court-houfe of that county. 

That for the eafe and convenience 
of the people of Frederick county, 
there be three different places of elec- 
tion \ that the faid county be divided 
M into 
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into three diftricts, to wit, upper, thbufand pounds common money, fed 

middle, and lower ; the upper diftrict appropriated for 1 erecTShg a^id working 

to be bounded by the fouth mountain, a powder-mill on the account Of this 

and lines of the county weftward of Province ; and that thefaid two fumi 

the fouth mountain : the middle dif- of one thoufend pounds each, be under 

trict to be bonnded from the mouth of the management of the council of 

Monocacy, with Patowmack to the fafety. 

fouth-mountain, with that mountain Refolved, That the committee of 

to the temporary line, with the lines Observation in each county afpbintone, 

of the county to the head waters of dr more, perfon, or perfons, in their 

Patuxent, and with the lines of the refpe&ive county, to receive all fumi 



lower diftrict to Patowmack : tiie lo- 
* wer diftrict to be bounded with Pa- 
towmack to the mouth of Monocacv, 
then with Monocacy to Bennet's-creek, 
and with the creek to the head waters 
of Patuxent : that there be elected in 
the lower diftrict one delegate, two 
perfons to ad as a committee of cor- 



of money, which {hall be voluntarily 
given, to' be applied towards the arm- 
ing and defending this Province, or 
towards erecting manufactories of any 
kind, or for the immediate relief of 
fuch of the inhabitants of this Pro- 
vince as are, or may become neceffi^ 
tous, from the preferrt general cala-* 



refpondence, and feventeen as a com- mities ; which perfons fhall give re- 
mittee of obfervation : that in each of ceipts for the money by them refpec- 
the other diftrict s there be elected two tively received, and keep* and retunt. 
delegates and eighteen perfons to act accounts thereof to the trtfafurer of 
as a committee of obfervation^ and their refpective fhore, fpecifying anA 
that three perfons be elected in the diftingmfhing from whom the, &mt 
middle diftrict to act as a committee of fhall have been received, and if anyV 
correfpondence. That the elections what part thereof fhall have been givea 
for the upper diftrict, be held at Eli- for either of the faid purpofes, parti* 
aabeth-town, thofe for the middle <Hf- cularly : And the faid money fhall be 
trict, at Frederick-town ; and thofe paid to the faid treafurer, and may b«f 
for the lower diftrict, at Hungerfbrd's ; applied, and laid out by the council 
and that no perfon reading or voting of fafety, or that part of it refiding on 
in one, fh,all be admitted to vote in each fhore refpectively, for the pur- 
either of the other diftricts. pofes before mentioned j having re- 
Refolved, that for encouraging the gard, in the application/ to the in- 
manufacture of falupetre, a lum not tentioh of the donors, and promoting 



exceeding one thbufand pounds com- 
mon money be advanced, on proper 
fecurity, for erecting one or more falt- 
petre worksi to be repaid in good 



the fabfiftance of the neceifitous, ra-i 
ther by erecting manufactories, and 
the employments of fuch as labour 
therein, or in work of any kind, than 



merchantable faltpetre, at the rate by immediate gifts ; it being the opi- 

herein after mentioned : and that for nion of this convention that fuch cha- 

all good merchantable faltpetre, ma- rides may be rendered much more ex- 

nufactured in this Province, and de- tenfively beneficial, by having the fame 

livered to the order of the council of placed under a general direction : And 

fafety, before the firft day of October, that the council of fafety may alfo, on. 



1776, there fhall be allowed at the 
race of half a dollar per pound, ac- 
cording to the refolves of the conti- 
nental congrefs. 
That a fum, not exceeding one 



proper fecurity and terms they approve 
of, advance a fum not exceeding one 
thbufand pounds, common money, 
for erecting and carrying on one or 
more fait works in this Province* 

Refolved, 
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Jtefolved, That the committee of 
jobfervation in each county as foon as 
may be, tranfmit to the branch of the 
council of fafety for their refpe&ive 
fhore, a particular account of all arms 
and ammunition purchafed in their 
county, purfuant to the refolves of the 
convention in December laft, and of 
all fums of money fubfcribed and ac- 
tually paid in or contributed, and by 
whom, for the purchafe of tl>e faid 
arms and ammunition ; and that each 
"branch of the council of fafety order 
the treafure.r of their fhore to pay to 
fuch perfon as (hall be appointed by 
each -of the faid committees on their 
refpecYive more the amount of the mo- 
ney fo paid in, and actually expended 
in the purpofes afbrefaid, before the 
tranfmittingof fuch account, that the 
fame, as well as all other money paid 
yi, not expended as aforefaid, may be 
returned to the fubfcribers or contribu- 
tors thereof. 

jtefolved, That the honourable Mat- 
thew Tilghman, and John Beale Bord- 
ley, Efquires, and Robert Goldfbo- 
rough, JamesHoliday, Richard Lloyd. 
Edward Lloyd, Thomas Smyth, ana 
Henry Hooper, Efquires, refidents of 
the Eaftern fhore, and the honourable 
paniel Jenifer of St. Thomas, Efqj 
and Thomas Johnfon, jun.' William 
Paca, Charles Carroll/ barrifter, Tho- 
mas Stone, Samuel' Chafe, Robert 
Alexander, and Charles Carroll, of 
Carrollton, Inquires, refidents of the 
Weftern fhore, or any nine of them, 
be a council pf fafety for this province. 

That every member of tlie council 
of fafety, before he enters oh the ex- 
ecution of his office, having fubfcribed 
the Aflbciationi talfe, before fome 
iufticeof the peace, tie following oath, 
to wit : '« You A. B. do fwear, that 
any matter or thing, which fhall come 
to your knowledge, is a member ' of 
the council of fafety, and which you 
jfhall know is,- by a majority of the 
council, ordered to be kept fecret, you 
jyill not djyulge, unlefs in a ^o^yenpgn 



of delegates, or to the members of 
the council of fafety, or with the leave 
the convention, or of a majority of 
the council of fafety. So help you 
God." And that the clerk of the 
council of fafety, or of either of the 
faid branches thereof, fhall, before 
he enters on the execution of his oifice, 
before fome juftice of the peace, take 
an oath in the fame form ; except, in r 
ftead of the words, ** as a member of 
the council of fafety," inferring^ " as 
clerk of the council of fafety ;" or, 
** as clerk of the Eaftern or Weftern 
fhore branch pf the council of fafety," 
as the cafe may be. 

Refolved, That the refolutioa made^ 
by the convention of this province 
held at the city of Annapolis in De- 
cember laft, ** That no perfon ought 
to kill lamb dropt before the firft day 
of May yearly, or other fheep after 
the firft day of January then next, un- 
der four years of age" be repealed, fo 
far as it relates to the killing of lamb, 
but it is earneftly recommended, that 
the continental refolve refpecling the 
killing of fheep be moft ftrittly ob- 
ferved, 

Refolved, That in all fuits and ac- 
tions, now depending or commenced 
within this province, where there is 
no real difpute, the fuitors and attor- 
nies proceed, with all convenient fpeed, 
to fettle the fame, by judgement, re- 
ference, or other amicable way : and 
that all fuits and adtions, now depend- 
ing or commenced (where there are 
real difputes, and which cannot be 
fettled in an amicable manner, or tried 
with juftice to the parties) ought to 
ftand and remain, during thefe times 
of public calamity, in their prefent 
ftate and condition, or be continued 
until otherwife ordered by a& of aitem- 
bly, or fome future convention ; fave 
and except only that bail may furren- 
der their principals in their own dif- 
charge, and for want of other bail, 
that the principal may be committed ; 
and that Jiereafter proper proviiion 
' M* ought 
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iftnght to be made, by aft of aflembly, 
£>r re-inftating, re-eftablifhing, and 
profecuting the buiinefs of the courts, 
and for barring the act for the limita- 
tion of fuits. 

Refplyed, That in all fuits, and 
actions, now depending,or commenced, 
the depofitions pf any witnefs, or wit- 
TiefTes, taken before two juftices of any 
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fecurities,; or to give reasonable feos-a 
rity; or to liquidate and fettle then; 
accounts, and give promiflbry notes 
for, the balances ; or to refer their dif- 

!)utes, if any, to one or more indif- 
erent perfons ; or are juftly fufpected 
of intention tp leave the province, or 
to defraud their creditors ; and that 
the faid Committees may, in their dif- 



pounty court, or one of the juftices of cretion ? grant licences in the folio w- 

the provincial court of this province, ing cafes, to wit : for the bringing 

in prefenceof the adverfe party to him actions by and againft executors and 

that requires fuch depofitions to be adminiftrators, as fuch, and their fe- 

faken ; if upon due notice he thinks curities ; and for the bringing actions 

fit to be prefent, or upon notice doth againft guardians, for the recovery of 

refufe to be prefent (the notice being filial portions, or the rents and profits 

proved) ought to be received, as good of orphans eftates 



Evidence, in any of the cpurts of" this 
province, as if fuch evidence were per- 
sonally prefent upon the trial, and 
mould declare the fame <yivd voce ; 
provided fuch witnefs, or witnefles, 
cannot be had at the trial of the caufe, 
|n which fuch depofnion fhall be taken. 
Refolved, That no civil original 
writ, fuit or action, fhall' be commenced 
or renewed, in any court of law, or 
any magiftrate's warrant of a civil na- 
ture iffued, within this province, after 
publication and due notice of this re- 
folve ? unlets in the following cafes, to 
wit, aftions founded in wrong done to 
the perfon, or property ; fuch as eject- 
ment, trefpafs, trover, replevin, de- 
tinue ; alfo all real actions, actions for 
wares, and for money, or tobacco ; ac- 
tually had and received, by one per- 
fon for the ufe of another ; attach- 
ments under the late act of aflembly, 
and againft perfons non-refident \ ac- 
tion, or procefs on loan-office bonds ; 
without the licence or permiflion of the 
committee of obfervation of the county, 
where the debtors or defendants refide; 
which fhall or maybe granted in the 
inftances and manner herein after men- 
tioned and not otherwife ; that *the 
faid committee^ refpectively do, upon! 
application, give licence for bringing, 
or profpcuting, fuits in the following 
cafes, that is to fay : when debtors re- 
fufe to renew their obligations, or other 



Refolved, That no execution fhall 
i/Tae upon any judgement obtained in 
the provincial court, after April term,, 
laft ; or in the county courts, after the 
laft March adjourned courts, without 
fuch licence as aforefaid, fave only In 
the cafes above fperified, or where the 
original actions fhall be brought by li- 
cence from the committee of obferva- 
tion. 

Refolved, That the committees of 
obfervation now in being, in eacft 
county, and the committees of Fre- 
derick county, in their refpective dif r 
txictsj meet as fopn as they conveni- 
ently can, after publication, and due 
notice of thefe reiolves, and that com- 
mittees hereafter to be chofen, meet 
as fpon as they conveniently can, at 
the court-houfe, or fome other place^ 
agreed upon by themfelves, and ap-» 
point by the ballot, feven of their: 
number, to be a committee for licenc- 
ing fuits, which faid committee fhall 
meet on the fijrft and third Mondays ir| 
every month, for the purpofe of re T 
ceivitig applications, arid give noticej 
of the place where they intend tq( 
meet. 

Refolved, Th,at is earneftly recom- 
mended by this convention^ to all th^| 
inhabitants of this province, to maks 
payment without compulfibn, when, 
they -are able, or rive %imty as above 
motioned ^ 
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Mentioned ; and particularly that they 
pay the public taxes, and intereft mo- 
ney due in the loan-office ; it being 
the defign of this convention to pre- 
yent oppreflion and imprifonment of 
poor debtors, but not to give any pre r 
fence of non-payment to thpfc who 
are of fufficient ability to pay their jufl 
/debts. 

' Doubts being entertained, whether 
merchandife, or other commodities 
£aken on board craft, or in any man- 
ner water borne, before the ipth day 
pf September next, may not be con- 
sidered as exported within the ^th ar- 
ticle of the continental afTociation, al- 
though the faid merchandife, or com- 
modities, be not before that time 
taken on board the fhip, or vefTel, 
>vhich fhall export the fame, Refolved, 
That wfrere any fuch merchandife, .or 
other commodity whatfoever is, or 
&all, before the fanje ioth day of Sep T 
tember, be laden on board the fhip or 
Veflel that fhall aftually export the fame, 
jfuch loading on board fhall be deemed 
a fufficient exportation, within inten* 
tion of the fpirit and faid article, and 
pot otherwife. 

It appearing to this convention, that 
ft perfon arretted by the fherifF of Bal- 
timore county, and in his cuftody for 
debt, fyad been refcued by Tome difor- 
derly people in that county, and that 
the riot had been fupprefled, and the 
prifoner fo refcued, had been reftored 
to the cuftody of the faid ftjeriff, by 
the intervention, and activity of cap- 
tains Buchanan, and Gift, and the com T 
panies under their command. And 
fhis convention being fully impreiTed 
with the ncceffity that the civil power 
in the ordinary adminiftration of juf- 
tice fhould be fupported, it is Refolved, 
that this convention do higltfy approve 
pf the conduct of the faid captains and 
their companies, in the fuppreffton of 
the faid riot, and fupport of the civil 
authority, and that this refolve be com- 
municated to the faid captains, and 
their companies, ty.the delegates of 



of Baltimore county in this con yen, 
tion, 

Qr4ered, that out of the public arms 
in the pofTeflion of colonels jofhaa 
Beall, Richard Lloyd, Edward Lloyd, 
and Henry Hooper, a quantity of arms, 
with a proportion of lead and amuni- 
tipn, fufficient for a company, be by 
them delivered to fuch captain of mi- 
nute-men as the council of fafety fhall 
direct. 

Refolved, That the late committee 
of obfervation for Caecil county be au- 
thorifed to aft as ufual, until the fecond 
Tuefday of September next. 

Refolved, that the honourable Mat- 
thew Tilghman, Efq ; and Thomas 
Johnfon, jon. Robert Goldfborough, 
William Paca, Samuel Chafe, Tho- 
mas Stone and John Hall, Efqrs. or 
any three pr more of them, be depu- 
ties to reprefent this province in conti- 
nental congrefs, and that they, or any 
three more of f,hem have full and am- 
ple power to confent anJ agree to all 
meafures which fuch congrefs fhalf 
deem neceflary and effectual to obtain 
a redrefs of American grievances ; and 
further, we do authorife our faid de- 
puties to reprefent and aft for this pro- 
vince, in any continental congrefs, 
which may be held before the 25 th day 
of March next. 

Ordered, That the treafurer of the 
Weftern fhore pay to Thomas Johnfon, 
jun. Samuel Chafe, William Paca,* 
John Hall and Thomas Stone, Efqrs. 
or either of them, the Aim pf five hun- 
dred pounds common money, and that ; 
the treafurer of the Eaftern ihore pay 
to the honourable Matthew Tilghman, 
and Robert Goldfborough, Efqrs. or 
either of them, the fumof 200 pounds 
common money, to defray the expenew 
pf their deputation to the next contU 
nental congrefs. 

Refolved, That the treafurer of the 
Weflern fhore pay the delegates, wild 
attended the Ute congrefs, the ium of 
one hundred and twenty -fix pounds 
fceteen flyllings and fixpence, common 

jnoney 
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-out of the hills of credit to be March next, or on flich day before 

that time, as mall be appointed by the 
council of fafety. 
Ordered, That a commitee be ap- 



money, 

iiTued, being the balance of their actual 
expences ; and the Several counties 
which have not already paid in their 



proportion of money, for fupport of pointed to report the expences attend-: 
faid delegates, fliall pay the fame, as ing the fitting of this convention, and 



loon as may be, to faid treafurer, for 
the ufe of the public. 

Itefolved, That there be a conven- 
tion of delegates of this Province, at 
^Annapolis, on the third Tuefday of 



that Mr. Chafe and Mr. Goldfbor 
rough be a committee for 'that pur- 
pofe : who report the exppnees as fol r 
lows, to wit ; 



To Gabriel Duvall, for 20 days attendance as clerk, at 20s com- 
mon-money per day ■ ■ 

To Robert Reynolds, for 20 days attendance as door-keeper, at 
10s. per day — — . — 10 

To Robert Reynolds, for candles and cleaning the room — - 1 



d. 



20 p » 



o 
10 



31 10 o 
, Ordered, That the treafurer of the weftern more pay the above fums. 
Signed, by order of the convention, 

G. DUVALL, clerk. 



For the Remembrancer. 
The Counter-part , confiftivg of Extraiis 
from Cardinal Bentivogiio't Hifiory 

fftbe Wars of F lander si 
" Philip the Second, and his feven- 
teen Provinces, are the counterpart of 
what we are acting. — In comparing 
the probability of events, can any man 
fey, Great-Britain has fuch a profpect 
of victory in the conteft, as Spain 
might then have expected?" Governor 
John/ions' & fpeeeb 6th February 1 775. 
Vide Parliamentary FtegifierA ' 

The following Extracts are taken 
from Cardinal Bentivoglio's Hiftory 
of the Wars of Flanders, tranflated by 
Henry Earl of Monmouth. Folio 
1678. 

* NO alteration has been made in 
the language, although in fome places 
, rather antiquated, left any one mould 
aiTert that the fenfe of the writer was 
thereby perverted. A few words are 
pnly added by way of hecelfary con- 
nection. 

Should it J>e alledged that the ex-> 
tracts are partial or unfair, ip is de- 
fired that Jthe objector would take the 



pains to read the original work, his 
time will not be ill employed, neither 
perhaps will he then find anyjuft caufe 
to cazil at the prefent undertaking. 

Several pafTages in the abovemen-. 
tioned hiftory appears to throw fome 
light upon a fubject at this time high- 
ly interefting to every real lover of h& 
king and country ; that thofe rays of 
light here endeavoured to be drawn 
into one point, may ftrike with their 
full force* upon the minds of Englifh-* 
men, is the fincere wifh and fervent 



prayer of 



A loyal and dutiful Subje& % 



The principal grievances humbly re- 
prefented to Philip II. king of Spain, 
by the feventeen Provinces of the 
low-countries, when under the re-r 
gency of the Duchefs of Parma, 
were the following, viz, 

THE attempt made to introduce 
the inquifition '. the erecting of new 
bifhopricks, without confent of the 
Provinces — the putting foreigners into 
the cjhisf forts/ which w^re/formerly' 
garrifonecl 
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fcarrifcnejl by people of their own Pro- treaties mould no ways avail, they cal- 
vinces — the refolving on many things led God to witnefs, the king, her 
of weighty confequence, in a fecretor highnefs herfelf, and all the gentle- 
cabinet council, without acquainting men that were there prefent, that they 
"the council of ftate therewith — and the had done, what upon inch an oecafion 
Tevere edicts againft hereticks. The belonged to good and faithful fubjedts, 
king refuiing to liften to thefe com- and that the fault was not to be put 
plaints, mfifted upon the neceffity of uport their account if peradventure any 
theirrenderingobediencetothechurch, evil mould enfue. — A courtier obferv- 

ing the drefs of the petitioners, whichf 
was of an ordinary cheap fluff, faid to 
the regent, " Madam, what fear can 
you have of thefe gueux ?" a French 
all things elfe not only make Flanders word fignifying beggars*. They hear- 
enjoy her privileges, but confer greater ing this appeared in the habit, and 
immunities upon her. Upon this, a hung about them the implements of 
confederacy was formed in the Low- beggars, and triumphed in the name 
Countries, and a writing or covenant of gueux, .an unfortunate name to 
drawn up, in which they engaged Flanders, which from that time began 
themfelves each to other by oath, to lofe its quiet. The regent, how* 
never to admit the inquifitioti under ever, moderated the inquifition and 
whatfover name. The above writing the ediclsj and refolved to fend the 



that the obedience due to his crown 
might be the better eftablifhed— arid 
told them that when thefe two obe- 
diences mould be giVen, he would in 



was fuddenly difper fed abroad through- 
out the whole country, and Catholicks 
and Hereticks, the nobles and citizens, 
merchants and Plebeians, and many 



Marquis of Berghen, and LordMon- 
tigni to the court of Spain. A dif- 
tiirbance in the mean time happened 
amongflthofe called hereticks at Ant- 



others of all conditions and profefiions werp, and fome other places, where 
ftrive who fliall run faftefl to fubferibe. 
They refolve to prefent a petition to 
the Regent, her council advife her to 
receive it, and tell her, it was not fit 
to exafperate fo many of the nobility, 
by rejecting their petition, before it 
was heard, and that they came but 
to make fupplication, the mofl defira- 
ble tribute of fubmiffion, which princes 
could receive from their people. The 
petition was accordingly received ; 
they prayed therein that her highnefs 
, would fend mefTengers to advertife the 
king of their prefent diftrefled fitua- 
tion, and that in the mean time fhe 



they proceeded to fome unjuftifiable 
violences. The two lords on their ar- 
rival in Spain, were not admitted to 
the king's prefence ; and Montigni in 
a letter wrote to his brother Count 
Horn, fays, " our affairs cannot be 
worfe received, or worfe relifhed, than 
they are here J after fo many months, 
we are ftill denied audience, we are 
permitted but little to treat with the 
flate miniflers, and their anfwers are 
every day more ambiguous, as much 
as to fay every day more viiibly oppo- 
fite to our negotiations^ They term 
our covenant a confpiracy, our peti- 



would fufbend the ufe of the inquifi- tion a plot, and our popular tumults, 



tion, ancf moderate the rigour of the 
edicb ; that the neceffity wheiein re- 
ligion was concerned, might better be 
feen into by the ftates-general, and a 
-remedy found out by their uniform 



manifeft infurre&ion ; it is not then to 
be doubted, but that they witf mew 
their refentment by arms. The Fit- 
mifh themfelves do now make prepa- 
rations againft Flanders. But the true 



con fen t, that if in fine it ihould appear defign is to make ufe of foreigners. 
that thefe their humble and devout in- Granville* fuggefts that the king ei- 
ther 

P*8«7*5 *S> «4* »5» - Pages * 7j z$, 33, 34. 

• .Card, Granvilie, wbo had been fiffl minifler of ftate to the Dutchcu ot l'arma. 
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iher tome at the nead of ah army or 
fend one; that he quell the Flemish, 
ftnd upon fo fair ah occafion violate 
their privileges, and that having brid- 
led them by his forces, he kept them 
Ml in the fame pofture." The coun- 
cil of Spain not thinking it fit that the 
king mould go himfelf in perfon into 
Flanders ; it remained to fee whether 
( it were better to fend fome warlike com- 
mander thither with an army, or lay- 
ing afide all afperity, endeavour to 
icompofe the affairs by fair means. The 
king was much at variance within him- 
felf upon this point, he was naturally 
given to love quiet ; beloved by the 
Plemifh, and would rather have been 
beloved than feared by them ; know- 
ing very well how much fecurer the 
garrifon is which princes have in their 
fubje&s hearts, than thofe of cittadels 
ct cities j moreover that he might be 
very uncertain of what the event of his 
Forces would be, againft a people by 
nature fo fierce, fo rar remote from all 
the reft of his dominions, &c. &c. 
But on the contrary he faw how little 
good fair means had done as yet i nor 
were the kings council lefs at a ftand 
than the king. The council of Spain 
was then full of many eminent perfo- 
nages. Amongft the reft, the Duke 
pf Alva, and the Duke of Feria were 
In great efteem, both with the king 
and council. Feria for civil, Alva for 
military actions, Thefe two were of 
different opinions; Feria thought it 
better to reduce the Flemiih to their 
duty by fair means, and Alva by force. 
t Upon a certain day then, when the 
. king himfelf was in council to refolve 
what was to be done in this fo import- 
ant bufinefs ; the Duke of Feria Jpoke 
thus : , 

The cure of an evil (moft glorious 
prince) lies chiefly without allqueftion 
in knowing what it is* Cities and 
monarchies are born and die,. grow 
fick and are cured> as human bodies 
are; fo as if diligence be ufed in the 
private indifpofitions pf one only man, 

Page 42 » 
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how muck more heceAafy is it to M- 
ufed in the publick maladies of whole 
kingdoms ? To provide then for the 
evils wherewith Flanders is aifiidedj 
it is very necefTary firft to know their 
caufes ; and this without all doubt 
ought chiefly to be attributed to the 
terror which the Inqpiiition and the" 
Edicts have infufed into that countryJ 
The Flemiih have apprehended, and 
do apprehend now more t|ian ever, to 
<havS their confciences violated by fuch 
ways, and to undergo all other greater 
affliction and mifery; and this it i? 
which hath made them fall at laft inttf 
fo many and fo heinous outrages ; that 
under which Flanders doth at this pre- 
fent labour, is (if I may fo call it) a 
frenzy of fear, which is ib fomented 
by fuch as are ambitious and turbulent^ 
that they may have matter for innova- 
tions to their advantage; What rea^ 
fon is there then that more fuel fhould 
be added to the fire of thofe tumults,) 
when they ought rather to bequenched 
and deaded ? If the bare name of In- 
quifition (as it maybe termed) not al- 
moft any ways put in ufe, or at leait 
but as a lhadow, and which it was 
thought neceflary wholly to fupprefs^ 
hath put Flanders into fuch commo- 
tions ; what will that nation do when 
they ihall fee themfelves threatened 
with the forces of a foreign army? 
what fearj what horror will they 
thereat Conceive j the leaft they can 
apprehend, will doubtfully be the In- 
qujfition. They will believe that the 
government of Spain will be by force 
brought into Flanders ; that their pri- 
vileges will be violated, their institu- 
tions overthrown, their faults feverely 
punimed, their liberties opprefTed by 
garrifons; and finally, be buried vt 
citadels. But fuppofe an army be 
feut into Flanders, who will fecure 
their pailage ; who will fecure their 
entrance ; Peoples fear doth often- 
times degenerate into defperation ; fo 
the Flemings growing deiperate, and 
the nobility cloaking themfelves no 
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longer under covenants and petitions, 
nor the. common people falling into 
flight tumults, but the whole country 
going into a general rebellion; all 
may with one accord oppofe our forces, 
and not fuiFer them to enter ; and fay 
the Flemiih were not apt enough of 
themfelves to make this oppofition, 
will they peradventure want neigh- 
bours who will ufe all means to incite 
them thereunto ? Do not we know 
what apprehenfions the being of the 
Spanifh forces in Flanders will caufe in 
Germany, in England, and in France? 
But let it be granted that they be fuf- 
fered to enter, and that as then they 
cannot from thence receive any impe- 
diment for fo doing ; are we any whit 
the more fecure that the country may 
not alter afterwards, and be troubled ? 
Great punilhments mult certainly be 
undergone, and force mull divers ways 
be fecured by greater force. The peo- 
ple there will then begin to defpair 
more than ever ; they will call punilh- 
ment oppreffion, andfeverity tyranny; 
citadels yokes ; and garrifons chains 
and fetters ; and thus at laft they will 
break out into rebellion and arms ; 
Thus will the war be kindled, nor do 
I know whether it. will be afterwards 
as eafily ended, as it would have been 
eafy at firft not to have begun it* Na- 
ture by the ftrcmg fltuation of fea and 
rivers, will fight for them ; theythem- 
felves will fight defperatcly, in defence 
(as they will fay) of thcmfelves, wives, 
children, and liberty. The opulency 
of their own country will furniih them 
with gallant forces, and much more 
the opportunity of their neighbours ; 
on the contrary, how heavy a burthen 
©f war will your Majefty be to fuftain ? 
Succours at fo great a diftancewill 
prove very flow, and very coftly both. 
by fea and land ; pafTage muft either 
be begged or bought, and we (hall fee 
*>ur men fail before they come into 
Flanders. The event of war is al- 
ways uncertain, and fortune, which 
in other human accidents is content 

Page 4a, 



with a part, will here have the whol* 
dominion. If the fuccefs prove fa- 
vourable to your Majefty, the victory 1 
will be bought with blood, and againft 
the blood of your fubjefts. But if the 
contrary mould fall out (which God 
forbid) not only men but Hates would 
be lolt ; nor they alone, but religion, 
and fo at laft by too deplorable events, 
we fhall be taught how much fair 
means would have been better than 
bitter proceedings, for the accommo-* 
dation of the affairs of thofe Provinces. 
It is to thofe fair means that I exhort 
you, and that by all means you give 
over any thought of the other. Every 
Province, every kingdom hath its par- 
ticular nature, like unto human bo- 
dies ; and who knows this better than 
you, Sir ? to whofe fcepter worlds are 
born, and whofe monarchy embraceth. 
fo much, as the circuit thereof is only 
to be meafured by the fun. One go- 
vernment is proper for Spain, another, 
for the Indies, another tor your ftate* 
in Italy ; and fo likewife others in 
Flanders, and in the reft, of fo many 
members of which the bulk of your 
empire is composed ; only the lama 
religion ought to be in them all ; but 
in this alfo the zeal ought to be well 
regulated, fo as the too violent reme-- 
dies which may be ufed to thatpurpofe, 
do not produce divifion inftead of uni- 
ty ; and that together with the lofs of 
obedience to the church, that fail not 
likewife which is due by the people to 
their prince. What did not Don Pie- 
dro di Jolledo, Viceroy of Naples, do ? 
What did he not try to bring the in- 
quifition into that kingdom, in the 
Emperor your father's time i Naples 
rofe, and fo would the whole king- 
dom have done, fo as it was neceifary 
to remove the occafion of the tumults, 
of that city. Let the Flemiih then be 
permitted to enjoy the government of 
Flanders ; free them from all fufpicion 
either of Inquiution, foreign forces, 
or any other more dreaded violence; 
let one contrary cure another : So the 
N peoples 
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peoples fear ceaiine, the country com- 
motions will ceafe : nor is it to be 
doubted but that herefy is rather fup- 
prefTed by peace than war. It is too 
well feen in Germany and in France : 
and fince fo many have done amifs in 
Flanders, and that the faults ought not 
to be left altogether unpunifhed, let 
the punifnment of a few ferve for the 
example of all ; and let it be laid there 
where the country may be leaft exafpe- 
rated thereby. In fine, clemency be- 
comes a prince ; other people are ca- 
pable of other virtues." 

But the duke of Alva fpake thus to 
the contrary. 

€< ^To begin, moll puifTant prince 
where the duke of Feria ended, I 
ihall both truly and freely deny, that 
it is now in your Majefty's power to 
ufe clemency ; which virtue ill ufed, 
degenerates into abject fervility. And 
as in fome cafes it preferves kingdoms, 
in other fome it ruins them. How 
long will you endure to receive laws in- 
ftead of giving them ? What remains 
now> but that the Flemifh, who upon 
all occafions boaft themfelves to be as 
well free, as fubjects, having denied 
all obedience to the church, may alfo 
altogether deny it you ? fo a fecond 
Switzer's common-wealth fhall be feen 
to rife againft you in Flanders, as the 
former did againft the other Auftrians 
in Germany, or rather inftead of a 
popular tyranny, Orange andEgmont, 
and the other authors of fo many bafe 
novelties, oppreffing the liberty of thofe 
people, initead of defending it, fhall 
boldly divide thofe provinces amongft 
themfelves. The affairs of Flanders do 
at the prefent lean this way ; and fhall 
we talk of pardon ? and fhall it be in 
yonr power to make the church lofe the 
patrimony of fo many of the faithful, 
and your crown the like of fo many 
opulent countries ? Herefy triumphs 
there now with a thoufand horrid im- 
pieties ; and is not your authority op- 
pugned on all fides by covenants, pe- 
titions, and a thoufand other perfidi^ 
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ous practices ? you have erred then 
fufHciently already, in ufing only fair 
means. And to fay truth, to what 
end hath fo long patience and difTimu- 
lation ferved, unlefs to make the dif- 
orders ftill the greater, and the Author 
thereof more audacious ?" The duke of 
Alva goes on to fhew that Flanders 
mull be reduced to obedience by force, 
and concludes. " The wound is de* 
generated into a gangreen ; it require* 
fire and fword." 

The king, after fome deliberation, 
refolved to fend an army commanded 
by the duke of Alva into theLow Coun- 
tries, and to ufe force againft the Fie- 
mifh. Upon the duke of Alva's arri- 
val in Flanders, the duchefs of Parma i 
obtained leave to quit the reins of go- | 
v^rnment ; which being wholly left in j 
the duke of Alva's hand, he applied > 
himfelf with all attention to execute 
his begun rigour. He formed a new 
tribunal of juftice to fit upon tu- 
mults, and compofed it of fuch as he 
thought he might moll confide in : 
he proclaimed all thofe to be guilty of 
high treafon, who had any thing to do 
in the late actions of the covenant* 
petition, and aforementioned violences- 
He forthwith accompanied the terror 
of his threats with the feverity of pu- 
nifhment, imprifonment, and death. 
He defigned likewife, and began to 
build many citadels to curb the Flemifh 
more ftraitly. Thofe who were no 
ways concerned were affrighted to fee 
faults of others fo feverely punifhed ; 
and they groaned to fee that Flandera 
which was wont to enjoy one of the 
eafieft governments of Europe, fhould 
now have no other object to behold, 
but the terror of arms, flight, exiles, 
imprifonment, death, and confifca- 
tions. The prince of Orange, (who 
was at the head of the difcontented 
party in the Low Countries) in a fpeech 
he made about this time to the diet in 
Germany, fpoke thus of the affairs of 
Flanders. " The government of the 
ecclefiaflical and temporal affairs was 
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fcddenly altered in divers forts by ab- 
solute authority, but chiefly by new 
edi&s, and by introducing the inquifi- 
tion j— if the nobility have complained, 
their complaints have proved vain ; to 
petition is counted treachery ; to feem 
troubled, rebellion ; and the cafual 
heady giddinefs of the common peo- 



Flanders had never been wont to fuiTer 
the grievances of taxes and impofitions, 
as ufed in Spain, Italy, and other 
places : the antient cuilom was for the 
prince to defire fuch afliitance from the 
people, in his neceffities, as was thought 
needful ; and the often denying there- 
of, ihewed that the granting of it, lay 



pie, a premeditate infurre&ion of the in the people's free will ; when they 
whole country; in fine, nothing but were refolved to grant any, every pro- 
to have a pretence to ufe force againft vince impofed upon itfelf fuch a pro- 
Flanders, was expected in Spain. And portion as was fit for that purpofe. 
what more light pretence could be Thefe contributions were demanded 
taken, than to go about to fupprefs by the prince, and granted by trip 
thofe tumults which were feen to ceafe, people, but for a certain prefixt time ; 
almoft as foon as begun ? ' When fo and as oft as the one was neceflitated 
fuddenly hereupon the Flemifh are to make new defires, as oft was the 
infolently declared in Spain, to be re- other to renew again their confents. 
bels to God and to the king ; and a The deputies of the provinces ac- 
fbreign army marches to caufe Flanders quainted their feveral provinces with' 
td be treated hereafter not as a fuccef- the whole affair, who, when they 



five nation but as a conquered coun- 
try." 

Soon after, the civil war commenced ; 
and the duke of Alva by and by find- 



heard thereof, the people ftrove who 
mould moft florm ; nothing but com- 
plaints, lamenting, and execrations, 
were heard againft thofe who had 



ing himfelf in arrears to the army, and counfelled it, and againii the governors 

»t great charges with the citadels who had made it. They faid, that the 

which he had begun to build, moved miferies of Flanders did infinitely in- 

by urgent neceffity, refolved to have creafe ; was it not fufficiejit to intro- 

recourle for aid to the Flemifh them- duce foreign armies by violence, to 

felves, by laying new impofitions upon violate her liberties by garrifons and 

the country ; his defign was to raife fo ftrong holds, and to unpeople cities 

mach money as might fuffice for the by banifhments, imprifonments, and 

prefent neceffity, and to eftablifh a death, but that the people whofe con^ 

fettled treafury for the future, fo as tributions were formerly voluntary 

the grievances mould not be every day and moderate, muft now be compelled 

to be renewed, and therewithal! the to fubmu themfelves to inynenfe and 



danger of incenfing the provinces with 
odious demands, as doubtlefsly thofe 
would be, which mould be made in fo 
abhorred a bufinefs. The propofed 
impofitions were, Firft, an hundredth 



everlafting tributes 1 That the Flemiih 
did not only not defire, but did wholly 
deteft the bringing in of thofe forces, 
and thefe unaccultomed yokes ; and 
yet how faithful had the country ap- 



penny upon all goods moveable and peared when the houfe of NafTau was 
immoveable, and then upon every con- in arms ? That Flanders was aftonifhed 
traft a twentieth upon all immoveables, at the very name of tribute; that it 
and a tenth of the moveables. Upon feemed as if the' king's only end were 
propounding this matter to the ftates to take from her all fhews of liberty, 
general of the provinces ; it would be and reduce her to the miferablcit 
hard to fay how much troubled, and condition of flavery ; but the Flemiih 
fcow full of confufion the deputies of had already tolerated too much ; they 
the provinces were at hearing. of it ; ought for the future to be as forward 
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in withftanding violence, as- they had fue; andfeyshe, the mifchief will at 



been formerly in tolerating it 

There were not however wanting 
fome in the Duke's council, who en- 
couraged him to proceed ; they pro- 
pofed to begin with that which was 
likelieft to fucceed, to wit, with that 
of the hundredth-penny, that their 
more eafy entrance being made, the 



laft fall wholly upon us, and in the 
firft place upon the Icing; for in fine. 
Princes are rich according as their fab- 
je&s are fo, and look what commo- 
dity is got from them in time of peace, 
much more is reaped In time of war. 
In my opinion then, that advantage 
ought to be paft by, which brings with 



Provinces would be the eafier induced it a. greater evil, and all means ought 
afterwards to give way to the harder to be endeavoured whereby to appeafe 



impofition of the tenth and twentieth 
penny ; that fome of the Provinces 
mould be firft dealt withall herein, as 
were thought moft inclinable to the 
proportion ; that the example of one 
would conduce much to the reft ; and 
where example would not ferve, let 
authority, at laft, fupply the place. — 
But the greater part of the council 
were 7 of a contrary opinion, and the 
prefident Vighlio appeared more open 



mens minds, than to afford them new 
occafions of exafperation; otherwifel 
forefee, (and I wifh I may prove a 
falfe prophet) that the lofies, which 
we mail receive at home, will prove 
much greater than the victories, which 
we have lately obtained abroad advaiir 
tageous." 

Thefe reafons alledged'by Vighlio 
were undoubtedly of great weight; 
but they did not though divert the 



ly againft it than all the reft ; a ftate Duke of Alva from *his endeavours, 



minifter who was efteemed of incor T 
rupted loyalty to the king, and of ex- 
perienced wifdom in the affairs of 
f landers; he mewed how that- too 
great difficulties would be met with 
even in the exaction of the hundredth 
penny, alledging the example of what 
had enfued ibme ytars before upon 
the defire of the like fubfidy ; he fhew* 
ed how much the times were fince then 



who, being accuftomed to overcome 
military difficulties, thought he might 
much more eafily do the like in civil 
affairs ; fo as continuing in his former 
fervency, he ceafed not to interpofe 
fometimes prayers, fometimes power, 
and very oft threats, to arrive ac 
the end which he had propofed unto 
himfelf. He particularly endeavour- 
ed to compafs thofe means in every 



impaired, how averfe the country did Province, which might the eafier dif- 



how appear to ordinary contributions ; 
and how the minds of all men were 
agitated for what had happened ; that 
howfosver he did not think this kind 
of impofiticti infeifable, iince it would 
not be very grievous, and but for 



pofe them to allow of the afbrefaid inn 
pofnions* The Walloon Provinces 
were the moft Catholick, and of leaft 
traffick. It was fo handled as thefe 
affented prefently to the hundredth* 
penny, and by their example, though 



Once; but as for the other upon goods not without much difficulty, the reft 

moveable and immoveable, he thought were induced to do the like- The 

that impofition altogether uneffecta- Duke then caufed to be proclaimed a 

t>le, thofe oppofitions not being to be general pardon from the Pope, and 

overcome, which would afluredly be another from the king, which bore 



made by whole Flanders, as well for 
being grievances never before experi- 
enced, and laid on for an unlimited 
time, and that alfo without all perad- 
yenture, the overthrow of all traffick 
and commerce, ,would thereupon en- 

' Page 6fi. 



with them abolition for the mifdeeds 
committed in Flanders againft the ec- 
clefiaftical and regal authority ; but 
in each of them fuch high defaults were 
excepted, wherein divine and humaft 
fylajefty were moft offended, and the 

king 
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king referved unto himfelf the free .of the ioth and -20th penny) atone 

entire payment, fix millions of Crowns, 



power to make good, or abrogate 
thofe privileges, Which had ferved as 
a pretence to them in their late rifings. 
But in fine, it proved too true, that 
let a man dp well or ill, all anions are 
abhorred, which proceed from 



which he afterwards reduced to four ; 
but the Provinces were rather inclined 
to build the intended citadels at their 
own coft, and this was propounded j 
but the Duke would in no ways liften 



hateful government, and juft fo it fell thereunto, holding that it neither Hood 

out then : The Flemifh feemed little with dignity, nor fafety, to fuiFer that 

iatisficd with all that the Duke had the Flemifh in fo important a bufme& 

done ; nay many of them gave a fmif- mould chufe rather than obey, Sooa 

$er interpretation to both the indul- after began the year 157 1, which 



gences, as if there were too much 
fcope left by the fo many exceptions, 
both' to punilh paft faults, and caufe 
new ones to be committed ; And that 
claufe did in particular difpleafe very 



brought with it deplorable memorial* 
for ever to Flanders ; for then the war 
broke forth almoil every where in 
her ; and fo great a fire was afterward* 
kindled, as could never bs extinguifh- 



much, wherein the king's intention of ed but by the truce of twelve years,* 
afTuming unto himfelf a power of an- wherewith it was not quenched, but 



hulling all privileges for the late ri- 
fmgs, was fo clearly feen 1 There want- 
ed not thofe in Flanders, and elfe- 
where, who fomented thefe evil fug- 
geflions ; and becaufe the gathering 
the hundredth-penny was already be- 
gun, and that great difficulties were 
met therein, many of the ili-aiFc&ed 
Flemiih, and the king's back friends 
in the neighbouring parts, endeavour^ 
e d ftill to alienate the people more and 
more. This alienation, by reafon of 
.the aforefaid grievance, appeared par- 
ticularly in Holland and Zealand to 
be greateft, as alfo in all that mari- 
time coaft ; and as for the other of the 
tenth and twentieth penny, it was 

flainly feen that non*- of the other 
rovinces would ever be brought into 
it ; but becaufe traffick was much the 
greateft in the maritime parts, by rea- 
fon of the commodity of navigation, 
which made them be more frequent- 
ed by foreigners, infected with herefy, 
therefore a greater backwardnefs was 
feen for the prcfent in the aforefaid 
provinces, and a greater preparation 
for the like in the future ; and becaufe 
he (the Duke of Alva) found greater 
obstacles and difficulties every day a- 
rife in this matter, he endeavoured 
that the provinces fliould pay (in lieu 



fmothered, v arms being fuddenly af- 
terwards reaflumed, I and the war 
continued with more obHinacy on both 
fides. 

[For a full account of the feveral deA 
perate fieges and bloody battles to 
the conclufion of the Truce ; the 
reader is referred to that excellent 
hiftory, from which thefe extra&s 
are made ; an hiftory which welt 
deferves a diftingurihed place in tlie 
clofet of every military gentleman. J 
On the Duke of Alva s recall in 
1 573, Ludovico de Rechefcus was ap- 
pointed by the king, Governor of tnc 
Low-Countries, r lhe king, above all 
his other fubje£b of Spain pitched upon 
him, that feeing how the Flemifh did 
abhor the Duke of Alva's feverity, h» 
would have him fucceeded by one, 
more mildly given, who in his autho- 
rity might as much as might be, de- 
cline feverity, and fuch were the di- 
rections the king fent him from Spain* 
The next year the Prince of Orange 
fpeaking to his followers upon this oc- 
cafiou, fays, " That the allurement* 
of words were to be cflcemed treacher- 
ous, while the force of arms continued, 
nor could the Flemiih even confide till 
they faw their country free of foreign- 
ers, their cities free of citadels, their 

good* 



Parts €S, 69. toi. 
* Made in 1609. 



I04- 



X In 1621. 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 9* ) 

good* of paying tribute, their con- About this time, the malecontent 
fcience of oppreffion, and the laws of party began to be formed in the Low 



their country free from that violation, 
which had been occafioned in them 
fcy foreign laws, that to compafs fo 
juft an end, Holland and Zealand had 
at laft taken up arms." 



Countries, which, tho' agreeing with 
the reft in their hatred to the Spaniards 
and defence of their liberties and laws» 
yet were not inclined to fhake off their 
allegiance, nor change their religion. 



In the year 1575, by the mediation By the affiftance of this party, joined 
«f the emperor Maximilian, the king with his own great abilities, when the 
of Spain fent deputies to meet thole duke of Parma affumed the reins of 



on the part of the rebels at Breda. 
The rebels propofed that all foreign 
fctdters fhould be made to leave the 
cotmtry, and that then the general 
fates being afiembled, religion and 
tile peace of the provinces fhould be 
eftablifhed, as they fhould think befh 
But the king's commiflioners replied, 
that when peace mould be once made, 
the king would not ftick at removing 
the Spaniards and all thofe they termed 
BrzRgcn out of thofe countries. That 
to do this before, were for the king to 
lay down his arms before his time, 
contrary to his dignity, contrary to all 
leatbn of war, and contrary to all 



government, he was enabled to re- 
duce fo great a part of the bo4y of 
the provinces to the fubjection of Spain^ 
Upon the growth of this party, the 
feven northern provinces framed that 
alliance called the union- of Utrecht, 
which was the original conlHtution of 
the common-wealth of the united' pro- 
vinces. [Fide Sir William Temple** 
obfervations.] 

In fine, after a war of forty years, 
divers of the graveft and beft expe- 
rienced ftate minifters both of Spain 
and Flanders, difcourfed thus among 
themfelves : That all the good they had 
reaped by forty years war, was their- 



right of juftice : when peace mould be having made the enemy the more firm in 



isadc, he would agree that all that 
§cnrt of fokliery fhould depart the coun- 
try. As to the ftates general, fuch 
treaties were never known to be han- 
dled by them ; that this mould be to 
make the fubje&'s authority greater 
than the king's, and to make them 
the lawgivers, whereas they were with 



the union they had eftablifhed amongft 
themfelves; andwhatamafsofflrength 
and money mull it coft the king to 
maintain the war of Flanders. Where- 
upon the king at laft refolved:, that if 
he could not effect his end by arms,, 
all poflible means mould be ufed to 
come by fome convenient treaty of a-* 



moderation to receive them ; that greement with the enemy in Flanders ; 



therefore when the peace fhould be 
cfablimed, the king would fuddenly 
caE the ftates ; and in the ordering the 
afaira of Flanders, would follow what- 
&ever was convenient, and which had 
been, formerly practifed by his prede- 
cefibrs. The anfwer given by the re- 
bel deputies was, That they flood firm 
to the conditions propounded by them, 



but the enemy fwelling with profperity 
and fuccefs, refolved never to liften to 
whatfoever treaty till fuch time as the 
king and archdukes # mould firft pub- 
lickly declare, tl\at they treated with 
them as with free provinces and ftates^ 
unto the which, the king and arch- 
dukes had no claim nor pretence what- 
fcever ; wherein the archduke found 



concerning peace ; that they thought great repugnancy to himfelf, and fore- 

them altogether neceffary, and tnat faw the like in the king. He thought 

they would never accept of any other that to declare thofe now to be a tree 

accomodation : thus the treaty broke off. people, 
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j>eop!e, againft whom they had fbugjn 
as againft rebels, would be to confcfs 
that their former war had been unjuft, 
and that to feem now To willing to put 
an end to it, would be likcwife a de- 
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caufe quiet onto their people ; and that 
they had willingly deicended now to 
an overture or* treaty, and to fecond 
the fuccefs thereof would be as willing 
to do any thing that might tend to the 



daring that they were no longer able good of the weal public. But the 

to maintain it. —What honour fhould king of Spain infilling, that the uni- 

they lofe herein ! How could they ted provinces fhould forbear trading 

with credit treat of peace or truce to the Indies, and, that they fhould 

with their, own rebels, and how dan- permit liberty of confeieace to theCa- 

gerous a precedent would it be, to make tholics within their provinces, the 



liberty the reward of rebellion ? For 
fuch an example in favour of thofe 
provinces which had rebelled, would 
oe an invitation to fuch as yet kept 
their obedience to do the like ; but 
notwithftanding the archduke fent the 
commiflary general into Holland, who 
fpake thus unto the council of the ftates 
general ; ** That the archduke and 



treaty of peace fell to the ground; 
but, however, at lafl a truce for twelve 
years was concluded in 1609 : in the 
firfl article of which it was declared 
that the archdukes made truce with the 
united provinces as with free ftates and 
provinces unto which they did not 
make any pretence at all ; and they 
obliged themfelves that the king fhould 



the archduchefs had always defired to ratify the fame declaration, together 



fee the Low Countries free from civil 
wars ; that peace was the end of war ; 
which not being to be had but by the 
way of treaty, they did confent, on 
their fide, that the declaration of li- 



with all the reft, which was afterwards 
done in fuch manner as was requifite, 

[At the expiration of the truce in 
the year 1621, the war was renewed 
and continued until 1648, when a 



berty, .which they knew the united treaty of peace was concluded at M tin- 

provinces do pretend unto fhould pre- fter, in which Spain allowed the fevea 

cede ; that it became all good princes united provinces to be free ftates, and 

to endeavour all means whereby to permitted them to trade to India.] 



Prom the Carolina Gazette. 
The Provincial Congrefs of North-Carolina are to view the following articles, as 

afubjeQ which will be propofed to the Continental Congrefs, at their next feffion ; 

// therefore becomes the duty of the Provincial Delegates, now affembled, to in- 
, JiruB the gentlemen 'whom theyjhall make choice of to reprefent them tit the next 

Continental Congrefs, 'what they are Jo exprefs to be the fenfe of this Province. 

*f he former Delegates beg,' that this plan may be confedered, not as having had 

the fanftion of the Continental Congrefs , or recommended by them, or as expref- 
,Jtng the fentiments of the Delegates 'who reprefented this Province in the lafl Con* 

tinental Congrefs, but wijb they may be difpajjionaiely debated, and approved or 

condemned upon their own intrinfick merit. 

Article I. Art. IJ. That each Colony fhall 

THE faid united Colonies hereby enjoy and retain as much as it may 
feverally enter into a firm league of think fit of its own prefent laws, cuf- 
friendfhip with each other, binding on toms, rights, privileges, and pecu 



themfelves and their pofterity, for their 
common defence againft enemies, for 
the fecurity of their liberties and pro- 
perties, the fafety of their perfons and 
families, and their mutual and gene- 
ral welfare-. 



liar jurisdictions, within its own limits, 
and may amend its own conftitution, 
as fhall feem beft to its own afTembly 
or convention. 

Art. III. That for the more conve- 
nient management of general interefts, 
delegates 
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delegates mall be annually elecled in thoufand polls, and the delegates art 
feach Colony, to meet in General Con- to bring with them, to every Congrefs* 

frefs, at fuch time and place as fhall- an authenticated return of the number 
e agreed on in the next Congrefs ; of polls in their refpeftive Colonies> 
and where particular circumflances do which is to be taken for the purpofes 
not make its deviation. necefTary, it is above-mentioned. 
imderftood to be a rule, that each fuc- Art. VII. At every meeting of the 
cceding Congrefs fhall be held in a Congrefs, one half of the members 
different Colony, rill the whole num- returned, exclufive of proxies, fhall 
ber be gone through, and fo in per- be necefTary to make a quorum ; and 
petual rotation ; and that accordingly, each delegate at the Congrefs fhall 
the next Congrefs after the prelent have a vote in all cafes, and, ifnecef- 
JhaJl be held at Annapolis, in Mary- larily abfent, fliall be allowed \o ap- 
Jand. point any other delegate from the fame 

Art. IV. That the power and duty Colony to be his proxy, who may vote 
©f the Congrefs fhall extend to the de- for him. 

tcrmining on war or peace ; the enter- Art. VIU. An executive council 
ing into alliances; the reconciliation fhall be appointed by the Congrefs,, 
with Great-Britain j the fettling all out of their own body* cpnfifting of 
difputes and differences between Co- twelve per/ons, of whom, in the firft 
lony and Colony, if fuch mould arife ; appointments, one-third, viz. four, 
and the planting of *iew Colonies fhall be for one year, four for two 
where proper. The Congrefs fhall years, and four for three years, and, 
alfo make fuch general ordinances, as the terms expire, the vacancies fhalj 
thought neceflary to the general wel- be filled up by appointments for three 
fare, as particular afTemblies cannot be years, whereby one-third of the mem- 
competent to, viz. thofe that may re- bers will be changed annually, and 
late to our general commerce, or ge- each perfon who has ferved the faid 

term of three years, as a counfellor, 
fhall have a refpite of three years be* 
fore he can be elected again. This 
council, of whpm two-thirds fhi.ll bf 
a quorum, in the recefs of the Con* 

frefs, is to execute what fhall have 
een enjoined thereby, to manage the 



neral currency; to the eftabjifhment 
of ports, and the regulation of our 
common forces. The Congrefs fliall 
alio have the appointment of all offi- 
cers, civil arid military, appertaining 
to the general confederacy, fuch as 
general, treafurer, -fecretary, &c. 

Art. V. All charges of war, and all general continental bufinefs and intev 
other general expences to be incurred reft, to receive applications from fb- 



foF the common welfare, fhall be de* 
frayed out of a common treafury, 
which is to be fupplied by each Colony, 
4n proportion to its male polls between 
fixteen and fjxty years of age. The 
taxes for paying that proportion are to 
be laid and levied by the laws of each 
Colony. . 

Art. VI. The number of each de- 
legate to be elected and fent to the 
Congrefs by each Colony, fhall be re- 

fulated from time to time by the num- 
ers of fuch poll returned, fo as that 
one delegate be allowed for every five 



reign countries, to prepare matters for 
the confideration of the Congrefs,' to 
fill up (pro temp.) continental affair* 
that fall vacant, and to draw on the 
general treafurer for fuch monies' as 
may be neceflary for general fervices, 
and appropriated by the Congrefs t9 
fuch fervices. 

Art. IX. No Colony fhall engage 
in an oftenfive war with any nation of 
Indians, without the conient of the 
Congrefs, or great council above-men- 
tioned, who are firlt to coufider th* 
juflice and necefTity of fuch war. 

Art* 
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Art. X. A perpetual alliance, of- empower their delegates to agree, and 

Fenfive and defenfive, is to be entered ratify the ftme in the cnfuing £on- 

mto as foon as may be, with the fix grefs ; afteiOfcJcji;. cne unien&ereby 

nations, their limits afcertained and ellablifhe3,*"« *ttr continue "fiVm, till 

to be fecured to them, their lands not the terrris p/ j-ecQrtdikiidrt; p/bioM 

to be encroached on, nor any private in the\peritroa.oCthVl«fe:teo?igi-rfs & 

or Colony purchafes made of them the .king, are agreed to; till the a&s 

hereafter to be held good, or any con- fince made, reflraining the American 

tract for lands to be made, but be- commerce and filheries, are repealed; 

tween the great council of the Indians till reparation is made for the injury 

at Onandoga, and the General Con- done to Bofton, by {hutting up 'its 

grefs ; the boundaries and lands of all ports, for burning of Charles-Town 

the other Indians fhall alfo be afcer- and for the expences of this unjuilwar' 

tained and fecured to them in the fame and till all the Britifh troops are with* 



manner, and perfons appointed, to re- 
fide among them, in proper diftricls, 
who mail take care to prevent injuftice 
in the trade with them, and be ena- 
bled, at our general expence, by oc- 
cafional fmall fupplies, to relieve their 
perfonal wants and diilrefles, and all 
purchafes from them fhall.be by the 



drawn from America, On the arrival 
of thefe events, the Colonies are to re- 
turn to their former connection and 
friendship with Great-Britain, but, 
on failure thereof, this confederation 
to be perpetual. 

Whereas it hath pleafed God to 
blefs thefe countries with a mofl plen- 



Congrefs, for the genend advantage tiful harveft, whereby much corn, and 

other provifions, can be fpared to fo- 
reign nations, who may want the fame* 
^ Refolved, That after the expira- 
tion of fix months from the 20th of 
July inflant, being the day appointed 
by a late acl of parliament of Great- 
Britain, for retraining the trade of 
the confederate Colonies, all the cuf- 
tom-houfe^ therein, (if the faid acl be 
not firil repealed,) fhall be fhut up, 
and all the officers of the fame dis- 
charged from the execution of their 



and benefit of the united Colonies 

Art. XI. As all new institutions 
may have imperfections, which only 
time and experience can difcover, it is 
agreed that the General Congrefs, from 
time to time, fhall propofe fuch amend- 
ments of this confutation as may be 
found neceffary ; which being approv- 
ed by a majority of the Colony affem- 
blies, fhall be equally binding with 
the reft of the articles of this confede- 
ration. 



Art. XII. Any and every Colony fevcral functions ; and all the ports of 



from Great-Britain, upon the Conti- 
nent of North America, not at pre- 
sent engaged in our Aflbciation, may, 
upon application, and joining the faid 
AfTociation, be received into the Con- 
federation, viz. Quebec,* St. John's, 
Nova-Scotia, Bermuda, and tlie Eaft 
and Wefl-Floridas, and fhall there- 
upon be entitled to all the advantages 
of our union, mutual aifrftance, and 
. commerce. 

Thefe articles fhall be propofed to 
the feveral Provincial Conventions, or 
aflemblies, to be by them confidered, 
and, if approved, they are advifcd to 



the faid Colonies are hereby declared 
to be theuceforth open to the fhips of 
every ftate in Europe that will admit 
our commerce, and protect, it, who 
may bring in and expofe to fale, free 
of all duties, their refpeclive produce 
and manufactures, and every kind of 
merchandize excepting teas, and the 
merchandize of Great-Britain, Ire- 
land, and the Britifh Weft-India .if- 
lands. 

Refolved, That we will, to the ut- 

moit of our power, maintain and fup- 

port his freedom of commerce for two 

years certain after its commencement-, 

O any 
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any reconciliation between us and 
Great-Britain notwith ft anting, and 
as mucjiiofeger beyon Jl tlrat-terra as the 
late a&s "of parfiamentrToV "retraining 
tltf.ajmntertC an^fifterics,/ancf Uifal- 
lo\^k4 : tlie.*riwfi *ank: d&rceVsr/jF the 
Colonies fhall continue unrepealed. 

The above, confederacy was laid 
before the Provincial Congrefs held at 
Hillfborough, the 21ft of Auguft laift, 
when, after mature confederation of 
the fame, the Congrefs, in Committee, 
came to the following Refolution there- 
on : 

That the Committee have taken 
into confederation the plan of general 
confederation between the united Co- 
lonies, and are of opinion that the 
fame is not at prefent eligible ; and it 
is alfb the opinion of the Committee, 
that the delegates of this Province 
ought to be inflrutted not to confent 
to any plan of confederation which 
may be offered in an enfumg Con- 
grefs, until the fame fhall be laid be- 
fore, and approved by the Provincial 
Congrefs. That the prefent AfTo- 
ciation ought to be further relied on 
for bringing about a reconciliation 
with the parent ftate, and a further 
confederacy ought only to be adopted 
in cafe of the laft neceffity. 
_ Dec, 13. This fcy Stephen Sayre, 
Efq ; appeared at the Old Bailey, and 
his counfel Mr. A. Lee moved the 
court to difcharge the recognizance en- 
tered into before Lord Mansfield on 
the 28th of October lait, when Mr. 
Baron Burland, who with the Lord 
Mayor prefided at the court, difcharged 
the recognizance. 

An authentic copy of the minutes of a 
'very rrfpetiable wd numerous meeting 
of Weit-India Planters and Mer- 
chants, held at the London tavern on 
Wednesday, Dec, 6, and of the Pe- 
tition to the Houfe of Commons, 
*whicb <was produced at the meeting. 

AT a ^general meeting of the plan- 
ters of his majefty's fugar colonies, re* 



fiding in Great Britain, and of Ac 
merchants of London trading to the 
faid colonies, at the London tavern, 
December 6, 1775. [ 

BrestonLong, Efq; in the chair. 

Refolved, That a committee be ap- 
pointed to attend to the general intereft 
oftheWeft India planters and merchants 
at this alarming crifis, and to report 
their proceedings to fuch general meet- 
ings as may be called fromtime to time. 

Refolved, That the committee con-' 
fift of forty-three, and that the follow- 
ing gentlemen be named of the com* 
mittee. Beefton Long, Richard Oli- 
ver, James Phipps, Samuel Turner, 
George Drake, Charles Spooner, J. 
L. Aikenhead, Stephen Fuller, John 
'Kennion, John Bourke, Thomas Oli- 
ver, John Pennant, Bryan Edwards, 
John Ellis, Jofhua Steele, Richard At- 
kinfon, Edward Morant, John Brath- 
waite, Alexander Campbell, Sir James 
Cockburn, Bart. John Hankey, Sa* 
muelEftwick, Godfchall Johnfon,Rofe 
Fuller, Sir Phillip Gibbs, Bart. John 
Jackfon, Michael M'Namara, Wil- 
liam Holder, William Bond, Thomas 
WaHcer, Henry Dawkins, Hon. Tho. 
Walpole, Richard Neave, George Wal- 
ker, Thomas Boddingtonj Tho. Lucas. 
Arnold Nefbit, James Gordon, Tho. 
mas Storer, Wallel Brifcoe, Philip 
Dehany, Chaloner Archdekne, Johit 
Trevanion, Efqrs. 

Refolved, That feven be a quorum 
to do bufinefs. 

Refolved, That the faid committee 
"be inftrutted to give particular atten- 
tion to the bill now depending in the 
Houfe of Commons, interdicting all 
foreign trade with the affociated Colo- 
nies, thereby confirming that agree- 
ment; of whofe ruinous effects a ge- 
neral meeting exprefTed their appre- 
henfions to both Houfes of Parliament 
the laft feffion, and alfo to certain re- 
folutions of the Houfe of Commons, 
intending important variations in the 
feveral acls of Parliament, which gave 
the produce of .the Briufh'.plantatioris 

in. 
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in the Weft Indies a preference over the nitude and importance to Great Bri- 



produce of the foreign 

A petition to the lioufe of Com- 
mons being produced by Mr. Eaft- 
wick ; it is 

.Refolved, That the fame be imme- 



tain, their iituation as depending upon 
their fifter Colonies in North- America, 
for the maintenance of property and 
fupport of life, our fears and appre- 
henfions of dangers and diftrefs, ariiing 



diately referred to the confideration of out of the unhappy difputes fubfifting 

the faid committee, who accordingly between Great Britain and America j 

withdrew, and after fometime reported we firmly trufted, if conciliation did 

the fame with amendments. not render it unneceflary, that thefe 

Refolved, That the faid petition is fubftantial motives would have made 

proper to be prefented to the Houfe of us the objects of your confideration 

Commons, and that the fame be en- and attention, 



froffed, and left for^figning at the 
.ondpn tavern till to-morrow, at two 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

Refolved, That Mr. Alderman Oli- 
ver be defired to prefent the faid peti- 
tion, and that the feveral members 
interefted in the Weft-India iflands, 
and the reprefentatives of London, 
Briftol, Liverpool, and the great com- 
mercial towns, be requeued to attend 
and fupport the fame, 



That, in this Hate of things, ar 
firft pofitively bad, now comnarativery 
worfe, and foon, too foon, may be 
firperlatively bad ; again do we your 
petitioners find ourfelves obliged to re- 
turn, to lay our grievances before you, 
and to implore that rehef which Juf- 
tice pleads for, under innocent and 
unmerited fufferings, 

That fixed between two contending 
powers, to be abandoned by both, 



Refolved, That the thanks of this though tied to each by the clofeft bands 
meeting be given to Mr. Eaftwick for of intereft, of fnendmip, of blood ; 



the above petition 

James Ali^kn, Secretary, 

The committee having agreed to 
confine their prefent petition merely 
to the fubjeft of the bill depending in 
parliament, referving themfelves for 
further application on other matters, 
fo much only of the following petition 
was prsfented to the Houfe of Com- 
mons as related to the bill. 



and to be left to beggary* nay to fa r 
mine, without a helping hand from 
either : what fcene of piteous horror 
more can imagination form ! And yet 
this frightful picture is our own. 

That, thruft out from our natural 
channel, and Hopped from that courie 
of trade waich immemorial ufage had 
rendered habitual, and till now unin- 
terrupted, it is not in us, but in your 
fay what fubftitute muft 



wifdom, to 
To the Honourable the Commons of now take place, what manner of help 
Great Britain, in Parliament ajftmblcd* may be had. 

That fuggeftion of bounties on cer- 



The humble petition of the Planters 
of his Majefty's Sugar "Colonies re- 
ading in Great Britain, and of the 
Merchants of London trading to the 
faid Colonies. 

SHEWETH, That your petitioners 
having upon a former occafion ftated 
and laid before this Honourable Houfe, 



tain enumerated goods to be procured 
from Canada, Nova-Scotia, and the 
Floridas, have been made as one pro^ 
bable mode of affiftance ; but, added 
to the vain hope of receiving any fup- 
plies from thefe Colonies, alas ! forry 
are we to think that our wants and ne- 
, ceflities will afford bounties of a fuffU 

with all the accuracy, precifion, and cient encouragement to them, and e-, 

truth that were in us, the worth and nough to fiH even the unfparing hand, 

value of his Majefty's Sugar Colonies of extortion itfclf. 

in the Weft-Indies, their national mag- O % t T na $ 
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That another idea ha$ been enter- 
tained of obtaining a. market' for the 
difpofal of our rum ; an idea, though 
very inadequate to our purpofes, yet 
as it promifes fome advantage, and is 
the only anchor of hope that remains 
with us, we wifh to cherifh, and to 
look towards you for its effedts. 

That the means that have been 
pointed out for effectuating this mea- 
sure, are in two ways ; either to Hop 
the diftillation.of maltfpirits here, and 
thus admit our rum to confumption in 
their room, with the general import 
upon it, or by taking off the general 
import, to enable us to fell it at fo 
low a price, as by increafing thereby 
the confumption, the increafed quan- 
tity imported might, in like propor- 
tion, find its vent. 

That amidft the flattering expecta- 
tion, that application might meet a 
forward difpofition in you to relieve, 
our hopes axe at once blafted, and cut 
off by the bringing in of a bill " to 
prohibit all trade and intercourfe with 
the Colonies of New Hampfhire, 
MaiTachufet's Bay, &c." by .which 
we feel ourfelves confidered as objects 
of intended punifhment, rather than as 
faithful fubjects in need of protection. 

That when the American Congrefs 
adopted their non-importation and 
non-exportation refolve, the fears na- 
turally arifing to us from thence, were 
fomewhat abated by a reliance on our 
parts of a relaxation of their's, at 
leaft with regard to us ; but left, hap- 
pily for us, this event might fucceed, 
.the prefent bill not only deprives us of 
the probability, but e.ftablifhes the 
impofiibility likewiie. 

That as to the principle and gene- 
ral policy of the bill, thefe we leave 
to thofe whom they may concern ; 
we confine ourfelves merely to fo much 
.thereof as is afflicting to us. 
. Your petitioners, therefore, moil 
.humbly pray, that upon this ground 
.we may be allowed to be heard at 
your bar, by our agents and counfel, 



affainil the faid bill, relying on your 
wifdom, goodnefs, juftice, and mer- 
cy, not only for fpecial relief in this 
inftance, but for iuch other afliftance 
as we have afked, and you can far- 
ther give. 

And your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray, &c, 

New-York, Qft. 9. We are allured 
from undoubted authority, that lord 
W. Campbell, governor of South- 
Carolina, has fled with the utmoft 
precipitation on board the man of war 
in the harbour : the Committee of 
Charles-Town have very fortunately 
difcovered that his Excellency had 
employed one Cameron, an Indian 
Commiffary in the interior parts of 
that Province, to engage the Indians 
in the minifterial fervice, who had 
actually inlilled 600 of them, and fur- 
nifhed them with every necellary in 
order to butcher the back inhabitants. 
This plan was difcovered by a gentle- 
man, who feized the exprefs on his 
way from faid Cameron to the gover- 
nor, whom he knew to be difatfceted to 
the American caufe, and conveyed the 
difpatches to theProvincial committee. 
The above gentleman difguifed himfelf 
in a drover's habit, and attended the 
exprefs to the governor's houfe, and 
heard the converfation between them, / 
and then difcovered the whole plot to 
the committee. 

We hear that the men of war at 
the eaft-end of Long-Ifland have taken 
four large veflels, from the Weft-In- 
dies bound to New-England, laden 
witn Weft-India produce, and fenl 
thenv to Bofton ; three of them be- 
longing to Jerathmael Bower, of the 
Maffachufets Bay, in which Mr. 
Bower has loll upwards of io,oool. 
lawful money. 

By Capt. Little, in eleven days 
from Charles-Town, South-Carolina, 
we are informed, that on the 15 th of 
September, the commander of his 
Majefty's (hip Tamer, and another 
armed veiTeJ, preffed two of captain 

Little's 
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- little's men, and two paflcn^ers, ment, as,;we are informed that w© 

likewife hands put of all the veffels march, or rather fail, from hence on 

they could come at, on purpofe to .Sunday morning for Crown-Point, and 

affiil them in taking the cannon from are to proceed directly for St. John's, 

Fort Johnflon, but could not effect where, I am told, are five cr fix hun- 



their defign ; the Tamer's barge with 
a number of armed men went on 
fhore, fpiked lip fome of the cannon, 
and threw the carriages over the walls ; 
next morning before day about 500 
of the Militia, took poffeifion of the 
fort, and in a few hours had fcveraJ 
of the guns mounted again ; the fort 



drcd regulars with Guy Johnfon, who 
prevailed upon a large body of Indians, 
of different tribes, to aflill him in the 
infernal fcheme of enflaving their 
American bretliren ; but Providence, 
in his great mercy, pointed out the 
path that thefe deluded people were to 
tread ; their fentiments became en- 



Is in good repair ; .the Tamer and the larged, they defpifed the artifices of 



armed veffel very prudently withdrew 
from the reach of the cannon, and 
fell further down the harbour, where 
they lie. The governor is on board 
the Tamer, 



venal wretches, and nobly refufei 
taking up the hatchet againlt their 
countrymen and friends - r and I am 
affured that Johnfon could induce but 
a very few to remain with him. The 



fxtracl of a letter from an officer in the Canadians, in general, are our friends, 

Continental army at Ticonderoga, to that is to fay, the pea fan ts ; but what t 

bis friend in* New-York , dated Ah- they call or term in Canada the no- 

guft 2 5 . bleffe , are for defpotic meafores, 

'" WE arrived here laft Monday which prevents many from appearing 

evening, making a march that day of more open than they do tor us* Mr, 

near 50 miles. We marched from Walker and Mr. Price, two gentle- 



Fort Edward through the woods to 
Skenefborough, there not being a fuf- 
ficient number of battoes to carry us 
over lake George ; we there took 
leave of our baggage and tents (at 



men of reputation and worth, I am 
told, for expreffing their fentiment* 
relative to the freedom of America, 
are clofely confined in Montreal jail. 
We have general Montgomery 



Fort Edward) and officers and men here, who commands, general Schuy- 

.reccived three days provisions, which ler being at Albany upon a conference 

we put in our haverfacks, and with with* fome Indians. We exped him, 

our blankets mouldered, as we did our up to-morrow, whe^n, I fuppofe, we 

arms, which made a pretty good load fhall have our orders for our future 

for young foldiers, though it was not march. This is certain, we expeft 

coniidered as burthenfome by Ameri- warm work at St. John's, however, I 

cans, engaged in fo glorious a caufe, pray and hope, that in the hour of 

as we are turning out for the freedom trial, that every man will a£t as a 

of the country which gave them exiff- North- American ; confident then am 

ence, and chearfully advanced for this I, that fucceis will attend us." 
place. There are a great number of 



workmen here making battoes, and 
there are twp' large open veffels finish- 
ed, that will carry, I fuppofe, about 
150 men each ; with the New-Eng- 
land troops and ours, we have about 



Philadelphia, Sept, 20- 
Intelligence received by the Congrefs from 
General Schuyler, Sept. 18, 1775* 
" General Montgomery, from in- 
formation received on the 25th of Au- 



tzoo men; and I am told, that at guft, being appreheniive that the ene- 
Crown-Point there are about 500. my's armed veffels might get into the 
We expect large parties up every mo- J-ake, unlefs an immediate movement 



Digitized by 



> y Google 



( io6 ) 



-wa** made to the We aux Noix, re- 
fclved to proceed with what force he 
could carry, of which he advifed ge- 
neral Schuyler, who was at Albany 
attending the Indian treaty. Gene- 
ral Schuyler, upon receipt of this, im~ 
mediately left Albany, and on the 
30th arrived, very much indifpofed, 
at Ticonderoga, which place he left 
the 31ft, after having given the pro- 
per orders for bringing up the artillery, 
&c. &c. On the 4th of September, 
general Schuyler joined general Mont- 
gomery at Ifle la Motte, On that 
cay both moved on, and arrived at 
llle aux Noix. On the 5 th, general 
Schuyler drew up a declaration, which 
he fent among the Canadians. And 
as it was judged going to St, John's, 
weak as he was, his numbers not ex- 
ceeding 1000, might have a good 
effect on the Canadians, and encou- 
rage them to job, he resolved upon 
the meafure, and accordingly early on 
the 6th embarked, and without any 
©bftruction proceeded towards St. 
John's. When he arrived in fight of 
the enemy's works, and at the dis- 
tance of about two miles, the enemy 
began to fire from their fortrefs, but 
without doing any damage; he ap- 
proached half a mile nearer, and then 
landed, without oppofition, in a clofe 
deep fwamp. After being formed, 
his army marched in the beft order 
they could, in grounds marfhy and 
covered with woods, in order to ap- 
proach and reconnoitre the fortrefles. 
Major Hobby and capt. Mead, of the 
Connecticut forces, being on the left, 
and a little advanced, were attacked, 
in croffing a creek, by a party of In- 
dians, from whom they received a 
heavy fire, but our troops gallantly 
prefling on them, they foon gave way, 
and left us the ground. In this ren- 
counter we loft a ferjeant, a corporal, 
and three privates killed, one miffing, 
and eight wounded, three of whom 
are fince dead. Befides thefe, major 
Hobby was fhot through the thigh, 



but not dangeroufly, and capt. Mead 
received a flight wound through the 
ihoulder, as aid lieutenant Brown m 
the hand. The furvivihg wounded 
are in a fair way of recovery. 

Night now coming on, our gene- 
rals drew their men together, and call 
up a fmall entrenchment to defend 
themfelves, in cafe of an attack in the 
night. 

In the evening general Schuyler re- 
ceived certain intelligence, that the 
enemy's fortifications were compIete I 
and plentifully furnifhed with cannon j 
that one of their vefiels was launched, 
and would be ready to fail in three or 
four days, and is to carry 16 guns. 

He alfo- learned, that in the after- 
noon's engagement five Indians were 
killed, and four badry wounded, be- 
lides feveral others, the condition of 
whofe wounds was not known ; that 
capt. Tyce, of Johnftown, was wound- 
ed in the belly. 

On the 7 th in the morning, (Jiav- 
ing been undifturbed through the 
night, excepting by a few fhells, 
which did no other damage than 
flightly wounding lieutenant Mills) 
it was thought moft advifeable to re- 
turn to the Ifle aux Noix, throw a 
boom acrofs the channel, ere# the 
proper works for its defence, and ta 
prevent the ■ enemy's veflels from en- 
tering the lake. 

Upon this general Schuyler ordered 
the troops to embark; and he returned 
to the Ifle aux Noix without any mo- 
leftation, where, when the exprefs 
came away, he was erecting proper 
works to fecure the entrance into the 
lake, and to be in readinefs, on the 
arrival of farther reinforcements, 
which were expected, to take the ad- 
vantage of any events that happenw 
Canada. 

Published by order of the Congreft, 

Charles T H ° Mfi0H > Secretary." 

Extra8 
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Ex&dd of a httir dated the 3 \ft ofAu- who died in about four hoars. Seven 
g u ft> ^ l 775> f rom a gentleman at others were wounded, among whom 
TUconderoga, to his friend in New- are two officers, Major Hobby and 

Capta ; .n Mead. We drove the enemy 
off, but thought it prudent to return 
to the Ifle an Noix, until our artillery 
could come up. —We are determined 
to attack them fhortly, and a bloody 



York j (aftudtnt of the law. J 
COL, Waterbury and Ritzema, 
tinder the command of General Mont- 
gomery, embarked on Monday night, 
with twelve hundred men for the Ifle 



auNoix, near St. John's, to ftop our engagement muft enfue, as they are 

enemies ftrong veflels, by pickets and very ftrongly fortified, and a number 

booms, till the army and artillery are of Johnfon's Indians are among them: 

ready. Your countrymen with united We have a few with us. 



voices, cry aloud ibr your utmoft ex- 
ertion in this time of need, inter arma 
filent leges— pray to arms, to arms, 
jmy friend! — give your country tefti- 
monyof your attachment to thecaufe, 
in which we are engaged, fupinenefs 
and lukewarmnefs, breathe deftruftion 
to a free people.— Our all is at ftake, 
I had rather never again return from 
the field, than live and die a Have. 



Another letter from the fame place, 
fays, " On Sunday the 9th of Septem- 
we again fet out, and about ten in 
the evening arrived at the place where 
we tarried the night when we were up 
before ; and then fetting out to march 
to Chambli, juft as we came to the 
breaft-work that we had before throwa 
up, we received a very heavy fire from 
two bartteaus that were on the lake, 



I am on the eve of embarkation with with fwivel and grape fhot, and at the 



the remainder of the army, and nine 
or ten pieces of artillery ; four twelve 
.pounders are gone. 
Jfie au Noix, (twelve miles from St. 
John**, September 8. 
We embarked on Monday the 28th 
of Auguft, and proceeded from Ticon» 



fame time from the favages on the 
more. Our armed boats perceiving 
the fire on the lake, fired three twelve 
pounders, one of which took the ene- 
my's principal batteau dire&ly in the 
bow, and tore her from ftem to'ftern 3 
She immediately funk with all the; 
deroga to Crown-Point; — there we men in her, amounting to 35. We 
.encamped until Wednefday; — from then proceeded on t6 the breaft-work, 

where we killed their chief interpre- 
ter and one Indian. We received no 
hurt at all. In the morning we faw 
their armed fchooner of 180 tons, cai<- 



thence down the lake to a place called 
Willborough, where we tarried that 
night : In the morning proceeded on 
our paflage to a place near that, call- 
ed the Four Brothers j— from thence to rying twelve nine pounders, coming 



the Ifle au Motte, where we remain- 
ed until the fecond diviAon came up. 
From the Ifle.au Motte we proceeded 
to the Ifle au Noix $ having ftaid there 
one day went to St. John's, and were 
faluted with bombs and cannon from 
the fortifications. -We immediately 
landed to intrench ourfelves within 
. about a mile and an half of the fort ; 
but no fooner had we landed, than we 
were attacked by a body of Indians 
and regulars who lay in ambufh for 
us : — We loft four fbldiers on the fpot : 
three more were mortally wounded, 



towards us ; we then thought it exper 
dient to retnrn to the ifland, until we 
could have more artillery with us, whick 
we now have got, with a great num- 
ber of bomb fhells, mortars, &c. We 
are now immediately to embark a third 
time, and are determined to take the 
Schooner and the fort at all events. 

" The Canadians have feized two 
batteaus thatwere going to St. John's, 
to fupply the enemy with provisions.''* 

New-Tort, 08. 19. The men Of 
war on this ftation, on the 20th of 
Oftober, feized three veflels laden 

with 
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widi fek from Lkbori, and one from pering with the Indians, arid ended* 

the Weft-Indies bound for that city. vouring to raife the people in the back 

Extrafi of a letter from Quebec, dated country j and becaufe the next troops 

Oelobcr 25, 1775. from Europe are reported to be fent 

i A good many of the rebels have there ; which the Carolinians heard of 



dcferted and enlifted in Colonel 
M'Lean's Highlanders, and about 150 
of them have deferted to major Prelton 
in Fort St. John's. That Fort begins 
to be fhort of provifions, and is block- 
ed up by the main body of the rebels, 
confuting of near 2000 men. Gene- 
ra! Carle ton, with a party of 700 men, 
is by this time marched to their relief, 
and Colonel M'Lean is gone for the 
fame purpofe by another rout with 350 
men. They intend to attack the re- 
Dcls in their entrenchments, and at 
the fame time major PreftOn is to fally 
out with his garrifon from the fort. If 
jhe rebels are beat, the fort will be 

fupplied with provifions for the winter j men, has laid fiege to St. John's; 
if not, they'll make the belt retreat which is defended by about 500 men, 
they can to Montreal. We have here under the command of Major Prefton* 
a man of war's fnow and an armed The garrifon is in great diitrefs for 
brig belonging to the navy under the provifions; and therefore General Carl- 
command of a lieutenant, and three tdn has refolved to relieve ir. He has 

collected his force; fent for Mr. M'lane 
with his recruits of royal emigrants, 
(who are all Scotchmen) from Quebec? 
•and has determined to attack General 
■Montgomery. General Carleton fee* 
.Insinuation, and'thatof the province, 
delperate ; and therefore he has re- 



three months ago. 
. Virginia and Maryland prepared for 
the wbrft. 

Philadelpliia refolved to take an ac- 
tive part. 

New York has driven the Governor 
(Tryon) on board the packet. After- 
wards he went on board another veffel. 

The ftate of the armies in the ,vici- 
nity of St. John's, is varioufly repre- 
fented. The following is neareft the 
truth; General Montgomery, who 
commands the provincial troops, con- 
filling of two regiments of New York 
militia, a body of Goanecticut troops> 
and fome Indians, in all about 2800 



4k four armed veflels with about 300 
feamen on board taken up by General 
Carleton, and we hear there is another 
man of war on her pa/Tage in the ri- 
ver. There are feveral palfengers go- 
ing for England in the lhips that are 
now failing^from here. Some of them 
will give very unfavourable accounts of folved to decide the matter. His whol* 



pur fituation ; but you need not give 
much credit to what they, fay, for their 
tale will be fuggelted by their fears. 
Walker has been taken up by order of 
GeneralCarlc:onforcorrcfpondingwith 
the rebels, and fpiriting up the Canadi- 
. ans to take up arms againlt government. 
He is in irons on board the Gafpee 
aimed velTel, together with the New 
England Colonel Allen, Major Hezen, 
and Captain Turner. 

Dec. 5. Intelligent people in Lon- 
don, give the following fhort account 
of tjie ftate of aiFairs in A merica. 



force, including Mr. M'lane's recruits? 
and the garrilbn of St. John's, is 
thought to be about 1800, or 2000 at* 
molt. This was the ftate of things at 
St. John's on the 22d of October. 
The ihip that brought this account left 
Quebec on the 25th. In. the mean 
time, Colonel Arnold, with 100 pro- 
vincial troops, is gone to the city of 
Quebec ; and may be expected to ar- 
rive there about the 30th of October. 
As there are no troops in the town, it 
is fuppofed the place will prove an eafy 
conqueih It is not believed the Inha- 



In the Carolinas, both the governors bitants will defend it. There has been 
driven away, becaufe they were tarn- fuch an exportation of grail} from Ca- 

la 
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aada, that Ac wnole province is in di£ nold, of his having paffed the Carrying 



treis for provifiorts ; fuel is likewife 
very fcarce. Wheat is 6s, per bumel, 
and lumber i s, per foot. 

There is not a doubt of the Cana- 
dians being under French influence, as 
they have refufed to give government 
any afliftance, and have given leave to 
the provincial troops to enter the pro^ 
vince. Guy Johnibn, Efq ; who had 
endeavoured to raife a party of Indians 
for government, finding he could nut 
fucceed, is coming to England. 

Cambridge, Sept. 14. The detach- 
ment for Canada fet off yefterday; 
Colonel Arnold commands it, and ex- 



Place, and that he was on the 1 3th of Oc 
tober embarking his army on the river 
Chaudier,havingreceived conftant aflu- 
rances that there was no force in Canada 
fufficient to oppofe him. 
Secretary of State's Office, Whitehall. 
Dec. 16. 6y the laft advices received 
from Quebec, of the 26th of October, 
it appears, that General Carleton, 
who was then at Montreal, had formed 
a confiderable corps of Canadians Tjid 
Englifh ; that he, and Lieutenant Co- 
lonel M*lane who commanded another 
corps on Sorel River, were preparing 
to proceed, by fcparate routes, to the 
peels to penetrate into Quebec about relief of St. John's, which had beeft 
90 miles below Montreal. If the fea- for fome time inverted by the rebels, 
ion is not tbo far advanced, or the without their being able to make any 
Canadians and Indians unfavourable to imprefllon upon it ; and that there was 
the fcheme, we flatter ourfelves, that the greateft probability, that the coun- 
in a few weeks we mall hear of his try would be foon cleared of thofe in- 
being in poffeffion of Quebec. There is Vaders, whofe force was confiderably 
only a company of z$ men there at pre- diminifhed by ficknefs and defertion, 
fent, and' the American caufe highly and in great want of neceffary fuppiies. 
favoured both by French and Englifh. There are no advices from Boftoii 
All our accounts from that province are later than the 1 3th of October, whea 
very promifing, and afford the pleafing General Gage left it inverted as before 
hope, that e'er long that province will by the rebel army, which had however 
accede to the American league. A vef- attempted nothing fince the affair of 
fel taken by the Lively man of war, Bunker's hill. 

was retaken a few days ago, and brought The Earl of Dunniore, Governor 
into Gape- Ann by an armed fchooner f Virginia, acquaints the fecretary of 
that the General had fitted out from ftate> in a letter dated the zzd of Oc- 
Marblehead ; and had it not been for tober, on board the {hip William, off 
« mutiny ambug the crew, they might Norfolk, that on the 15 th his lbrdfhip 
have retaken eight more* and gotDaw- had landed with a party of between 
ion, the captam of the man of war 70 and 8d men in the neighbourhood 
that had feized them. Our enemies of the tpwn of Norfolk, and deilroyed 
at Boiton have now got above 20 flat 17 pieces of ordnance, and brought 
bottomed boats, that will contain above 
60 men eachj and frequently praftife 
the men in embarking and difembark- 
kig. We have now got fome floating 



off two more, which had been carried 
away from that town by the rebels, 
and concealed in the country ; that on 
the 17 th he had landed again at about 



batteries built, under the direction of eight miles from the town, and marched 



Admiral Putnam. Dr. Coats, Capt 
Melchbr, and Matthew Duncan, of 
your city, with fome other volunteers, 
are gone with Colonel Arnold to Que- 
bec. 

New-York, 0<5\ 19. GeneralWafh- 
ington received advice from Colonel Ar- 



between two and three miles into the 
country, whtfe about two hundred 
Shirt men were collected to oppofe him, 
but who fled into the woods upon the 
appearance of the party, leaving be- 
hind them fome fmall arms ana am- 
munition, which his lordihip carried 
P off; 
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off; that ,on. the 19th he. had again 
landed, and deltroyed ten guns, and 
brought off fix, at a difLance of two 
miles from the coaft ; -and on the 20th 
brought off fix mOre ; and on the 21ft, 
the day before his lordfhip's letter is 
dated, v he had landed again, and 
brought off ten guns, and twocohorns, 
and about fixtyimall arms, and a great 
quantity of ball of different fizes ; and 
his lord'mip imagines, there are not any 
military ftores remaining in the pofTcf- 
iion of the rebels in that part of the; 
province.' In thefe feveral landings 
his lordmip made feven prifoners, a- 
mong whom is one Robin fon, a deputy 
to die provincial convention, and one 
Matthews, ■ a captain of the minute 
men. Gazstte, 

UxtraB of a letter from Norfolk in Virgi- 
nia, dated Oftcber 21. 

* c We are kept in c.cnifcmt alarm in 
this neighbourhood byLordDunmore. 
{ie fails up and down the river; and' 
wherever he finds a defencelefs place, 
he lands with his foldiers, plunders 
the plantation, and carries off the ne- 
groes. In one of thefe expeditions, he 
met with fome old ruil-eaten guns that 
belonged once to a little privateer, 
but have been for many years lying in 
the mud unfit for fervice 1 '. Thefe he 
fpiked up with great parade, and re- 
turned fluffed with fuccefs. The peo- 
ple have dill fo much' refpect for his 
character as governor, that they hever 
offer to oppoie him. He is doing all 
in his power to prevent that forbear- 
ance from lafting. We expedt an ar- 
mament'againrl us, and are preparing 
to meet it." ■ • 

When Dr. Franklin and Mr." Tem- 
ple were difmiffed from their employ- 
ments about two years ago (the one'' 
Surveyor General of the revenue and 
Lietftenant Governor of one of the 
provinces ; the other Surveyor General 
or the poll-Office in America ; and 
both appointed under the administra- 
tion of Mr. Pitt; now Earl of Cha- 
tham) no other reafon was afhgned. 



or could fee obtained, but t&at bis }/la* 
jefly had no further fervices for them I 
Not Jong fince the continental Con-, 
grefs appointed Dr. Franklin to he. 
Poii-malier General of all North. 
America, w^en, it is faid, he wrote a 
very polite letter to kord Le Defpenoer^ 
informing his lordfliip .(who had be-, 
haved with great propriety to him even 
after his ^iftii^op) that the Bofl-ma- 
Iters GeneraJ of England need not 
give themfelv.es any further trouble 
about the ponVpifice'in America ; for. 
that as the general Coagrete had done 
him the honour pf 4ppxrinXing him cor 
that trull, l>e l#d put lixe. pott-office 
throughout America on fuck a footing,, 
as he had no cfcukt would, artiwer alkhf 
purpofes t(iat the CongrefixouUddire*.' 
Bxtraa of a Jettfr Jroyt Dr. Eramklim 
to a friend in Irtydw, dated Sept. kft* * 

" Tell Dj, P-rrr-e, not to be ia 
any pain for us, (becaufe I remember 
he had Eos 4Qubt s ) we are aU firm and 
united, .As \ know he is a gceat ,caU 
culator, I will .give him fame data ta 
work upon — miniiiry , have made a 
campaign here, which has coil two mil- 
lion ; tkey have gained-, a mife of 
ground ; t they have loijt half of it back 
again ; they have Iqfl fifteen huntjred 
men, and killed one hundred and itftjr 
Yankies. In jthe mean time we. have 
r^ad between fixty and feven ty thonfand 
children born, Aik him bow. long it will 
take for England to conquerAmerka i*?. 

A letter from New York, of Q&o*. 
ber 18, fays, that .Dr. Franklin, Ccm 
lpnel Harrifcpi, ana* Mr. Lynch, paired 
through tl^at c|ty qn their. way XQ.-thc 
American camp at Cambridge, <being 
appointed field. deputies i?y tf5e>Gonti* 
nental Congrefs. .. 

The Provincial Congwefs of Norgw 
Carolina broke upon Sunday the roth 
of September, . 17.75:, after haying ftt . 
three weelcs at J^iiUborough,: thejt 
have raifed loop mv u, \nd haye.voted 
co,oool. proclan ativ'?. money to be 
immediately n\ruck it . fubiiitaace 
of the troops, an . ;. . *^ame men 

who 
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-#h£af€ t5 be' imthediatefv enlifted : 
they have Appointed a Provincial 
-CouncH of Safety, confifting of 13 
perfons; with' fall powers to regulate 
the army, and in all things to ad fbr 
the ffrengthening, Securing, and de- 



( m"l 

Iy would have mounted at the palace, 
had not the appearance of the people 
of Newbern, on his attempting to 
move the palace guns, driven him 
from the trenches before he had made 
them quite tenable. It is faid his 



fending the Colony, againil attempts Excellency, the night before he took 
0f external and internal enemies ; his precipitate flight from the palace, 
^hich Council is to meet at Johnfton's buried thefe engines of death, as th?y 
couft-houfe oft the third Tuefday of might remain in places of fafcty till he 
this month, and every three months or his creatures might have an oppor- 
thereafter, if found 'ncceffary. Com- tunity to ufe them. The palace can- 
mittees of fafety, confifting alfo of non,' it is faid, were fpiked up after 
thirteen perfons", are appomted for his Excellency left the palace, by a 
>each diltrict -in the province, who, perfon who will, no doubt, be obliged 
.under controul of the Council of Safe- to anfwer for his conduct, as it is im- 
ty, are to diretVthe operations of the probable the Governor could procure 
army; they are likewife, with the thefe deadly weapons without affiftance, 
-Council of Safety, to compel all debt- ~" 
fufpefted of intending to remove 



The committee of this town and 
country are ufifig their utmoft diligence 
to difcover the authors of fo black a 
treachery." 
From the Sotcfb -Carolina Gazette. 
Ckarhs-Tvwn, Seft. 11. On Friday 
laft in the afternoon, his Excellency 
the Governor went on board the Ta T 
mer man of war, lying in Rebellion 
ftoad, but has notfince been in town. 
. Charles-Town, OS. 6\ The fol- 
lowing are inferted by defire of hit 
Excellency the Governor : 
//; General Committee, Sept. 29, 1 77^* 
" May it plea fe your Excellency. 
** It is with great concern we find 
that, for fome days Daft, your Excel- 
lency has been pleaied to withdraw 
yourfelf from Charles-Town, the feat 
iace garden, and under afitte bed of of your government, and have retired 
Cabbages, Was fottnd and dug up a on board the King's fhlp. Theincoa* 
barrel, containing about three bumels veniences which muil unavoidably 
<of gtfnpowdef ; m the palace cellar arife to the people, deprived, by this 
Were alfo dug up two quarter Cafks of Aep, of that accefs to your Excellency, 
the fame commodity,' the cafes <}uite which is abfolutdy neceffary for tranf* 
hew, and marked R. B. in the palace acting public affairs, is apparent; and 
garden was alfo dug up about 1000 we fubmit to your' Excellency's confi- 



prs, 

themfelves out of the province, to 
■give fecurity to their creditors, and in 
default thereof; to' caufe the perfon or 
«flec~ts of fach debtor, at the option 
of the creditor, to be fecured till the 
creditors arefatisfied. 

A letter from Newbern, North- 
'Carolina, dated Sept. 22, 1775, fays, 
■** This week wHl ever be remem- 
bered as the moft remarkable epocha 
in the annals of this country, for' the 
difcovery of the grand 'repository arid 
dark deponrirm of Governor Martin's 
infernal magazine, which, with cool 
deliberation, he intended to deal out 
in miffive weapons of death to the good 
.people of this PrOvirfce. In the pa- 



Weight of rhufket balls, lately caft, 
About 50b Weight ofrrori fwivel balls, 
h large quantity of fmall fhot, lead, 
iron; worms for the cannon, with 
{w abs , rammers, artillery boxes , 
matches, and the whole apparatus' for 
his park of artillery, which he certain- 



deration, whether the retirement of 
our Governor to a King's fhip, in this 
time of general difquiccuie, when the; 
minds of the people are filled with the 
greateft appreheniions for then* fafety, 
may not ehcreaie their alarm, and 
excite jealoafies of fome premeditated 
P 2 $ebjip 
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flefign againft them. We therefore 
entreat, that your Excellency will re- 
turn to Charles-Town, the ufual place 
of residence of the Governor of South 

Carolina j arid your Excellency' may teft his faithful r and loyal fubjects. 
be aiTured, that whilft, agreeable to Whenever the people of this Province 
your repeated and folemn declarations, will put it' in my power to render them 
your Excellency (hall take ho active eflential fervice, I will/with pleafure, 
part againfl the good people of this embrace, the opportunity, and think 



opinion, may ftill be employed t*f 
that Committee. But I never will 
return to Charles-Towh till I can fup- 
port the King's authority, and pro- 



tig's 
hful 



Colony, in the prefent arduous' strug- 
gle for the prefervation of their civil 
liberties, we will, to the utmoft of 
our power, fecure to your Excellency 
'that fafety and refpect for your perfon 
and character, which the inhabitants 
of Carolina have 'ever wifhed to fhew 
to the reprefentative of their Sove- 
reign. By order of the General 
Committee. 

Henry Laurens, Chairman. 
To Lord William Campbell, Go- 
vernor and Commander in Chief, in 



it a very happy one. I am, Sir, your 
mpfl humble, fervant, 

William Cam^be^l." 
f To Henry Laurence, Efq." 

LaA week returned here from the 
back fettlements, the Hon. William 
Henry Drayton/ JJfq; after, having 
happily accommodated* the differences 
fubfiftmg there, by concluding a 
treaty of neutrality with the inhabi- 
tants of thofe parts, who were difla- 
tisfied with the public meafures, until 
that gentleman had explained to them 



and over his Majefty's Province of the nature of the unhappy clifpute 



South-Carolina, &c. on board ' his 
Majefty's floop Tamer, in Rebellion- 
Road*" 

His Excellency's Anfwer. 
Earner, Rebellion-Road \ Sept, 36. 

"SIR, 

** I have received a meflage, figned 
by you, from a fet of people who flile 
themfelves a General Committee. 
The prefumption of fuch an Addrefs 
from a body aflembled by no legal 
kuthority, and whom I mufl confider 
fcs in actual and open rebellion againft 
their Sovereign, can only be equalled 
by the outrages which obliged me to 
take refuge on board the King's ihips 



fubfifling between Great-Britain and 
her Colonies. Many of them have 
fubferibed the affociation ; fome vo T 
lunteer companies are formed among 
them, arid there is a profpect that the 
whole will foon be active/ friends oa 
the part of the united Colonies. 
' *; WHEREAS mimnderftanding* 
but too' often precipitate men and 
friends into quarrels and bloodlhed, 
which, but for fuch mifunderfland- 
ings, never would have happened ; 
and whereas the prefent unhappy dif- 
putes % between Great-Britain and 
North-America, have unhappily oc- 
casioned uneaiineffes between a part 



m the harbour. It deferves ho an- of the people living between Broad 



fwer, nor Ihould I have given it any, 
but to mark the hardineis with which 
you have advanced, that I could fo 
far forget my duty to my Sovereign 
and my country, as to promife I 



and Sajudy rivers, and -other adjacent 
parts, and the other inhabitants of the 
colony aforefaid, from mifunderfland T . 
ings as aforefaid, infbmuch as the faid 
part of the people as aforefaid, having 



Would take no active part in bringing tender con fciences, declined to accede 



the fubverters of our glorious conflitu 
tion, and the real liberties of the peo- 
ple, to a fenfe of their duty. The 
unmanly arts that have already been 
ufed to prejudice me in the general 



to the ailbciation, figned in Congrefs, 
on the 4th of JuneTaJft ; and that the 
faid pther inhabitants, thereby think- 
ing that the faid declining to accede, 
proceeded from principles and defigns 



m 
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|»,thcw the faid -part of tke people, 
inimical to the proceedings and defigns 
. of the laid other inhabitants ; and 
that the faid part of the people did 
mean- to aid and affift, and join the 
Britifh troqfps, if any fhould arrive in 
the colony aforefaid during the pre- 
fent unhappy difputes aforefaid : and 
whereas thefe are all mifunderftand- 
jngs, and it being the fincere wifh 
and defire of all parts of the colony to 
Jive in peace and friendfhip with each ; 
wherefore, for the clearing up of the 
faid mifunderftandings,* and *° r tne 
manifeftation of the wifh and defire 
aforefaid, colonel Thomas FletchalJ, 
captain John Ford, captain Thomas 
Greer, captain Evan M'Laurin'j the 
fcev. Philip Mulkey, Mr. Robert 
Merrick, and captain Benjamin WoJF- 
ford, deputies for, and fent by tl$e 
prt of the people aforefaid, have re- 
paired to the camp of the honourable 
William Henry Drayton, Efquire, 
a&ing under the authority of the 
Council of Safety for the colony : and 
for the purpofes aforefaid it is hereby 
contracted, agreed, and declared, by 
the honourable William Henry Dray- 
ton, in purfaance of powers veiled in 
him by the honourable the Council of 
Safety as aforefaid, on the one part ; 
and the Deputies aforefaid, in purfu- 
ance of powers veiled in them by the 
faid part of the people, on the other 
part. 

i ft. That the faid declining of the 
part of the people aforefaid, to accede 
as aforefaid, did not proceed from any 
111, or even unfriendly principle or 
defign, in them, the faid part of the 
people, to ox againft the principles or 
defigns of the Congrefs of this colony, 
or authorities derived from that body ; 
but proceeded only from a defire to 
abide in their ufual peace and tran- 
quility. 

2d. That the faid part of the peo- 
ple never did mean to aid, aflifl, or 
join the Britifh troops as aforefaid : 
and hereby it is declared, that if at 



13 ) • 

any time during the prefent unhappy 

difputes between. Great-Britain and 
North-America^ any Britifh troops 
fhall or may arrive in this colony, the 
Deputies aforefaid, for themfeives at)d 
the part of the people aforefaid, by 
whom they the faid Deputies are au- 
thorized, and whom they do repre- 
fent, declare, that if any Britifh troops 
as aforefaid, fiiall arrive as aforefaid, 
they the {aid Deputies, and the part 

. of the people aforefaid, fhall not, and 
will not give, yiejd, or afford, direct- 
ly or indirectly, to or for the ufe, ad- 
vantage, or comfort of the faid Britifh 
troops, or any part of them, any aid 
or affiftance whatfoever ; or hold with 

' them the faid troops, or any part of 
them, any communication or corre- 
spondence. 

3d. That if at any time-during the 
unhappy difputes as aforefaid, any per- 
fon Qi" perfons of the part of the peo- 
ple ^forefaid, fhall by difcourfe or 
word reflect upon, cenfure, or con- 

, demn ;, Qr by any conduct oppofe the 
proceedings of the Congrefs of this 
Colony, or authorities derived from 
them ; the faid Colony, the Council 

t of Safety, or Qeneral Committee, as 
the cafe may be, fhall, without being 
deemed to give any umbrage to the 
part of the people aforefaid, fend to 
any of the deputies aforefaid, to makfe 
rcquifirion, that any and every fuch 
perfon or perfons as aforefaid, offend- 
ing in any of the premifes aforefaid, 
againft the proceedings of the Con- 
grefs, or authorities aforefaid, may 
and fhall be delivered up to the autho- 
rity of the Congrefs, or the tribunals 
under that authority, to be queftion- 
ed and tried, and proceeded againft 
according to the mode of proceeding 
by authority of Congrefs : and if fuch 
perfon or perfons as aforefaid, be not 
delivered up as aforefaid, within four- 
teen days after requifition as aforefaid, 
then in fuch cafe, the Congrefs, or 
Council of Safety, or General Com- 
mittee, may and fhall be at liberty to 

ufe 
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tifc tfvery mesfos, to apprehend any, 
and every fuch peiibn of perfons as 
laftlforefaid, And queflioh, try,, and 
proceed agaihft as aforefaid^ every 
fuch perfon or pferfohs as afore/aid. 

4th, That if any perfon or perfons, 
#ho has or have figiied, or (hall fign 
the AfFociatioh afbrefaid, (hall, with- 
out authority 6f Cohgrtfs, moleft arty 
perfon or perfons of the part of the 
people afbrefaid, in fuch cafe, Appli- 
cation (hall be rhdde to the^aid Con- 
grefs, of Council of Safety, or Gen e- 
raTCommitreeYin order that fuCh per- 
fon or perfons as hfl afbrcfaid, be purt- 
ifhe'd for; and retrained from moleft- 
. ing as aforefaid. 

And it is hereby declared, that all 
" and every perfon of the part 6f the peo- 
ple as aforefaid, not offending in pr 
flgainfl'any of the prerriifes aforefaid, 
fliall and may continue to dwell And 
-remain at home as ufual, fafe in their 
lives, perfons, and properties, fuch 
being nothing more than what his 
been, and is the aim, mtehtiori, And 
inclination of the Congrcfs of this Co- 
lony, and the authorities under thdt 
body. All perfons who ihall not con- 
fider themfelves as bound by this treaty, 
mulbabide. 
Pone at the Camp) ttear Ninety-Six, 

this \6tb day of September, 1775. 
Signed, 

Wm. Hen. Drayton, 

Witnefs, Thomas Eletchal, 

Will. Tfccfxfon, John Ford, 
'Ely Kcrfcaw, Thomas GVeen, 
Iran; SafodJor. Evan M'Laurin, 
Benj. WofTord. 
By the Honourable William Hthry 
Drrytcn, Efq. 
A DECLARATION. 

WHEREAS the liberties of Ame- 
rica being trcachcroufly and cruelly 
violated, by an abandoned admini- 
ilration in Great-Britain, furroundirig, 
the "throne, and d<?ceiving Majefty, 
4br their own ctrrupt pftrpofes, thir- 
teen American Colonies, including 
New-Hanrpfhire to the north^ and 



Ge^rjia to r.fie fotrtrr, virtubufly, gto- 
fiotrfly; (thanks to the Lord of h6fls!) 
futcerfsftflfy are confederated, at the 
liazafd of their lives and fortunes, fo 
\vreft ft-orn the hands of traitors thofc 
rnvaiuables. which they had ravifhed 
from them, and which the Americans 
have endeavoured to recover by ewtty 
peaceable mode of application. 

And whereas the tools of admifii- 
'■ftration have encouraged Certain inha- 
bitants of this Colony to attempt, bv 
every practicable meafure, to oppofe 
arid to counteract the virtuous efforts 
of America; thefe rnliibrtants, men 
of low degree among us, though of 
ermfoncHntfris country 1 ; inert toislfy 
illiterate, though of common natural 
parts ; merr endeavouring, at this 1 ca- 
lamitous time, to rife in theworH, by 
nfifft'idmg' their Konefl: neighbours; 
; men who are by his Excellency the 
Governor promtfed to be amply re- 
wafdettfor Ibch an infdmotfs conduct : 
tfctefe nten knowingly ' deceive their 
neighbours, and wickedly feeling their 
country, have prafti'fed every art, 
fraud, and mifreprefentatidh, toraife 
in this Province an oppofTtion to the 
voice of America: — To oppofe this 
hclKfh phin, the honourable the Coun- 
cil oT Safety for this Colony corrimif- 
"itoned the Reverend William Tennet 
and myfdf to make a pfOgrefs through 
the 'drfttirbed parts of this Colony, , 
** to explain to the people at l?rge tht - 
nature bf the unhappy dHputes between 
Great-Britain and the American Colo- 
nTes s ; ,, tnoufafids heard and believed us $ 
they owned their full cohvlfHon ; they 
expreffed their concern that tlrey had 
been mrfled ; and they rnoff fincere- 
Iy acceeded to the Affociation formed 
by the authority of our late Congreft. 
Such a proceeding did not accord with 
"tfte defrgns of thefe men,' betrayers of 
their country, or thewifhes of his Ex- 
celfency the Governor, wfto by letters 
'rnfKgated theftr to ftrengthen dieir 
party. To prevent, a further defec- 
tion, the leaders of the party fefolved, 

by 
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1^ the din o£arms, to djpwn the voj^c to the ddbu&ion of their juft rights 



ofreafon. For fuch an infernal pur- 
j)ple, by the inltfgatipn of Mpies Kirk- 
land, on or about the 29th of Auguft 
laft, men dida&uallyaflemble in arins, 
and with hoiUle intentions. My ini- 
mecliatdy a#emj)ling, and marching 
wi^h a part of the. militia, caufed theft 
men to difperie $ but now, other lea- 
ders, of the fame malignant party, 
qorre{pondents of hjs Excellency the 



and privileges. 

And whereas the leaders of our un- 
happy and deceived country, now af- 
ferabled in arms againifc the liberties 
of America, have drawn them- into 
this dangerous and disgraceful fitua- 
tion, by filling; their. minds with fear» 
andapprehenfions that their lives and - 
properties are in danger, from th©' 
defigns of the CongreS, the honour- 



Governor, have aneml^led men in able the Council of Safety, the Ge 



arms, on the north fide pf Sajucly ri- 
ver, who are now. actually encamped 
at a charge anxj expence which hi* Ex- 
cellency the Governor has promifed 
to repay; and thefe men threaten to 
attack the troops under my orders. 



neral Committee, and the trotfps under 
my orders, becaufe they our fald coun- 
trymen have not acceded to our afTo- 
ciation : Wherefore, to remove all 
fuch ill-founded apprehenfions, m the 
name of, and by the authority vefted 



Wherefore, to prevent, the ,efFunon of in me by the honourable the Council 
civil )$%o&-§pd, I-jthlnkit myduty to of Safety, I folemnly declare, that all 



ifTue this : declaration, in order that I 
may leave no, moderate Hep untried to 
recover a few of our unhappy country- 
men. '£$m . the& delufioifs, , by which 



fuch apprehenfions are aftually ground- 
lefs ; and I alfo declare, in the name 
of the Council of Safety, that our {aid 
unhappy and deceived countrymen 



tyey Jfaye-.bgen drawn on to Uft their may, in perfect iafety of their lives ^ 

vmsagainft tjjeir injured country, glo- perjbn, and property, repair to, and 

rjpdy jtruggting to enjoy ^he rights of continue to dwell and abide at home, 

mankind* fo long as they lhall chufe to behave 

AndwJiereas.his Excellency t|ie Go- peaceably.— We fti udder even at the 

vernor .)us iffued private directions, idea of djiirefEng them in any fhape j 



that all magnates and militia pfficers 
r/e requ#e$i to, take the path, of alle- 
giance, ug$er, peaalty of oUfwiifion 
Jam their feycral ilations, , I do here-. 
by declare, that, in point of law,, his 



we abhor the idea of compelling any 
perfon to aifociate with us ; we only 
with fbrrow declare, that any peribn 
who will not afiociate whh, and aid 
and comfort us, in this arduous ftrugp 



Excellency has no authority to make gle for our liberties, cannot by us be 



fiich requiuftpn from perfons. who have 
already ftyorn accpj^mg to law, whei* 
tjiey were anyefted in: offices, civil or 
military; and that.it is net, only high- 
ly unbep^ming in his Mftftfty's repre- 
fentative, to threaten his Majefty's 
Ipyal futye&s, in order to induce them 
to do things apt warranted in Jaw, 
but fuch a coriduft is of a .moft de- 
live tendency po the; good of the 



confidered as friendly to us>; and* 
therefore,, that we cannot aid and 
comfort fuch perfon, by holding that 
intercourfe and communication with 
fuch peribn as is ufually held between 
friends. 

And thus having, in the name of 
this colony, declared the terms upon 
which peace and fcfety may be had 
and enjoyed by our unfortunate coun- 



t's real^ryice* inafmucjvas it tends- -trymen as aforefaid, it is my duty alfo 
|p convince the people that his Ma- to declare,- that I mall march and at- 
jeily's fervaaijs in high truft, in Ame- tack, as public enemies, a-lr-and every 
rica, as well 'as 'Britain* equally con- perfon in arms, or to be* in arms, in 
jfcire iq a^ft without authority in law, this part of the colony, m opppfition 



to 
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to the meafores of Cohgrefs ; and deavours in the public fervice, is* fif 



having, with the utmoft patience and 
induftry, gently endeavoured to per- 
fuade men to a peaceable conduct, I 
now fhall, with equal patience and 



much the more flattering to me, as H 
confirms my practice ofthofc princi- 
ples On which the glorious revolution 
was founded, arid on a fteady perfe- 



iuduftry, profecute military meafures verance, on which the exiftehce of the 

with the utmoft rigour ; and I make empire feems wholly to depend. 

no doubt but that, with the affiftance Permit me^ Sir, to aflure yeni, of 

of the Almighty,— Witnefs our endea- the very grateful fenfe I entertain of 

vours to avert the calamities of war— the politeriefs and attention with 

we fhall fpeedily obtain — the wifh of which you have tranfmitted me the 

.*very virtuous American — peace, fafe- Addrefs of the Corporation of Mer- 



ty, and fecurity to our rights^ 
Given under my hand, this 
day of September, 1775 
Camp, near Ninety- Six.- 
William Henry Drayton 



3th 
at 



The following LETTERS were fent 
to James Shiel, Efq; Senior 
Mailer of Trinity Guild, Bride- 
Street, Dublin. 
From the Right Hon. John Wilkes^ 
" THE Lord Mayor defires to ac- 
knowledge, with' much gratitude, the of the firft of Auguft, iriclofing the 
diilinguiihed honour done him by the Addrefs of the Mafter, Wardens, and 



chants, artd to obfervc, that as I did 
not receive your favdur of Auguft the 
firft, till the begirining of this month; 
I have taken the earlieft opportunity 
of returning my acknowledgment* 
for it. I am, with great regard, 
SIR, 

Your moft obedient, 
And moft humble fervant, 
PORTLAND.'' 
"SIRi 

I am favoured with your letter 



Mafter/. Wardens, and Brethren of 
the Guild of Merchants, at Dublin. 
It is always his great ambition to 
fcrve the caufe of Liberty, and the 



Brethren of the Guild of Merchants, 
at Dublin, and requeft of you to take: 
the proper occafioir of communicating 
to that refpedtable body, the fenti- 



approbation of thofe fellow fubjec~ls ments with which I received it, 
whom he knows to have it at heart, is It is to the eftablifhment of a per- 
the moft pleafing and noble reward he manent and fyftematic commercial in- 



can receive. 

Mannon-houfe, Aug. ,23, 1775. 
The Mafter, Wardens, and Brethren 
of the Guild of Merchants, at Dublin." 
; Sir, Wellbeck, Sept. 7, 1775 



tereft, that we owe the infufuig among 1 
all ranks, that equal ftate of legal 
Liberty, which we claim as outright. 

Every friend to our conftitutioii will 
therefore view with apprehenfion, any 



** THE very obliging manner in profpeft of that intereft being deftroy- 

which you have communicated to me ed or materially injured. On that 

the approbation with which the Maf- account alone, even thofe who would 

ter, Wardens, and Brethren of the have preferred expediency to juftice, 

Guild of Merchants in the city of ihould have oppofed the acls for taxing 

Dublin, have honoured my parlia- the Colonies by a new and unconfti- 

mentary conduft, inclines me to hope, tutional mode. 

that you will take the trouble of mak- To allow Papifts the free exerdfe 

ing my beft thanks acceptable to them of their religion iri Canada, we were 

for this mark of diftin&ion. obliged by treaty; and fo agreeable* 

The very honourable teftimony does toleration appear to the princiJ 

which this very refpectable body has pies of the Chriraxn religion; that 

been pleaftd to bear to my poor en- without any fuch obligation, I fhouH 

have 
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fciifc* been for allowing It them." But 
to make theirs the eftablifheti and go- 
verning church, in any partpf the Bi£- 
tifli empire, while Proteftaadfm wronly 
tolerated, 1 I could not but thinks 
wrong meafure, efpecially as there is, 
1 believe, no country on earth where 
liberty is afferted and flourifhes 1 , while 
that is the fole eftablifhed religion. 

If, by endeavduring to follow the 
fteps of thbie perfons, whofe difinter- 
efted conduct has defervedly obtained 
them the hbble title of patriots, 'I can 
be thought to have merited fo diftin* 
guifhed a mark of approbation from fd 
great and independent a body of my 
Fellow ftbjects ; I truft m^ attachment 
to the true whig principles will conti- 
nue me in their good opinion. 

I am, with great regard, Sir, 
Your n**ft obedient humble fervant, 

Tbe Holmes, _, 

j -- .iJp. Effingham. 

A?-*5» l 77S- 
to tbtMafier; and Wardens, andBtt- 

then of the Guild of Merchants of the 

City of Dublin. 
Gentlemen, 
- It gives me great pleamre* to think 
my opinion relative to our unhappy 
and perfecuted brethren in: America, 
Ihould coincide with fo refpectable a 
body as- the Gould of Merchants ; and 
that my conduct as an Englifti jpeer, 
wonld.meet with their approbation. 

As a peer of both realms, I can a£ 
fure you, I fliafll, to the very beft of 
my abilities *on every occafion, fup- 
port the rights and liberties of his Ma- 
jesty's fubjects. I am, Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient, 
And, obliged humble fervant, 

Leinfter^Houfe, Leinstbr. 

Good<tuocd, $?pt* 9, 177 £. 
Gentlemen, 
THE approbation which my par- 
liamentary conduct in fupport df the 
rights of the* fubject, anil particularly 
' refpecting America, has received from 
fo refpectable a body of 1 men as the 
-Mafers> Wardens, and Brethren of 



M.. 

the Guild of Merchants of the city of* 
Dublin, demands my moft thankful 
acknowledgments. It is an honour 
of which I am highly fenfible. The 
beft and only return I can make, is by 
a fteady perfeverance in acting upon 
the fame whig principles, to endeavour 
to merit the continuance of your good 
opinion ; and next to fucceeding in the 
attempt, I have the higheft fatisfac- 
tion and greateft reward poflible, in 
the Countenance of the better part of 
iny countrymen. % It is with the high- 
eft efteem, that I have the honour to 
be, Gentlemen, your much obliged, 
and moft humble fervant, 
Richmond, Lenox, andAuBiGNY. 
Tb$ Mafter, Wardens and Brethren of 
the Gould of Merchants at Dublin. 

Kimbolton-Caftle, Jug. 27, 1775. 
SIR, 

I AM favoured by a letter from 
you, dated Auguft the ift, inclofing 
an addrefs of the corporation of the 
Guild of Merchants, and am very 
happy to find my endeavours to ferve 
the ftate have been approved by fo ref- 
pectable a body. They may be aiTu- 
red, that in my public conduct I have 
ever had in view the welfare of the 
conftitution, and the prefervation of 
that general liberty, which was con- 
firmed to us by the revolution, and is 
equally the right of every Britifh ful>- 
ject. While fuch motives guide my 
actions, I hope they will be accepted 
as proofs of my duty and attachment. 
to our fovereign,' whole true interefts 
can never be ieparated from thofe of 
his people. I beg you will return my 
thanks to the gentlemen for the ho- 
nour they have done me, and am, Sir, 
with great regard, your moft obedient 
humble fervant, 

Manchester. 
S I R, 

I A M highly fenfible of the honour 
' which the Mafters, Wardens, and 
Brethren of the city of Dublin have 
done me. 

For feme years paft events have hap- 
Q^ pened* 
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pened, which have- put the principle* Your moft obedient, humble ferVa%i** 



of men to the trial ; and I am happy 
to find myfelf joined, in the opinion 
of the gentlemen of the Guild, with 
thofe perfons whofc uniformity of con- 
duct h£s merited their approbation. 

May I beg, through you^ %o pre- 
fent my moft grateful acknowledge- 



STAKBttWt* 



CUvening, 

HOWEVER fatisfied a man may* 
be with his own conduct, he mull mil- 
feel himfelf very happy, and 'much, 
confirmed in it, when he finis that h. 



ments, with my firm afliirance, mat meets with the approbation of a very* 
as I truft that the motives of my am- refj>e£iaWeapd intelligent boty'of men. 
4ucl in public life have never arore from This* Sir, is my cafe >; and I muA beg 
any otlier caufe than a fincere defire of you to convey to the corporation of the 
doing my duty, and a real zeal for the Trinity-GouW my hearty thanks for 
conffatution, as Happily afcertained and, thofe obliging febtiments, which they 
.fccured by the glorious revolution % fo, have exprefTed with regard to,my cen- 
to the 1>eft of my power and judgment, duct in parliament on all American' 
the conftituttbnal freedom, commercial meafures; and with refpect to theft 
Interefts, and general happinefs of all meafures, J will venture to fore^l, 
the-fubjects df this once great and umV that the whole body of the people will 
ted empire wilt ever remain the con- * * ' ™ ' 
ftanfc objects of my endeavours. 

I have the honour to be, with gijeat 
regard, v6uf moft obedient, and moil 
obliged humble fervant, 

sZiniit ROCCIHOHAM* 

kept. 2^, 1775- , 

P. S. I am afhamed to think how 



adopt the Opinion of the Trinity 
Guild ere. long.; all that I am "anxious 
afcout is, that they may do it jn $ime. 
* I have the honour to oe^ S \ )L $ \ , 
Your moft obedient, humble /errant, 
' Tunbridge-Welh jf^lltov*. 

P. S. Although ^our letter bf ars date ., 



long I have delayed anfwering your the iftof Augult, I do affure yqul 

letter; various occurrences, and my iid not receive it till yefterday, - 

not being well, have, ' indeed, Jure- "SIR, 

vented me. ; ' I HAVE been from home fomc 

SIR,, <* time, or I fhould fooner have troubled 

I HAVE received the favour of you to prefent niy compHments to th« 

Vour letter, with the paper which was corporation of the Guild Qf^erchant»> 



mclofed in it, and defire you will be 
fo good as to tranfmit to the worthy 
corporation of the Guild of Merchants 
in Dublin, my grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the unexpected teftimony 
they are pleafed to give of their fatis- 
faction in my public conduct. As my 
firft wifh would be to fee my fellow 
fubjects in every part of the Britifh 
'empire virtuous, -free and happy, it 
muii ever be a comfort to me, that my 
endeavours, however unfoccefsrul, 
Ihould be favourably viewed by thofe ' 
whom they tend to ferve. I am, with 
many thanks for your obliging man- 
ner of conveying to me the fentiments 
of your corporation. S I R« 



with many thanks for tl*e honour they 
have done me, and to allure them I 
am fincerely happy to find, that jny 
conduct in parliament meets with thek 
approbation. Ever fince I have (at 
there, it has been my conftant wiih an& 
endeavour to fupport thofe meafures 
which I thought moft conducive to the 
true intereft of this empire. I. z% 
S I R, your moll obedient, humble 
'fervant.'" ' 

S out bill, f — , 

6^.17,1775. 

TotheMajttr, Wardw, fi$dfymk* 
of the Guild of \M^ban(s^tJk tHj 
of Dublin* , j /..• \- ,■; 
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I W A S honoured with your addreft 
©f the 17th of July !aff, for which I 
begi^v? co return a>y very finc^re ac- 
knowledgments, And at the fame time 
to, allure you, that the approbation of 
my parliamentary conduct by fo ref- 
pe&ible a body as the Guild of Msr- 
chants, Dublin, afforded me the high- 
eft farisfa&ion, In times of general 
4eft&ioa from the in wrefts of our moft 
excellent conititution, when the allure- 
ments of private advantage ftiflc the 
fcnfe of public virtue, the applaufoof 
tte nncorrupted few is the trueit ho- 
*Otfr» and greatly to be 'preferred ■ to 
the. acclamations of multitudes. I 
have the honour to be, gentlemen, 
Vaur moft obecfieflt, Jttmble fervint, 
Abingdon. 



The following letter is from Mr.Broolt 

* Watfon, merchant to Mr. Living- 
fton* president of the Provincial 
Cflftgrefc of New- York. 

To Philip Vanb. Livingfton, E/q% Pre- 
. jtiUnt of the Provincial Ckngrtfs at 
New-York. 

* Luke Champlain, near to $t. J$M$, 

SIR, 

* ** $y the general affiftance which 
your letter to the officers in the for vice 
of the Colonies procured me, I am 
now fo near Montreal, that I expecT 
to be there this evening. I therefore 
tmhraoe the opportunity of the return- 
ing boat to malfce you my thanks for 
year kind attention to me and my 
fiends; and I pray you, Sir, to make 
my warmeit. acknowledgments to yeur 
Provincial Congrefs for the obliging 
letter they kinctly favoured me with,* 
tout for the pleating expreffions in my 
regard whkh it contained. A finderc 
frWnd to America, and its rights, I 
truly am, and as foch I cannot help 
expreifing my uneaiinefs at the gene-* 
ral fpirit which I have perceived 
amongft the Colony troops quartered 
at Fort George^ Tfconderago. and 



: ) 

Crown-PomT— tJwy talk and a& as if 
it was a determiflkd point that they 
fhould ibon march into the Province of 
Quebec. Surely, mj dear Sir, thi* 
Cannot be the intention of the Gene* 
ral Congreis ; if k is not, immediate 
care mould be taken to fupprefs the 
dangerous idea, or it may loan pro- 
duce the moft dreadful confluences ! 
Should the colonies fend their troops 
into that Province, or mould they go 
there without orders, the Canadians 
and the Indians their friends will na~ 
turally fall upon your back fettlcmenu 
with ftre and fword:^tThus, with the 
king's troops on the one fide, and the 
Canadians and Indians on tlte other, 
what are the coJoniits to expeel bat 
flatfgltfer ? For God's fake exert every 
faculty to prevent fo great an evil 1 

I kaow the body of gentlemen who 
have fj properly made choice of yotl 
for their prefident, are greatly alarm- 
ed at the deplorable fuuation of af-f 
fairs between Great-Britain and her 
Colonies. America mull iook for- 
ward with the greateft anxiety, and 
rejoice in any prudent plan for the rev 
ftoration of harmony and the fecurity 
of property. I would to God I had & 
head to contrive, and a pen to per- 
fuade, what might produce fo denia- 
ble an event, for the credit and com- 
fort of all their future moments depend 
upon it j but while liberty or flavery 
in their greateft extreme, is the alter- 
native held out by the violent and de- 
igning on this fide the water, and 
fobmimon or deftru&ion the language 
of thofe on the other, what hopes have 
the people but in the moderation, wif- 
dom, and juftice of the General Con- 
grefs i In their addrws to his Majef- 
ty of laft year, they wifely declared, 
that *.* they aflted but for peace, li-' 
herty and fafety ; that they wifhed not 
a diminution of the prerogative, no, 
did they foltcit any pew rights iti their " 
favour ;. that hte royal authority over' 
them, and their connection with Great- 
Rritain, they would always carefully 
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imd zealoufly endeavour tQ fuppprt and 
maintain." 

This declaration breathed the fpirit 
of good fubje&s, valuing their jufl 
rights too much toabufe them, but 
thefe fentiments were not conflitution- 
ally conveyed to the royal ear. That 
government are ready to receive any 
fair propofition which may be, confti- 
tutionally offered, cannot be doubted 
after we confider the miniiler's decla- 
ration in parliament, fC That if the 
difpute, in which the American^ have 
been engaged, goes to the whole of 
their authority, they can enter into 
no negociation, they can meet no 
compromife ; but if it be only as to 
the fufpenfion of the exercife of their 
rights, or as to the mode of laying and 
raifmg taxes for a contribution towards 
the common defence, it might be juft 
*nd wife to meet any fair propofition 
which may come from any Province 
Or Colony."* 

, This declaration, J humbly con- 
ceive, clearly points out the line of 
(onducl which the Qeneral Congrefs 
ought to purfue ; as it cannot be the 
wifh of that aiTembly to carry matters 
to an extreme by which the, whole em- 
pire mufl fuffer, and America be dri- 
ven to the laft dhtrefs. Would tjiey 
but ftate their real grievances with tem- 
per and wifdom, their denres with 
moderation and juftice, in a dutiful 
memorial to the king, to be tranf* 
mitted by tl^e Provincial afTembUes tOj 
their refpeftive agents in England,., 
fuch application could not fail to pro^, 
duce the moll deferable effedls. But 
if, on the other hand the congrefs 
ihould order or fuffer the people to pro- 
ceed to the extremities, which I now 
much fear, nothing but the fword can 
decide the unnatttfal conteff, and they ; 
will foon difcover, the fatal truth of 
what hath been fy emphatically ex- , 
prefled, by the judicious Mr. Glover, 
*f That liigh founding words produce 



no food to the hungry, no raiment t& 
the naked," 

Jam, Sir, 
Your obliged humbfe fervanv 
Brook Watson, 
P. S. I have received the kindeft 
treatment and afliitance from Captain 
Filher, Colonel Hinman, and Major 
Elmer." 

When Mr, Watfon wrote this letter, 
he had not probably fecn General 
Carlqton's new commiffion* The 
American Congrefs had & copy of 
. it, , before, they thought of invading 
Canada. The, following part of it, 
, is ,too ftriking and .pointed to efcape 
. their obfervation. 
" AND we do hereby give.aiid 
". grant unto you, the faid Guy Carle- 
" ton, by yourfel£ or by your cap- 
" tains, and commanders by you to be 
€< authpri^ed, full .power and autho- 
'* rity to. levy, , arm, mufter, com- 
" mand, and employ all perfons what- 
l< foever refiding within our faid pro* 
".yince"; ,^nd, as. .mafm jhallferwe> 
" them to march , embark , or tranfport 
* c from on? place to.another^ for, the re- 
*' ftfting and wjithftanding of all ene- 
if mies, pirates and rebels both at land 
€t and fea ; and to tranfport fuch forces 
€i to any of our plantations, in America, 
ft if necej/tty Jhall require , for defence of 
" the fame againfi the iwvafion or . at* 
€( tempts of any of our enemies ; and fuch 
" enemies, pirates and rebels, if there 
(f Jhall be occqfion,. to purfue,. and proft* 
** cute in y or out of, the limits of our 
* € faid province ; and if it fhaH fo pleafc 
(t God, them to vanquifh, apprehend, 
*' and take, and, being taken, accord- 
" ing to law, to put to death, or keep 
" orprefeve alive at your discretion." 
[See the whofc conmijjion, which is ex- 
traordinary and interefiing, in* the Par- 
liamentary Regifter, number \l..of the fe» 
eond fejfion of the prefent parliament.] 

In 



* Sec J^ord North's fpeech on his Conciliatory Propofition, in Parliamentary Rcgifter for 
*775> vol. I. f. ig6. 
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^tn Congress, Saturday, July the 19, 

' «775- 
.-. WHEREAS the government of 
Great Britain hath prohibited the ex- 
portation of arms and ammunition to 
any of the plantations, and endea- 
voured to prevent other nations from 
Applying us* *' 

Refolved, That for the better Ap- 
plying thefe Colonies with the necef- 
iary means of defending their riglits, 
•every veffel importing gunpowder, falt- 
petre, fulphur, provided they bring 
with -the fulphur four times as much 
felt-pefre, brafs field pieces, or good 
»nfkets fitted- with bayonets, within 
sine months from the date of this re- 
folution, fliall be permitted to load 
and export the produce of thefe Colo- 
nies, to 'the value of fuch powder and 
.flora aforefeid, the non-exportation 
agreement notwithstanding ; and it is 
recommended to the committees of the 
feveral provinces to infpec* the military 
Aores fo imported, and toeftimate a 
generous price for the fame, according 
to their goodnefsy and permit the im- 
porter of luch powder and other mili- 
tary floras aforefaid, to export the va- 
lue thereof and no more, in produce 
of any kind. [A true copy from the 

minutes. 

Charles Thompson, Secretary. 

In Congress, Oaober 18, 1775. 

Refolved, That ajuft and well au- 
thenticated account of the hoftilities, 
committed by the minifterial troops 
and navy, in America fince laft March, 
be collected, with proper evidence of 
the truth of- the feci: related, the num- 
ber and .value of the buildings deftroyed 
by them ; alio- the number and value 
of the veflels inward and outward bound, 
which have been feized by them fince 
that period, as near as the number and 
value can •. be afcertained ; alfo the 
ftock taken by them from different 
parts, of Jhev continent. — - That Mr. 
Deane, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. Withe, 
be a committee for this purpofe. 

Crarles Thompson, Secretary. 



In Congress, Friday, Oao£er%o. 
v Upon morion, the houfe took into 
confideration a part of the memorial 
from the committeof fafety, recom- 
mending the appointment of a commo- 
dore or commander in chief of the 
armed boats provided for the defence 
of this city and river ; and after feme 
time fpent therein, Refolved, That 
it is their opinion fuch an officer is at 
this time neceflary, and that it be re- 
ferred to the committee of fafety to 
confider of, and report to the Houfe, 
a perfon proper for the fervke. 

In Congress, Nov. 1, 1775, 
1 Refolved, That no produce of the 
united Colonies be exported (except 
from Colony to Colony, under the di- 
jecrion of the. committees of infpe&iom 
and obfervation, and except front-one 
part to another of the fame Colony) 
before the firftday of March next, 
without the permiffion and or4er of 
this Congrefs. \Extra8from the minutes* 

Charles Thompson, Secretary. 

In Congress, Nov. 4* 1775. 

THE Congrefs confidering that the 
moft perfect union between all the Co- 
lonies is eflentially neceiTary for the 
prefervation of the juft rights of North- 
America, and being apprehenfive that 
thereis great danger of hoftilities being 
commenced at or near Wyoming, be- 
tween the inhabitants of Penfyivani* 
and thofe of Connecticut, 

Refolved, That the aiTemblies of 
the feid Colonies be requeued to take 
the moft fpcedy and effectual fteps to 
prevent fuch hoftilities. 

Ordered, That Thomas M'Kean 
and Silas Dean, Efqrs. wait upon the 
Honourable Houfe of Affembly of Pen- 
fylvania with a copy of the above re- 
folution. By order of Congrefs, 

John Hancock, Prefident. 
In Concress, Wednefday, Nov. 8. 

Refolved, That all letters to and 
from the delegates of the united Co- 
lonies during the feffions of Congrefs 
pais and be carried free of poftage, the 

members 
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pMftim* having engaged upon their 
honour not to frank or enclofe any 
letters bat their own. 
.. Nov* 9. By authentic intelligence 
Aom London by the kit vefiel, we 
learn, that .the petition to the king, 
'•which was lent from the Cortgrefs by 
-Mr- R» Peso, was fent to t^e fecretary 
of Gate for America, and on the firlt 
of September, the firft moment that 
wa* permitted, the original was pre- 
.lented to him, which hi* lordfhip pro- 
mised W deliver to his rnjefty. 

His .lard&ip was potted, to obtain 
an aofwer, but thofe who p efented it 
were told, " That as his nvgeftydid 
not receive it upon the throne, no aa- 
iwer woukl be given." Ordered to 
JbepuWiihed. [Extxa$from mimtu**] 

Chailes Thompson* Secretary. 

Extras of a leturfrm General Mont- 
gomery, dat$dCamp before St. John 9 1* 
Q8*kr 20, 1775. 
I have tiie plealure to acquaint yon 
with the furrender of Chambly to Ma- 
jor Brow* and Major Ldving&on, 
which laft hoad?d about tluee hundred 
Canadians. We had not above fifty 
of our tjoops, indeed it was the plaa 
of the Canadians, who carried down 
the artillery pail the fort of St. John's 
in batteaus. I fend you- the colours of 
?he 7 th regiment, and a lift of ftores 
taken. ' Major Brown affiles me we. 
"have gotten fix tone of powder, which, 
with the blefling of God will finifh 
our bufinefs here — Major Brown of- 
fered his fervice upon this occafian-— • 
Upon this and all other pecaitons, I 
havfc found him active and intelligent. 
The enemy's fchooner is-Aink. They 
have not been anxious to fave her, elle 
they might eafily have protracted h«r 
fate. I muft now think unlefs fome un- 
Jucky accident befalls us, we ihajl ac«- 
compliili our bufinefs here, as I mall 
fall to work in earned on this fide the 
water. The troops are in high fpirits. 
Colonel Warner has had a hide brum 
with a party from Montreal. The 
enemy retired with the lofs of five pri- 



fonew and fome kilted-* -fte**f gj$ 
prifoners (Canadians) are dangerous 
-enemies, and rauH be taken caitfof, 
JLa Mouche one of them. The Cagfc 
,nawagas have defired a 100 mea from 
us. I have complied with their rer 
queft, and am glad to find they pu* 
16 much confidence is u>, and are fy 
much afraid of 'Mr. Carkton ; not 
that I tiiink they had any thing to ap» 
prehend. He has too much bufinef* 
.om his hands already to wifh to make 
more enemies. 

I lhall endeavour by means of the 
Chambly garriibn, to obtain betD*r 
treatment tor Allen and the other pri* J 
foners, as well Canadians as our ow» 1 
troops. \ 

" I maUfendoIFtheprifoi*ersas loot . 
as poffible : their number of women ! 
and quantity of baggage is afonifhing* 

Tne commanding o£c«r at St.John'i 
has bean fi> polite as to4e.t our batteau* 
pais to the head of the rapids, in or- 
der to take in the baggage of the 
Chambly garrifon. He behaved very 
genteely to Lieutenant Lockwotw, of 
Waterbury's, who went ia with: the 
requeft from Major Stopfbrd. 

The major is a man of family ia 
Ireland. 

Major Brown has brought .the co* 
lours of the ^fih regiment, which I 
have die honour to tranfmit to you,. 
4rticks- frofofed for bis fylajefty 'j gatri-* 
Jox at Chqmbiy. 

Art. ,1 • The officers and men no* 
to be made prifoners, but to march* 
unmolefted, with their arms, accot** 
trements, twenty-four rounds of am-< 
munition each, drums beating, colour* 
flying, and provifion and carts AimU 
cient to pais by the fhorteft road to 
Montreal, or any other place in tha 
province of Quebec, at the option of 
the Hon. Major Stopfoxd, - the com* 
manding officer. 

2. Oificers and men to be allowed 
their baggage. 

3 . T^e men not to be decoyed from 
fheir regiment, 

4, Women 
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4. Women and children permitted 
togp'with the regiment and tkeir e& 
£«s unmolefted, 

5. The ammunition and ftores of 
all kinds, remaining in the garrifon, 

-^ to be given up. 

> ,6. Hollafctt to be given on L*Ji 
fides, for tS faithful performaiC" of 
fhe above articles, and then to be ex- 
changed. 

* J Signed J. §TOPFORD, Mzjor of the 

• ' Royal Fufilecrs, commanding at 

Fort Chambly. 

* Tfie afcfwer to die articles propo&d 
by.,^heHon. Major Stopford, agree- 
able* to the inftrucliops of Brigadier 
General Montgomery, commanding 
the continental forces for the time be- 
ing, is this : 

.'Art. 1. The garrifon, officers and 
men, to furrender themfelvea prifoners 
6f war. 

* 3. In cafe the garrifon forrenders 
-jprifoners of war, to be aRowed aft 
their* baggage, agreeable to their de- 
fere. ; ~ 

3/ It never was the intentkafpf any 
officer intrufted with the command of 



the party now befiegihg your fort, to 
'take advantage of decoying the garri- 
Tpn, after a folemn engagement en- 
tered into by both parties, and confe- 
Vjuentty Your fears on that head are 
groundleis. 

"* 4. The women and children mail 
J>e permitted to go with* the reft of the 
garrifon, and take their effect, pro- 
*f idefl the garrifon furrender as- aiore- 
feid. 

\$. The ammunition, ftores, Sec. of 
'atl kinds to be delivered tip, upon the 
'faith and honour of the commanding 
officer. 

Signed John Brown, Major, com- 
mander of the continental forces 
before Chambly* 
In reply to Major Brown's anfwer to 
•the Hon. Major Stopford's propo&ls, 
an regard to the nirrender of Fort 
Chambly, Major Stopford having con 



to the feme, although he could wifc 
th* 6rflr^p»ok r injght1ave been aih* 
propofed. 

.\hj\-zr Sj*pford, relying in everj 
arvL', >.\ ..jt: ^ewn's honour, wiM 
give liiiii up cue mrt any hour to-mor- 
iow nv^-ning. 

Signed J- Stojoad, Major of the 

HoyalFuzileers, comnunding Lhs 

garrifon of Chambly. 
Fort Chambly, Oil. 8, 177^ 
An account of ftores taken at Ch*a* 

Eighty barrels ot flour, 11 ditto 
rice, 7 ditto peafe, 6 nrkina of bm^er, 
1 34 barrels of pc; k, 7 ditto damaged, 
124 barrels of gunpowder, 300 ktivci 
mot, 1 box of niufket foot, 6564 mus- 
ket cartridges, 150 ftaad of French 
arms, 3 royal mortars, 61 iheUs, -500 
hand granades, Royal Fu&leer's mu£- 
kets 83, accoutrements 83, rigging 
for three veflels at leaih 

A lift of officers taken at Chambly. 

Major Stopford, Capt. Price, iick* 
Capt. Goodwin; Lieutenants Hanoar, 
Harrifon, Shuttleworth ; Capt. Alge, 
of the Schconer ; CommuTary M'Cui- 
lough ; a forgeon. 

PubUfoed by order of the Congrefs. 
Charles Thompsn, Secretary. 



Jfy his Excellency the Hon&trabk Thomas 
Gage, general and commander in thief 
of all bis Majefiy's forces in North- 
Jmtrica, tsV, &V. &f. 
To CaptaixDux cat* Campbell, and 
Lieutenant Symes. 
V OU are hereby directed to em- 
bark on board the Rebecca and Fran- 
ces transport, George Mailings, maf- 
ter, and proceed as fail as poffible to 
New- York, where you are to receive 
on board your {hip fuch men as may 
be inclined.to ferve his Majefty, ami 
you are particularly to attend to the 
arrival of fhips expected from Scot- 
land, and to procure as many men 
out of them as you poffibly can, and 

„ T _ _ _ __ _^ __ . you are to do your endeavour not to 

fidefed Major Brown i articles, agr&i iu&r any of thofe emigrants to join the 
***** rebels 
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rebel* on more ;, and to give every en- 
couragement to aft&s^cotfch and 
otheir nations that mfPydtiPffi}? Cap- 
tain Vandeput, of his Majefty's ifcip 
Afia, will give" you all the' affiance in 
his power, and with whom you will 
confer when there may be occaiion ; 
you will continue at New- York a:> long 
as the fervlce you are upon may re- 
quire, when you arc to return to this 
place with all expedition, bringing as 
many volunteers with you as you can 
procure. 

Given under my hand at .head quar- 

* ters at Bofton, this eighteenth day 

of July one thoufand feven hundred 

and feventy-five. Tho. Gage. 

By His Excellency's command, 

Samuel Kemble. 



Camp at CamSridge, 08. 24, 1775. 
SIR, 

The mclofcd information being of 
the higheft importance, I thought it 
proper to tranfmit it to you with all 
<tifpatch. I am* Sir, Your moft obe- 
dient fervant, * 

George Washington. 
On the fervice of the United Colonies. 
To the Hon, Nicholas Cooke, Efq; 

Deputy Governor of Rhode-Ifland, 
' at Providence. 

\(Inclofed) 
Falmouth, Monday 03. 16, 1775. 

c * The Canceaux fhip of fixtecn 
guns, commanded by Capt. Mowat, 
a large ftiip, fchooner, and a floop 
armed, anchored below the town the 
17th inftant. At three o'clock P» M. 
1 they weighed and came up, and an- 
chored within gun ftiot, and imme- 
diately Captain Mowat fent a letter on 
fhore to this town, giving them two 
hours to move their families out, as 
he had orders to fire the town. The 
town immediately chofe a committee 
of three gentlemen, and fent them on 
board toltnowthe reafon of the town's 
being fet on fire. He returned for an- 
fwer, that his orders were to fet on 
ftre all the fea-port towns between Bof- 



ton and Halifax, and that he exjje&ed 
New York was then burnt to afhea^ 
rte rMhet faid, that when he reoeV r : 
ed orders from the admiral, he defiredr 
that he might fhew fbme favour to the 
town of Falmouth* which the admiral 
granted (I fuppofe as Captain Mowat 
was under particular dmigatipns to 
fome gentlemen in Falmouth, for ci- 
vilitre's (hewn him when in captivity 
among them) and which favour was 
to fpare the town till nine o'clock, 
Wednesday morning, irt cafe we would 
fend him oiF eight fmall arms, "which 
the town immediately did. 

Wednefday morning, being the i 8th 
the committee went on board of Capt. 
M6wat again, in order to fave the 
town ; he faid that he would fave the 
town till he heard from the admiral, 
in cafe we would fend off* four carriage 
guns, deliver up, all our fmall arms, 
ammunition, &c. and fend four gen- 
tlemen of the town as hoftages, which 
the town would not do. About half 
paft nine in the morning, 'he began to 
fire from. the four armed veffels, and 
in five minutes fet fire to feveral houfes. 
He continued firing till after dark the 
fame day, which deftroyed the largeft 
part of the town. He farther inform- 
ed the committe that he mould proceed 
to Portfmouth, and deftroy that place 
alfo. The foregoing is as near the 
fa#s as I am able to remember, Wit- 
nefsmyhand. ; 

Pbarson Jones.** 
Profpe8-HUl, OB. 24, 1775. 
S IR, 

By an exprefs that arrived from Fal- 
mouth laft night, we learn that the 
?eateft part of the town is in ames. 
he enemy fired about' three thoufand 
fhot into it, and a large number of 
carcafe* and bombs, which fet the . 
town on fire. The enemy landed once 
or twice to fet fire to the ftores ; they 
loft eight or ten men in the attempt, 
and had one taken prifoner. The in- 
habitants got out a very confiderable 
' part of their furniture, no perfon kil- 
led 
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led or wounded during the whole time ambition of a fet of defigning men* 
of their firing ; the enemy produced whofe infidious views have cruelly im 



orders from Admiral Greaves, to burn 
all the towns from Boifton to Halifax. 
Captain Mowat informed the commit- 
tee at Falmouth, there had arrived 
orders from England about ten days 
lince, to burn all the fea port towns 
On the continent, that would not lay 
down and deliver up their arms, and 
give hoftages for their future good be- 



pofed on the credulity of their fellow 
creatures, and at laft have brought the 
whole into the fame dilemma ; which 
leads me to feel, not a little, the woe3 
of the innocent of them in particular, 
on the prefent occafion, from my, 
having it in orders to execute a jirft 
punifhment on the town of Falmouth, 
in the name of which authority, I pre- 



haviour ; he aMb acquainted them that vioufly warn you to remove, without 

ne expefted the city of New- York was delay, the human fpecies out of the 

in afties. By thefe accounts we may faid town, for which purpofe, I giv« 

learn what we have to expect. I think you the time of two hours ; at the pe- 

Newpott mould be fortified in the beft riod of which, a red pendant will be 

manner it can be. I>6ubtlefs the ene- hoifted at the main top-gallant maft 



my wiH make an attempt to get the 
Hock off the ifland. ProvifiOft fhould 
be made to defeat theni. Death and 
defolation feem to mark their footfteps. 
Fight or be flaves is the American 
niotto, the firft is by far the moft eli- 
gible. In hafte, I am, with efteem, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
Nathaniel Green 1 . 
To the Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Efqjt 
in Providence (per eXprefs) 
The houfes burnt at Falmouth, in 



Cafco-Bay, by Capt. Mowett, amount unmoiefted. 



head, whh a gun. But mould you* 
imprudence lead you to fkew the leaft 
reOftance, yon will, in that cafe, free 
me of that humanity fa ftrongly point- 
ed out in my orders, as well as in my 
inclination. I do alio ob&rre, to all 
thofe who did, on a former occaium, 
fly to the king's ftiip under my com* 
mand for protection, that the km* 
door is now open to receive them. 

The officer who will deliver this let* 
ter, I expeel to rettrnr immediately 



to 1 39 dwelling-houfes, and zj$ ftores* 
without one iingle perfon of the inha- 
bitants being hurt, 

Watertown, 03. 30. The following 
is what Captain Nfowett fent the peo- 
ple of Falmouth, fooh after his arrival 
before thfct town. 

Canetanx, Fahnontb,.Off. 16, 1775* 

" A F T E R fo many premeditated 

tttacfcs on the legal prerogative of the 

beft of ibvereigns, after the repeated 

instances you have experienced in Bri- 



I am, &c. H. Mowett* 

Wattrtown, Nov. 20. Laft Tuefclay 
a courier arrived here from the conti- 
nental army in Canada, with difpatche* 
for his Excellency the Commander in 
Chief, containing the following moft 
interefting intelligence,- viz* 
ExtraS of a letter from Gttural Mot?* 
gomtry to Gentral Washington* Jatid 
at the Camp near St.fotm's, AW. 3 4 

I have the pleafure to acquaint 



tain's long forbearance of the rod of you that the garriibn wrrendered laft 
correction, and the manifeft and pa- night ; this morning we take pofTeflion, 
temal exteftfion of her hands to em- 
brace again and again, have been re- 
garded as vain and nugatory; and in 
place of a dutiful and: grateful return 
to- yemr kingi and parent ftate, you 
have been guilty or the moft unpar- 
donable rebellion, fupported by the 



and to-morrow the prisoners will fee 
off. Inclofed you have the capitula- 
tion, which I hope will meet with your 
approbation, and that $f the Honour- 
able Continental Congrefs, 

Some priibners arrived who had 
been taksn in an action with G over- 
ly nor 
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aor Carleton at Longueil. He made 
an attempt to land with 34 boats full 
of men. Warner's detachment, con- 
fifting of the Green Mountain Boys 
and fecond regiment of Yorkers, re- 
pulfed them with great Iofs. This, I 
believe, is his Iaft effort. — Colonel 
Eafton and Major Brown, with that 
corps, and Mr. Livingfton with 1000 
Canadians, are gone towards the 
kiouth of the Sorrel, pufhtng Colonel 
Allen and M'Lean before them. 
M'Lean had fome Canadians with 
him, who were, by the point of the 
bayonet, forced into the fervice. You attacked the floop with fuch vigour, 



) 

Sept* 28. Received an account that 
Colonel Allen had engaged a body of 
the enemy near Montreal, was de- 
feated, and made prifoner. Firing 
flackens. 

Sept. 29. Firing increafed. 

Sept. 30. No firing on either fide. , 

0#. 1, 2, 3. Very little firing. 

0<2._4. A party of French, who 
had greatly aflifted us, entrenched 
themfelves on the eaft fide of the lake ; 
the enemy perceiving this entrench- 
ment, fent an armed floop with troops 
to drive them away ; but the French 



mav eafily judge how they will fight 
JournaltftbeSiegtofSt. John's. 
Sept. 17, 1775- The army at Ti- 
conderoga having received orders to 
proceed to Canada, and lay fiege to 
St. John's, embarked. 
• Stpt. 18. The enemy threw bomb?, 
but did no damage. We returned the 
falute ; ftruck a batteau and an armed 
fchooner. Received intelligence that 



they killed twenty of the men on 
board, and in a (nattered condition 
obliged her to return to St. John's. 

OB. 5, 6. Firing as ufual. 

OB. 7. The fame.— Nothing ma- 
terial till the 28th, when the main 
body of the army decamped from the 
South, and marched to the North 
fide of the fort under the command of 
G eneral Woofter. We were joined in 



Major Brown had had an engagement the evening by General Montgomery, 

With the enemy, and had taken eight and the fame night we began to throw 

waggons laden with provifidns for St. up a brcaft work (on an eminence 

f omVs> which entirely commanded the enemy's 



job 

Sept. 1$. Both fides quiet. 

Sept. 20. A batteau fent out by the 
enemy as a fpy, driven back by Capt. 



enemy i 
works) in order to erect a battery of 
cannon and mortars. This battery 
they kept continually pelting at with 



Douglas. Three horned and forty grape fhot and mells, but without do- 
fheep taken by our troops at Cham- ing us the leaft injury. 



blee. A ferjeant of the enemy going 
through the country in difguife, taken 
by three Women, and brought to the 
camp in a cart* Proves to be a fpy. 
Smart fire at night. 

Sept. 21. A party of the enemy re- 
pulftd in attempting to take fome cat- 
tle and hogs near Major Brown's 
camp. Four prifoners made. Ano- 



Ofi. 29. I went in the evening with 
200 men, and completed a battery 
within 250 yards of the fort. The 
fort kept a continual fire upon us all 
night. 

OB. 30. Four guns and fix mortar* 
were mounted in the battery. 

OB. 31. The army bufily employed 
in preparing for a cannonade, and an 



ther party of the enemy repulfed, and affault if neceiTary. This day we 

fixteen waggons laden with provifions, ~ * ~ ^ "" ~" -* — 

rum, brandy, &a for the garrifon, 
taken. Smart firing all night. Fi- 
nifliedour lines ofcircumvallation. 
• Sept. 22 and 23. Continual firing. 



Sept. t\i 25, 26, 27* The fame. 
Had only two men killed. 



received news that 700 of our men, 
near Longue Geel, about eighteen 
miles from hence, had repulfed Go- 
vernor Carleton, who intended to 
raife the fiege of St. John's, with 800 
men. Our Green Mountain Boys 
did this bufinefs. The Governor loft 
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25 m«a killed, and 50 wounded, be- whom they 'might have accefs to exa- 

fides feveral prifoners, among whom mine; and that whenever they chofe 

are two Indians. Carleton retreated to- renew hofriliries, they mould give 

to Montreal. a fignal, by firing a cannon without 

AW. t. Our gun and mortar bat- -ball* In the evening the above gen- 

tery 01 this fide, and the four gun tleman returned into oar camp, from 

batteries on the Eaft fide, kept an the fort, with the following articles of 

inceflant fire all day on the garrifon, capitulation : 1 

the garrifon kept up a very briflcfire. Articles of Capitulation propofed by Ma- 



in tne evening General Montgomery 
fent 2l flag into the fort, with a letter 
to Major Prefton, by one of the pri- 
foners taken at Longue Geel, inform- 
ing him of Carleton's defeat, and 
that he had now no longer any reafon 



to flatter himfelf with relief from that upon and figned. 



jor Charles Prefton for bis Majtfty's 
Fort of St* Join's, in tbe Province 
ef Canada, 

Article I. ALL adls of hofKlities 
(hall ceafe on both fides, till the arti- 
cles of capitulation (hall be agreed 



quarter, and that therefore to prevent 
the farther effufion of blood, which a 
fruitlefs «md obftinate defence would 
caufe, he recommended to him a fur- 
render of the fort. Major Preflon, in 
return to General Montgomery's let- 
ter, fent Capt. Stuart of the 26th, 
with a drum into our camp, that the 
General fhould have a full anfwer to 



Anfwer. Agreed. 

Art. IL The garrifon fhall be al- 
lowed the honours of war, and fuffered 
to proceed with their baggage and 
effects to the moft convenient port of 
America ; from thence to embark for 
Great-Britain, as foon as they fhall 
be furnifhed with tranfports and pro- 
vifions by his Excellency General 



Jiis letter in the morning, that in the Gage, or the Commander in Chief 
mean time hofliliues fhould ceafe on ofhis Majefty's troops in America. 



on 

both fides, 

Nov. 2. Capt. Stewart and Capt. 
Williams, of the Train, came abou; 
eight o'clock in the morning, with a 
flag into our camp, with an anfwer 
from Major Prefton to General Mont- 
gomery's letter of yeflerday, requeft- 
ing of the Qeneral to wait four days, 
to fee whether no relief could come to 
the garrifon in. that time, if not, that 
then they would make propofals for a 
furrender. . The General returned in 
anfwer, that from the advanced fea- 
fon of the year, he could nQt give, the 
garrifon the time it requefted, and 
th^t they niu(l immediately furrender 
prifoners of war jJ( otherwife that if any 



Anfw. The garrifon fhall march 
out with the honours of war ; this is 
due to their fortitude and perfcverance. 
The non-commiffioned officers and 
privates fhall ground their, arms on the 
Plain, fouth of the fort, and imme- 
diately embark on board fuch boats 
as fhall be provided for that purpofe : 
the officers fhall keep their fide arms, 
and their fire arms fhall be put up in 
a box, and delivered to them when 
thefe unhappy difputes are ended, if 
they do not choofe to difpofe of them 
before. 

The garrifon moil go to Connecti- 
cut Government, or fuch other Pro- 
vince as the Honourable the Conti- 
fatal confequences fhoujd enfue, from nental Congrefs fhall direct, there to v 



their needlefs defence in the weak 
flate they were iij, they mutt charge 
themfelves. with it. 

The General alfo referred them for 
the truth of Carleton's defeat, to ano- 
tfier Prifoner on bpard. of ogr Hoop, 



till our unhappy differences 
fhall be compromifed, or till they are 
exchanged. Our prifoners having 
been conftantly treated with a bro- 
therly affection, the effects of the gar- 
rifon fhall not be withheld from them. 
R % Art* 
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Art. JIJ. An eflfctf or quarter- for the gomfen.— The commaUcfing 
mailer from each corps ihall be allow- officer to fign and deliver the articles 
ed to pais to Montreal upon parole of of capitulation by fun-fee this evening. 
honour, there to tranfatt and fettle St. John's, (Signed) 
the bufineis of his refpeelive corps, New. 2, 1775. Charles PjCeston, 
and to bring up their baggage, doth- Major of the 26th regiment com- 
ing, and pay ; for which purpofe they manding at St. John's. 
ihall be furnifhed with cans and bat- Extrag of a Letter from an Officer of 



teaus.- 

Anfw. Agreed to in the fulieft lati- 
tude. 

Art. IV. The Canadian gentle- 
men, inhabitants and other peribns, 
refiding in this Province and now it 
St. John's, ihall be f permitted to re- 



the New-fork Forces, dated at St. 

JoMs, November 3, 1775. 

" I have the pleafure to inform 
you, that I had the honour of march- 
ing into, and taking poflefEon of this 
fbrtrefsi at the head of my company, 
and about 200 men from the different 



turn unmolefted to their respective corps of which our army is composed, 

homes, with their arms and baggage, about nine o'clock this morning, when 

and remain fecure in their property the garriibn, confifting of about 600 

and effects, men, marched out and grounded their 

Anjhv. Anfwerfed in the fecond ar- arms on the Plain, to the WeuVard 

tide— the Canadian gentlemen and jof the fort (agreeable to the terms of 

others, being part of the garrifon. the inclofed capitulation) and were 

Art. V The fick. and wounded immediately Embarked in batteaus for 

ihall be taken proper care of, and Captain Meab?s encampment, and 

permitted to join their refpe&ive corps, irom thence to be font under guard as 

or return to their respective homes, fbeedily as poffiUe for Ticonderoga, 

upon their recovery. Connecticut, or any other place whicfc 

Anjw. The fick and wounded ihall the Continental Congrefs may direct 



be taken care of by their own furgeons, 
and when recovered follow their re- 
fpeclive corps. 

Art. VI. As foon as the above ar- 
ticles fliall be figned, M^jor Prefton 
will deliver up the fort, with ^the am- 
munition, provifions, &cc. 

Afifw. To-morrow piorning at eight 
o'clock the garrifon will march out, 
having firfl collected their baggage and 



I raoft fincerely congratulate you on 
this raoft fortunate event, which, in 
my opinion, will be a moft fatal ftab 
to the helliuS machinations of the foes 
to freedom, as it will facilitate the 
reduction of Canada, and fecure the 
Canadians m our favour. We have 
taken in the fort a confiderable quan* 
tity of military fibres, among whkM 
are 17 pieces of excellent brais artil- 



effects together in a convenient place )txy, two of them 24 pounders, the 
for embarkation, -and leaving a guard rett of them field pieces, two- royal 
for its protection. The officers muA howitzers, ieveral mortars, cohorns, 
hf upon honour with refpect to their and a confiderable number of iroa 
baggage, for ihould any Canadian or cannon. There were in the garriibn 
others effect his efcape, his baggage about 500 regular troops j the reft 
fhall be given as plunder to the troops, were compofed of Canadian volun- 
The quarter-matter general, with pro- teers, among which are many of their 
per comnufTaries, will attend at eight ncjWeiTe, who, I believe, are (from 
o'clock to receive the artillery, am- 'appearance) on the ilool of repent- 
munition, naval ilores, fcc. Thede- aace." 

ferters from the Continental army, London, Dec. 17, 1775. 

ihall not be included iu the ftipulatkra . The Minifte« received this, day 

' ■. • • ' letter! 
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letters ftem Governor Tryon, con- Montreal, but Governor Carleton har- 
tkining an account of the furrender of ing notice of his clefign, and his force, 
the forts Chamblee and St. John's to beat his party, and took him prifoner. 
the Americans, under the command This expedition of Colonel Allen was 
of General Montgomery ; however an aft of his own, without orders from 
they did not pubbm any account in General Schuyler ; from whom, as 
the Gazette nil the 23d, when the well as others, he receives much cen- 
fbllowing appeared ; fure. If they had been informed of 

Whitehall, Pee. 23. This morn- it, they could have put him in a fitua- 
ing Brook Watfon, Efq; arrived at tion to have Succeeded. This letter 
Lord George Germaine's office from toews, that the attempt of Allen, was 
Quebec, with difpatches from Major no meafure of the American Con- 
General Carleton, dated Montreal, grefs. 

the 5th of November, containing in- General Carleton, finding Montreal 
telligence, that General Carleton, not tenable, abandoned it to the Pro- 
not being able to collect a force that vincials, who took pofleflion of it. He 
might be depended upon for the relief efcaped to Quebec, in an open boat, 
-of St. John's, the rebels had taken in the night. He got to Quebsc on 
advantage of the defection of the lower the 19th of November. Next day he 
elafe of Canadians to prefs forward wrote to England, byafhipwhich was 
their enterprize ; and that the forts of then under fail. The friends of go- 
Chamblee and St. John upon Richlieu vernment faid that the fubftance of his 

advices was that he had twelve hun- 
dred men ; but nine hundred of them 
were Canadian militia ; the reft Tai- 
lors, Maclane's emigrants, Sec. that 
he had provifions enough to lail him 
till the middle of May next, and ftores 
fufltcient. A party of Arnold's troops 



of Vfc 



river, the latter of which had flopped 
the progrefs of the rebels for above 
two months, had furrendered, and 
the garrifons were made prifoners 
Upon capitulation. 

By a letter from Lieutenant Go- 
vernor Cramahe, dated Quebec, No-» 

vcmber 9, it appears, that a party of had crofied the river ; fome went to 
• rebels, under the command of one the gates of the town, and huzzaed ( 
Arnold, had invaded the Province by others took poffeffion of the heights of. 
the way of the river Chaudiere j and Abraham, but being fired upon from 
that part of them were actually arrived, the ramparts, they all run away into 
and had taken poft at Point Levi op- the woods. The Lizard man of war 
jpofite to Quebec. Gazette, was arrived at Quebec from Bofton, 

« Mr. Watfon brought over, by or- but brought no men to General Carle- 
der of General Carleton, and lodged ton's afGftance. She was fent from 
in Pendennis Caftle in Cornwall, Co- Bofton to acquaint General Carleton 
ionel Ethan Allen, and others, who 
were made prifoners in an attempt to 
furprize Montreal. Allen was put in 
Irons. General Carleton did not fend 
any of the inhabitants of Canada, 
Only thofe who had invaded the Pro- 
vince, and' were made prifoners in 
the above attempt. 

A tetter from Ticonderoga, dated 
October 5; 1775, & vi *' " Colonel 
Allen with 3Q ofour men and 4.0 Ca- 
nadians* made an attempt to take 



that two companies of marines he had 
defired could not be fent 5 a council of. 
naval officers had refolved that the na- - 
vigafcon of the river St. Lawrence was , 
too hazardous at this feafon (Novem- 
ber.) 

So early as September laft, General 
Carleton found the general difpofitioA 
of the Province to be againft the mini- 
fby, therefore a fhip from England 
that had been fentnim with the fol- 
lowing ftores, viz. 10,000 ftands of 

arms, 
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*nns, clothing for 10,000 men, 500 
barrels of gunpowder, and a quantity 
of ball ; he ordered back to fail for 
England, leil they mould fall into the 
hands of the Provincials. She arrived 
at Portfmouth in England, December 

*&', 1775- 

There was a moil egregious blun- 
der in the doathing fent to Quebec ; 
it was defignei for 6cco Canadians, 
but when it was opened, inftcad of the 
warm blanket covering ufually worn ( 
there, it confitfcd of thin Cafimer 
cloLh, fit only fcr a very light fummcr 
drefs > part of it has been ient to Bof- 
ton. 
Ext rati of a Later from Quebec, 
AVi\ c. 

" There are about 500 Provincials 
arrived en Point Levi, oppofite to the 
town, by the way of Chaudiere acrois 
the woods. Surely a miracle muft have 
Jbeen wrought in their favour. It is an 
undertaking abo\e the common race 
of men in this debauched age. They 
have travelled thfeugh woods and bogs, 
and over precipices, for the fpace of 
one hundred and twenty miles, attend- 
ed with every inconvenience and dif- 
ficulty to be furmounted only by men 
of indefatigable zeal and induftry." 

General Carleton js gene to Que- 
bec ; but the Province is againft him. 
The Quebec aft has difpleafed nine- 
tenths of the inhabitants. Accuftom- 
ed as they have been to abfolute go- 
vernment, they abhor tyranny under 
the pretence and mafk of law. Lord 
Mansfield, is faid to have been the au- 
thor of this bill. The prefent mini- 
flers mufl long fince have abandoned 
their polls, if he had, not been their 
advifcr. In the fummer the king 
ivas told, he was reduced to this alter- 
native ; he muft part with his mini- 
fies or his Colonies. He has made 
his choice. He has kept his Minifters,, 
and loft America. 

£n Mcount rf the State of Quebec > \$c* 
at the end of November 1 775- 

THE detatchment which Genera^ 



Wafhington fent into Canada, umkr 
the command of Colonel Arnold, con- 
fifted originally of 800 men, but there 
not being fumciencyof proviiions, Co- 
lonel Arnold fent 300 back, and with 
the remaining 500 (one hundred of 
whom were rifle men) took the route 
of the rivers Kenebec and Chaudiere, 
.apart of the detachment marching by 
land on the bank of the river, and the 
reft were carried in batteaus ; their pro- 
grefswas flow, about five or ten mile* 
a day, as they were often obliged to 
cut their way through the w.pods, the 
batteaus keeping company with thenv 
on fhore, and at night encamping to r 
gether ; at thofe places where the bat- 
teaus could not proceed, they wer$ 
carried on the moulders of four men . 
They had a difficult and dangerous 
route, but bore it with ipirit and re- 
folution, and at laft reached Point 
Levi, oppofite Quebec. The. Cana- 
dians received them with great chear- 
fulncfs, and fupplied them with pror 
viilons. Their arrival at Point Levi 
was the firft notice the Governor of 
.Quebec had of their march. The Li- 
zard man of war anchored off the 
town, the Hornet floop of war between 
that and Wolfe's Cove, the Gafpee^ 
an armed fchooner, oppofite to it, and 
another armed fchooner higher up ; 
armed boats every night were flation- 
ed round, to prevent Colonel Arnold 
palling the river. He remained here 
Jour days, till the Canadians had got 
together boats enough for his purpole* 
fie croiTed at night, and the firit in- 
telligence which the mips of war re- 
ceived, was from an armed boat whom 
the Provincials haijed as they were 
going to land at WolfeVCove, and 
whom, on the boat's not anfwering, 
they fired at. The boat gave an alarm 
to tjie Lizard man of war, upon which 
a Lieutenant was difpatched, at twelve, < 
that night, with advice to the Go- 
vernor, though the delays at Quebec 
prevented his acquainting him with it 
till feven the next morning. Tf he Go- 
' - verno$ 
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Vernor immediately fummoned firft the 
merchants, and afked them if they 
would defend the town ? which they 
p-omifed him to do. He then fent 
for the officers of the militia, who gave 
Him the fame afTurance ; and laftly, 
the Captains of the merchant vcflels, 
who alfo promifed their afliftance. 
Upon which the gates were fhut, and 
preparations made for defence. Co- 
lonel Arnold, the next morning after 
his landing, formed his men not far 
from the town. About 300 of the 
garrifon marched out, with an appa- 
rent alacrity to attack him. The Co- 
lonel inftantlypnt his men in motion, 
in order to receive them ; upon which 
they retreated with precipitation. The 
gates were immediately fhut, that of 
St. John's with difficulty ; for whether 
by defign or otherwife, the keys were 
not to be found, and the faflening in 
fuch a fituation, that they were oblig- 
ed to procure handfpikes and ropes. 
This gate, which was the moll impor- 
tant, was under the command of the 
French militia. The fame diforder or 
defign was fo prevalent on the ram- 
parts, that they had not matches to 
fupply the guns, but were obliged to 
fend for them to the Lizard man of 
war. In all ^ probability, had Colo- 
nel Arnold attacked trie town, he 
would have carried it; but not having 
artillery, he deemed it moil prudent 
to wait for General Montgomery : 
He therefore contented himielf with 
encamping his army on the Heights, 

The 20th of November General 
Carleton arrived, having left Mon- 
treal in a dark night with about 60 
men ; they efcaped in boats, and got 
on board a brigantine, which brought 
them to Quebec. He could not have 
executed this defign in the day time, 
as the Provincials had erected batte- 
ries on each fide of the river, which 
effectually flopped the communication 
between Quebec and Montreal, and 
occaiioned orders being given to de- 
itroy two- armed fchooners, to prevent 



their falling into the hands of the rW* 
vincials. Montreal has capitulated, 
fo that all the Regulars are now pri- 
foners of war, with the ilores, except 
tHe gunpowder, which was pur oa 
board the fchooner. 

The Canadians are in general fa- 
vourable to the Americans, aid were 
of great ufb to General Montgomery 
in the taking St. John's and Cham- 
blee, by fupplying them with necei- 
faries. They receive them iuta their 
houfes, bring them proviiions, and 
feem well pleafed with their gueili- 
In return, the Provincials obferve an 
exact difcipline, and are Very careful ' 
in protecting the property of the inha- 
bitants. Thefe favourable fentimenta 
of the Canadians 19 the Provincials, 
arife from the great diflike they have ' 
to the Quebec act. Even the Bririlh 
merchants, though they have taken 
up arms, yet apparently act with re- 
luctance, being very ill difpofcd to- 
wards General Carleton, who has 
treated them with great coolnefs, pla- 
cing his confidence in the French no- : 
bleife. This conduct the General pur- 
fued on the firft reception of the newr, 
that the Provincials were entering Ca- 
nada. They went in a body to him, 
and requefted to be embodied ; he 
gave them no kind of anfwer, and 
perfifted in the fame dilpofition, when 
they a v fecond time made application' 
to him, after he had quitted Quebec 
to go to Montreal ; at lail Governor 
Cramahe embodied them, at the ap- 
proach of Colonel Arnold. 

That officer (Arnold) hath done 
nothing but ihewn himfelf before Que- 
bec; indeed the greatefl part of tne 
detachment are marched towards Mon- 
treal ; no attempt is therefore expect- 
ed to be made till the arrival of Gene- 
ral Montgomery. 

The garrifon of Quebec, when this 
account came away, corJifled of 36 

of * — () 60 of Carleton's men, 

partly French, partly Engliih, $0 if 
Al'Lesui's new-railed corps, 300 

mer- 
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Irtercfcants and their fervants, 300 
Canadians, and 350 failors 5 the two 
former irrefolute, already difgufted 
with the fervice, and greatly com- 
plaining of ,the fatigue, the failors 
therefore are the people to be depend- 
ed upon. The inhabitants will not 
moft probably chufe to fuftain a fiege, 
as by a furrender they will fecure their 
effetts, which by an opposition they 
will run the rifque oflofing ; and there 
is not the leaf! probability of the mer- 
chants being able to fupport the fatigue 
of defending and the Canadians are 
too much friends to the Provincials 
warmly to oppofe them ; the failors, 
on whom the only reliance can be 
placed, are not fufficiently numerous 
to preferve the town, when the wiflies 
of the inhabitants will be for a furren- 
der. Though General Carleton is a 
man of the greateft intrepidity, and 
hehas the afliftance of Colonel M'Lean, 
yet he appears greatly chagrined at 
affairs turning out fo contrary to his 
expectations, that it evidently preys 
on his fpirits. 

The expectations from Colonel 
M'Lean are entirely vaniflied.; he was 
deferted by his people at the river So- 
rel, and obliged to fly with 80 men 
to Quebec with great expedition. The 
Highlanders he enlifted were fo few as 
riot to be worth mentioning j there 
Were about one hundred came from 
the ifland of St* John's trading to 
Quebec, but who have not entered as 
fpldiers j and from thence on the ex- 
pectation that they would, enlift, I 
fuppofe the report arofe of his having 
raifed a regiment of them : but fo far 
from enlifling Highlanders in our fer- 
vice, I am informed, from good au- 
thority, that the Provincials have now 
a regiment of Highlanders in, their 
pay, confiding of 800 men, all volun- 
teers. 

It is very probable that Quebec may 
not be taken till the month of Janu- 
ary, except General Montgomery 
fends down his artillery by water ; 'he 



cannot t& conveniently bring it dWrt 
by land till the frofts fet m. The 
cold is indeed fevere, but his people 
are inured to it, and as the country 
about Quebec is very populous, and 
the inhabitants friendly, he will find 
good quarters in the neighbourhood of , 
the town, which with the weaknefs ! 
of the garrifon, and the divifions ift 
the place, there is little doubt of the j 
Provincials being maflers t>f it. I 

. The behaviour of General Mont- 
gomery to his prifoncrs was much ap- 
plauded, but there had letters patted 
between General Carleton and him; 
wherein he complained of the treat- 
ment of thofe taken at Montreal, and 
that he hoped that General Carleton 
would not put him under the neceffity 
of (hewing the fame. 

There is a regiment in the interior 
parts of Canada, at Niagara, Detroit, 
&c. which, if they have not provifions; 
muft come in and furrender. 

New-York, Dec. 7, 177;. 
On the 10th of laft month General 
Montgomery crofled the river from 1 
La Prairie to St. Paul's ifland, where 
he was hofpitably received by the in- 
habitants ; and the next day he land- 
ed upon the ifland of Montreal, at a 
place about a mile from the city, upon 
which the inhabitants, the miniiterial 
troops having all abandoned it with 
Governor Carleton, fent out a flag of 
truce. The General required theni 
to furrender within four hours, which 
not being complied with> he marched 
into the fuburbs, when they were 
kindly entertained by the people* 
and upon articles of capitulation being 
agreed to in the evening, the follow* 
ing morning, after the guards were 
relieved, the army took pofleflion of 
the city. * 

Articles of Capitulation madt and extend 
into bet-ween Richard Montgomery* 
Efq\ Brigadier General of the Conti' 
nental Armf, and the Citizens and 
Inhabitants of Montreal, refrefenttd 
by the Subfcribers, John Porteous, 

Pierre 
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Pierre Panet, John Blake, Pierre 
-Maziere, James Finlay, St. George 
Dupree, James Mac Gill, Louis 
-Carrignant, Richard Huntly, Fran* 
cis Mathiot, Edward William Grey, 
and Pierre Guy, duly elecledfor that 
purpofe. 

Article I. THAT the citizens and 
inhabitants of Montreal, as well in- 
i dividuals as religious orders and com- 
m unities, without any excepti ons , 
fhdl be maintained in the free pof- 
feffion and enjoyment of their rights, 
goods, and effects, moveable and im- 
moveable, of what nature foever they 
may be. 

Article II. That the inhabitants, 
French and Englifti, fhall be main- 
tained in the free exercife of their reli- 
gion. 

Article III. * That the trade in ge- 
neral, as well within the Province as 
in the upper countries and parts be- 
yond the feas, fhall be carried on 
freely as heretofore, and paiTports 
fhall be granted for that purpofe. 
. Article IV, That pafTports (hall alfo 
be . granted to thole who may want 
them, for the different parts of this 
Province, or elfewhere, on their law- 
ful affairs. 

Article V. That the citizens and 
inhabitants of the town and fuburbs 
of Montreal fhall not be compelled, 
on any pretence whatfoever, to take 
up arms againft the Mother Country, 
nor to contribute in any manner to- 
wards carrying on war againft her. 



Article IX. That no inhabitants of 
the country, or favages, (hall be per- 
mitted to enter the town, until the 
commandant mall have taken pofTef- 
fion, and provided for the fecurity 
thereof. 

Montreal, 1 2th Nc*v, 1 775* 
John Porteous, John Blake, Jame* 
Finlay, P. Panet, Carrignant, 
St. George, Dupree, R. Huntly, 
Edward Wm. Grey, James Mac 
Gill, Mathiot, Meziere, Guy, 
I do hereby certify that the above 
articles were prefented to me, to 
which I have given the following an- 
fwer : 

The city of Montreal having nei- 
ther ammunition, artillery, troops, 
nor provifions, and having it not in 
their power to fulfil one article of the 
treaty, can claim no title to a capitu- 
lation. 

The continental army have a gene- 
Yous difdain of every aft of opprefHon 
and violence : they are come for the 
exprefs purpofe of givirng liberty and 
fecurity. The General, therefore, 
engages his honour to maintain, in 
the peaceable enjoyment of their pro- 
perty of every kind, the individual* 
and religious communities of the city 
of Montreal* 

The inhabitants, whether Englifh, 
French, or others, fhall be maintained 
in the free exercife of their religion. 

The prefent unhappy contention 
between Great-Britain and her Colo- 
nies, puts it out of his power to en- 



Article VI. That the citizens and g a g e f or freedom of trade to the mo- 



inhabitants of the town and fuburbs, 
or any other part of the country, who 
have taken up arms for the defence of 
this Province, and are taken prifoners, 
fhall be fet at liberty. 
. Article VII. That the courts of 
juftice fhall be eftablifhed for the de- 
termination of property, and that the 
judges of the faid courts fhall be elect- 
ed hy the people. 

Article VIII. That the inhabitants 
of the town fhall not be fubjetted to 
lodge troops. 



ther country, nor can he make a ge- 
neral promife of panports ; as far as it 
mayconfift with the fafety of the troops 
and the public good, he ihall be happy 
to promote commerce, and for that 
purpofe promifes to grant pafTports for 
the upper countries when required. 

The General hopes to fee fuch a 
provincial virtuous convention aiTem- 
bled, as will enter with zeal into every 
meafure that can contribute to fet the 
civil and religious rights of this and 
S her 
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her fitter Colonies on a permanent 
foundation. He promifes forhimfelf, 
that he will not compel the inhabitants 
of the town to take up arms againft 
the mother country, Or contribute to- 
wards the expence of the prefent war. 

The Continental army came into 
this Province for its protection ; they, 
therefore, cannot confider their oppo- 
fers as taking up arms for its defence. 

It is not in the General's power to 
engage for the return of prifoners. 
Motives of humanity will induce him 
to ufe his intereft for their return to 
th«ir families, provided it can be done 
without endangering the public fafety, 



134 ) 

being half leg deep in mire. It muft 
be obferved, that a party was Ration- 
ed at Point Sorrel, and another at Le^ 
Chien ; in hopes of intercepting* 
Carleton and his adherents. That 
the fchooner and galley which were 
funk before St. John's had been raifed 
by Captain Cheefeman, with a party 
of 300 men ; and neither of them 
have received much damage, the 
fchooner had her ftern pott knocked 
off, nine ftiot through her hull, and 
three in her matt, and the galley 
about five in her hull. 

Inconfequenceofthe liberality, iayi 
a writer in one of the London prints, 



Speedy meafures'fhall be taken for fhewn by General Montgomery to 
ettablifhing courts of juttice upon the the inhabitants of Montreal, the rid- 



moft liberal plan, conformable to the 
BritAih conftitution. r 

The inhabitants mall not be bur- 
thened with troops, but when neceflity 
requires it, of which neceflity the Ge- 
neral mutt be judge. 

The inhabitants of the counijy, and 
lavages, (hall not enter the town till 
the guards are potted. 

To-morrow morning, at nine o* 
dock, the Continental troops mall 
take poiTeflion of the recollects gate ; 



zens of Quebec refolved to furrender. 
They reflected, that by a iiege they 
fhould rifk their property ; and by a 
prudent furrender, they faw they 
fhould preferve it. Accordingly, on 
the firft of December, 1775, Quebec 
capitulated, or rather furrendered, to. 
Colonel Arnold, on the fame condi- 
tions that Montreal had done to Ge- 
neral Montgomery. The whole Pro- 
vince of Canada (except a few of the 
nobleffe, who, like fome of our nobles, 



the proper officers mutt attend with were endeavouring to be tyrants) ex- 
the keys of all public ttores, upon the prefs thegreatett fatisfaftion and joy, 



quarter-matter-general, at nine o' 
clock, at the recollects gate. 

This engagement is underftood, 
and declared to be binding on any fu- 
ture commanding officer of the Con- 
tinental troops that may fucceed me 
in this dittricl. 
Mcn'real, AW. Richard Montgomery. 

12, I775 



at the change of matters. They call 
it a revolution from heaven in their 
favour. The Americans fay, the 
Canadians would never have joined 
them, had they not been irritated 
againtt the Engliih minittry by - the 
Quebec Aft, which they rnott utterly 



abhorred and detefted. The name of 

Brigadier- General of Lord Mansfield (the author of that 

the Continental Army. Aft) is more odious, if poffihje, in 

Canada, than in England. This Aft 

General Montgomery, finding there was fucceeded by a new Com million 



was great plenty of woollens at Mon- 
treal to be fold at a reafonable rate, 
he refolved to give his foldiers new 
cloaths, they having fufFered much by 
the feverity of the climate, ■" which 
they fubmitted to with patience and 
resolution ; particularly in their, march 
from St. John's to Montreal, the ioad 



to General Carleton ; the moft ex- 
travagant (and perhaps illegal) Com- 
miffion^ ever given to any Governor.. 
The Canadians were alarmed at it. 
They faid,' that by thefe two inftru- 
ments they were made flaves for even 
They had nothing they could call 

their 
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freir own. It was a tyranny, they 
faid, beyond what the moil abfolute 
and defpotic monarch had ever defired. 
They therefore, fecretly at firft, in* 
vited their fellow fubjecls of the other 
Colonies, who they faw were refilling 
the like inuruments of oppreffion, to 
Come and aflift them, " For their 
caufe was one" They not only con- 
duced the two armies commanded by 
General Montgomery and Colonel 
Arnold, but fubfiftcd, lodged, and 
Comforted them; helped them all in 
their power ; carried their cannon, 
&c. to St. John's; carried Arnold's 
army over the river St. Lawrence, 
notwithstanding the Lizard, Hornet, 
(jafpee, and two other armed vefTels, 
and all their boats were Rationed to 
prevent it. When General Carleton 



of, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 
PHILIP SCHUYLER." 



The following accounts of the ftate of 
Canada before it was jnvaded by 
the Britim.Americans, have been 
recommended as worthy of prefer- 
vation. 
An ExtraS of a Letter from Quebec, 
dated (Xff. i, 1775. 
" The Governor and Legiflative 
Council of this Province have been 
aftembled ; but, after feveral meet- 
ings, have not been able to agree up- 
on any ordinances. Monfieur St. Luc 
La Come and others of the councilors ; 



would not hear of juries, but innfted 

on following the letter of the Quebec 

Act. The Governor fuddenly broke 

Found that the inhabitants of Quebec up the Council, and fet off for Mon- 

Would not defend the town, but infift- treal. On his way there every at- 



ed upon furrendering it, he went on 
board one of the fhips, which got un- 
der fail directly, and went down the 
river as faft as poflible. 
fcfry of a Letter from bis Excellency 

General Schuyler , to a Gentleman at 

dlbany. 

TiconderagOy AW. u, 1 775. 

** You will be pleafed to commu- 
nicate to the Committee of the city 
and county of Albany, the further 
Caccefs of our arms. — General Mont- 
gomery poflefied himfelf of Montreal 
on the 13th infl. — Colonel Arnold, is 
arrived at Quebec, fo that in all pro- 
bability the entire province of Canada, 
as formerly limited, will be in our 
pofTemon foon, if not already : events 
which, I hope, will have a tendency 
to bring the miniftry of our fovereign 
to reafonable terms. 

. That heaven may again, and 
fpeedily, re-unite us in every bond of 
affection and intereft ; that the Britifh 
empire may become the envy and ad- 
miration of the univerfe, and flourifh 



tempt was made to induce the Cana- 
dians to «join him. Arms for 200Q 
men were fent up by land, and am- 
munition in proportion, to arm thofc 
Canadians who fhauld join him on 
the road. And reports enme down to 
this place, that he had nor arms 
enough for the numbers that had join- 
ed him. But all this would not make 
the Canadians about Quebec ftir. At 
one time St. John's was faid to be in- 
verted by 5000 Provincials ; then it 
Was faid they were retired ; then the 
river Chambly (that is, Richlicu or 
Soril) was faid to be fuU of them, 
and that they were fu^ti \g circular 
letters about the country ; then Mon- 
treal was faid to* be furrounded by 
them ; in ftiort, not a fingle report 
could be depended on. We however 
learnt at lail that -Jeremiah Duggrm 
and young Livingfton (who are iet- 
tled on the river Chambly) that is, 
Richlieu or Soril, had joined them 
with 150 Canadians, and that he had 
nearly taken the Governor prifbmr, 
as alio Lord Pitt. And foon after, 



until the Omnipotent Mailer thereof unexpectedly, and all on a fudden, 
{hall be pleafed to put his fiat on all Lady Maria Carleton's paflage was 
earthly empires; is the fincere wiih S 2 take* 
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taken on board one of the veflels in 
the harbour, and me fet off in two 
days with her family 'for England. 
The fortifications of this town were 
ordered to be put into an Immediate 
flate of defence ; a barrier gate built 
on the hill which divides the upper 
town of Quebec. from the lower; every 
avenue ftockaded ; feveral large vef- 
fels taken into the government's fer- 
vice, pierced and mounted with can- 
non ; .an embargo laid on all fhipping 
by proclamation ; the faildrs taken to 
man the mips of war, and for other 
fervices ; fuch as erecting batteries and 
the like. And Lord Pitt, and others, 
took their paflage for England. This 
ftruck every one with amazement, as 
we did not know which way to look 
for the attack, every motion made by 
die Provincials being kept a fecret 
from us. In this general apprehenfion 
many fell to packing up their goods ; 
others made preparations to move out 
of town; fome talked of making a 
good defence, others a good capitula- 
tion. However, juft in the midft of 
this defponding fitoation (when the 
communication between St. John's 
and Montreal was cut off, and the 
enemies had appeared about La Prairie, 
and even at La Chine) the laft poll 
brought us news from Montreal, that 
Jeremiah Duggan had croffed the ri- 
ver at Long Point with fome of that 
bandittj > and Colonel Allen at the 
head, and fome Canadians, and had 
marched towards Montreal ; but that 
the people of Montreal had by fome 
chance received intelligence of their 
approach, and that thereupon the 
Englifh inhabitants of that town, with 
a tew Canadians, had immediately 
turned out to oppofe them; and that 
Major Campbell had headed the par- 
ty ; and that they had met with the 
others, and given them battle near 
Colonel Chriitie's farm. Duggan 's 
people were pretty ftiff ; but the Ca- 
nadians, who were with them, left 
tfcem, and took to a bam. Our peo- 



ple, however, got the better, and 
took Allen prifoner, with thirty or 
forty of tliis banditti. But Duggan 
fet off before the rout, and made his 
efcape. Captain Cardon was wound- 
ed, and foon died of the wound. 
Alexander Paterfon was wounded in 
the belly. Duggan had given his fol- , 
lowers reafon to expect that, when 
they had croffed the River, all the 
Canadians would join them. He 
promifed them is. 3d. per diem, and 
the plunder. It is lamentable to 
thinly of the Province b^ng thrown 
into this diflra&ed Hate, with an entire 
flop to trade." 

Extract of another Letter from Quebec, 
dated Oft. 1, 1775. 
" After the taking of Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point by the Provincials 
by furprize, about May laft, and the 
fubfequent incuriion into the Province 
near St. John's, by a fmall party of 
the Provincials under one Allen, Go- 
vernor Carleton, who was then at 
Montreal, fent forward all the troops 
he could fpare, to entrench themfelves 
at St. John's in the flrongefl manner 
they could, under the direction of 
Mr. Marre, engineer. He at the 
fame time fent down to Quebec for all 
the fhip carpenters that could be got ; 
and a number of them went up, un- 
der the direction of Captain Zachary 
Thompfon, to build veiiels and craft 
to replace thofe that were loft upon 
Lake Champlain ; and it was expect- 
ed by every one, that they could be 
ready to be launched about the end of 
Augufl ; and that if the Canadians 
could be railed, an expedition would 
be attempted to retake thofe forts. 
Upon this occafion, every invention 
that could be imagined was made ufe 
of to get the Canadians to rife : but 
the appointment of feveral officers that 
had formerly been in the pay of the 
French king, and of fome very young 
men, mere flriplings, to the com- 
mand of the Militia, was fo difagree- 
able to them, that none of them would 

entift. 
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enlift. They well remembered the give no quarter to Canadians or In* 

treatment they had received from fuch dian> ; but that appearing fo impoli- 

gentry before the conqueft, and there- tic, it was fcon contradicted. Some 

fore "defired that Englilhmen might time after a fkirmifh happened, but 

be appointed to command them ; and the circumftances of the Canadians 

upon thefe youths threatening them having taken arms, was not true. At 

to return with foldiers to force them to laft the Indians began to be trouble- 

a compliance, they rofe in bodi<& of fome, and were entirely ufelefs. 
twelve and fifteen hundred men, arm- The Governor* therefore, finding 

ed with all kinds of inflruments, and all his efforts to be in vain to enable 



and 

the 
the 



him to fu!al his engagements, 
give proof of his inriuence over 
Canadians through his friends, 
nobleife of the Province, was obliged 
to have recourie to the Englith, who 
had been represented as few in num- 
ber, of little confequen.ee, and not 



were determined to be cut to pieces 
rather than fubmit ; and the Governor 
was obliged to appeafe them. 

The two Frafers, Captain Nairne, 
and Captain fecuyer, were employed 
to prevail on them to rife about and 
below the town of Quebec, but to no 

purpofe; fo fixed was the determina- worthy of even the notice, and much 
rion of neutrality throughout the Pro- lefs of the protection, of government." 
vince. Extras of another Letter from Z>uc£ec, 

Colonel Claus and Colonel Johnfon daied Oflober 25. 

arrived at Montreal by the way of " Amongtl the many groundlek 
Dfwego with fome Moha\vk Indians, reports whicn were daily fprcad about 
who, with fome other nations of In- in the Province curing the lail fpring 
dians who- had been fent for, and and fummer, there have been feveraj 
came down about the fame time, made relating to Mr. Walker, of Montreal. 
up the number of about ^ooperfons, The friends of the Qu;bec biJl were 
men, women, and children, of whom exafperated againfl him for his fpirited 
about 300 were fighting men. Upon conduct on the committee that drew . 



the arrival of thefe Indians, the Ca- 
nadians were tried again, and fundry 
and terrible falfe alarms were fpread. 
This occafioned fome few of them to 
turn Out as volunteers, with fome In- 
dians, to. reconnoitre, and they fell in 



up the petitions to parliament again tt 
it, that they began to pun his ruia. 
When theCongrefs fent their foil ad- 
drefs to] the Canadians, and Mr. Cu- 
fhions, (an o d and particular ac- 
quaintance of Mr. Walker's when he 



with other reconnoitring parties, and refided at Bolton) fent him a packet of 

fkirmifhes enfued, which were mag- them, printed in French, to diilribute, 

nified to an incredible degree. At Mr. Walker made no fecret of his hav- 

laft fome Indians, who had taken an ing received this packet, as we had 

empty battoe while the people were long before received that addrefs in 

aihore, got wounded as they were the news-papers, and tranflated copies 

getting away with it. That fickened of it had been handed about the coun- 

them. However, they mot one of try by the French themfelves. How- 

the party alhore, and then, waiting at ever, Rouvilie and Cugnet took occa- 



fome diitance till the reft of the party 
were gone, they went amore and cut 
his head off, and brought it to Mon- 
treal. By the papers in his pocket, it 
appeared to be Captain Baker/ It 
was then reported, that he had in- 
Jlructions from General Schuyler to 



fion from it to tell tue Governor in 
public at his table, that Mr. Walker 
correfponded with theCongrefs: And 
when that fhameful infult, of which 
I fent you an account, was offered to 
his M-ijefcy'a' marble buit at Montreal, 
on the day on which the Qj^oeu ad 

took 
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took place, mention was again made 
Of Mr. Walker by hisenemies,^as hav- 
ing a concern in that odious SufmeTs. 
But fortunately (if I can with propriety 
fayfo) for him in that matter, he was 
at" that- time, and hi.d been for feme 
d-ys before, very ill with the rhsuma- 
tifm, under the care of Dr. Beaumont. 
Cne day Rouville got into a difpute 
with him and others in the market in 
Montreal. What the difpute began 
upon, it is not material, but Rtfuville 
would fupport this pofition, <j>ui le rot 
eft M&itrc, that is, that the king is 
mailer, or that his will mull always be 
complied with. Mr. Walker faidvery 
coolly, " that with regard to Mon- 
fleilr de Rouville it might be fo, as he 
cat of his Majefty's bread; but, faid 
he, I -deny that the, king is my matter. 
I refpect him as my lawful fovereign 
and Vng, and am ready to pay due 
obedience to his lawful commands ; but 
(cannot acknowledge him formymafter 
While I Irve by my own induflry. When 
I* receive p*y from him, I will ac- 
knowledge him for my matter." Rou- 
ville immediately wrote to the Gover- 
nor an account of : this converfation, 
and added, that he had made no re- 
ply to Mr. Walker: And in a few days 
he received an anfwer from the Go-, 
vernor, which he (hewed to feveral 
perfons at Montreal, in which the Go- 
vernor commends his prudence, and 
promifes not to forget him. And ac- 
cordingly he was loon after named for 
one ot the judges of Montreal, to the 
great furprize and aftonifhment of all 
the French inhabitants, who had con- 
ceived an ill opinion, and a ftrong dif- 
like, of him from his behaviour in the 
ctfite of ajudge, of fomc kind or other, 
many years ago in the time of the 
French government. This Mr. Rou- 
ville is remarkable' for taking e\ery 
opportunity (as he fpeaks a little Eng- 
lish) to throw himfclf in the way of the 
Englim inhabitants of Montreal, in 
craer to pick up what tales he can, to 
lend thtm up to the Governor : And 



this has been fo'welljcnown to be hi* 
praflice that many perfons have amu- 
fed themfelves with leading him into 
mifhkesj by opciv'ng- their' letters in 
his prefence at t!v.. toit-ofHce, (where 
he was always fure to be) and, mtn-i 
tioning things as if they read them in. 
the letters, and of which not a' word 
was faid in them. And it was while 
Mr. Rouville was thus upon the hunt 
for private anecdotes aiViOiigft the Eng- 
lim inhabitants of Montreal, that Mr, 
Walker fell into the above difpute with 
Kim. This difpute, together with 
many invectives from fomc of the mili- 
tary gentlemen, who were particular- 
ly fevere, and gave themfelvtc many- 
airs, ftyling the memben of our com- 
mittee, that prepared the petitions to 
parliament, rebels, am! conftru.-ng our 
diflike of the Quebec bill in'.o a ipiric 
ofoppofition to government, and de- 
claring that they hoped every moment 
to receive orders to take us up j I fay, 
the converfations of this kind, which 
were frequently heard (though chiefly 
indeed among the young and inconsi- 
derate) yet iiad ib ugly an appearance, 
and fo bad a tendency, that they de- 
termined yir. Walker, in* the month 
of May, to go to his country houfe at 
Alfumption to the Pot-Afh works. 
which he had erected there, and amufe 
himfelf with thofe, and with his farm, 
merely for the fake of being out of the 
way of fuch converfations, and out of i 
the reach of the calumny of his ene^ 
mies. But all would not do; for it 
would be impoffible in the fpace of a 
letter to relate the many artful reports 
that have been fpread to fet his fellow- 
citizens againil him, that he might 
with the greater eafe be made a facri- , 
fice to their refentment. One time it . 
was reported that packets of letters to 
him and others had/been intercepted, 
which were anfwers to letters Wrote by 
him ; at another that letters from him 
had been taken ; then that two Cana- 
dians were taken up and in prifpn, who . 
had brought letters for him from the 
fouthward ; 
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foathward ; then that he had been and then he, With Mrs. Walker, wert 

over the river with the Provincials, obliged to make their efcape from the 

Once it was aflerted here that he and flame* out of a garret window naked « 

two other perfons were taken up and and thus he fell into the foldiers hands, 

Irnprifoned, and that three more per- who then, itisfaid, fell upon him and 

fons at Quebec were foon to be fo ; beat him unmercifully. They carried 

then it was faid that he had quitted the him in a battoe to Montreal, where 



Province, and afterwards that he was 
fortifying himfelf, Mr. John Bond- 
field, having bufinefs up th« country, 
called on him at Aflumption, and men- 
tioning tfcefe reports, and that we had 



he was immediately put into very heavy 
irons, and no candle, or pen, ink, 
and paper were allowed him. Mr. 
John Porteous was permitted to fee 
him, being a correfpondent of Mr, 



publicly contradicted them at Quebec, John Strettel of London, who is alfo 

xt was the firil time he had heard of Mr. Walker's friend and correfpon- 

theni ; for he had not been eafier or dent ; and he obtained a candle for 

quieter for \ long while, as he faw him to read by. The poft-man, who 

nobody but his own people, and amu- brought the firfr. news, faid that the 

fed himfelf on his farm, and with read- Canadians, who were taken in the 

ing. But as things grew worfe and aclion near Montreal, on the 25 th of 

worfe, and our military preparations September againft Allen's and Jerry 

went on with vigour (fo that thofe who Duggan's party, when they were exa- 

did not carry fire and fword in words mined concerning the reafons of their 

and anions were fufpefted of favour- enterprize, and were afked how they 

iog the Provincials) nothing was talk- could think to take Montreal with fo 

ed of but parties of men to take up fmall^a body of men, had replied, 

people j and on thefe occafions Mr. " that Duggan had affured them that 

Walker!s name was always uppermoib all the Canadians were in his intereft; 



And at laft, on the 7th of October the 
pelt-man brought the news, that juft 
as he left Montreal, Mr. Walker had 
been brought in there a prifoner ; that 
General Carleton had fent out in the 
night, with the greatell fecrecy, an 



that they had doubtlefs heard of Mr, 
Walker; and that he was to join then! 
with four or five hundred men." Now 
Duggan might artfully have faid all 
this to the Canadians without any 
foundation whatfoever, in order to en- 



oifccex and thirty foldiers from Mon- courage them, and keep up their fpi- 

treal, who were to receive their orders rits. But, be that as it may, not a 

on their arrival at acertain place ; and fyllable tranfpired, nor could anything 

tha* thefe orders were to take him and be learnt concerning the grounds on 

bring him to town (as the officer faid) which fueh a ftep was taken from that 

dead or alive. They accordingly fur- day until two days ago, when a gen- 



rounded hU houfe juft about day-* 
hpeak, and fummoned hinvtafurren- 
der ; on which he flew to his arms, 
chppfing rather the lofs of life than to 
fuffer what he thought he might expect 
from the foldiery when employed on 
fiich an errand in fuch troublefome 



tie man in the fervice of government 
was heard to fay he had rutt evidence 
enough to convift, him, and to men- 
tion at the fame time the depoiition of 
Mr. Walker's own negro wench, who 
fwears that a Captain of the Provin- 
cials dined with Mr. Walker the day 



times a* thefe. He defended himfelf before the action near Montreal, and 



a long while with great courage, and 
x^punded the officer and a fokiier or 
tWQ. At laft, finding they could not 
get at him, they fet are to the ^pule, 



relates fome of the conversation that 
then pafled at table. Others fay there 
is certain proof that he had a number 
of Canadians ready te joi» the Provtn- 

ciai<« 
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rials. But thi» I never will believe new arrangements of government un- 
until I fee it proved by good undoubt- der the Quebec bill, met with a ge- 
ed teflimpny ; for had that been the , neral difapprobation. Not to men- 
cafe, nothing could have prevented tion the Englifti inhabitants (who 
their fucceeding. And as to that Pro- could not but diflike it, as it was to- 
vinclal Captain's having been at Mr. tally different from what they had ex- 
Walker's on the day before the action, * pected and applied for) the Canadians 
as is faid, it feems to me, that if that in general were cfifpleafed with it; and 
report is true, it affords a itrong proof declared that it was not at their defire 
in Mr. Walker's favour, that, infiead or folicitation that it was pafled ; and 
qf complying with the Captain's re- that they had not been, made acquaint- 
queil to johvhim with the Canadians ed with the Petition which was pre- 
under his influence (for that we mull fented to the King from a few perfons 
fuppofe to have been the Captain's er- in the Province, and was made the 
rand) he difapproved and declined the ground of palling it. They faid, that 
propofaL the perfons who had figned that Peti- 
A worthy and very fenfible gentle- tion . conliAed principally of their an- 
mari of this place (Quebec) who has tient oppreflbrs, their noblelTe, who 



been for fome time pail at Montreal, 
and returned from thence fince Mr. 



wanted nothing more than, as for- 
merly, to domineer over them ; and 
Walker was taken up, cannot give they exclaimed againfl them bitterly 
the lead creait to any one of the re- on that account ; but intimated that 
ports that are circulated there to his they had better take care of them- 
prejudice; nor can he, for his life, felves, and not be too forward to put 
imagine on what grounds the Gover- their intentions into execution. The 
nor goes on in this violent profecution lawyers and notaries, and fuch of the 
of him. His lofs muft be very great citizens as had been induced to fign 
by the burning of his houfe, itore, pot- that Petition (or rather had been 
afh; books, &c. befides the cruel, ig-, atraid to refufe to fign it, for fear of 
nominicus treatment' of him, rarely being pointed' at by the friends to 



executed on felons until convicled* 
Extra<3 of another Letter from ^uelec 3 
dated AW. 9, 1775. 
" Lieutenant Governor Cramahe 
told Mr. Mac Aulay of this place, a 
few days ago, in great anger, " that 
it was our damn'd committees that 
had thrown the Province into its pre- 
fent (late, and prevented the Cana- 
dians from taking arms ; but that he 
fhould hear more of that hereafter. " 
By thefe words we prefume we are to 



fuch meafures) almoit unanimouily 
declared their difapprobation and dii- 
like of the act of parliament, more 
efpecially when the appointments of 
the members of jhe new council came 
to be made, and it was found that 
none but the nobleffe, orthofe who 
had the Croix de Saint Louis, were 
appointed to it, without a fingle per- 
fon taken from the commercial part 
of the French inhabitants of the Pro- 
This, with the giving* half- 



underftand, that if they had power in pay to a fet of French officers who had 
their hands to enforce their authority, ferved on a batton expedition againfl 



a itar-chainber would be erected to 
harrafs thofe who might differ in opi- 
nion from them, or might make any 
attempts, by future applications to 
the throne, for a redrefs of their griev- 
ances, for we are told that all meet- 



the Indians in General Munay's time> 
and the appointment of Moniieur de 
Rouville for one of the judges at Mon* 
treal, and of Claude Panet for Que- 
bec, (who has his dole every day be- 
fore twelve o'clock) with lalaries, as 



ings are illegal by martial law. The it is given out, of 700I. a year each, 

and. 
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Ana*, infhort, the wantonly and pro- Extraa of another letter from Qudec, 
fufely inventing places for creatures dated No<v. o, 177c. 
and fycophants, with which the Go- " The Canadian inhabitants of 
vernor was continually furrounded, this Province openly avow their afFec- 
has given great difguft. It is indeed tion to the Engliih manners and cuf- 
alarimng to think how all this money toms, and declare that they never wifh 
was to be raifed A very little mat- to live more quiet or more happy than 
ter would have induced the Canadians they have done fince the commence- 
to unite in a body to petition for a re- ment of the. civil government. Indeed 
peal of the aft. But no one cared to it is furprifing to fee how much they 
itep forth, and fet forward any mea- have flourifhed and increafed in riches 
fureofthat kind, through the fear of within thefe few years, by meeting 
the ill treatment, which they might with fo good a market for their pro- 
be made to fuffer in confcquence of duce. This is owing to the great 
having done fo, now that the Go- fpirit of fpcculation-trade that prevails 
Vernor's authority is fo extenfive, and amongft the Englifh merchants here 
partly through the hope that we con- and their friends at home, and cannot 
tinually entertained of hearing from in any degree be attributed to the 
England of the repeal or amendment French merchants, who have nothing 
of it. Peter Panet, of Montreal, f the fpirit of trade in them. This 
■(who is brother to the other, but quite flourilhing ftate of the Province, fince 
another fort of man) had every reafon the eftabliihrnept of the Engliih laws 
'to expeft to be made a judge, if any in it, makes the Canadians fond of 



of the French were to be made fo 
He is really very clever, and had been 
clerk to the court of captains of the 
militia immediately after the conqueft 
of the country, or, one may almoft 
fay, both clerk and chief judge ; and 
lie certainly ought, on this occafion, 
to have had the preference by far to 
Rouville. Indeed the nomination of 
the latter to this office is fo ofFenfive 
"to the Canadians at Montreal, that 
they were quite exafperated at it, ^nd 
were going to prefer a Petition to the 
Governor againft his being appointed 
to it. But the taking of Crown Point, 
. and the fubfequent difturbances in the 
.Province, put a flop to every thing, 
.and has prevented any part of the aft 
from taking place." 

By this letter, as well as by other 
accounts received from Quebec, it may 
m be obferved, that the temper of the new 
government is /o very arbitrary, that 
the right of petitioning the Crown for 
redrefs of grievances, is not allowed 
to the inhabitants of that unhappy 
Province. 



thofe laws, and defirous of their con- 
tinuance : and numberlefc are , the 
proofs that might be given of their 
preferring them to the French laws 
by which they were formerly governed, 
were it not for the artifices of a very 
few perfons, the nobleffe of the Pro- 
vince, who, by having gained the 
fupport and affiftance of government, 
have had it in their power to difguife 
the truth, and to prevent an union 
between the old and new fubjefts ia 
making applications to the throne to 
obtain a fettlement of the Province 
upon the foundation of the Englifh 
law. When any Grangers from Eng- 
land have come to thefe parts by way 
of curiofity, who, on their return, 
might have reprefented things in a 
true light, they have been kept up 
amonglta fmall circle of people, ^nd 
. have hardly ever appeared in public, 
or converfed with the people at large, 
and have thereby been preventeJ from, 
getting true and general information * 
concerning the real ftate of the Pro- 
vince, and the fentiments of its inha- 
bitants. 

T The 
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The Canadians, very early this 
fpring, declared, that the nobleffe 
had no manner of authority over them, 
and that even their feigniors had no 
right to command their military fer- 
rice. They acknowledged that they 
owed them refped as their lords of the 
manor; but they infifted that, when 
they had paid them their rents, and 
all their other juft dues, together with 
certain compliments which were cuf- 
tomary at different feafons, they owed 
them nothing further, and were not 
bound to fubmit to any power they 
might prefame to exercife over them. 
For feme of the feigniors have pretend- 
( ed to feme authority over their tenants ; 
of which there was an inftance in the 
feigniory called La Beauct behind 
Point Levi, where the young feignior, 
Monf. Taichereau, caufed one of his 
tenants to be confined for refuting to 
march at his command againit the 
Provincials, who had invaded the 
Province ; but he foon thought it beft 
to folicit the man's rdeafe, and did 
net afterwards try the fame experi- 
ment with any other of them. But 
in other parts of the Province, feveral 
of the Canadians have been threatened 
with the fame treatment, if they did 
not obey their feignior* s order to take 
<arms for the defence of the Province, 
in order to frighten them into the fer- 
vice. But it has had the contrary 
efiecl, and has been found to be of 
bad confequence. Nothing of this 
kind had appeared before the Quebec 
bill paffed. But the ilrongeft verbal 
proof that I can give you of the diflike 
of the Canadians to the Quebec bill is 
this : Mr. John Thompion, who is 
a very honeit man, told meyefterday, 
that he was prefent at the cofFee-houfe 
at Montreal, when Mr. James Finlay, 
of that place, declared publickly, 
that the captain of the French militia 
had, in his prefence, told Governor 
Carleton, " That the Canadians in 
that town, theinicives included, would 
not take arm* as a militia, molds his 



Excellency would aflure them On h* 
honour, that he would ufe his utmoft 
endeavours to get the Quebec bill re- 
pealed ;" and that he thereupon pro- 
mifed them that he would do fo But 
now all thefe confiderations are at an 
end, as we are likely to have new 
mailers mortly." 

Extra ft <f another Letter from Quefoe, 
dated November 9, 1775. 
1 The Governor's reafon for efta- 
blifhing martial law in this Province 
was, that he might be able by meant 
of that law (which he thought would 
authorize him fo to do) \o force the 
Canadians to take arms. But he 
has entirely failed of fuccefs in this 
attempt. Indeed it was a moil ridi- 
culous attempt, as he had no troops 
at hand to enforce his authority or 
commands. Great threats* are fre- 
quently thrown out, and every now 
and then people are put under con- 
finement by the militia. On Satur- 
day, the 28th of October, Mr. Joha 
Dyer Mercier, as he was going into 
the upper town, was laid hold of by 
the town feijeant, and conducted to 
the main guard, and there confined, 
and his papers were feized and exa- 
mined, merely by the order of the 
Lieutenant Governor, without any 
crime or accufation alledged againit 
him ; and at day break the next 
morning he was put on board the 
Hunter Sloop of War. This was 
very alarming to the citizens of Que- 
bec, who thereupon had a meeting, 
and appointed three of their number 
to wait on the Lieutenant Governor 
to know the caufe of fo remarkable 
a ttep. He made anfwer, " that he 
hadfufHcient leafons for what he had 
done, which he would communicate 
when and to whom he mould think 
proper. ,J But he foon thought bet- 
ter of it, for the next morning he 
calie 1 together the fix Captains of 
trie British militia, and communica- 
ted to them one or more intercepted 
letters dircfted to Mr. Mercier, of a 

nature 
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nature that was fufficient to warrant Fort Chambly was taken, with eight 
his being fecured for the fafety of officers and fixty men. Then it was 



the town. But. nothing was found 
that had proceeded from him, or 
that eoold ferve as a proof to convict 
him of any crime. This communi- 
cation gave a good deal of fatisfac- 



faid that a plan was formed for Ge- 
neral Carleton and Colonel M'Lean 
to join their forces, arrd march to 
the relief of St. John's Fort. It was 
given out here that General Carleton 



tion ; it is a peace of juftice to the had 1500 Canadians with. him. Pro- 
French inhabitants of the Province per fignals were agreed on, and Ge- 
to fay that thofe of them who have neral Carleton was to crofs over the 
taken arms for the defence of the river St. Lawrence with his army, 
Province are not corrupted in their which confified, firft, of the militia 
tempers by the ufe of them, fo as to of Montreal, and, fecondly, of a 
be ready to ad as the inftruments of number of Canadians that he had 
arbitrary power over their fellow-ci- with him, and whom he had main- 



tizens, but rather decline being fo 
employed. Of this we had lately a 
remarkable inftance at Montreal ; 
for General Prefcot, who commands 
at Montreal, having thought fit to 
place centinels at the fore and back 
doors of Mr. Walker's houfe, to be 
a guard upon Mrs. Walker (r.otwith- 
ftanding her hufband is no longer 
with her, but a prifoner on board a 



tained for fome time before at Mon- 
treal ; andthirdlv, a few troops that 
he had with him, who might amount 
to about 100 men, and who were to 
have headed the Canadians; and 
jailly, fome Indians. They accord- 
ingly fet off from Montreal in high 
fpirits, and attempted to crofs the 
river St. Lawrence, and land at 
Longueuil ; but they were fo warm- 



Hoop of war) ordered Pafcal Pillet, ly received by the Provincials on the 



one of the French inhabitants of 
Montreal, who had taken arms for 
the defence of that city, to attend 
that duty* But Pillet would not do 
it, but replied, •• that he took up 
arms for the defence of the city, and 
was willing to ft and fen try in his 
turn on the walls to oppofe the ene- 



other fide the river, that they could 
not make good their landing, but 
were thrown into great confufion, 
and retired with precipitation ; fome 
of them ran a-ground on an ifland, 
and had liked to have perifhed, but 
were faved by the New* England 
men. Two Indians were killed, and 



my, but would not be employed as a two more taken prifoners. The next 
goaler to watch his fellow-citizens, exprefs informed us that, upon Co- 



but would fooner throw down his 
arms, though they were his own pro- 
perty, and ' let ihofe perfons take 
them who would confent to be fo 
employed. 

General Prefcot, upon being told 
qf this refufal, thought proper to 
drop his defign of fetting a guard 
upon Mrs. Walker, and iaid it was 
hardly worth while to watch an old 
woman. This certainly does ho- 
nour to the fpirit and temper of the 
French inhabitants who have entered 
into the militia upon this occafion. 
Shortly after this a&irwe heard that 



lbnel M'Lean's party's hearingof this 
repulfe, his Canadians all left him, 
and retired to their homes. And the 
night before raft an ex pre fa brought 
the news that the garnfon of Port 
St. John's had capitulated, being 
ftarved out, and were all made pri- 
foners of war; and that Montreal 
was inverted, and its communica- 
tion with the country entirely cut 
off; and that the Provincials were 
on St. Helen's ifland, over-againft 
the town, and were there erecting 
a battery to fire upon it in cafe they 
ft all refufc to capitukte; and that 
T a Governor 
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Governor Carleton was on board the 
Fell, an armed fnow. 

There are alfo 1500 Provincials 
arrived at Point Levi. We have 
within a few days paft. heard of then- 
approach, and our guards have been 
doubled on that account. Our fate 
(at leaft for fome time) muft foon be 
decided. There are fifteen commif- 
fanes appointed, confifting of the fix 
Englilh and fix French captains of 
militia, and the three judges. Three 
of them fit every day, to examine 
into fmall matters, and give paifes to 
all the canoes that come into, or go 
out of, the to An. This, with the 
means made ufe of to get Canadians 
from the neighbouring country to do 
<Juty in town, has fo intimidated the 
inhabitants of the country, that very 
few of them venture to come to town, 
fo that we have hardly a fupply of 
provifions from hand to mouth, much 
lefs to Hand out a fiege. 

P; S. Juft how an order is come 
down for eight men from each of the 
fix companies of the Britifh militia, to 
appear on the parade without arms, to 
receive one milling and a pint of por- 
ter for the bufinefs they were to do. 
Orders are alfo given for a party of 
the marines to be on the parade arm- 
ed. So we are inclined to judge the 
intentions of our government to be to 
force us to a defence of the town, and 
facrifice our lives and properties. The 
milling and pint of porter are fup- 
pofed to be confidered as King's money 
to enliil us, and fubjeft us to military 
difcipline. The Lord protect us from 
our enemies within and without," 



THE following is a copy of a war- 
rant of commitment iiTued in the Pro- 
vince of Quebec, on the 3d day of 
May, 1775, thefecondday after the 
aft, which re-eftablifhed popery and 
Slavery in that Province,, was appoint- 
ed to take place. The occaiion of 
iiTuing this warrant was as. follows : 
On the morning of the ift of May, 



fome ill-difpofed perfons (who remain 
to this hour undiscovered) had daubed 
over the king's bull at Montreal with 
black, with a crofs at the end of it, 
and indecently ornamented it with a 
mitre and a firing of beads, and had 
writ under it thefe opprobrious words, 
* Void U Pape du Canada et le Sot de* 
Anglicans? that is, * This is the Pope 
of Canada, and the fool of England.* 

This aft was undoubtedly, feditious 
and tkferving of punifhment ; but it 
was not, and I prefume few English- 
men will think it ought to have been 
a capital crime. However, it feema 
that Monfieur de Belleftre, a French 
gentleman in the Province of Quebec, 
and one of the new Roman Catholic^ 
members of the legislative council elta- 
blifhed in it, was of a different opi- 
nion ; for as the people were gathered 
together on the next day to hear a 
proclamation made of a reward for the 
difcovery of the perfons who had com- s 
mitted this offence (which reward was 
no lefs than one hundred guineas, 
which the Englifh inhabitants of Mon- 
treal had immediately fubfcribed at a 
general meeting, and which was pro- 
claimed by beat of drum, at the head 
of the grenadiers of the 26th, regi- 
ment) this very loyal French gentle-* 
man faid, * tfyat he would give 1 ool- 
out of his own pocket to find out the 
perfons who had done this, and fee 
them feverely punifhed and fenl out 
of the Province ; for that they deferv-* 
ed to be hanged, and if they were in, 
France would be fo.' 

Upon hearing this fevere opinion, 
a young Englim merchant, of the, 
name of Franks, who is fettled at Mon- 
treal, and who at that time happened 
to be Standing near. Monfieur de Bel- 
leftre, replied to him in thefe words, 

* On ne pend pas pour Ji peu de chafes en 
c Angkterre? that is, * in England men 
' are not hanged for fuch fmall offen~ 

* ces ;* which words he repeated twice 
or three times. This provoked Mon- 
fieur deJBelleftre to fuch a degree, that- 
after 
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after giving the young man much op- 
probrious language, lie at laft proceed- 
ed to blows, and ftruck him in the 
face and pulled him by the nofe ; upon 
which the other gave him a blow in 
the face, which knocked him down. 
The next day, May the 3d, upon a 
complaint of Monfieur de Belleftre to 
three officers of juftice of a new kind, 
called confervators of the peace for the 
diftrift of Montreal, not of the blow 
he had received from Franks (for to 
this he was cwifcious he had given oc- 
casion by fbiking him firft) but of the 
words pronounced by the latter, f that 

* in England people were not hanged 

* for fuch fmall offences,' thefe con- 
fervators iffued thewarranthere-under 
following for committing young Franks 
to prifon : And he was accordingly 
carried thither by a party of foldiers 
with bayonets fixed; and. io,oool. 
bail, that was offered to procure his 
liberty, and be fecurity for his appear- 
ance to take his trial for this offence, 
was refufed. And there he continue^ 
for a week ; at the end of which time 
the fame confervatprs of the peace (by 
the direction, as it is fuppofed, of Go- 
vernor Carletpn) ordered him to be 
difcharged without any bail at all. The 
warrant of commitment is in French J 
the following is. a literal translation. 

District op Montreal, 
By John Frafcr, John Marteilhe, 
and Rene Ovide Hertel de Rouville, 
Efquires, Judges and Confervators of 
the Peace in the Dillrift of Mon- 
treal. 

c Whereas Francis Mary Picote de 
Belleftre; Efquire, has made oath on 
the holy gofpels, that, on Tuefday 
the fecond day of this pre fen t month 
of May, as he was ftanding ftill in the 
ftreet to hear a proclamation publifh* 
ed, concerning thofe wretches who 
hadinfulted hisMajefty's buft, he had 
openly declared that he thought they 
dcferved to be hanged : And that there- 
upon one Salifbury Franks had an- 



fwered with fharpnefc, " that it was 
not ufual to hang people for fuch fmall 
offences, and that it was not worth 
while to do fo ;" and that he had re- 
peated thefe words feveral times, and 
with a loud voice : 

We, having regard to the faid 
complaint, and confideringthat every 
good fubjeft ought to look upon the 
laid infult co his Majefty's buft as an 
aft of the moft atrocious nature, and 
as defer v in g of the utmoft abhor- 
rence ; and that therefore all decla- 
rations made in con verfation that tend 
to affirm it to be a fmall offence, 
ought to be efteemed criminal; 

Do, for thefe reafons, authorize 
and command you to convey the faid . 
Salifbury Franks to the prifon of tbi# 
town, to be there detained until he 
fhall be thence difcharged according 
to law. And for fo doing, this war* 
rant fhall be your jullincation. 
Given at Montreal, u^nderour hand* 

and feals, on the third day of May* 

1775. Signed, 

JOHN FRASER, 
JOHN MARTEILHE, 
HERTEL D£ ROUVILLE. 

The warrant to the jailor to re- 
ceive and detain him, was as fol- 
lows : 

You are hereby ordered to receive 
the within mentioned prifoner, and 
keep him in cuftody till by law dif- 
charged* 

J. F. with the initial letters of 
judge Frafer's name* 

To Mi, Mackay, gaol-keeper* 

The warrant for his discharge, on 
the 9th day of the fame month by the 
fame roagi Urates, was as follows r 
Distjlict qf Montreal. 

By J.ofefl Frafer, John Marteilhe, 
and Rene Ovide Hertel, Efquires, 
confervators of the peace in faid dif- 
tri&, in the Province of Quebec. 

To the keeper of the jail in Mon- 
treal. 

Whereas David Salifbury Franks, 
is . now ia your cufiody, in virtue of 

OU,r 
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•or warrant duly fealed, and fign- 
ed ; thefe art now to command you 
to forbear detaining any longer the 
fc?d David Salifbury Franks, but to 
fufftr him ro go at large wherever he 
pleafes, and that without fees. And 
for fo doing, this will be your fuf- 
£cient warrant* 

Given under oor hands and feals at 
Montreal the 9th of May, 1775. 
Signed, 

JOHNFRASER, 
JOHN MAR TEJLHE, 
- HERTEL DE ROU VILLE. 



Philadelphia, Nov. 9, 1775. This 
Jay the Committee appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a draught of in- 
fractions for the Delegates of this 
Province in Congrefs, ieported an 
eflay for that purpoie, which being 
read, a»d confidered, was agreed to 
by the Houfe, and is as follows, 
viz. 

" Gentlemen, 

. The truft repofed in you is of 
fach a nature, and the modes of ex- 
ecuting it may be fo diverfified in 
the courfe of your deliberations, that 
srisfcarcely pofllble to give you par- 
ticular infiructions refpecling it. 

. We therefore, in general, direct, 
that you, or any four of you, meet 
Id Congrefs the Delegates of the fe- 
deral Colonies now ailembled in this 
City,- and any fuch Delegates as may 
»eet in Congrefs next year ; that 
you confute together on the critical 
and alarming ftate of public affairs ; 
that you exert your utmoft endea- 
vours to agree upon, and recom- 
mend, fuch meafures as you fhall 
judge to afford the befl prbfpect of 
obtaining rediefs of American Giiev-* 
ances, and reftoring- that union and 
Jiarmony between Great Britain and 
the Colonies fo effential to the wel- 
fare and happinefs of both, countries. 



Though the oppreffive meafures of 
the Sritim Parliament and Admini- 
ftration have compelled us to refift 
their violence by force of arms, yet 
we ftrictly enjoin you, that you, in 
behalf of this Colony, diffent fron^, 
and utterly reject, any proportions, 
fhould fuch be made, tharmay caufe 
or lead to, a feparation from the 
mother-country, or a change in the 
form of this government. 

Vou are directed to make report of 
your proceedings to this Houfe. 

Signed by order of the Houfe, 

John Morton, Speaker. 

GENERAL CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, Dec. 6. We the De- 
legates of the thirteen united Colo- 
nies of North America, have taken 
into our moil ferious confideration a 
proclamation iffued from the court 
at St. James's, on the 23d day of 
AuguftlafL 1 The name of his Ma- 
je&y is ufed to give it a fancti'on and 
influence ; and, on that account, it 
becomes a matter of importance to 
wipe off, in the name of thefe united 
Colonies, the afperfions which it is 
calculated to throw upon our caufe, 
and to prevent, as far as poffible, 
the undeferved puniihments which' 
it is defigned to prepare for our 
friends. 

We are ace ufed of fcC forgetting 
the allegiance which we owe to the 
power tnat has protected and fuf- 
tained us." Why all this ambiguity 
and obfeunty in what ought to be fo 
plam and obvious, as that he who 
runs may read it r What allegiance 
is it that we forget 1 ? Allegiance to 
Parliament? We never owed— we 
never owned it. Allegiance to our 
King ? Our words have ever avowed 
it — our conduct has ever been con- 
fident with it. We condemn, and 
with arms in our hands — a fefource 
which freemen will never part with 
— we oppofe the claim and exercife 
of unconstitutional powers, \o which 

aeither 
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neither the Crown or Parliament every thing, do every things tad 
were ever in titled. By the Britiih fuffer every thing in their defence. 
constitution, our bell inheritance, To fupport our j^ws, and our liber- 
rights, as well as dudes, defcend ties eftablivhed by our laws, we have 
upon us ; we cannot violate the latter prepared, ordered, and levied war c 
by defending the former : we mould But is this traitoroufly, or again* 
act in diametrical opposition to both, the king ? We view him as the con. 
if we permitted the claims of the ftitution reprefents him : That tell* 
Britiih Parliament to be eftablifhed, us he can do no wrong. The cruel 



and the ineafurei purfued in confe- 
qaence of thofe claims to be carried 
into execution among us. Our (a- 
gacious anceftors provided bounds 
againlt the inundation of tyranny 
and lawlefs power on ope fide, as 
well as again it that of faction and li- 
centioufnefs on the other. On which 
has the breach been made ? Is it ob- 



and illegal attacks, which we oppofc, 
have no foundation in the royal au- 
thority. We will not, on our part, 
lofe the diliinftion between the king 
and his ministers: Happy it would 
have been for fome former princes, 
kad it been always preferved oft the 
part of the crown ! 

Betides all this we obferve, on this 



jecled again ft us by the moil inve- part of the proclamation, that "re 

terate, or the mod candid of our ene- bellion" is a term undefined and 

dies, that we have oppofed any of unknown in the law. It might have 

the juft prerogatives of the crown, been expected, that a proclamation, 

or any legal exertion of thofe prero- which, by the constitution, has no 

gatives ; Why, then, are we accu- other operation than merely that of 

Ud of forgetting our allegiance ?— enforcing what is already taw, would 

We have performed our duty : we have had a known legal bads to have 

Lave refilled in thofe cafes, in which refled upon. A oorrefpondeacc he- 

the right to refill is ttipulated as ex* tween the inhabitants of Great-Bn- 

predy on our part, as the right to tain and their brethren in America, 

govern is, in other cafes, ftipulated produced, in better times, much ft* 

on the part of the crown* Th* tisfadion to individuals, and mucm 

breach of allegiance is removed from advantage to the public. By what 

our refinance as far as tyranny is re- criterion (hall one, who is unwilling 



moved from legargovernment. 

It is alledged that " we have pro- 
** ceeded to an open and avowed re- 
** btllion." In what does this rebel- 



to break off this correspondence,; 
is, at the fame time, anxious not t* 
expofe himfelf to the dreadful ooa* 
fequences threatened iu this procla- 



im on confift? It is thus defcribed — roation — by whax criterion mail he 

*' arraying ourfelvcs in hoftile man- regulate his conducts He is admo- 

iier to whhftand the execution of oithed not tocarryoncorrefpondencc 

the law, and traitoroufly preparing, with the perfons now in rebellion in 

ordering and levying war againft the the Colonies: How (hall he afcer- 



king." We know of no laws bind- 
ing upon us, but fuch as have been 
tranfmitud to us by our anceftor*, 
and fuch^as have been confented to 
by ourfelves or our reprefentacives 
elected for that purpofe. Wbat laws, 



tain who are in rebellion, and who 
are not ? He confulu the lawto leara 
the nature of the fuppofed crime. 
The law is fiUnt upon the fubjed. 
Thus, in a country where it has 
been often faid, and formerly with 



ftamped with thofe characters, have juilice, that the .government is re- 
we wichltood ? We have indeed de- gulated bylaw, juiU i?ot by men, 
fended them ; and we will ril^ue might render bim peritully eafy.^ 

. But 
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Bat proclamations have been fometimes or fhall favour, aid, or abet fee fyfbm 
dangerous engines in the hands of thofe of minifterial oppreffion. The efTen- 
in power. Information is commanded tial difference between our caufe and 
to be given to one of the Secretaries of that of our enemies, might juftify a 
State, of all perfons whatsoever " who feverer punifhment : the law of reta^ 
fhall be found carrying on correfpond- liation will unqueftionably warrant 
encewiththeperfonsinrebellion, inor- one equally (e\ere, 
der to bring to condign punifhment the We mean not, however, by this 
authors, perpetrators, or abettors of declaration, to occafion or to multiply 
fuch dangerous deugn." Let us fup- punifhments : our fole view is to pre- 
pofe, for a moment, that fome per- vent them. In this unhappy and un- 
fons in the Colonies are in rebellion, natural controverfy, in which Briton* 
and that thofe, who carry on corre- fight againft Britons and the defcend- 
fpondence with them, might learn, ants of Britons, let the calamities im- 
by fome rule, which Britons are bound mediately incident to a civil war fuf- 
to know, how to difcriminate them : fice. We hope additions will not, 
does it follow that all correfpondence from wantonnefs, be made to them 
with them deferves to be punifhed ? It on one fide : we fhall regret the ne- 
might have been intended to apprife ceffity, if laid under the neceffity, of 
them of their danger, and to reclaim making them on the other, 
them from their crimes. By what Extract from the minutes. 

law does a correfpondence with a cri- Charles Thomson, Sec. 

minal transfer or communicate his. [Upon the above paper's being 
guilt? We know that thofe who aid publifhed, > Mr. Alexander, titular 
and adhere to the King's enemies, Lord Stirling, (one of the council o£ { 
and thofe who correfpond with them, New- York) who claims the ,title, put 
in order to enable them to carry their himfelf at the head of 3000 people, 
defigns into effeft, are criminal in the from New-Jerfey and Connecticut, 
eye of the law. But the law goes no and began his march to New- York, 
further. Can proclamations, accord- in order to takehold of as many friends 
ing to the principles of reafon and juf- to government as he could, by way of 
tice, and the confutation, go further fecurity for thofe that may be taken 



than the law ? 

But, perhaps, the principle of rea- 
son and juftice, and the conftitution, 
will not prevail : experience fuggefts 
to us the doubt ; if they mould not, 
we mult refort to arguments drawn 
from a very different fource. We, 
therefore, in the name of the people 
of thefe united Colonies, and by au- 
thority, according to the pureft max- 
ims of reprefentation derived from 
them, declare, that whatever punifh- 
jnent fhall be inflifted upon any per- 
fons in the power of our enemies, for 
favouring, aiding, or abetting, the 
caufe of American liberty, fhall be 
retaliated in the fame kind and the 
fame degree upon thofe, in our power, 
who have favoured, aided or abetted, 



on the other fide, in confequence of 
the above refolve of the Continental 
Congrefs.] 

Extra3 of a Letter ftom a Gentleman 
in Philadelphia dated Dec. 7. 
" The Province of New-Hamp- 
fhire have afked advice of the Con- 
grefs relative to afTuming the govern- 
ment. The Congrefs advifed the 
Provincial Convention to grant war- 
rants for a free and full election of 
reprefentatives of the Colony, who, 
if they think it necefTary, are to chufe 
fuch a form of government, as they 
in their judgment fhall think will beft 
promote the happinefs of the people, 
and prcferve peace and good order 
during the prctent difpute with Great- 
Britain. The fame advice was given 

to 
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to/Sotfth-Carolina, and will, in a few 
months, to every Colony. 



faid province or territory, to aflemble 
in martial array, and put in warlike 

■ pofture the inhabitants of their faid 

WATERTOWN, Ncv. 13. province or territory, and to lead and 

In the' fixteenth year $f the reign of condu£t them, and with them to en 



George the Third, King, 13 c. 
An Ad for encouraging the fitting 
out of armed veflels to defend the 
fea coaft of America, and for erect- 
ing a court to try and condemn all 
veifels that ihall be found infefting 
the fame. 



counter, expulfe, refill and purfue by 
force of arms, as well by fea as by 
land, within or without the limits of 
their faid province or territory ; and 
alfo to kill, flay, deflroy and con- 
quer, by all fitting ways, enterprizes 
and means whatfoever, all and every 



WHEREAS the prefent admi- fuch perfon and perfons, as fhould at 
niftration of Great-Britain, being di- any time thereafter, attempt or enter 



veiled of juftice and humanity, and 
ftrangers to that magnanimity and 
facred regard for liberty, which in- 
fpired their predeceflbrs, have been 
endeavouring through a feries of years, 
to eftablifti a fyftem of defpotifm over 
the American Colonies, and by their 
venal .and corrupt meafures, have fo 
extended their influence over the firi- 



prize the deitru&ion, invafion, detri- 
ment or annoyance of their {aid pro- 
vince or territory, and to take and 
furprize by all ways and means what- 
soever, all and every perfon and per- 
fons, with their mips, arms, ammu- 
nition, and other goods, as ihould in 
a hoftile manner invade, or attempt 
ace over the firi- the invading, conquering or annoying 
*tifh Parliament, that by a prpftituted of their faid province or terptoryj" 



majority it is now become a political 
engine of flavery : And whereas the 
military tools of thefe our unnatural 
enemies, while reftrained by the united 
forces of the American Colonies, from 
■ proceeding in their fanguinary career 
of devaluation and flaughter, are in- 
fefting the fea coafts with armed veT- 
fels, and daily endeavouring to diilrefs 
the inhabitants, by burning their 



And whereas it is exprefsly refolded 
by the Grand Congress of America, 
'* that each Colony, at their own 
expence, make fuch provifion by arm- 
ed velTels or otherwife, as their r $e- 
fpe&ive ^flemhlies, Conventions, ,or 
Committees of Safety, &a]J judge 
expedient .and Suitable to their qt- 
cumftances and fixations, for the 
protection of their harbours, and 



towns, and deltroying their dwellings navigation on the (jsa coafts, againft 
with their fubftance, plundering live ** ' *" f * r ' * 

(lock, and making captures of provi- 
sions and other veifels, being the pro- 
perty of the faid inhabitants : And 
whereas their Majefties King William 
und Queen Mary, by the Royal Char- 
ter of this Colony, " for themfelves, 
their heirs and iucceffors, did grant, 
cilabliih and ordain, that in the ab- 
fence of the Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Colony, a majority 
of the Council (hall have full power 
by themfelves, or by any chief com- 
mander, or other officer or officers, to 
be appointed by them from time to 
time, for the fpecial defence of their 



all "unlawful invafion, attacks and 
depredation frpm cutters and fhips 
of war ;" and it is the. duty and inte- 
rest of this Colony to exert itfelf, 
as well for the purpofe of keeping 
fupplics from the enemy, as for thoie 
mentioned in the paragraphs of the 
charter and refolve now recited : 

Therefore, for tfce more effectual 
carrying into execution the purposes 
aforcfaid : 

Be it enabled by the Council and 
Houfe of Reprefeatatives in General 
Court afle moled, and by the autho- 
rity of the fame, That all aa»ed 
and other veflels which ihall be 
TJ brought 
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brought into this colony, 
been found making unlawful inva- 
fions, attacks or depredations on the 
fea coafts, dr navigation of any part 
of America, or improved in fopply- 
ing the fleet and army, which have 
been, or (hall at any time be, em- 
ployed againft the United Colonies, 
or employed by the faid enemy in 
any refpeeVwhatfoever ; and alfo all 
veffels, whofe mailers and fupercar- 
goes fhall have haddefigns of carry- 
ing fupplies of any kind to the ene- 
my, or that fhall be returning from 
the enemy after having carried fuch 
fupplies, and (hall be convicted 
thereof as is herein provided, fucb 
veffel or veffels, with their appurte- 
nances and cargoes, (hall be deemed 
forfeited, and (hall be difpofed of, 
* as is by this aft hereafter ordered 
and directed. 

And be it further enafied by the a* 
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and have furety at leaft for the faithful <}if- 
charge of his office, and obferving 
the law of this colony relating to 
armed Veffels; which bond fhall be 
in the words following, viz. 

" Know all men by thefe pre- 
fents, That we A. B. and C. D. of 
&c. are holden and ftand 
firmly bound and obliged unto the 
treafurer and receiver-general of tha 
colony aforefaid, in the full and juft 
fum of to be paid unto the 

faid treafurer and receiver-general, 
or to his fucceffor in the faid office; ' 
to the true payment whereof, we 
bind ourfelves, our heirs, executor* 
and adminiftrators, jointly and fe- 
verally, firmly by thefe prefents : 
Sealed with our feais the day of 
anno domini, 17 
«* The condition of the afora 
written obligation is fuch, that 
whereas the laid -A. B. hath, on tha 



' tbority aforefaid* That the Council of day of the date hereof received a 
this colony, or the major part of commiflion to command an armed 



them, (hall be fully impowered to 
commiflion with letters of marque 
and reprifal, any perfon or perfons, 
within this colony, who (hall at his 
or their own expence, fit out and 
equip for the defence of America 
any veffel, as alfo any perfon who 



veffel called the burthen about 

tons, to make reprifals of all 
armed and other veffels, that (hall 
be found fupplying the enemy, or 
acting counter to a law of this colo- 
ny, entitled an ad for encouraging 
the fitting out of armed veffels to 



fhall by the owner of fuch veffel be defend the fea coalh of America* 
recommended therefore: and that 
all fuch perfons, fo commiflioned as 
aforefaid, (hall have full power with 
fuch other perfons, as they (hall en- 
gage to their aflHtance, to fail on the 
Teas, attack, take and bring into 
any pore in this colony, all veffels 
offending or employed by the ene- 
my as aforefaid ; and alfo to retake 
and bring in as aforefaid, any veffel 
-or veffels, that may be taken from 
any perfon or perfon* by the faid 
enemy. 

Provided always, §nd be it fur- 
ther enaded, that the mailer or 
owner of fuch veffel (hall, at the 
time he receives fuch com million, 
cater into bond with one fufficient 



and for erecting a court to try and 
condemn all veffels, that (hall be 
found infefting the fame— If there- 
fore the faid A. B. (hall and do in 
and by all things, well and truly 
obferve and fulfil fuch infractions 
as he (hall receive from the Council 
of this colony, and (hall in all re- 
fpects conform himfelf to the direc- 
tions given in and by the act afore- 
faid, then the afore-written obliga- 
tion to be void, other wife to remain 
in full force." 

And be it further enafied, That 
there (hall be erected, and con flan tly 
held in the town of Plymouth, in 
the county of Plymouth, a court of 
juftice, by fuch able and difcreec 

per- 
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perfons as fhall be appointed and or (ball refufe without reafonable 
commiflioned by the major part of excufe, to ferve on fuch jury, he 
the council, for that purpofe, whofe fhall pay fuch fine as the judge fhall 
bufinefs it fhall be to take cogni- order, not exceeding the fum of 
zance of and try the juftice of any forty (hillings ; but before fuch fine 
capture or captures of any vefTel or fhall be awarded, the faid judge 
veflels, that may or fhall be taken fhall fum mon fuch juryman to ap- 
by any perfon or perfons whomfoe- pear before him, to fhew forth the 
ver, and brought into either of the reafons of his neglect, and if fuch 
counties of Plymouth, Barnftable, reafons fhall not be fatisfactory to 
Briftol, Nantucket, or Dukes Coun- the faid judge, then he, the faid 
ty ; and the judge, focommiffioned, judge, fhall iflue his warrants ofdi- 
to hold the faid court as aforefaid, ftrefs for fuch fine, in manner as is 
fhall have power at all times to iffue directed for recovery of fines of ju- 
his warrant or warrants to the con- rors, who fhall neglect or refufe to 
ftable or conftables, of any town or ferve in the inferior court of Cora- 
towns within the faid couniies of mon Pleas ; which fines fo recovered 
Plymouth, Barnftable, Briflol, Dukes fhall be paid into the treafury of this 
County, orNantucker, or either of colony. 

them, directing the faid conftable or And be it further enaBed by the au- 
conftables, to warn a meeting of the thori/y aforefaid, That there fhall be 
inhabitants of theirtowns refpective- held in like manner, in the town of 



Jy, and to draw out of the box in fuch 
.manner as is provided by the laws 
of this colony for returning jurors 
to ferve in the inferior court of Com - 
jnon Pleas, fo many good and lawful 
men for jurors, as the faid judge 
fhall, in his faid warrant, order and 
.direct, not exceeding the number of 
twelve ; and the faid conftables fhall 
immediately, as foon as may be, 
give notice in writing to fuch per- 
sons, fodrawn, of the time and place 
which in the faid warrant fhall be 
fet for their appearance, and fhall 
return the faid warrant, with his 
doings thereon, to the faid judge, 
at or before the time fet therein for 
the appearance of the faid jurors 



Ipfwich, in the county of EfTex, one 
other court of juftice, by fuch able 
and difcreet perfon, as the major 
part of the council fhall appoint and 
commiftion thereto, which judge 
fhall have full cognizance of and 
power to try the juftice of the cap- 
ture of any vefTel or veflels, that 
fhall be taken as aforefaid, and 
brought into any port in the coun- 
ties of Suffolk, Middle/ex or EfTex, 
and fhall have the like power to ifTue 
his warrant or warrants, for juror* 
in the faid counties, as is before pro- 
vided for the judge of the county 
firft mentioned ; and every conftable 
and juror, within the faid counties 
of Suffolk, Middlcfex, and Eifex, 



And be it further enatted* That if who fhall neglect to pay due obedi 



any conftable within the faid coun 
ties, fhall neglect or refufe to obey 
the warrant of the judge for return- 
ing the faid jurors as aforefaid, he 
jhall pay fuch fine as the faid judge 



ence to the faid warrants, fhall be 
liable to the fame penalties, as are 
provided by this act againft thofe, ia 
like manner offending, in the coun- 
ties of Plymouth, Barnftable, Briftol, 



Jhall order, not exceeding the fum Nantucket, and Dukes County 
of forty fhillings ; and if any juror, And be it further enafted by the au- 
fo drawn, and having notice as afore- thority aforejaid* That there fhall be 
faid, fhall not appear at the time held in like manner in North Yar- 
and place directed in fuch warrant, mouth, in thecounty of Cumberland, 
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one other court of juftice, by fuch manner aforefaid,' to return twelve 
perfon as the major part of the coun- good and lawful men to try the truth 
cil lhall commiffionate, to be judge of any fa^ts alledged in fuch bill; and 
thereof, which judge lhall have full if feven of the faid jurors, fo returned 
cognizance of, and power to try, the by the faid conftable or conftables, 



juftice of all captures of veflels that 
mall be taken as aforefaid, and brought 
into any' port in either of the counties 
Of York, Cumberland, or Lincoln; 



lhall appear, and there lhall not be 
enough to compleat a pannel of twelve, 
or if there lhall be a legal challenge to 
any of them, fo that there lhall be 



and lhall have fuch power to iffue a feven, and not a pannel, to try fuch 

warrant or warrants, in the faid coun- caufe, then in fuch cafe it lhall be 

ties, as is provided in this aft for the lawful for the judge to order the Ihe- 

other judges aforementioned, in the riff, or other proper officer, attending 

counties of their refpeftivejurifdiction; on the faid court, to fill up the jury 

and the conftables and jurors in the with other good and lawful men pre- 



faid counties of York, Cumberland, 
and Lincoln, are to pay Uriel obe- 
dience to' the faid warrants, under 
the penalties before in this act pro- 
vided for like offences in, the other 
Counties aforementioned. 

And be it further enafied by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That when any per- 
fon or perfons lhall take and bring into 
any port in this Colony, any veffel or 
Veflels, that have been offending or 
Employed by the enemy as aforeiaid, 
:fbch perfon or perfons, fo taking and 
bringing fuch veffel, fliall immediate- 
ly make out a bill in writing, therein 
giving a full and ample account of the 



fent, which jury lhall be fworn to re- 
turn a true verdict upon the faid. bill, 
according to law and evidence i and 
if it lhall appear to the faid judge by 
the faid verdict, that fuch veffel had 
been employed or offending as afbre«- 
faid, he lhall condemn the faid veffel 
and cargo, and appurtenances, and 
order them to be fold at pKiblic vendue, 
and lhall, order the charges of the faid 
trial and condemnation to be paid'out 
of the money fuch veffel and cargo 
lhall fell for, unto the treafury of thk 
Colony, and lhall order the refidoe 
thereof to be delivered to the captor*, 
their agents or attomies; for the ufc 



time and manner of the caption of and benefit of fuch captors, andoda*r» 
fuch veffel, and the employment Ihe concerned therein. Arid if two or 
was in, when fo taken, and of the more veffels, the commanders wheredf 
perfons who were aiding and aflifting lhall be properly commilfioned, fli^l 
in taking her ; and a fchedule of the joiritly take fuch veffel, the morie^ 
cargo on board her, to the bell of his Ihe and her cargo and appUfteffiirfoes 



knowledge, at ihe time of her caption ; 
and fiidl deliver the fame to the judge, 
wlio fna!l have juriiUiction of the port 
where fuch veffel is brought, with all 
the papers that may be found on 
board fuch veffel, to the intent that 
the jury may have the benefit of evi- 
dence arifing therefrom : and the 
judge, to whom the faid bill lhall be 
delivered, lhall immediately iffue his 
warr a nt or warrants, as aforefaid-, to 
3ny conftable or conftables, within 
the counties of his jurifdiction, com- 
manding them, or either of them, in 



fliall fell for, after payment of charges 
as aforefaid, lhall be divided between 
the captors, in proportion 'to their 
men. And the faid judge, before 
whom ariy fuch trial and cond€mritt* 
tion as is before-mentioned iiiay bb, 
lhall be authorized to irtake out Kb 
precept under his hand and feal, to 
either of the Iheriffs' within his juris- 
diction, to fell fuch vefltl and apfjur*- 
.tenances, and cargo, and to pay 
thereout the charges of trial and con- 
demnation into the "treafury of this 
Colony, and to pay bis own' fees, an$ 
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to deBver the refidue to the captors 
and perfons concerned as aforefaid. 

And be it further erta#ed, That 
there (hall be paid to the juftice, jurors, 
and fheriflfs-, out of the public treaftrry, 
fuch fees as ate, or fhall hereafter be 
eftabliihed by law, to each and every 
fb&oflktrs of the faidcourr. 

And be it further enafited ?$ the au- 
thority aforefaid, That when any (ben 
bill fhall be delivered to fuch judge, 
he Aa41 caufe notification thereof 

Sd the marine (if known) and de- 
ration of the vefTel fo brought in, 
with the day fet for the trial there- 
ort, to be advertiftd in the feveral 
pa;fers> printed at Watertown ^and 
Cambridge fifteen days before the 
time fet for the trial, that the owner 
of fuch- veflel or any perfon con- 
cerned-may appear and fhew caufe, 
if any they have, why fuch veflel 
with her cargo and' appurtenances, 
fhould not be condemned and fold as 
aforefaid. 

Arid be it further enaaed^ That the 
proeefi and proceeding upon any 
veflel, that fhall be retaken from the 
enemy by any petfbn or perfons, 
fhaJJ be in the fame manner, as is 
herein provided for other vefTels ; 
and if by verdict of the jury, it fhall 
appear to the judge, that fuch vefTel 
was taken by the enemy, and was 
retaken by fuch perfon or perfons, 
before condemnation by the faid e- 
neroy thereon had, the faid judge 
{hall order fuch vefTel, with her car- 
go and appurtenances, to be fold in 
manner aforefaid, and fhall order 
not more then one third, nor lefs 
than one quarter of what fhe fhall 
fell for (after paying the charges of 
trial and fale) to be delivered to the 
captors, as before provided for other 
vefTels, and the refidoe to be deli- 
vered' to the owner or owners of 
fudh vefTel.— And, if fuch vefTel fo 
retaken, fbail have been condemned 
fey the enemy, then the money, fhe 
and her cargo and appurtenances 



may fell for, fhall be delivered to the 
captors, as is above provided for 
veflels belonging to the faid enemy, 
•And he it further enacJed'by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That each judge of 
fuch courts fhall appoint an able 
clerk, who fhall keep a true and 
fair record of all the proceedings of 
the faid court, and fhall be duly 
fivorn to acl in the faid office, with 
truth and fidelity, and his atten- 
tions fhall be received as evidenct 
in all courts of law. 



PROVIDENCE, November ii. 
Colony of Rhode I/land f &e* 
Tn GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
An A C Tfor the punijhment of Perfons 
<who Jhali be found guilty of holding 
a traitorous Correfpondence -with the 
Mlniftry of Great- Britain , or any of 
their Officers or Agents , or of/upply- 
ing the Minifterial Army or Na*vj 
that nonv ts or may be employed im 
America, againft the United Colonies^ 
with prcv{/ions 9 cannon^ arms t am* 
munition^ or Warlike or naval fores > 
or of deling as pilots on board any of 
their Jhifs or vej/els. 
WHEREAS the miniftry of Great 
Britain have, for feveral years lafl; 
pad, fteadily purfued a plan for fub- 
jecling the inhabitants of theBritifh 
Colonies in America, to an abfolute 
unconftitutional (late of flavery, and 
have proceeded at length to the burn- 
ing of our towns, andfpreading de- 
flation and flaughter, as far as it 
hath been in their power, through 
the country, in a manner totally in* 
confident with the practice of civi- 
lized nations/ and unworthy of the 
reputation formerly fuftained by Bri- 
tlfn troops : And whereas the afore- 
faid Colonies have been reduced to 
the fatal necefllty of taking up arms 
in defence of thofe inettimable rights 
and liberties which they derive from 
the unerring laws of nature, and the 
fundamental principles of the Britilh 
conftitution, and which they cannot 
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stfign but with their lives » where- 
as fevcral of the inhabitants of the 
faid 'Colonies loft to every, generous 
fentiment of liberty; — of love to 
their country and posterity, have 
Icept up a tnirerous correspondence 
with, and fupplied the miniiterial 
troops and navy, and forae of them 
have acted as pilots on board their 
Clips and vetfels, whereby the fafety 
and liberty of the faid Colonies may 
be greatly endangered. 

Be it therefore enaSicd by this Gene- 
ral Ajfembly> and by the authority there- 
•f if is enaded, That if any of the 
inhabitants of thefaid Colonies with- 
in this Colony, or any of the inha. 
bitants of this Colony within any 
other Colony, fliali be found guilty 
of holding a traiterous correfpon- 
denee with the Miniftry of Great: 
Britain, or any of their officers or 
agents, or of fupplying the minifle- 
xial army or navy that is now, or may 
be, employed in America, againtt 
the united Colonies, with provifions, 
cannon, arms, ammunition, or war- 
like or naval ftores, or of ailing as 
pilots on board of their fhips or vef- 
iels, he or they fo offending, fhall 
fuffer the pains of death, as in cafes 
Of felony, and {hall forfeit his lands, 
goods and chatties, to the Colony, 
to be difpofed of by the General Af- 
fembly as they mail think fit, all ne- 
ceffary charges of profecuticn, con-r 
demnation, and execution, being 
fir It deduced ; and that all offences 
again it this ac~l mail be cognizable 
before the fuperior co.urt of judica- 
ture, court of aflize, and general 
goal delivery of this Colony. The 
negoctation and treaty of the town 
council with Captain Wallace, ref- 
pedling the fupplying the fhips of 
war Rationed in the harbour of New- 
port, and the regulation thereof by 
the commanding officer, allowed of 
by this General AfTembly, a; this 
prefent feffion, to be excepted out of 
this a&. 



And he it further enafied By this Ge- 
neral Ajjembly, That this aft be in 
force in ten days after the riling of 
this Affembly, and that the fame be 
publilhed in the Providence Gazette, 
and Newport Mercury. 

AW. 6, A true Copy. 

Witnefs, Henry Ward, Sec 



Providence^ Nov* 11. The Houfe 
of Alterably have ordered twenty 
thoufand pounds to be flrucjc, in 
paper bills of credit, for the public 
fervice. 

An a-fl has patted the houfe fe- 
queflering the eitate3 of Thomas 
tloichiiiion, Efq; late Governor of 
the ivIalTachufetVBay, Gilbert De- 
blois, Dr. Thomas MofFet, Samuel 
Scwell, George Rome, Jahajeel and 
Benjamin Brenton, and ieveral other 
eilates within this Colony, the 
owners of which are avowed enemies 
to the liberties of America. 

The houfe have granted two huor 
dred pounds lawful money for the 
(upport or removal of the poor of 
Newport. 

Watertown, Nov*. 20. 
A PROCLAMATION for a Public 
THANKSGIVING. 
ALTHOUGH in confequence of 

the unnatural, cruel and barbarous 
meafures, adopted and purfued by 
theBrittih adminiftration, greatand 
diftrefling calamities are brought 
upon our opprefted country, and in 
this Colony in particular; we feel 
the dreadful effects of a civil <war, 
by which America is Gained with the 
blood of her valiant fons, who have 
bravely fallen in the laudable de T 
fence of our rights and privileges;— 
our capital, once the jeat of jujtice, 
opulence and virtue, is unjultly wreil- 
ed from its proper owners, who are 
obliged to flee from the iron hand of 
tyranny, or are held in the unre- 
lenting arms of oppreffion ;-— our fea 
ports greatly diftrefled, and towns 
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burnt by the foes who have afled the voidabledeftrucllon might come apo* 
part of barbarous incendiaries. — our frontiers, have been almoft mi- 
And although the wife and holy Go- raculoufly defeated : That our un- 
veraorof the world, has in his righ- natural enemies, inftead of ravaging 
teous Providence, fent droughts into the country with uncontrouled fway, 
this Colony, and wafting ficknefs are confined within fuch narrow H* 
jBtomany of our towns; yet we have mits, to their own mortification and 
the greateftreafon to adore and praife diitrefs, environed by an America* 
theSnpreme Difpofer of events, who army, brave and determined \ — Tnac 
deals infinitely better with us than fuch a band of union, founded upon, 
wedeferve ; andamidft all his judg- the bed principles, unites the Ame- 
nents hath remembered mercy, by rican Colonies: — That our right! 
caufing the voice of health again to and privileges, both civil and reli- 
beheardamongft us; — infteadoffa- gioos, are fo far prcferved to us, 
mine, affording to an ungrateful peo- nocwithftanding all the attempts of 
pie a competency of the neceflariei qur barbarous enemies to deprive u* 
and comforts of life ; in remarkably of them. — 

prefervinga,nd protecting our troops, And to offer up humble and fer- 
when in apparent danger, while our vent prayers to Almighty Cod, for 
enemies* with all their boafted fkill the whole Britim empire; efpecially 
and ftrength, have met with loft, dif- ,for the united American Colonies :— 
appointment > and defeat ; — and in the That he would blefs our civil rulers, 
xourfe of his good Providence, the and lead them into wife and prudent 
Father of all Mercies, hath beftowed raeafures at this dark and difficult 
upon ui, many other favours, which day- — That he would endow our 
•call for our grateful acknowledge- General Court with all that wifdont 



which is profitable to dired: — That 
he would gracioufly frnile upon Our 
endeavours to reftore peace, preferve 
our rights and privileges, and hand 
them down to poftenty : — That he 
would give wifdom to the American 
Congrefs, equal to their important 
itation : — That he would direct the 



ments ;—— Therefore, 

WE have thought fit, with the ad- 
vice of the Council andHoufeofRe- 
prefentatives, to appoint Thurfday 
the 23d of November injtant, to be 
obferved as a day of public thankf- 
giving, throughout this Colony ; 
hereby calling upon minifters and 
people, to meet for religious worship Generals, and the American armies, 
on the faid day, and devoutly to offer wherever employed, and give tnent 
up their unfeigned praifes to Al- fuccefs and victory:— That he would 
mighty God, the fource and bene- preferve and ftrengthen the harmony 
volent beftower of all good, for his of the United Colonies : — That he 
affording the neceiTary means of fub- would pour out his fpirit upon all 
fiftence, though our commerce has orders of men, through the land* 



been prevented, and the fupplies 
from the fifhery denied us, — That 
fuch a meafurc of health is enjoyed 
among us ; that the lives of our of- 
ficers and foldiers have been ib re- 
markably preferved, while our ene- 
mies have fallen before them :— 
That the vigorous efforts which have 
been ufed to excite the favage ven- 



brings us to a hearty repentance and 
reformation ; purify and fanctify all 
his churches :— That he would make 
oor*s, Emanuel's land;^-That he 
would fpread the knowledge of the 
Redeemer through the whole earth, 
and fill the world with his glory. * 

And all fervile labour is forbidden 
on faid day. 
geance of the wildernefs, and roufe„ Given under our hands at theCoun- 
the Indians to arms, that an una- cil Chamber in YVatertovw, the 
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fourth day of November, in the Gage having retraced. Ms promife to 



year of our Lord, one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy five, 
By their Honour's Command, 
Perez Morton, Dep. Sec. 
James Ocis f Benj. Lincoln, 

Walter ^pooner, Michael Farley, 
talebCufhing, Jofeph Palmer, 
JofephWhitcomb, Samuel Holten, 
Jedidiah Fofter, Jabez Filher, 
lames Prefcott, Mofes Gill, 
Eldad Taylor, Benj. White. 
GOD Save the PEOPLE, 

Philadelphia, Oft. 24. Dr. John 
Kearily, and J. Brooks, were taken 
from the jail of this city, under a guard 
of the light horfe, and conducted to 
the jail* of York and Lancaster coun- 
ties • They were accufed of holding 
a correfpondence with the miniftry. A 
letter from Dr. Kearfly to Mr. Charles 
Jenkinfon was found upon a woman 
coming paflenger to England by the 
committee of fafety, which led to the 
difcovery. 

Cambridge, OB. 15. Dr. Church, 
(Surgeon-General of the army, and 
chairman of the committee of fafety at 
Watertown) having been found guilty of 
traiterous practices, in correfponding 
with the enemy, was put under arre&. 
His correfpondence, it is faid, was car- 
ried on in cyphers with a field officer in 
General Gage's army, in Bolton. 

THE following lettei is a very in- 
telligent and particular account of the 
ftrength and difpofition of the Colo- 
nies, written by Dr Church,whohad the 
bef); means of knowing the true date 
of matters : it was obvioufly intended 
only for the private information of the 
General, and therefore muft be con- 
sidered as a much more impartial and 
candid account, than we commonly 
receive from either party, which ac- 
. counts are uiually drawn up for the 
very purpofe of magnifying or dimi- 
nifhing objects. Dr. Church's refi- 
dence was in Bofton ; he was taken into 
the Government's pay about the mid- 
dle of April* On the 19th, General 



the Boftonians, after they had deli- 
vered up their arms, by detaining them 
in town, Dr. Church made his pre- 
tended efcape from Bofton. From that 
day till the fatal time of writing the 
following letter, he feems to have been 
very diligent and pretty fuceefcfulin 
his employment. This letter, though 
without a date, is fuppo/edtohave been 
written about July 20. It was to have 
been delivered to Capt. Wallace, Com* 
Binder of a king's fhip at Newport. 
A young woman who had it in charge, 
not finding a boat ready to go on 
board, very prudently committed it to 
an obliging gentleman, who offered 
his affiftance m delivering it ; but he 
delivered it to General Waihington, 
to whom be'fufpected it might be 
equally acceptable. 

Copy of a Utter from Dr. Benjamin. 
Church, late Surgeon General of the 
Provincial army (but now in heavy 
irons in the Rebels Camp before Bun- 
kers-hill) to Mr. Kane, Major of the 
Brigade in Bofton ; lately intercepted 
and tranjlated from the cyphers ufti 
by the author. 

" I HOPE this will reach yoo. 
Three attempts have I made without 
fuccefs in effecting; In the Jaft, the 
man was discovered in attempting his 
efcape ; but fortunately my letter was * 
fewed in the waiftband of his breeches. 
He was confined for a few days, during 
which you may guefs my feelings ; but 
a little art and a little money fettled 
the matter. It is a month fince my 
return from Philadelphia. I went by 
the way of Providence to vifit my mo- 
ther. The committee for warlike ftores 
. made me a formal tender of 1 2 can- 
non, 18 and 24 pounders, they hav- 
ing taken a previous resolution to make 
the offer to General Ward. To make 
a merit of my fervices, I fent them- 
down ; and when they received them, 
they fent them to Stoughton to be out 
of danger, even though they had formed 
the resolution, as l>efore hinted, of 
fbrtifying Buaker's-hill, which, toge- 
ther 
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ther with the cowardice of the clumfy 
Gerrifh and Col. Scammon, was the 
lucky otxafion of their defeat. The 
'affair happened before my return from 
Philadelphia. We loft 165, killed 
*hen, and fince dead of their 
Wounds ; 120 more lie wounded ; 
they will chiefly recover. They 



riflemen will arrive In two or threa 
days. Recruits are now levying to 
augment the army to 22,600-; be- 
fides> io,oco militia of this govern- 
ment are appointed to appear on the 
firft fummons. The bills of all the 
colonies [probably thofe iflued by 
the Congrefs] circulate freely, and 



Wft that you have 1400 killed and are readily exchanged for cafti. Add 

wounded in the action. You fay the to this, unlefs fome plan of accom- 

rebels loft 1500 ; I fuppofe with equal modation takes place immediately, 

truth. The people of Conne&icut are their harbours will fwarm with pri- 

raving in the caufe of liberty. A num- vateers. An army will be raifed ia 

W of their colony, from the town of 'he middle colonies to take pofleffioa 

Stamford, robbed the King's ftores of Canada, ^or the fake of the ml 



near New-York, with fome fmall af- 
Tiftance which the New-Yorkers lent 
them. Thefewere growing turbulent; 
I counted 280' pieces of cannon, from 
1 3 to 24 pounders, at King's-bridge, 
jyhich the committee had fecured for 
the ufe of the Colonies. The Jerfeys 
are not a whit behind Connecticut in 
zeal. The Philadelphia^ exceed them 
I faw 2000 men reviewed there 



ferably convulfed empire, folicil 
peace, repeal the acts, or Britain is 
undone. This advice is the refult of 
a warm affection for my King and 
realm. Remember I never deceived 
yoa ; tvery article here fent you is 
facredly true. The papers will ac- 
quaint you that I am a member again 
tor Bofton. You will there fee our 
motley Council. A general arrange- 



by General Lee, confifting of Qua- »ent of officers .will :ake place except 
kers and other inhabitants in uniform, the chief, which will be fufpcnded 
with 1000 riflemen and 40 horfe, who, but for a little while, to fee what 
together, made a moft warlike ap- 
pearance. I mingled freely and fre- 
quently with the members of the Con- 
tinental Congrefs : they were united 
'and determined in opposition, and ap- 
peared allured of fuccefs. Now, to 
come home, the oppofition is become 
'formidable. Eighteen thoufand brave 
^and determined men, with Wafhing- 
ton and Lee at their head, are no con- 
temptible enemy. Adjutant-General 

Gates is indefatigable in arraying the 

army. Provifions are very plentiful ; 
.cloaths are manufactured in almoft 
"every town for the foldiers. Twenty 

tons, of gunpowder have lately arrived 

at Philadelphia, Connecticut, and Pro- 

dence ; and upwards of 20 tons are 

now in camp. Saltpetre is made in 

every Colony. Powder-mills have been 

erected, and are confequently em- 
ployed at Philadelphia and New-York. 

Volunteers of the firft fortunes daily 

flpek to the camp. One thoufand 



part Britain takes in confequence of 
the late Continental Petition. A view 
to independence appears to be more 
and more general. Should Britain de- 
clare war againft the Colonies, they 
would be loft for ever. Should Spain 
declare war againft England, the 
Colonies would declare 1 a neutrality, 
which would doubtlefs produce a 
league ofFenfive and defenfive be- 
tween them. For God's Sake, prevent 
it by a fpeedy accommodation ! 
' Writing this, has employed me 
for a day, I have been to Salem to 
reconnoitre, but could not efcape 
the Geefe in the CapitoL To morrow 
1 fet out for Newport, purpofely to 
fend you this. I write you fully, it 
beingfearcely practicable to prevent 
difcovery. I am oat of place here by 
thoice, and therefore Out of pay ; 
and am determined to be fo, unlefs 
ibmcthitig.be offered in my way. 

X I wifc 
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I wift youjconldcontrive to write 
to mc largely, in cyphers, by way of 
Newport, addrefled to Tom Richards, 
Merchant, inclofed under cover to 
mc, intimating that I am a perfect 
granger to you ; but that being re- 
commended to you as a gentleman of 
honour you took the liberty to iu- 
clofe it, intreating me to deliver it 
*s directed to the perfon living, as 
you are informed, in Cambridge. 
Sign fome fictitious name, and fend it 
to fome confirent friend at Newport, 
to be delivered to me.at Watcrtown, 

Make ufe of every precaution, or 
Iperijh. 



> 



Continuation of Governor Hutcbinfon's 
Letters, found at his bouje near 
Mqfton. (From the Penn/jhunia 
JournaLj 

Baft on, September 28 , 1770. 

My Lord, [Lord Hillfborough.] 

The Boilon reprefentativea have 

received by the la ft (hip from Eng- 



Thenext has moft of the vowel* 
omitted in thele.ter-book. 

' Btflon y O&aber, 1770. 
My Lord, [Lord Hillfborough.] 

I {hall now cover the lift of Coun- 
fellors, which I could not com pleat 
before I was obliged to clofe my let- 
ter of the 9th. I beg leave further to 
fuggeft to your Lordlhip, that if it 
fhouid be thought expedient not to 
proceed to a final determination this 
ffflion, but to give opportunity for 
the province to be heard, a bill for 
the vacating Or dijannulling the char- 
ter in ail its parts, and leaving it to 
the King to fettle the Government 
by Royal Commiflion, might be 
more proper, than to fettle the Go- 
vcrnment in the bill, which may 
^ell be taken up when the objections 
to the bill mail come to be confider- 
cd» Befides, the unfuneft of the 
prefent conftitution for fo large a 
colony, t fo remote from the King* 
dom, and the conduct of the A4Tcm> 



land, w^hat they call another Bud- bly for fo many years pall, particu 



get of letters, among the reft, I am 
informed, are one or more of Lieu c 
Governor Colden't, feveral of Lieut* 
Col. Dalrymple's, and one or more 
of mine. I fuppoft, but am not 
certain, that they muft have been 
obtained from the copies laid before 
the Ho ufe of Commons, 1 humbly 
beg of your Lordlhip that fome way 
may be found to prevent the letters 
from the fervants cf the Crown 
being thus made public. Govern- 
ment is greatly hurt by it, and the 
King's fervants are expofed to the 
infuits of the people. I have wrote 
nothing which I cannot jollify, but, 
in theie times, it is not iafe to fpeak 
what, inordinary timed, would meet 
with no exception. I have the ho* 
nour to be with the greaieii refpect, 
my Lord: &c. 

[From hence, originated the prac- 
tice of the Miniftry, to communis 
catc to the Houfe fuch extracts only, 



larJy that when the Governor had 
negatived any CounfeUott, they have 
always neglected and often exprefly 
refufed tochufe others in their ftead. 
The doctrines held forth the laft 
and prefent year concerning the pre- 
rogative by the Council and Houfe, 
feem to be fufficient to ground fuch 
a bill upon. 

Whenfoever it fhall be determined 
to make the change, the grand dif- 
ficulty will be to carry it to effect 
again ft the general bent of the peo- 
ple. This has caufed me to turn in 
my thoughts, a variety of plans in 
order to find one which might be ex- 
ecuted, their oppofition notwithftand* 
ing. The great things propofed is 
a Council chat are lefs under the 
reftraint of the Houfe. Inftead of 
an annual election, let it be once in 
three years ; and if any of the Coun- 
cil are negatived, let the Court be 
held to proceed to the choice of 



as they fhouid think proper to lay others, until the number is com pleat, 
before it.] and nothing done in Court to be va- 

lid 
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lid without "it. Let the Governor general convinced, that their repre- 

• nnually felec*l twelve out of the 28, fentatives in the general Court have 

who with the Lieut. Governor and been wrong in all their difputes with 

Secretary, (hall be the Privy Coun- me ; the reception which has been 

cil, or his Majefty*s Council for the given to the late verdffts every where 

Province for that year, and fhaJI have except in Bofton, bai been favoura 



all the powers except that of le^ifla- 
tion, which the Council orAfHllants 
have by Charter. If thje election 
fhould ftill continue annual, the al- 
teration would be at moll infenfible, 
and yet the tffe.tt would be <vtry con- 



ble beyond my hopes. J expected 
that the Court and Jjry would be 
cenfured, but they are generally ap- 
plauded. Care was taken to pro- 
cure full evidence of the behaviour of 
the town inhabitants, not only at the 



jiderabU) from the Cover nor % s having time of the attion, but previous to it, 



it in his power to Jettfl tivtlve of the 

heft men, btfides rendering the twenty 

eight more dependent upon him. If the 

Governor fhould not be confined to 

the twenty eight, but might fv-leci 

the twelve from the inhabitants at 

large ; tho*, c&Uris paribus, he 

fhould give the preference to the 

twenty eight, there would be fome 

advantage, but it would be a greater 

departure from the prefent form. 

The Council merely in their legi- difficulty I prevailed with three of 

Native capacity, would be like Crorh- tjiem to hold their places, and rifle 
_-n«„ _.l u„..r. ~r _- k _-_ -ii .l„ n .1 j u_j :_ »l« 



which has opened the eyes of the 
country people, who blame the In- 
habitants now as much as they did 
the foldiers fix months ago. The 
firmnefs of the Judges cannot be too 
much applauded; particularly Judge 
Oliver, at Captain Prefton's trial, 
delivered his fentiments with great, 
freedom againft the falfe principles 
in Government, lately preached up 
among oi. It was with the utmoit 



well's other Houfe, of no great con 
fequence ; though they would be 
rather ftrviceable to the Governor, 
who might often make an advantage 
of their negative upon the Houfe, and 
yet they could not hurt hun by their 
concurrence. I hope your Lordfhip 
will pardon thefe figgeflions, which 
I am fenfible are liable to exceptions, 
as every plan is which I have yet heard 
of; and I have no other view than 



all the {hare they ever had in the 
favour of the people, and although 
they have fuccee^ed equal to their 
wifhts, yet I fhall not be able to re- 
tain them, their paltry falaries being 
no more than 120I. fterl. per ann. 
and their fees not paying travelling 
charges ; and one of them tells me 
he has been from home attending 
the Courts nine mdnths in the la$ 
year. Three hundred a year for the 



to offer every thing I am capable of puifne Judges, and five for the Chief 



for your Lord(hip*s confideration, 
who I am fure will make a better 
judgement and more juft determina- 
tion opon the whole, than I am ca- 
pable of. I have the honour to be 
moft refpeclfully, my Lord, &c. 
[Private] 

Bo/Ion Deamber 1 770. 
' My Lord, [Lord Hillfborough] 
I hate had more hopes, that the 



Juitice, is the lealt which will in- 
duce any body fit for the places to 
continue, unleb they have indepen- 
dent fortunes and will generoufly 
give their times -to the public. The 
Court will never enlarge their fala- 
ries, and rather with to keep them 
dependent. 

J dare not encourage your Lord- 
fhip to depend upon the prefent fa* 



people of the Province are returning vourable appearances, without fur- 
to a fenfe of their duty and ihtereft, ther fecurity for our good behaviour,, 
than I have had at any time the laft They began with that well judged 
Ive years* Befidea their being in meafure of placing a new garrifon in 

X z the 
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They have been increaf- we fhould have had two or three hun- 
dred of the Bofton faction 



the Cattle. 

ing as the apprehensions increafed 
that the Government in England 
was in earneft. If thefe apprehen- 
fions decreafe, the appearances will 
in propoition become unfavourable. 
We know by experience that the 
prefent form of Government in this 
Province gives too great a fhare both 
of legislative and executive power to 
the people, to confift with the in- 
tereft of the parent ftate, or the wel- 
fare of the Colony itfelf. Howgreat 
an alteration i$ neceiTary, whether 
the fecond branch of the legiflature 
fhould be appointed i n't he fame man* 



members 

of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
ferVing without pay. 

I have fo long time together been 
tranfmitting one difagreeable piece 
of intelligence after another, that 
it heightens the pleafure of being 
able of late to convey better tidings. 
I have the honour to be with the grea- 
teft refpeft, upon every oc cation, 
my Lord, your Lordfhip's, &c. 
[Private.] 

Bofton, Jan. 22, 1771. 
My Lord, [Lord Hillfborough] 
The disorders in the Colonic* do 



ner and with the fame fhare of power, ' not feem to have been caufed by the 



as in what are called the Royal Go- 
vernments, or whether any medium 
may be expedient, I mull humbly 
fubmit ; the form of Government 
xnoft fuitable for any country or peo- 
ple, depending upon fuch a variety 
of circumflances, that it feems im- 
poffible to determine it with certain- 
ty, except by trial only. It is a 
proof of your Lordfhip's tendernefs 
for the people, that you wifh to 
snake no greater alteration than is 
really for their own benefit. 

Whether the election of Counfel- 
lors under any new regulation be con- 
tinued, or a Handing Council be ap- 
pointed, it feems neceiTary that fome 
limits fhould be fet to the number 
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives. In 
the firft cafe it will be more peculi- 
arly neceiTary. Ifevery town would 
life its privilcdge the number would 
exceed 300, and in a few years as 
the law ftands for fettling the num- 
ber, it may amount to five hundred. 
At prefent it does not exceed 130. 
The fmall towns not being willing to 
pay for their members attendance, 
will not chufe any, and they have 
not inhabitants able to bear their 
own charges. It is fortunate that 
we have a law refraining towns from 
chufing any except their own inhabi- 
tants, for otherwife in the lace times 



defects in the forms or conltitution of 
Government. They have not pre- 
vailed in thefeveral Colonies in pro- 
portion as one has been under a more 
popular form of Government than 
another. They mull be attributed 
to a caufe which is common to all 
the Colonies, a loofe, falfe and ab- 
furd notion of the nature of Govern- 
ment, which has been fpread by de- 
igning artful men, fetting bounds 
to the fupreme authority, and ad- 
mitting parts of the community, 
and even individuals, to judge when 
thofe bounds are exceeded, and to 
obey ordifobey accordingly. — 'VVhilfi 
this principle univerfally prevails in 
any community, be the form of Go* 
veroment what it may, or rather let 
it have what name it will, foritmuft 
be a name only, there can be no in* 
terior force exerted, and diforder and 
confufion muft be the effect. 

When this principle prevails 
through any diftinct parts of a com- 
munity, and there is no apprehen- 
fion of force from the fupreme au- 
thority of the whole, or from any 
power exterior to fuch parts, the effect 
is the fame in thofe dii tin 61 parts, as 
it is in .the whole community when 
the principle univerfally prevails 
there. Meafures for reforming the 
conilicution of any people under fuch 
circumftances, 
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eircomftances, will probably be in- 
effectual and tend to increafe their 
disorders. 

The Colonies were under thefe 
circumftanees when I wrote my firft 



.) 

pointed by the Crown would dm t» 
undertake the truft, or, if they 
fhould do it, whether the people in 
general would not refufe to fubmit to 
their authority, and I feared (he con- 



private letter to your Lord&ip. There Sequences of either would more than, 
was a general opinion prevailing, countervail the advantages which 
that they had it in their power ro would arife, merely from an altera- 
diftrefa the kingdom by withdraw* tion in the constitution, if accom- 
ing their Commerce from it, and pliihed. To this ltate of our affairs 
that there was not the leait danger of and a mind influenced by it, I beg 
any compulfory mcafures to caufe your Lordfhip to attribute that wauc 

of determination which appeared in 
my private letters, and not to any de- 
gree of unwillingnefs to trull with 
your Lordfhip my real fentiments 
upon any occafion whatfoever* 

The change in the temper of the 
people has been brought about fooner, 
and to a greater degree, than any 
body could expert, and we feem now 
to be as well prepared either to re- 
ceive fuch a change in the con II it u- 



obedience to any acts or orders 
respecting them. 

Id this Colony there was room to 
hope for a change of drcumftances, 
but it was uncertain and probably at 
adiftance. They had j a ft felt the 
ftock of that molt fortunate ftroke 
which freed the Caftle from any de- 
pendence upon the people, and kept 
theharbour and town of Bolton under 
thecommand of the King's fhip, but 



theeffccls did not appear, I was tion as we probably fhall be at any 

ftriving for a juft decifion in the cafe time hereafter; or if it ihali be thought 

of theioldiers and not without hopes, more eligible to defer it, we may 

hut far from being certain, of fuc- probably remain in tolerable good 

cefs. There was a profpeel of a dif- order until fuch time as fhall be 

folution of the confederacies again ft judged mor^e convenient, provided 

importation, though feveral of the fomething is done in the mean time 



Colonies appeared to be more re 
folate and confirmed* There was 
ilfo an expectation of a rupture be- 
tween Great Britain and France or 
Spain, or both, which would tend 
to fhew the people their dependence 
upon the kingdom, and thereafona- 
blenefs of their fubmiffion to the 
fupreme authority of it. 

I was not infenfible of the pecu* 
liar defects in the conftkution of this 



which (hall difcover the refentmenc 
of the kingdom againft our avowed 
principles and the practices confer 
quern upon them, and which fhall 
give as caufe to imagine that fur. 
thf r meafurea are to be taken with as. 
Such refentment has been every where 
expected. If omitted we shall go 
back to our former, difbrders. 

That wife ftep of changing the 
Garrifon at the Caftle began our care* 



Province, and I have complained of In the heighth of our confuiion a 
the Council, as being under undue Citadel upon Fort-Hill feemed alfo 



influence, and calling their weight 
into that fcale which had much too 
great a proportion before ; but I was 
doubtful myfelf, and I found fome 
judicious perfons in whom I could 
confide to oe doubtful alfo, whether, 
whilft the body of the people con- 
tinued in the ftate they were then in, 
fuch Cotinfellors as fiould be ap- 



to be necefTary. I now think the 
fame end is anfwered without it as 
would have been with it. It may 
however not be improper for the 
King to have the acT.ua! pofleffion of 
that fpot, either by erecting at a 
fmall ex pence a warehoufc or maga- 
zine for itores, or by making fome 
kind of inclcifure, to reitrain frem 
encroachment*, 
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encroachments, and yet not prevent 
the inhabitant* from ufmg the placfe 
to walk »nd air themfelves, as they 
now frequently do. There is a vote 
<jf the town for felling ft. I will 
-watch their motions, and if any thing 
fortbfer is attempted will take pub- 
lic notice of it. If no further ad* 
vances are made for fecuring the 
good behaviour of the town, there 
certainly will be no receding. To 
depart fuddenly from what has beetk 
feme at the Caftle, Sec. would be 
very dangerous. - 

- Every acl of Parliament carried 
intt) execution in the Colonies rends 
to ftrengthen Government there. 
A firm pfcffuafion that Parliament is 
determined, at all events, to main- 
tain its fupreme authority is all we 
want; few or none are now fo weak 
As to queftion their power to do it. 
If afts Were pafled more or Ms to con- 
troul us, every feffion, we fhould 
foon be familiarized to them, and 
oar erroneous opinions would die 
away, ami peace and order would 



: An ail to enable the King to alter 
the bocrnds of the Province by his 
Comrfiifffdn; the Charter notwith. 
folding, by making the Province 
c*f W*in and country Eaft of ft a 
iliiHnft and fepararc Province, and 
ttt anttex of not amrfex as his Majefty 
tfrty think fit, New Hampshire to 
.fhe' Maffachafetfs, or to feparate 
the cotrntry Eaft of Pcnbbfcott, and 
annex it to Nova--Scoria, might 
Either be kept as a rod over as, and 
i fecurity for our good behaviour 
fcnti-1 the King's pleafirre fhould be 
determined; or if it fhould hz exe- 
cuted immediately, it would fhew a 
joftrefentment'againft* the Province 
for countenancing the intrufions in 
the Eaftern country, whereby the 
king's timber is expufed to watte 
and havock, and wruld be a ftrik- 
ing inftance of the power and autho- 
rity of Parliament. The acl would 



St ) 

be executed, for no body would 
rifque their property or be concerned 
in any judicial proceedings relative 
to it, under a jurifdielion aflumed 
contrary to an act of Parliament, 
feeing fuch proceedings fooner or 
later will be deemed a nullity.' 

If no exception 1 be taken to the 
vetting fuch a difcretlonary power 
in trre Crown, perhaps it may be 
thought expedient, whenever the 
Charter and cafte of the Province 
comes uhder corifideratiori, inftead 
of cxprefsly declaring that the power 
of electing Coiinfellors bythe AiTem- 
bly ftiall determine and ceafe, to en- 
able his Majefty by his Royal' ofdifr 
or declaration to determine it, ahl 
to appoint a Council inftead thereof, 
as he may think proper. 

The late act permitting the ifluing 
bills of credit at New York, was 
extremely well adapted ro maintain- 
ing the authority of Parliament, and 
others of the like nature might be 
mentioned as convenient to be pa£ 
fed here. 

The reft of the letter is not of pub- 
lic concern. 
Fart of a Letter to General Gagt % 

dated Boflon, July 20, 1770. 

" It appears to me to be a matter 
of great importance to bis Majeffy's 
general fervice, and the realiniereft 
of the Colonies, that the' difcord 
begin ing between New York and us 
Ihouldte encouraged I wrote fome 
time ago' to Mr. Golden, the Gover- 
nor of New York, upon this fubjec"l, 
but he rather declined concerning 
himfelf in it. He certainly has a 
ilrange'averfion, which nothing but 
the confederacy againft Great Britain 
could have conquered : this has too 
much the apearance of Machiave- 
llian policy; but it is juflifiable, as it 
has the'moft obvious tendency to fave 
the Colonies ruining themfelves, as 
well as preventing them deftroying 
the Mother Country. If Pennfyl- 
vania could be brought to take part 

/ with 
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with New York, I think the bufieefs 
wo.uld be done. I muft beg the fa- 
vour of you opt to let this letter come 
under any other than your own ob* 
fer ration. 

North Carolina* Ntivbirn, Cemmittet* 
Ckambtr, Augu/I 2, 1775. 

The following letter was wrote by 
his Excellency Governor Martin, 
to the Hon. Lewis Henry De Roflert, 
Efq; in anfwer to an information 
given him of his being charged 
with giving encouragement to the 
ilaves to revolt from their Matters. 
As the fubttance of this letter is 
truly alarming, his Excellency there- 
in publicly avowing the meafure of 
arming the fhves againlt their m af- 
ters, when every other means to pre* 
ferve the King's Government mould 
prove ineffectual, the Committee 
have ordered the faid letter to be pub* 
J itfied, as an alarm to the people of 
this Province, againA the horrid and 
barbarous ct&gns of the enemies, 
not only to their internal peace and 
iafety, but to their lives, liberties, 
^properties, and every other human 
bleiing. 

Fort Jibnfiv^ Jutu 24, 1775. 
SIR, 

I beg leave to make you my ac- 
knowledgements for your communi- 
cation of the /alfe, malicious and 
Scandalous report, that has been pro- 
pagated of me in (his part of the 
Province, of my having given en- 
couragement to the Negroes to re- 
volt again 11 their mailers ; and as I 
perfuade myfelf you kindly intended 
thereby to give mean opportunity 
to refute fo infamous a charge* I 
eagerly embrace this occafion, moil 
solemnly to allure you, that I never 
conceived a thought of that nature. 
And 1 will further add my opinion, 
that nothing could ever juihfy the 
defign faliely imputed to me, of giv 
ing encouragement to the Negroes, 
" but the actual and declared Rebel* 
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lion of the King's fubjefts, and the 
failure of all other means to main- 
tain the King's Government." 

Permit me therefore, Sir, to re* 
quell the favour of you to take the 
moft effectual means to prevent the 
circulation of this moil cruel dander, 
and to allure every body with whom 
you mail ccmmunicaie on this fub- 
jecl, that (o far from entertaining fa 
norrid a de6gn, I snail be ever ready 
and heartily difpofed to concur in 
anymeafurrs " ttut may be confident 
with prudence/' to keep the Ne~ 
groe's in order aid fubjeclton, and 
for the maintenance of peace and 
good order throughout the Province* 
I am with great refpeel, Sir, 
Your snoft obedient 
humble fervent, 

Jo. Marti*.* 
The Hon. Lewis H, De Roflett, Efq; 

Rt/d'Vfd u*anime*fij f That hi 
Excellency Governor Martin, by 
the whole tenor of his conduct fine* 
rtbe unhappy differences between 
Great Britain and her Colonies, has 
manifededhimfelf an enemy to A me* 
rican liberty and the rights and Wee* 
£ng* of a free people ; and that by 
his many wanton exertions of power 
as Governor of this Province, his 
haft ilc and dangerous letsers to the 
Miuitlry and General Gage, re* * 
plete with falfities, and mi&epre* 
fen tat ions of the true ftate of the 
Province, he has proved himielftc* 
hold principles abhorrent to the rights 
of humanity, and juftly forfeited alL 
confidence with the people of this 
Government. 

Re/olved unmnimoufyy That not- 
withstanding the very great paina 
tuat have been taken by thofe who 
call them/elves friends to Govern- 
ment, and their favourable expla- 
nations of the em phatical words be-* 
tween turned, commas in the body of 
the above letter, to make them (peak 
a language different from their hum 
import, they contain in plain fcn- 

gliu* 
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glifb, and in every conftruftion of 
language, a purification of the de- 
fign of encouraging the flaves to 
revolt, when every other means 
{hould fail, to preferve the King's 
Government from open and declared 
rebellion. And the public avowal 
of a crime of fo horrid and truly 
black a complexion, could only ori- 
ginate in a foul Jofl to. every fenfe of 
the feelings of humanity, and long 
hackneyed in the de tellable and 
wicked purpofe of fubjogating thefe 
Colonies to the mofl abject flavery. 
By Order, 
R. Cogdell, Chairman. 
Committee Chamber , Newbtrn, Aug, 19 
The following letters have fallen 
into the hands of this Committee. 
Their alarming tendency fufficiently 
apologizes for their publication. 
As Governor Martin (lands fingly 
as a Provincial Governor, in his 
unremitting ardor to commence hof- 
tilitiesagainft this Province, are Mi- 
nifteri&l orders to him different, or 
his officious zeal to 1 injure the peo- 
ple of his Government prompted by 
any malevolent principle ? 
North Carolina, Cape-Fear, June 13, 

'775- 
JWy Dtar Sir, 
- I take the liberty to inclofe here- 
with a letter to Mrs. Martin, whofe 
fafe arrival I am molt anxious to hear, 
the wind having been Eailerly ai- 
inofl ever fin ce her departure. 

I mall be extremely obliged to you 
if you can fend me with, the Royal 
ftandard I mentioned to you fome 
time ago, or without it if that is not 
to be had, a good tent and marquis, 
of the fize of the Colonel's tent in 
the army, with a tent bed to fit the 
boot of it, and furniture, viz* roa- 
trafs, bolfters and pillows, to be 
fent by any veffel bound to Cape- 
Fear river, or in default thereof, to 
Newbern, directed to the care of Mr* 
Cornell. 



) 



I (hould rejoice to fee a profpeel 
of a happy termination of the de- 
plorable times, that more or left 
threaten the happinefs of every man 
throughout the British dominions. 

My compliments and warmeft 
good wifhes attend you and Mrs. 
White, and all your family, and I 
am, dear Sir, ever yours, 

Jo. Martin. . 

The Hon. Henry White, Efq; 

I forbear to give you your due 
additions on the outfide of my letter 
to obviate prying curiofity. 
Cr uizer Shop f fFar, Cape -Fear River f 

>4> 2i. '77S- , 
SIR, 

I have received your letter of the 
15th inft. by Mr. Cunningham, 
and highly approve your proper and 
fpirited conduit; while I cannot 
fufficiently exprefs my indignation 
and contempt of the proceedings of 
Captain General Spencer, and his 
unworthy confederates. 

You, and the other friends of 
Government, have only to ftand your 
ground firmly, and unite again ft the 
feditious, as they do againft you, 
in firm afiurance that you will be 
foon and effectually fupported. — I 
wait here to forward the purposes of 
the friends of Government, or I 
would have been among you. At a 
proper feafon you may depend I 
ftiall render myfelf among you, and 
in the mean time let nothing dif- 
courage you. 

The fpirit of Rebellion has lately 
received a moil fevere check in N. 
England, and I have not the leaft 
doubt that all that country, is, by 
this time, entirely reduced by his 
Majefty's army, which, by my lateft 
advices, was carrying on its opera- 
tions with the utmoft vigour. 

Major Snead may be allured of my 
attention to all his wiihes at a proper 
time. 

I beg my compliments may be pre- 
sented to Col. M 'Donald, and am. 

Sir, 
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Sir, Your mott humble fervant, 

Jo. Martin* 
Lieutenant Col James Cotton, Anfon 
County. 
North Carolina, Jjf, 
My bis Excellency Jcfiah Martin, E/g; 
bis Majefiy*s Captain General^ Go- 
<vtrnor y and Commander in Chief, in 
and over the Jaid Province ; 
A PROCLAMATION, 

Whereas I have feen a publication 
in the Cape Fear Mercury, which 
appears to be proceedings of a gene- 
ral meeting of people lliling them- 
felves committees of the diilrict of 
Wilmington, figned Richard Quince, 
fen. chairman, in which the well 
known andinconteftible facts fet forth 
in my proclamation, bearing date the 
l6rh day of June laft, are moft da- 
ringly and impudently contradicted, 
and the bafeft and moft fcandalous 
falfehoods areaflerted, evidently cal- 
culated to impofe upon and miflcad 
the people of this province* and to 
alienate their affections from his Ma- 



( **5 ) 



night of the i8:h of tnefara* month 
(Ggned the People) by a certain John 
Afhe (who presumed inOdioufty to 
employ the more refpectable name of 
the people to cover his own flagitious 
defigns) of removing the King's ar- 
tillery from Fort Johnfton, under 
pretence of preferving and fecuring 
the fame for the ufe ofhis Majeity ; 
and prefacing this declaration with 
fundry complaints of violence and 
roiibehaviour on the part of John 
Collet, Efq; Governor and Captain 
of ihe faid Fort Johnfton, many of 
which it was in my power, and it 
would have been my duty to have re- 
drefied, if they had been reprefented 
to me : which letter, figned the peo- 
ple, I thought proper to aofwer, and 
to diftuade the deluded multitude 1 
from involving them felves in the 
criminal en terprize of removing the 
King's artillery, which had been dif- 
mountcd by my authority, and npt 
by Captain Collet's, as had been 
pretended, in order to deceive the 



jefty and his government ; and con- people in a violence fo dangerous and 



eluding, in the true lpirit oflicen 
tioofnefs and malignity, that cha- 
racterises the productions of thefe fe- 
ditious combinations, with a refolve, 
declaring me an enemy to the intc* 
refts of this province in particular, 
and of America in general ; an 
impotent and fUle device that the 
malice and falfehood of thefe un- 
principled cenfors have fuggefted, 
and which is their laft contemptible 
artifice, conftantly reforted to and 
employed to calumniate and traduce 
every man in every rank and ftation 



unwarrantable : and I am to lament 
that my faid letter, in anfwer to the 
People, produced no better or other 
effect, than to prevent the execution 
of their criminal intention of remo- 
ving the King's artillery, which was 
all that their letter to me avowed ; 
and that they proceeded under the 
lead of the faid John A ihe, and other 
the evil minded con fpira tors again ft: 
the peace and welfare of this pro* 
vince, to the faid Fort Johnfon, and 
wantonly, in the dead hour of the 
night, fet on fire and reduce to afties 



of life who oppofes their infamous the houfes and buildings within his 

Majefty's faid Fort, that hid been 
evacuated and di farmed, and was en- 
tirely defencelefs ; and that they re- 
turned next day and completed before 
my face the definition of the wooden 
defences of the Fort, to which ttae 
fire of night had not extended, burn- 
ing the houfes, and defoUting 
every thing in the neighbourhood of 

the 



and traiterous proceedings, 

And whereas, by the evil, pernici- 
ous' and traiterous councils and in- 
fluence of the well-known leaders of 
thefe feditious committees, a body of 
men was aftembled in arms at Wil- 
mington, on the 16th or 17th day 
of July laft, for the purpofe, as was 
profefled in a letter fent me on the 
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the plaxe a with a degree of wanton " 
barbarity, that would difgrace hu- " 
man nature in the moft favage ftate, «< 
and was an overt-aft of high treafon " 
againft his Majefty, which juftified " 
my immediate vengeance, reftrajntd 
by pity for the innocent, mifguided 
and deluded people, whom I confi* 







" wicked and tyrannic minifter, and 
" for this diabolical purpofe had col- 
** lecled feveral abandoned profli- 
" gates whofe crimes had rendered 
" them unworthy civil fociety," &c. 
intending by various falfe pretences 
therein fet forth, to juftify the enor- 
mities into which they had plunged 



dered as the blind inftruments of the innocent people, who I am con- 



their atrocious leaders ; who defeated 
in the ftill more flagitious defigns 
they meditated (of which I havt the 
fulfeft evidence) and already involved 
• inguiltof the blacktftdyethemfelves, 
it might be prefumed, urged on the 
people to evfry erioTmity that might 
make them appear principals in their 
own treafons, inflead of blind in- 
ftruments thereof, and by extending 
the guilt among many, fcreen them- 
felves from the penalties which they 
had wantonly incured ; nothing 



fident were, for the moft part, ftran- 
gers to all the oftenfible motives to 
the outrages they were hurried on to 
commit, and which according to the 
acknowledgment of this defpicable, 
feditious meeting, had no better 
foundation than refentment to Cap- 
tain Collet, an individual, whole 
offences the law's power, and that 
which I derive from his Maj fly, 
were competent to correct in a legal 
way ; and feeing that the faid com* 
mittee, as it is called, have artfully, 



' doubting at the fame time, that cool i by infidious compliments and flattery, 
and'fober reflection would juftly turn and by their contemptible applaufe 
the refentment and indignation of' of outrages and violences perpetrated 
the people againft the wicked con- ' about Fort Johnfon, endeavoured 
trivers and promoters of the violences to reconcile the minds of the people 
into which they had been betrayed, to treafon and rebellion, in order to 
to the difgrace of their country and 'avert from their own heads the juft 
humanity ; and that they would ex- wrath with which a due fenfa of 

* plate their own guilt by delivering thofe crimes would naturally infpira 
up their leaders to receive the condign ■ the people, againft the infamous 



•punifhment that the laws inflict on 

tfuch atrocious offenders. Bat having ■ 

feen with aftonifhment a publication 

'in the Cape Fear Mercury, of the 

' a 8th of lait month, in which a fet of 

people filling themfclves a committee 

for the town of Wilmington and 

( county of New Hanover, havfc to 



perfons who had bafely betrayed 
them into offences of fo dangerous 
and heinous a nature. 

And whereas, I have alfo feen a 
moft infamous publication in the 
Cape Fear Mercury, importing to be 
refolves of a fet of people Ailing 
them felves a committee for the coon- 



obviate the juft effects that Iexpe&ed ' ty of Mecklenburg, moft traiterOufly 



-from the return of reafon andrtflec 
ttion to the people, moft falfely, fe- 
ditioufly and tratteroufly afterted, 
>' ^hat Captain CoJJet was, under 
^ 4t my aufpices, preparing Fort john- 
•* fon for the reception of a promifed 
** reinforcement, which was to be 
* ( employed in reducing the good 
** people of this province, to a fla- 
■*' viih fubmiffion to the will of a 



declaring the intire diffalution of the 
Maws, government, and conftitution 
of 1 this country, and fetting up a 
fyftem of rule and regulation, re- 
pugnant to the laws, and fubverfive 
of his Majeily's government ; and 
another publication in the faid Cape 
Fear Mercury of the 14th of laft 
month, addreflld " To the commit- 
uea of the feveral towns and coun- 
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tjes of North Carolina, appointed for Britain fli their hwfoi and rightful 
the purpofe of carrying into execution Sovereign, and to dare every difficulty 
the Refolves of vhe Continental Con- and danger in fupport of his per fori, 
grefs," bearing date at Philadelphia crown and dignity. After mon- 
June 19th, 1775. and figned Wil- ttroufl/^inthefamebreath, harangue- 
Ham Hooper, Jofeph Hewes, and 
Richard Cafwell ; the prepofterous 
enormity of which cannot be ade- 
quately defcribed and abhorred. It 
marks the affembly, from whofe 
members it comes, to be the genuine 
fource of thofe foal ftreams offedi- 



ing the people to the diftrefs and 
ruin of Britain ; to the fubverfion of 
all civil government; to open rebel- 
lion-againil the King and his autho- 
rity ; and in the molt pointed terms 
prompting them to arms and refin- 
ance ; thus infidioufly attempting to 
tion, which through the channels of reconcile allegiance and revolt, and 



committees have overflowed this once 
Jiappy land, and, at this moment, 
threaten it with every fpecies of inife« 
ry, ruin and deftrultion. This pub- 
lication begins with a recital of the 
mod unparalleled falfehoods that ever 
difgraced a flieet of paper ; witnefs 
the infamous mifreprefentation of 



inviting the people to actual rebel- 
lion, under the maikand guife and 
profeflion of duty and refpect ; a mal- 
low concealment of horrid treafon, 
that I have no doubt every honeft 
man will explode and treat with its 
merited contempt and abhorrence ; 
while no man wonder at the abfurdity 



the affair at Lexington, (whkh muft of the addrefs ; as it mult invariably 
be alfo wilf.ul,) and the notorious attend every like attempt to recon 



falfe pofitjon thatBritain cannot fup- 
port her navy without the aid of 

.North Carolina commodities, cal- 
culated to gull the people into a fur- 
render of all the benefits of commerce, 
to the idle and abfurd fpeculatiom 
and decrees of the affectedly omni- 
potent congrefs at Philadelphia : It 

.proceeds upon thefe falfe and infa 
mo us alien ions and forgeries, to ex- 
cite the people of North Carolina to 

: ufurp the prerogative of the Crown, 
by forcing a militia and appointing 
officers thereto: and finally to take 

. up arms againft the King and his 
government; impudently reprehend- 
ing the people of this colony for 
their inactivity in treafon and rebel- 
lion ; and concluding with a molt 



cile- things in reafon and nature in- 

confiftesst. 

The treafonable proceeding of an 

infamous committee at Ncwberu, at 
the head of a body of armed men, in 

*fekcing and carrying off fix pieces of 

■artillery, the property of the King, 
that lay behind the palace at that 
place; repeated infalts and violences 
offered to his Majefty's fubjecls, by 
thefe little tyrannical and arbitrary 
combinations ; and among others to 
fomeof my fervants, who have been 

Hopped when employed on my bufi- 
net?, and forcibly detained and 
fearched : the unremitted aifiduity 
of thofe engines of fed i tion to fov/ 
di (content and difatfe&ion,- and the 
bafe artifices they employ to alienate 



contradictory, infidious and nonfen- and prejudice the minds of his Ma- 



lical jargon of exhortation to thepyeo- 
pie, affronting to, and, inconfiitent 
with, reafon and common fenie, to 
exert themfeives for the prefervation 
of Britain ; to ftrengthen the hands 
of civil government ; to preferve ihe 
liberty of the conftitution; to look 
up to' the reigning monarch of 



jetty's fubje&s, by confidently and 
traiceroufly propagating the molt 
bafe, fcandalous and monftrous false- 
hoods of the King's religious and 
political principles, and of ill defigns 
of his Majefty's minifters, daring 
thus to defame and traduce even the 
facred character of the beft of prin- 
"Y 2 ces, 
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Cfs, whofe eminent and diftinguifhed 
virtues by universal acknowledge- 
ment, irradiate with unexampled 
luftre his imperial diadem ; and 
whofe piety and Uriel inviolable. re- 
gard to the happy conftitution of hit 
kingdoms, in church and (late, and. 
to the welfare and happineft of all 
his people, (land con felled and ad- 
mired throughout the world, and 
confound and reprobate the infa- 
mous, traiterous and flagitious falfe* 
hoods and forgeries, to which fac- 
tion hath upon every occafion refort- 
cd to prop and fupport the moil un- 
principled and unnatural rebellion 
that was ever excited in any part of 



) 

and ftrengthe n them to baffte an£ de- 
feat every effort of feditioa and trea r 
fon, but prompt them alfo to refill 
their firft approaches by withftanding 
the now meditated infidious attempt 
of the intended provincial conven- 
tion, to iteal upon them the fpirit, 
and. ercA among them the ftandard 
of rebellion, under the cloak and 
pretence of meeting for, folemn de- 
liberation on the public welfare. 

And I have no doubt that they 
will convince the traiterous contri- 
vers and abetters of this plot, of the 
vainnefs of their treacherous devices 
to fow fed it ion and difafFeclion in 
that land of loyally, by indignantly 



jhe world, upon which the light of fpurning from them the faid intended 



.civilization had once dawned** The 
dangerous, unconflitutional and il- 
legal meafure to which the people 
arc invited by an advertitement I have 
feen,.figned Samuel Johnfon, of elec- 
ting delegates to meet in conven- 
tion on the 20th infh at Hi 1 lib th- 
rough, that is fubverfive of the 
,whole conftitution of-this country, 
and evidently calculated to feduc'e 
and alienate his Majefty's faithful 
and loyal fubjeels in the interior and 
weft&rn counties of this province ; 
whofe ftedfail duty to their King and 
country, that hath refilled ell the 
black artifices of falsehood, feditlon 
ajpd treafon, and hath already on my 
reprefentatipn received the King's 
moft gracious approbation and ac- 
ceptance ; which I am authorized, 
and have now the high fatisfaclion to 
iignify. to his Maj^fty's fubjecls 
throughout this province, and par- 
ticularly to. thofe in the counties t>f 
Pobbs, Cumberland, Anion, Orange, 
Guildford, Chatham, Rowan and 
Surry, who have given me more ef- 
pecul and public teftimonials of their 
loyalty, fidelity and . duty, and' to 
give them affurance of his Majefty's 
moft firm fupport,; which I am con- 
fident will not only confirm the good 
d.fpofiuofls of this faithful people, 



congrefs or provincial convention, 
and not fuffering its corrupted breath 
to pollute the air of their country, 
now the pure region of good faith 
and incorruptible loyalty ; to whofe 
virtuous' inhabitants, I irufl, is yet 
referved the glorious archievement 
of crufhing unnatural rebellion ; of 
delivering their country from lawlefs 
power and wide fpreading anarchy; 
of rcftoring and preferving in it the 
free and happy conftitution of Britain 
with all that£train of envied rights 
and bleffings which belong to that 
great and admired fyftem of true 
and genuine liberty, now moil alarm* 
ingly threatened with overthrow, by 
rebellious, republican and tyrannical 
factions, throughout America. 

To the end therefore, that the peo- 
ple of this province at large may be 
acquainted with the enormities, vio- 
lences, and diforders herein before 
recited, which manifeftly tend to the 
deftrn&ion of their peace and wel- 
fare, and to the utter fubverfion o>his 
Majefty's government, and the laws 
and conftitution of this country; 
and that I may faithfully difcharge 
my duty to the King and his Ma- 
jefty's people in this province (whofe 
welfare and profperity have-ever been 
my conftant ftudy) and in order fully 
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tp> forewarn the people of the dangers 
and calamities to which the men 
who have fet themfelves up for had* 
ers in fedition and treafon are court* 
ing them, to fupport tkem in their 
flagitious enormities, or to Screen 
themfelves from the penalties to 



rely for support in their criminal de- 
Signs, to the moft flavifh fubmiffion 
to that very arbitrary power ro which, 
they would now climb upon th« 
ihouldersand by the affiftanCc of the 
people. 

Let the people but confider coolly 



which they know they are become and difpaSfionately the caufe in which 
liable, by expending their crime a- their infamous leaders would engage 



mong numbers of their innocent fel- 
low (ubjefts, for whom I have every 
tender feeling of pity, companion 
and forgivenefs, I have thought ic 
proper to iflue this proclamation, 
hereby to exhort his Majefty's fub- 
j efts, the people of this province, as 
they tender theinvaluable rights and 
privileges of Britifh fubjecls, that 
they do ferioufly reflect upon and 
confider the outrages and violence* 
into which the innocent inhabitants 
of many parts of this province, and 
jn the counties of Dublin, New 
Hanover, Craven and Brunfwick in 



them ; they will fee it from the be- 
ginning of the difcontents in Ame- 
rica founded in erroneous principles, 
and, to this day, fupported by every 
artoffalfehoodandmifreprefentation, 
their bell coloured and molt fpecious 
arguments, fraught with fopbiftry 
and illufion, have ihrunk back from 
the light of (ruth, and vaniihed con- 
founded before the Standard of right 
reafon ; yet dill unaba(hed,tbe tools 
of fedition have impudently tnd 
unremittingly impofed * alien ood 
upon falfehood on the innocent peo- 
ple, extravagantly prophaning even 



particular, have been betrayed by the moft facred name of the Almighty 



the feditions artifices of certain trai- 
terous perfons, who have prefumed 
to take lead amongft them ; and to 
attend to the obvious and ruinous 
confequences of following the wicked 
and flagitious councils of men, who, 
intent only upon romantic Schemes, 
and their own jmiftaken intereft and 
aggrandizement, are cajoling the 
people, by the moft falfe aftcrtions 
and insinuations of oppreflion on 
the part of his Majefty and his go- 
vernment, to become instruments to 
* their bafe views of eitablifhing them- 
fejves in tyranny over them, treacher- 
oufly aiming by fpecious pretences 
of regard to their rights and liberties 
(that have never been invaded or 
intended to be invaded) to delude 
the people to work their own deftruc* 
tion, in order to gratify for a mo- 
ment their own luft of power and 
lawlefs ambition ; that they would 
undoubtedly carry them, if they 



to promote their flagitioo*purpbfe*6f 
exciting rebellion, until they have 
ihaken the allegiance and duty of 
great numbers, and aftually invol- 
ved tome of the people in the moft 
horrid crimes again ft their Sovereign, 
and the laws and constitution of their 
country. And I do hereby next es- 
pecially admonifh his Majcity's faith- 
ful fubje&s in this colony, that the 
holding what is called a provincial 
convention at Hilifborough, in the 
heart of this province, is calculated 
to extend more widely the traiterous 
and rebellious defigne of the enemies 
of his Majefty and his government, 
and the constitution of this province ; 
and particularly to influence, inti- 
midate, and feduce his Majefty *s 
faithful and loyal fubjecls in that 
neighbourhood from their king and 
country, which they have hitherto 
fo faithfully maintained ; for the 
furtherance of which purpofes, a 



could pofiibly fucceed, to reduce the certain Richard Cafwell, one of the 
people upon whom they now call and three perions deputed by a former ille- 

.'gal. 
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fc*l t con«ntion8tPhiI*deiphia t isfent eacn, and every of them, bis Wajeft> r » 



au^miuVyfromthataffemblythathath 
already denounced ruin and destruc- 
tion to America, to forward and 
fuperintend this meeting at Hillf- 
borough, and to inflame it with the 
fatal example of the faid Philadelphia 
congrefs ; a part which he has en- 
tered upoawith the moil active zeal, 
•her having often declared his prin- 
ciples averie to the caufe in which 
at is engaged, thus exhibiting him* 
feif to the world, a monftroas engine 
of double treafon agatnftaii own con- 
fidence and his King at>d country. 
And whereas 1 consider this is a mod 
open and daring attempt to ftir up 
unnatural rebellion in this colony 
again ft hie Majefty and his govern* 
; ;*I do hereby advife, forewarn* 



moit gracious pardon for all vio- 
lences done and committed to the 
date hereof, on their return to their 
duty to the King, and obedience to 
lawful government ; and renouncing 
rheir feditious arid treafonable pro- 
ceedings. And f hereby offer ample 
reward and recompence to the peo- 
ple, or any of them, who mall yield 
and deliver up to me the few prin- 
cipal perfons . who feduced them* to 
the treafonable outrages herein be- 
fore mentioned, to be dealt with ac- 
cording to law. 

* And whereas the people in many 
places have been feduced to the choice 
and appointment of military officers 
among themfelves, which is an ufur- 
pation and invafion of his Majefty'a 
and exhort all his Majefty's fubje£U juft and lawful prerogative; and 



within this province, to forbear ma* 
king any choice of delegates to re* 
preknt them in the propofed conven- 
tion at HiUfborough, as they would 
avoid the guilt of giving fan&ion to 
any iliegal aiTembly, acting upon 



whereas no perfoh whatever is en- 
titled to hold, ertercife, or enjoy any 
commiffion or authority over the mi- 
litia of this colony, but fuch as are 
comnrtiffioned by his Majefty or hia 
Governors of ttiis province. ' And 



jpnncipies- fubverfive of the happy whereas a certain John' A'fhe, herein 



«oniiitu<iOft of their country, and 
that they, by every means' in their 
.power, op pole that dangerous and 
unconftuurional affembly, and refill 
its baneful influence: And whereas, 
in order to encourage the people to 
proceed in the treafon s to which they 
have been blindly influenced and mil- 
led by the periods who have let them 



before* named, who lately refigned 
to me his commiffion of Colonel of 
the militia of the county of New- 
Hanover, has prefumed to influence 
amicondticl a body of armed men of 
the frfid county, and of other ad- 
jacent counties, to the moll daring 
and' treafonable outrages ; and a 
cenain Robert Howes, alias How, 



ielves up for leaders among them, it hath alfo prefumed/ without com- 



has been repttfen ted, in order to in- 
flame and render the people defpe- 
rate, that they have offended parft 
forgivenefs, and that, having no 
mercy to hope for from their King, 
their better chance is to prosecute 
their trcafons to open rebellion and 
rtiiftance of his Majefty and his go- 
vernment; I think it proper, in 
tendernels and pity to the poor mif- 
guided multitude, and to obviate this 
abominable defign of engaging them 
more deeply in tranfgr*i£on, hereby 
to offer, piomife and declare, to all* 



million from me, or any lawful au- 
thority, to take upon himfelf the 
ftile and title of Colonel, and to ad- 
vert! fe and fummon the militia of the 
county of Brunfwick to meet in or- 
der to be trained to arms, I do 
hereby forewarn the people again It 
any and every fuch election of of- 
ficers to which they are or may be 
invited, and caution them again ft 
any obedience and regard to any per- 
fons who have been, or may be fo 
appointed and cbnfen, -hereby de- 
claring 
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daring -every fuch alecVton illegal, 
uncpnititutional, and null- and void 
to all id cents and purpofes : And 
that the faid John Afhe and Robert 
Howes alia? How before mentioned, 
and both of them, and every peribn 
and perfons who hath or have pre- 
sumed to* array the militia, end to 
ailemble them in arms within this 
province* without any commiffioosr 
authority, have invaded his Majefty'* 
juft and royal prerogative, and vlo- 
. lated the laws of their country, to 
which they wjll be anfwcrable for 
the fame, 

And whereat it it out of doubt 
that a majority of the people of this 
, colony, kft to follow the impulfcsof 
their own hearts and understandings, 
are loyal and laithful fubje&s to nil 
Majcfty, and true and firm friends 
to the conftitution and laws of their 
country. And whereas it appears 
. that the aflembling a convention at 
Hillfborough will bring the affairs 
of this country to a crifis, which will 
make it neceflfary for every man to 
aflert his principles, I do hereby 
conjure the good people of this pro- 
vince, as they tender and regard the 
bleffings of Britifli fu,bje&s, that they 
do firmly perfift and perfevere ia 
their duty and allegiance to his Ma* 
jelly, hereby afluriag them in the 
King's name, and by his Majefty's 
authority, of his fir© and determi- 
ned refolu^ton to maintain his faith- 
ful fubjecls in the full and free en* 
joyment of all their religious and 
civil rights, liberties, and privileges, 
and of his Majeftys utrooit encou- 
ragement to them, in the defence 
and fuppoft thereof, again It all ene- 
. mies, rebels, and traitors whatfoever. 

And I do hereby Uriclly require 
and command all his Majeily's Jus- 
tices of the Peace, Sheriffs, and other 
Officers, and all his Majefty's liege 
fubjecls, to exert themfelves in the 
. difcoveryof all feditions, treafons and 
Uaiterous confpiracies, and in biing- 
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ing tojuillce the principals and ac- 
complices therein ; And I do further 
ftricily enjoin them to give all man- 
ner ofc aid, countenance, afliftance. 
and protedion to all his Majefty't 
loyal and faithful people. And all 
perfons are hereby required to take 
notice and govern thetnfelve* accor- 
dingly* 

Given under my hand, and tha 
great feal of the faid province 
on board of his Majefty'a 
fhip Cruizer, in Cape Pear 
river, this 8th day of Auguft 
anno Domini 1775, and im 
the 15 th year of au Majiifty-'a 
reigo. 
GOD fave the KIN G* 
(SIGNED) 

JOSIAH MARTiM~ 
By his Excellency's command, 
J. BIGGLESTON, D> Sec. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 
HiUfinougb, Aug. 25, 1775* 

In provincial Cbngrtfs — pre i en* 
185 Delegates* 

A paper purporting to be a Pro- 
clamation iJTuad by his Excel- 
lency Governor Martin, dated cm 
board his Majsfty's Jhip Cruiaer, at 
Cape Fear, the 8th of Auguft ia- 
ftant, directed to the moderator of 
the provincial convention at Hillf. 
borough, being read. 

" RefoUed unanimoufly, That 
he faid paper is a fahe, fcanda- 
ous, scurrilous, malicious, and a 
Seditious Libel, tending to- *difc 
unite the good people of this Pro- 
vince, and to itir up tumults and 
infnrrections, dangerous to the peace 
of his Majefty's government and the 
fafety of tne inhabitants, and highly 
injurious to the charaders of Seve- 
ral gentlemen of acknowledged vir- 
tue and loyalty." 

In Provincial C&ngrefi, Hillfi*- 
rough, September 10. " Keiolved, 
That no pe/fon holding a military 
office, from which he receives or ex- 

pea» 
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ftefts profit, not tny perfon holding a which we earn 
ucr&uve office under any Jf the 
military commanders in particular, 
or the army in general, Hull be ca- 
pable to aft as a member of the pro- 
vincial council, or any of the com- 
mittees of fafety, or a reprefenta- 
tire of the people in congrefs (of- 
ficers and commanders of the mi- 
littia only expected). 
«• Refolved unanimoufly, That tbe 
faid paper be burnt by the hands of 



toe c&mmon hangman.*'- 

It was burnt accordingly. 

Jm tbe Provincial Coitgn/j, North Ca* 
rolina> September 8, 1775. 
Mr. Hooper laid before the Houfe 
an Addrefi to the Inhabitants of the 
Britifh Empire ; and the fame being 
read was unanimoufly received, and 

,is as follows: viz. 
Friendly and Ftllvw Citizens, 

" The fate of the conteft which 
at prefect fubfifts between thefe Ame- 
rican Colonies and the Britifh Mi- 
ni fie rs who now fit at the helm of pub- 
lie affairs, will be one of the moll im- 
portant epochs which can mark the 
annal* of the Britifh Hiftory. 

" Foreign nations with anxious ex- 
pectation wait the rcfult, and fee 
with amazement the blind infatuated 
policy which the prefect Admini- 
stration purfuestofubjugate thefe Co- 
lonies, and reduce them from being 
loyal and uleful fubjecls, to an ab- 
folute dependance and abject flavery ; 
as if the defendants of thofe ansef- 

xtors who have (hed rivers of blood, 
and expended millions of treafure, 
in fixing upon a Jailing foundation 
the libertiesof the Britifh constitution, 
faw with envy the once happy ftate of 
this Weftcrn region, and itrovc ro ex- 
terminate (t>e patterns of thoi'e vif 
tues which fiione with a luitre which 
bids fair to rival and eclipfe their 
own. 

* 4 To enjoy the fruits of our own 
honeil indultry ; to call that our own 



with the labour of 
our hands, and the fweat of our 
brows ; to regulate that internal po- 
licy by which we, and hot they, are 
to be affected * thefe are the mighty 
boons we a(k : And traitors, rebels, 
and every harm appellation that ma- 
lice can dictate, or the violence of 
language exprefs, are the returns 
which we receive to the moft humble 
petitions and earaeft Amplications. 
We have been told that independence 



is our object; that we feek to fluke 
off all connection with the parent 
Hate. Cruel fuggeftion I do not all 
our profe&ons, all our actions, uni- 
formly contradict this c 

** We again declare, and we in- 
voke that Almighty Being who fear, 
ches the recedes of the human heart, 
and knows our moft fecret intentions* 
that it is our moft earneft wifh arid 
prayer to be reftored, with the other 
united Colonies, to the ftatein which 
we and they were placed ,before the 
year 1763, difpofed to glance over 
any regulations which Britain had 
made previous to this, and which 
feem to be injurious and oppreffive fo 
thefe Colonies, hoping that at' fome 
future day fhe will benignly inter- 
pofe, and remove from us every caufe 
of complaint. 

«* Whenever we have departed 
from the forms of the conftitution, 
our own fafety and f elf- prefer vation 
have dictated the expedient ; and 
if in any inftances we have ailumed 
powers which the laws inveft in the 
Sovereign or his Reprefentatives, it 
has been only in defence of our pef- 
fons, properties, and thofc rights 
which God and the Conftitution 
have made unalienably ours. As 
foon as the caufe of our fears and 
apprehenhons are removed, with 
joy will we return thefe powers to 
their reguiax channels; and fuch iri- 
(licutions formed from mere necef- 
fity, fhall e»,d with that necefilty 
which created them*. 

" Thefe 
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" T htfe* efrpreflions flow from an 
jafFcclion bordering upon devotion to 
the fucceffion of the Houfe of Hano- 
ver, as by law eftablifhed, from fub- 
jc£b who view it as a monument that 
sioe? honour to human nature; a 
jnonuinent capable of teaching King* 
J&ow glorious it is to reign over a 
free people. Thefe are the heart- 
felt effufions of men ever ready to 
fpend their blood and treafure, when 
conftiuitionally called upon, in fup- 
W>rt of that fucceffion of his Majefty 
King George the Third , his Crown 
and dignity, and who fervently vim 
10 tranfmit ids reign to future ages as 
the aera of common happinefs to hit 



Nftv York, Kbvmhr 9. The fol- 
lowing information received by ex* 
prefs from South Carolina may bo 
depended upon, viz. 

That they have two thoufand men 
in aclual pay, and five hundred horfe 
on the frontiers* Col oriel Gadfden, 
Commander in Chief, and Colonel 
Ifaac Huger, fecond Colonel, firft 
regiment. Second regiment, Colo- 
nel Moultrie, Ifaac Mott. Lieut. 
Colon*], late of the Royal Ameri- 
cans. Fort Johnfon fortified, and 
garrifoned with 450 men. Mount 
Pirafant fortified with four cannon, 
two hundred men {rationed to pie- 
mm vent the (hipping taking water. No 

people. Co old thefe our fen time nta provisions allowed the King's fhips. 



teach the Throne, furely our fove 
reign wonld forbid the horrors of 
war and ^defoiatiao to intrude into 
this once peaceful and happy land, 
and would Hop that deluge of hu- 
man blood which now threatens to 
overflow this Colony ; blood too pre- 
cious to be iked but in a common 



Two fchooners fitted out, mounting 
fourteen and twelve guns, and full 
manned as cruizers. T hethree forta 
in Charles Town, and the firft baf- 
tion fortified with cannon* An en- 
trenchment about four miles front 
town laid out to be made, and men 
ready to begin the entrenchment 



caufe, again ft the common enemy of when the exprefs came away. Wo- 
Great Britain and her fons. 

" This declaration we hold forth 
as a teftimony of loyalty to our So- 
vereign, and affection to our parent 
Hate, and as a fincere earneft of our 
prcfent and future intentions. 

** We hope hereby to remove 
thofe imprenlons which have been 
made by the reprefentatione of wer 
and wicked men to the prejudice of 
this Colony, who thereby intended 
that Che rectitude of our defigns 
night be brought into diuVuft, and 
fed 1 don, anarchy, and confufion, 
fpread through this loyal Province. 

" We have discharged a doty 
which we owe to the world, to our* 
selves, and pofterity ; and may the 
Almighty God give fuccefs to the 
means we make ufe of, fo far as 
they are aimed to produce jult, law* 
ful, and good purpofes, and the fal- 
vation and happinefs of the whole 
Jjriuih Empire."/ 



men and children aloioft all moved 
out of town, and barracks built for 
them in the country. They have 
twenty ton of powder, and the quan- 
tity daily increafiag. Two thoufand 
men in uniforms, blue faced with 
red ; light horfe five hundred, blue 
faced with white, and well furnifhed* 
The; militia in the country in fine 
order; drill ferjeants having been 
fent among them many months pait. 
The regulators in the back country, 
who were under oath, have entered 
into a treaty to remain neuter^ (fee 
page 112,) Thomas Fletcher and 
Patrick Cunningham, their Chiefs, 
are now in Charles Town. The 
people are under no apprehensions 
from the Negroes. The Honourable 
William Henry Drayton,, the worthy 
Judge of the Superior Court, has 
made a treaty with the Cherokees 
to affiil the inhabitants in cafe of 
neccflity. 

z 
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• TVII.LIAM5BURG/r/^,w. 
To Col. Andrzw Lewis, and 
Mr. JghnBoyer. 

Gentlemen > 

For your paft fervice you have our 
thanks, and we prefume it is all the 
reward you defire. And as we have 
a^ain commuted to you the greateft 
truft we can confer (that of appear- 
ing for us in the great council ofthe 
colony) we think it expedient you 
hear our fentiments at this impor- 
tant juncture. And firft, we require 
you to reprefent us wirh hearts re- 
plete with the moft grateful and 
loyal veneration for the race of 
Brunfwick, for they have been truly 
our fathers; and at the fame time 
the moft dutiful attention for «ur So- 
vereign, of whofe honeft heart we 
cannot entertain any diffidence ; but 
forry we are to add, that in his 
•councils we can no longer confide ; 
afet of mifcreants, unworthy to ad- 
minifter the laws of Britain's em- 
pire, have been permitted impioufly 
to fway. How unjuitly, cruelly, 
and tyrannically, they have invaded 
our rights, we need not now put 
you in mind. We only fay, and we 
aflert it with pride,, that the fub- 
je&s of Britain are one ; and when 
the honeft man of Bo Hon who has 
broke no law, has his piopeny 
.wrefted from him, the hunter on the 
Allegany muft take the alattn, &nd, 
as a freeman of America, he will fly 
.to hisTeprefentatives, and thus in- 
Jtruct them ; Gentlemen, my gun, 
my tomahawk, my life J detire you 
to render to the honour of my king 
.and country ; but my liberty to 
range thefe woods on the fame terms 
my father has done, is not .mine to 
give up ; it was not purcbafed by 
ane, and purchafed it was; it is en- 
tailed on my fon, and the tenure is 
facred. Watch over it, gentlemen, 
for to him it mufldefcendun violated, 
'if my arm can defend it ; but if not, 
if wicked power is permitted to pre- 



vail again ft me; the original pur- 
chafe was blood, and mine fhall Teal 
the furrender. 

That our countrymen and the 
world may know our difpofition, we 
chufe that this be publiihed. And 
we have one requeft to add, that is, 
that the fons of freedom who ap- 
peared for ns at Philadelphia, will 
accept our moft ardent, grateful ac- 
knowledgements ; and we hereby 
plight them our faith, that we will 
religioufly obferre their refolutions, 
and obey their inftrnftions, in con- 
tempt of power and temporary inte- 
reft ; and fhould the meafures they 
have wifely calculated for our relief 
fail, we will Hand prepared for every 
contingency. We are, Gentlemen, 

Your dutiful, &c. 

The Freeholders*of Botetourt/ 

Williamjburgy 08* 27. After Lord 
Dunmore, with his troops, and the 
navy, had been far fever al weeks 
feizing the perfons and property of 
his majefty's peaceable fubjeclsin thi$ 
Colony, on Wednefday night laft a 
party from an armed tender landed 
near Hampton, and took away a va- 
luable negro man ilave and a fail 
from the owner. Next morning there 
appeared, off* the mouth of Hamp- 
ton river, a large armed fchooner, a 
Hoop, and three tenders, with fol- 
diers on beard ; and a meffage wai 
received at Hampton from Captaie 
Squire, on board the fchooner, that 
he would that day land and burn the 
town, On which a company of re* 
gulars, and a company of minute* 
men, who had been placed there in 
confequence of former threats de- 
nounced againft that place, made 
the beft difpofition to prevent their 
landing, aided by a body or militia, 
who were fuddenl) called together 
on -the occafion. The enemy ac- 
cordingly attempted to htnd, but 
were letatded ,lv* ,>.;u j ouats funk 
aciofs the <.>><•,,* t - kiu-t p6rpo|e^* 

Upoa 
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Upon this they fired federal fm all can- recced to various perfons in Maryland 
non at the provincials, without any and North-Carolina, from London ; 
^iFecl: ; who in return difcharged their and, after reading them, wrote on 
fmail-arms fo effectually, as to make all the letters, " By order of the com- 
the enemy move oiF with the lofs of mittee of fafety." 
feveral men, as it is believed. But WHEREAS Lord Dunmore, not 
they had, in the mean time, burnt contented with having mvolved the af- 
down a houfe belonging to Mr. Coo- fairs of this colony in extreme confu- 
per, on that river. On intelligence fion, by withdrawing himfelf unne- 
of this reaching Williamfburg, about ceSTarily from the administration of go- 
9 o'clock at night, a company of rifle- vernment, and exciting an iniurrccnon, 
men were difpatched to the aid of ofourflaves, hath lately, in conjunction 
Hampton, and the colonel of the 2d with the ofHcers of the navy, pro-, 
regiment fent to take the command • ceeded to commence hostilities againft 
of the whole, who with the company his majefty's peaceable fubjedts in the 
arrived about 8 o'clock next morning, town and neighbourhood of Norfolk ; 
The enemy had, in the night, cut captivated many, and feized the pro- 
through the boats funk, and made a perty of others, particularly Slaves* 
paSTage for their veSTels, which were who are detained from the owners ; 
drawn clofe up to the town, and be- flopped all intercourfe between the in- 
gan to fire upon it foon after the ar- habitants of that borough and the 
rival of the party from Williamiburg; other parts of the Colony, except by 
but as foon as our men were fo dif- fuch as are inimical to the rights of 



pofed as to give them a few mot, they 
went off fo haitily that our people took 
a fmall tender with five white men,' a 
woman, and two Slaves, fix fwivels, 
feven mufkets, fome fmall-arms, a 



America, by means of whom provi- 
fions are fupplied to the troops, and 
intelligence conveyed to his Lordfhip 
of every material tranfadtion, whjUt 
none of his pernicious defigns can 



fword, piitols, and other things, and tranfpire in the country until they are 
feveral papers belonging to Lieutenant manifested by the execution of them. 



Wright, who made his efcape by 
jumping overboard and fwimming a- 
•way with Mr. King's negroe-man, 
who are on Shore, and a purfuit it is 
hoped may overtake them. There 
were two of the men in the veflel 
mortally wounded ; one is Since dead, 
and the other near his end. Befides 
which, we are informed nine were 
feen to be thrown overboard from one 
of the vefTels. We had not a man 
even wounded. The veflels went over 



The Committee of Safety, in order 
to counteract, as far as they can, fo 
unjuiliiiable partiality, have unani- 
mously refolved that no perfon what- 
foever Shall be allowed to pafs to or 
from the borough of Norfolk, or town 
of Portfmouth, without a permit irom 
the faid committee, or the committee 
of the county or corporation wherein 
fuch perfon refides, or from the com- 
manding officer of one of the regi- 
ments, or of a detachment therefrom, 



to Norfolk, and we are informed the or from the commanding officer of a 

whole force from thence is intended to company or detachment of minute- 

yifit Hampton this day. If they Should, men, or militia, in actual fervice at 

we hope our brave troops are prepared the time of fuch permit ; and all com- 

for them ; as we can with pleafure, mittees, and all officers civil and mili* 

allure the public, that every part of tary, and all other perfons, Friends 

them behaved with fpirit and bravery, to America, are delired to attend to 



and are wiShing for another fkirmifh. 

We hear that Lord Dunmore lately 
fcixed a great number 'of lettersj dv 



this refolution, 

. 8y order pt the Qommittee of Safety, 

John Pendleton, jun. Clerk. 

Z z Willi&mjluri 
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Williamjlurgb, Virginia, Oa. 28. 
Thurfday laft lit the morning a 
hrge armed fchctoner, and three Ten- 
ders with ibldiers on board, appeared 
off Hampton. Captain Squire fent a 
meifage on fhore that he was come to 
burn the town. A company of the 
Virginian Regulars, and another of 
minute men, prepared to receive him. 
Their landing was retarded by fome 
boats fun}: acrpfs the channel. They 
fired upon the town, howevei, with- 
out doing any damage^ and it was re- 
turned fo as to make them move off. 
A difpatch to this place obtained a re- 
inforcementof a company of rifle men, 
and a colonel to command the whole. 
They reached Hampton by eight 
ofclock next morning, which is near 
forty miles. By this time the enemy, 
having cat through the boats in the 
night, were drawn up clofe to the 
town, upon which they began to fire. 
This was immediately returned fo 
as to make them go off with fuch pre- 
cipitation as 'to leave a Tender, which 
fell into-our hands. The Tender con- 
tained five white men, a woman, and 
two flaves ; fix fwivels, feven mufkets, 
fome fmaller arms, and feveral papers 
belonging to a Lieutenant Wright, 
who made his efcape oft fhore, and is 
now purfaed* Two men in the veflel 
were mortally wounded, and were 
thr wn overboard. We expetfc their 
whole fo*ce again ft- us to-day, and 
we aro prepared for them. Before 
their attack they burnt a gentleman's 
undefended houfe not far from the 
town. 

William/burgh, Firgima, Nov. II. 
The day before yefterday his excel- 
lency Lord Dunmore, our governor, 
published the following proclamation : 
"As I have ever entertained hopes 
that an accommodation might have 
taken place between GreatBritain and 
this Colony, without beingcompelled, 
by my duty, to this moft difagrecable, 
but now absolutely necefiary ftepj ren~ 
dered fo by a body of armed men, un- 



lawfully afleirtbled, firing on Ms mav 
jefty's tenders, and the formation of 
an army,, and that army now on their* 
march to attack his majefty's troops, 
and deilroy the well-difpofed fubjefb 
of this Colony : to defeat fuch trea- 
sonable purpofe, and that aft 'fuch 
traitors, and their abettors, may be 
brought to juftice, and that the peace 
and good order of this colony may be 
again reftored, which the ordinary 
courfe of the civil law is unable to ef- 
fect, I have thought fit to hTue this 
my proclamation, hereby declaring, 
that until the afbrefaid good purposes 
can be obtained, I do, m virtue of 
the power and authority to me given 
by his majefty, determine to execute 
martial law, and ceufe the fame to be 
executed throughout this Colony ; and 
to the end that peace and good crde* 
may the fooner be reftored, I do re- 
quire every perfon capable of bearing 
arms to retort to his majefty's ftandard, 
or be looked upon as traitors to his 
majefty's crown-ami government, and 
thereby become liable to the penalty' 
the law inflicts upon fuch offences, 
fiich as forfeiture of £fe, confifeatkm 
of lands, &e. And I do Hereby fur- 
ther declare all indented fervants, ne- 
groes, or others, (appertaining to re-? 
bels) free, that are able and willing 
to bear arms, they joining his ma- 
jefty's troops,' as foon as may be, far 
the more fpeedily reducing this Co- 
lony to a proper fenfe of their duty to 
his majeily's crown and dignity. I do 
farther order, and require, all his 
majefty's liege fubjecls to retain their 
quit-rents, or any other taxes due, or 
that may become due, in their own 
cuftody, till fuch time as peace may 
be again reftored to this at* prefent 
moft unhappy country, or demanded 
of them for their former falutary pur- 
pofes, by ofticers properly authorifed 
to receive the fame. 

Given on board the fhip William, 
off Norfolk, the 7th of No- 
vember, 

Continuation. 
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Epntlmmtkn of the eorrefiomknce &- 
tnvecn Governor Tryon, and the Mayor 
of New -York (from page 55.^ 
Qemmittet Chamber New-York 03. 1 3 

"Sir, 
- THE committee have taken into 
coniideration the letter your worfhip 
received from his Excellency Governor 
Tryon, of this date. From unquef- 
tionable authority they are aflured, that 
the provincial Congrefe have received 
no order or recommendation to feize his 
excellency's perfon, or the perfons of 
any of the other officers of his govern- 
ment* 

It is with pleafure, Sir, we can afTfire 
you, as far as we can judge, that his 
Excellency's conduct has given general 



^ Nenv-York, fiee. 7. On Monday laft 
his Excellency Governor Tryon, fent 
thejfollowing letter to Whitehead Hick;, 
Efq; Mayor of this city, dated on 
board) the fliip Dutchefs of Gordon, 
New- York Harbour, Dec. 4. 1775. 

*' Sir, I defire you will lay before 
the corporation the inclofed paper, 
contaiuingmyfentimentson theprefent 
convulfed ftate of this country, anJ" 
that you will be pleafed to make the 
fame public, lam, Sir, 

Your very humble fervant, 

Wm, Tryon. 
To the Inhabitants of New York. 

€€ I take this public manner to Signi- 
fy to the inhabitants of this province, 
that his Majesty has been gracioufly 



Satisfaction to our fellow-citizens, and pleafed to grant me his royal permif- 

con£din^mhkfriendlydifpofirions*to- iion, to withdraw from my govern- 

wards the inhabitants of this colony, it ment ; and at thefame time to allure 

isoureanieftwifh, that he will coritiiroe them of my readktefs to perform eve-- 

jo reiide among os. J am, wjth much ry fervice in my power to promote the 

re/pect, your Worlhip's obedient an<f common felicity. 

very humble fervant, " If I am excluded from every hope 

(By* order of the General Committee) of being any way inftrumental towards 

HENRY REMSEK, Chairman, the re-efteblimment of that harmony. 

Whitehead Hicks, Efq, Mayor at prefent interrupted, between Great 

of the city of New- York.'* Britain and her Colonies, I expect foon 

On board the HalHfax Pacquet, Q3o- to be obliged to avail myfelf of hia* 



ber 19. 
"Sir, 
FINDING your letter of yefterday 
insufficient for the fecurity I requefted 
from the corporation and citizens, and 
objectionable for the mode in which 
you obtained the fenfe of the inhabi- 
tants, my duty directed me for the pre- 
fent inftant, to remove on board this 
fhlp ; where I fhalLbe ready to do fach 
bufinefs of the country, as the fituation 
of the times will permit. The citi- 



Majefty's indulgence. 

" It has given me great pain to view 
the colony committed to my care, in, 
fuch a turbulent ftate, as not to have 
afforded me, fince my arrival, any prof- 
pect of being able to take the difpafiio- 
nate and deliberate voice of its inha- 
bitants, in a con fti rational manner up- 
ort the refolution of Parliament, tor 
compofing the prefent ferments in this 
province. A refolution that was intend-' 
ed for the bafis of an accommodation, 



ztns, as well as the inhabitants of the and if candidly confidered, in a way 
province may.be aiTured of my incli- which it will be moftprobablyfuccefsful. 



nat : on to embrace every means in my 
power to reftore the peace, good or^er 
arid authority' of government, I am, 
Sir, yourmoft obedient fervant, 

WILLIAM TRYON. 
Whitehead Hicks, Efq ; Mayor 
of the city of New York." 



and treated with that delicacy and de- 
cency requifite to the cultivation of a 
fmcere reconciliation and friendship, 
might yet te improved, for the pur- 
pose of reftoring the general tranquili- 
ty and -fecurity of the empire. 

" Ibvye 
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+* I owe it to my afTe&ion to this co- 
lony, to declare my wifh, that fome 
meafurc may be fpeedily adopted for 
this purpo/e ; asl feel an extreme de- 
gree of anxiety, in being witnefs to the 
growing calamities of this country, 
without the power to alleviate them. 
Calamities that muft increafe, while 
fo .many of the inhabitant: with-hold 
their allegiance from their Sovereign, 
and their obedience to their parent 
country, by whofe power and patron- 
age they have hitherto been futfained 
and protected. Win. Trvon. 

Sbtp Dutcbejs of Gordon, Harbour of 

New. -York, Dec. 4, 177$. 

The contents^ of Rivington's New- 
York Gazetteer occafioned the prinr 
tcr's Houfe to be furroiinded on the 
23d of November by 75 of the Con- 
netricut light-horfe witn firelocks and 
fixed bayonets, who entered the houfe 
between twelve and one o'clock at 
soon, deftroyed all the types, and put 
an entire iiop 10 his bufmefs. The 
citizens beheld the whole fecne without 
airordin- him the lcail-afliflance. 
. Camvridge, Oct* 10. A few days 
fince anivtd in town, the Honourable 
Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Lynch, 
andiienjaminHamibn, E (quires, from 
Philadelphia, a committee from the 
Continental Congrefs K the Honour- 
able Mauhew GriiAoid, Efq; Deputy 

Governor, and Wales, Eiq; of 

Connecticut 9 the Honourable Nicho- 
las Louke, Efq; Deputy Governor 
and Commander in chief of Rhode -Jf- 
Und ; and the Honourable John \V>nt- 
wortn, Efq; prefideut of the Provin- 
cial Congrefs of New-Iiampfhire. — 
As t'le time for which the preieutarmy 
is ralfedwill expire in two or three 
aionihs, thefe gentlemen, with the 
members or. the honourable Council of 
this Colony, are a j pointed to meet 
and confer with his Excellency Gene- 
ral Wainmgton, on the fubject of icrm- 
ing an.: re-diablifhing the Continental, 
a ny, in the defence of the united Co- 
lonies, ior a further time. 



The whole nrmyrc-entrfted, and the 
gentlemen of the Congrefs, returned 
to Philadelphia. 

From tbe Votes of tbe Houfe . of Repre* 
fentatiws of Penttjybvania. 

THE Houfe met and appointed 
John Morton, Efq; fpeaker ; Charles 
fyloorc, clerk; William Sheed, fer- 
jeant at arms ;, and Andrew M'Nair* 
door-keeper. 

Oft* 18, 1775. A member preferr- 
ed at the table the following letter from 
the Continental Congrefs to the Com- 
mittee of Safety for this Province, in- 
clofing certain refolves of the faid Con- 
grefs pafled the ninth arid twelfth of 
this inftant, which were read by order, • 
and are aa they refpeclively follow, 
viz. 

Congrefs-C bomber, 0#. \z, 1775* 
*' Gentlemen, 

€€ The prefent fituation of affairs 
renders it abfolutely neceffary in the 
Opinion of the Congrefs, for the pro* 
teclion of our liberties, and fafety of 
our lives, to raiie feveral new batta- 
lions, and therefore the Congrefs have 
come into the inclofed resolutions,' 
which I am ordered to tranfmit to you. 

The Congrefs have the ftrmeft con* 
fidence, that from your experienced 
zeal in this great caufe, you will exert 
your utmeft endeavours to carry into 
execution the faid refolutions, andraife 
the battalion recommended to be raif* 
ed with all poiTible expedition. > 

■ The commiflions 1 will fill up with, 
the names of the perfons you determine 
upon, immediately on the receipt of 
the lift. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
. ■ Your moil obedient fervant, 
John Hancock, Prelidcnt." 
To tbe Gentlemen tftbt 
Qcm?ntttet of Safety far 

■ Pennsylvania. 
In Congress, Monday, 0*!7.o, 1775. 

On motion made, Rejolved, 

That j: be recommended to the Con- 
vention of New Jerfey, that they im- 
mediately raife, at the expence .of the 
continent, 
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•onthtent, two battalions cbnfifllng of myfelf to conform in all inftancer t* 
*ight companies each, and each com- " * ' * * 

pany of fixty-eight privates, and otH- 
.cered with one Captain, one Lieute- 
nant, one Enfign, four Serjeants and 
four Corporals. 

That the privates be enlifled for a 
year, at the rate of five dollars per ca- 
lender month, liable to be difcharged 
at any time on allowing them one 
months pay extraordinary. 

That each of the privates be allow- 
ed, inflead of a bounty, a felt hat, a 



fuch rules and regulations as are or 
fhall be eflabliftied for the government 
of the faid army. 

Refolved, That a fimilar recom- 
mendation ifloc to the Ailembly or 
Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania, 
to raife one battalion on the fame term* 
as thofe ordered to be raifed in Ncw- 
Jerfey, and to be officered in like man- 
ner. 

Refolved, That the men enlifled be 
furniihed with a hunting fhirt, not ex- 



pair of fhoes and a pair of yarn flock- ceeding in value one dollar, and on« 
ings ; the men .to find their own arms, third of a dollar, and a blanket, pro- 



That the pay of the officers for the 
prefent be 'the lame as that of the of- 
ficers in the prefent Continental army, 
and in cafe the pay of the officers is 
augmented, the pay of the officers in 
thefe battalions fhall in like manner be 
augmented from the time of their en- 
gaging in the fervice. 

Oft. 12, 1775. Refolved, That each 
Captain and other cammiflioned offi- 
cer, while in the recruiting fervice of 
this Continent, or on, their march to 
join the army, fhall be allowed two 
dollars, and two thirds of a dollar per 
week for their fubiiflence ; and that 
the men, who enlif^ fhall each of 
them, whilft in quarters, be allowed 
one dollar per week, and one dollar 
and one third of a dollar when on their 
march to join the army for the fame 
purpofo. 

That the Prefident tranfmit to the 
Convention of New- Jerfey blank com- 
mifiions to be filled up by the faid Con- 
vention to the Captains and fubaltern 
officers in the faid two battalions, and 
that the appointment of 'the field-of- 
ficers be for the prefent fufpended un- 
tiil the Congreis fhall take order on 
that matter. 

The form of the enliflment to be in 
the following words, viz, 

I , have this day voluntarily 

enlifled myfelf as a foldier in the Ame- 
rican Continental army for one year, 
urtkls fooner difcharged ; and do bind 



vided thefe can be procured, bet not 
to be made part of the terms of enli&. 
ment. 

A copy from the minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec* 
By order of the-Congrefs, 

John Hancock, Prefident. 

0<7. 19. The Houfe took into con-^ 
iideration the motion for a re-appoint- 
ment of the prefent Committee of 
Safety, with the addition of ibme new 
members, and approving th» perfoni 
propofed. 

Refolved, That a Committee of 
Safety for this Province, confiiling of 
32 gentlemen, be immediately ap- 
pointed ; and that feven or more of 
the faid Committee, with the Prefi- 
dent, or, in his abfence, the Vice- 
Prefident, be a board for tranfaCling 
any bufinefs that may properly come 
before them. 

Philadelphia, 0#. 28. Lafl Sunday 
died of an apoplectic flroke, in the 
fifty- third year of his age, the Honour- 
able Peyton Randolph, Efq; of Vir- 
ginia, late Prefident of the Continent 
tal Congrefs, and Speaker of the Houfe 
of Burgefles of Virginia. 

Cambridge, Aug, 31. Lafl Satur- 
day night about two thoufand troopa 
of the united Colonies entrenched on 
a hill in Charles-Town, -known by the 
name of PIowM-Hill, within point 
blank fhot of the enemy ; and noc- 
withftanding a continual fire from them 

almolb 
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iJmoft aH the day following, we had 
only two killed and two wounded. 
;WbUe our intrenchmenxs were carry- 
ing on upon the hill, parties of rifle- 
men were employed in firing upon the 
advanced guards on Charles-Town 
Jtfeck ; one of their officers and feve- 
ral men were feen to fall.— Two of the 
enemy's floating batteries attempting 
lo annoy our people at work upon the 
hill, were filenced in Myftick River, 
and one of them partly funk, by fame 
x>f our cannon placed at Temple's farm. 
. Bunkerhill, Plow'd hill, and Winter 
iill are iituated in a range from eafl to 
well, each of them on or near My&ick 
xiver; Pjow'djiillis.inxbe middle, and 
is the loweft of the thr»e, the fummit 
of which is about half>mile from the 
enemy's works on Bunker's-rHill. 

- The enemy, finding hut little effeft 
torn thejr firing have .relaxed ; our 
men are fecure in their new poll. 

Cam/bridge, Sept. 18. We have an 
account from Bofton, that they are de- 
molifhing the fouth end of the town, 
in order to build, a fortification from 
river to river : we have given over all 
'expectation of their coniing out. 

Cambridge, Sept. z\. LaftSaturday 
the enemy, with their cannon, fired 
t>rilkly from their lines on Jofton Neck, 
but without doing us any damage. 
The next morning the firing was re- 
turned* The cannonading has con- 
tinued on both fides almofl ever fince. 
ExtraBofa Letter from an Officer at 

Bopn, CUhber6. 
•" Nothing very material, has happen- 
ed for feme time. We are building 
a fort upon the heights of Charle- 
town, which will contain about feven 

? hundred men. Our -army and the re- 
bels are only about a thoufand yards 
diftant from each other, which obliges 
us to be continually upon our guard 
and watching them. We nave fre- 
quent cannonadjngs,and now and then 

7 lpfe a man. _ 

. Cambridge, Oct. 4. Two defer- 
tprs came over lait night, they be- 



longed to the 1 otfc regiment. They Of 

there are hardly 6000 effe&ive men ia 
Bofton, and near 2000 fick : they fur- 
ther fay, that they are much difpirited, 
have not a tafte 0/ frefli provisions, 
and they would almoft all deiert if 
they could. 

Cambridge OB. 11. We have 
had feveral deferters trvia week; one 
of them, who was a corporal, gave 
us ah account of the Jick and unfit for 
fervice in BeHon, which according to 
the laft return he fays amount to 

2532- 

Newport, Rhode-lfiand, 08. 2 LzSt 
Tuefday night a party of the American 
army, under Col/Tupper, went on Go- 
vernor's Ifland, near the caftle, in Maf- 
fachufetts-bay, and brought off 1 3 fat 
cattle> and two of the light horie, and 
returned to Cambridge the next morn- 
ing with their booty, without fuffering 
the leaJl damage- They alfo burnt all 
the buildings thereon, with a-confidera- 
ble quantity of hay* 

Newport, 0<57. 9. By the motions of 
Quae of the men of war and transports 
in this harbour, laft Monday, it was 
fiifpe&ed they intended to take off live 
Hock from the farms, in the fouth part 
of this ifland, called Brenton's neck, 
the en&ing night ; whereupon a num- 
ber of peribns wentdownin the evening 
and brought off abou t 1 000 fheep, and 
between 40 or 50 head, of horned cat- 
tle from feveral farms , but there ftill 
remained a confiderable number of 
cattle, fheep and hogs, on two farm* 
belonging to Jahlbfel and Benjamin 
Br en ton, great part of which 'tis fup- 
poied were by them there collected for, 
• and fold to the men of war, to be fent 
to Boflon, for the exprefs purpofe of 
fupplying - our inveterate enemies.— 
The next day the fhips took off the 
fold Brenton's farms about 35 head of 
cattle, and 150 fheep; onWednefday 
they took 5 or 6 more cattle, there 
being. Ml left on the farms of James, * 
Jahleel, and Benjamin -Brenton, be- 
tween 60 and 70 head of cattle. On . 

Wed- 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 'Si ) 

neifday and Thurfday morning a- Colonics in Amer'ca, its votes, ani 

bout 300 minute*men, arrived here its true interefts, America fhould 

from the county of Providence, Ti- be accofed of having long fought 

verton and Little Compton, under reparation. No public meetings, no 

tlje command of Cols. Elenk Hop- intercepted letters, no meajures Jiave 

kins and William Richmond ; , and heretofore been related to thepublic, 

as foon as they had refrelhcd them- which can poffibly fhew America 



felves, they marched into rhe Neck, 
and brought off 66 horned cattle, 
fome flieep, hogs, and poultry, the 
fhips the fame time lying within 



generally or decifively difpofed to 
make oft the connection. And there 
are certainly other fuliicient affigoa* 
ble motives for their conducl ; mo- 



gun and ftiot, difcharged feveral can- tives which in the reigns of Charles 

son at them, butwithout any cfFed. the ifl. and James 2td. were feen 

• ■ ' operating in our own country; and 

For the Remembrancer. , after having infpired Englishmen ac 

THE great importance of the fub- home, have now travelled with En- 

je£t, and arguments of the inclofed glifbmen abroad. Yet I can fuppofe 

letters of Dr. Franklin, the wifdom that in a country increasing like A- 

of the writer, the correfpondence of merica, where every man of 25 has 

fails with his conjectures, the early feen the inhabitants double,, where 

time ( Dec, 1754) at which they ap- every man of 50 has feen them qua- 

peared, and the few late arrivals from drople, and where many old mea 

America, induce me to fuppofe that have feen them increafe eightfold* 

you will be pleafed to give them that common fenfe, and a knowledge* 

aptace in your next Remembrancer, of human infirmities on both fides. 

In the London Chronicle, where Ihould have made the difmember- 

they were publifhed without the, tnent of the empire feem no impro-, 

bable event, in the courfe of time. 

The idea is natural, 'and could not 

be kept from fpeculative individuals; 

but it never fpread ; it never went to 

iffue ; and nothing feemed expected 

but from the quiet workings of a 

providence. Thofe who are the fir ft: 

amongft us to prophefy the fall of 

Britain, are generally the laftto wifh 

it : and only Mr. Hume is guilty, 

when he particularizes and points ac 

abjolutt monarchy, as the eafieft 

death, the true Euthanafia, of the 

Britifh coniUtution. I will not, how* 

ever, deny, that America may row 

proceed to independence, rather than 

fewer than 21 years, have produced fubmit to opprejjknx an armed relift- 

fuch a revolution in the principles of ance in a fenfible people meaning 



names, they were prefaced by a letter 
figned a Lo<Ver of Great Britain y 
which 1 alfo fend you, as giving « 
proper introduction, and explanation 
to the reft. 

Dr. Franklin's* propofal for adding 
American reprefentatives to our Br i* 
tifh Parliament, which I conceive 
no man verfed in affairs will fuppofe 
infincere, gives clear evidence, that 
while the Americans oppofed parlia- 
mentary taxes in theory, before they 
were feen in w*/-/-*^ yet they had then 
' noideasof eflablifhing independence. 
The cafe, however, is now placed 
npon a different ilTue; and perhaps 



Parliament and the higher ranks 
throughout the nation, as 1 fuipcdt 
even the penetration of Dr. Frank- 
lin did not wholly forcfee. 

It is, indeed, mod invidious and 

Cruel, that in oppofujon to the fo» 

~lemn declaration of Con^refs and 

A 



nothing elfe. But we are no where 
fhewn, that when violence is with- 
drawn, their arms will not belaid 
down. 

Had Britain ufed policy, peace 
and affection towards America, and 
fought her own profpenty, rather by 
4 relmauiib- 
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relinquilhing than affuming, Ameri- ward3,andrcfufingdailyopportunitles 
ca might have held fail to her long of reformation, they are now fending 
after her force had grown unable to out fire and /zvord to incapacitate or 
control it; and, when they parted,' " - - * T r L ~ 

they might have parted in quietnefs 
and frienafhip; exchanging rights 
and fuperiority, for faithful fervices, 
andadvant?gesby ftipulation. When 
men are well ufed they forget their 
powers, and even privileges; and 



retain as nvais, thofe whom they 
cannot fubdue as (laves, and will 
not accept as cooperating friends. 
That is, in the words of a cele- 
brated female hiftorian* they aie not 
madmen, for madmen have lucid 
intervals ; they are not fools, for 
find few things more natural than to fools are feidom fo rafh ; but they 
* ' T? -~- *~ ~ L: - L ~ f nn may be faid to be under a judicial 

infatuation. As to their laft re- 



love and obey. Even to think of an 
attempt to break rfF old connections 
and habits, is an effort to be waked 
to biood, unlefs by provocation.— 
Hiitory, human nature, and the 
former disunited rtate of the Colo- 
nies, were all in all point. By our 



draining bill, it was a chain of iron 
to binri the Americans to each other, 
Hillory reads to us the event of 
our arms ; *ve need not look far irKO 
the bofom of time, and argue a pti* 



navy and fpies, we might have pro- eri. Jnllead of fearching into the re- 
tecled their encreafmg commerce, cords of a colony, frefh from under 
and formed a barrier for them againft perfecution, for fcattered negative 
European invaiion; and in return proofs of a partial denial of our 
they' would have contributed to the authority, (proofs which , a wrfer 
increafe, fupplies, and fuppor't of man would have fhunned) Lord M. 
that navy. They were a new born would do well to recollect the hifto- 
proteftant power to affift in the fcale ries of & people's refiftance in England, 
of Europe, and would have attacked Holland, Sweden, Corfica, S^itaer- 
pTance and Spain for us in the new land, Portugal, Spain, and the pro- 
World. They would havefurniihed ne- tettant parts of France. He will 
ceffaries to our Weft-indies, which find antient times alfo rich with eje- 
within a century they may now con- amples: undifciplined favages and 
quer. We 'mould have had from flaws too in the Wet Indies Gull 
them their trade, and foreign mate- teach him. 

rials without foreign duties; and But the Americans are an aukward, 
they would have"had oar advances, fimple fet of people, divided by ani* 
which would have puttied on coloni- mofiues, cowardly and knavifh, (ay 
nation, till it had got round to the governors and counfeUors; evidence 
Pacific Ocean; filling America with which Or. Franklin, you will fee, moft 
freemen, proteflants iindEnelifhnien, wilely fonvarns againlt. Precifelyun- 
*nd making it the refuge or religion der like reprefentatibn Philip the Se- 
and liberty. In fhort America would cond made his fuccefslefs war in tht 
have given uathe beieat ofthe mott Netherlands; and under like repre- 
e^tenfive conquefls, without the fentations,the thenSultan atthePorte 
crimes, expences, and hazards of thought Philip's baffled attempt* 
them; and America in return would fo ridiculous, as to exclaim that if the 
have received all the advantages of fubjefts of fuch a fpot of territory op- 
allies and projectors, without their pofed his commands, he woula onJy 



ulual caprices and encroachments. 
But our leaders have (hut out thefc 

{rlorious profpecls; and, without 
ooking either backwards or for-* 



fend an army of pioneers with pick- 
axes and fpades, and throw tixem, 
country -rid all, into the fea. And 
our mimiurs have been ie^n to reafoa 

130 • 
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no better about a free people, than the 
Spaniard or grand Turk. However, 
there are fenfible men in this country, 
whom it is worth while to convince, 
and I mall attempt to fpeak to them. 

Firft, then who are we going to 
fight againit ? x They arc chiefly Eng- 
lifhmen, or the descendants of Eng- 
Jtthmen ; for as to their being born on 
this or the other fide of the Atlantic, 
while under the fame climate and go- 
vernment, no man of fenfe can fup- 
pofe it makes an alteration in their ef- 
iential qualities. Th?y are many of 
them much like thofe, who fought 
under CromwelJ, and, I think, prov- 
ed no bad foldiers ; fuch as, fays hif- 
tory, religious men feldom fail to prove 
under proper circumftances. They are 
a people in country employments, ufed 
to the work of the arm, not of the 
finger, -j-' and who fit neither before the 
fire nor in the made ;* hardy, unlux- 
urious, for the moil part familiar in 
robuft rulHc fports, intelligent, , nu- 
merous markfmen, uled to furprizes ; 
perfectly acquainted with their coun- 
try ; and Freemen and Freehol- 
ders, exafperated byinjuries, alarm- 
ed by apprehenfions, and zealoufty 
fighting againft oppreflbrs, for their 
properties, liberties, and children ; 
and who, as they have our former ex- 
amples and doctrines to animate them, 
think that we of confequence muft feel 
ourfelves in the wrong, and therefore 
want the confidence and fpir.it which 
equity or juilice gives. As to. thofe, 
who object to their gait, accent, and 
fimplicity, they mult .not have obferv- 
cd our country recruits, who coniti- 
tute a great part of the force fent 
againft them, and whom a diill fer- 
jeant, and a mixture of dialects, and 
people, foon likens in thefe refpects to 
veterans. 

But fecpndly, they have feen no 
fervice we are told I Yet they have In- 
dian and FrencJv wars of their own ; 
have fought under us, and befides thfeir 
eyer being from their fituation, neccf- 

f Lord Bic«a. 



farily a militia, they have all been ex- 
actly rrained for years, and embodiei . 
as an army for months. And now I 
I would aft how many of our own 
troops have feen fervice ? Thofe who 
know in how few years a generation of 
men pa/Tes away, and recollect that 
13 or 14. years have taken place fince 
the peace, can nesrly anfwer this 
quefhon. But much of war is habit: ' 
men are made foldiers ; and thofe who 
think that the Americans will not have 
time for this, and that one fuccefsful 
battle or campaign will end the con- 
teft, fhould recollect that the Spanim 
war in the Netherlands, was conti- 
nued with much obftinacy, for up- 
wards of 4.0 years. A comforting 
precedent this, for Britain 1 — The 
man who fights from a fenfe of liberty, 
fights for himfdf'y and is more than a 
foldier"; he is a volunteer. His at- 
tention and fervices are earneft : vic- 
tory is fafety and prosperity to him ; 
and death glorious. Nations compofed 
of fuch individuals foon learn conduct 
from an . enemy ; their armies fill as 
faft as they are weakened ; and as a 
determined people, they are never 
without refources. The worfe obfta* 
cle in thefe cafes is a fenfe of inferio- 
rity ; and there was a time when they 
expected to have been often beaten : 
now the danger is on the $de, and 
they may perhaps fuffer from their 
prejumption* The opinion of heaven'* 
interference weighs much with a reli- 
gious people ; and that they are religious 
is clear, becaufe, in a country without 
church-preferments, there are many 
(fo we boaft) find an intereft in being 
hypocrites, at lead to the Northward ; 
for to the Southward, they are totally 
different people ; a circuroitance which 
we are plfcafed to add to v our other ig- 
norance. — In the wanton thoughtlels 
ftories told of the Americans at Louif- 
bpurg. and elfewhere, no confideration 
w.as had to, the many who were brave; 
nor to their being raw hafty levies, un- 
{Seconded by diicipline and unmixed 
A a 2 with 
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with veterans 1 *. Suffice it to fay, that yeomanry, (infinitely the bulk of th« 

fuddenand temporary retellions fhew people) irritated as they are, may a* 

numberlefs fuch inrtances amongftthe little attend to the lofs of the other 

braveft people ; and farther, that the two, as ou^ yeomanry would to the 



Americans were mixed in a great pro- 
portion amongft the regiment which 
iirft broke the French line of battle at 
Quebec, and that they have fince 
fought at Lexington and Bunkers Hill. 
Not only the common-place wifdom 
of not defpifxng an enemy was forgot 
ten ; but we reviled, whom we perfe- 



lofs of Liverpool and Briftol. 

It is true that they have no forti- 
fication of confequence; unlefs Que- 
bec mould be theirs. Buttheextent 
ofcoutrtry, and its uncultivated ftate f 
its paffes, and the breaft of every free- 
man, are each a fortification. — They 
mull truft, as we do, to armies, and 



cured. Though American courage as many of us do not, in heaven 
never wanted the fearching goadings 4thly. They are now well provided 



of contempt, yet Ld S. and Col. G. 
have added motives, which of them- 
selves may eventually coft Britain ma- 
ny lives. 

As to their having no officers, I can 
only fay, with others, that great oc- 
cafions produce great men, and difcov- 
er ever)Matent particle of genius. It 
is actual feryice that has pointed out 
to us the commanders we ourfelves 
molt depend upon : and I believe, no 
man can tell who will come back, 
really the greateft officer, either by 
land or by lea, from America. This 
I mention, to fhew that we are not to 



wim cannon and powder; not by 
importation merely, but among 
rherafelves. We are to fuppofe too 
that they have not negledted mor- 
tars ; which, however, are on the 
whole of lefs confequence* as they 
have neither fortification to attack or 
defend. 

jthly. How are our men to be' 
found? How our fupplies? — Thefe 
depend much on the hearty good will* 
of a people. The difference of fuc- 
cefs between our recruiting parties 
and theirs, (hews the difference be- . 
tween a people averfe to, or infpired 



fuppofe the provincials waning in by, a caufc ; an advantage, which in 
;ood leaders, even though we may not point of men, they muft ever preferve ; 



have heard of them. And he is no 
prudent man who defpifes, or even 
refpe&s not fome of thofe, who have 
already appeared. They have -cer- 
tainly many wife men among them in 



becaufe being near the feat of war, 

they can bring their whole militia, 
that is their whole pojjibk force, into!' 
the field ; and being fo~ much inte-* 
relied, they muft obey.-— Of our ex- 



a civil capacity; and the attacks upon portable force, we muft expect much 

Canada, upon Hallrfax, upon the defertion, confidering the devices 

tranfports, and (as is reported) the by which it has been got together;' 

Eail India mips, fhew that they want and there are not only Eriglimmen 

neither enterprize nor conduft. but Germans in America, to offer 

3dly, What is the country? a traft land and fettlements to Germans! — 



of 1300 miles long, and almoft 200 
miles broad; with but few towns, and 
many fcattered fettlements. To lay 
wafte thefe fettlements, fmall parties 
muft be detached, who will have woods 
and ambufcades to encounter. ' And 
as to their towns^ there are not more 
than three of them to compare with 
Manchefter. We have feen how they 



But now as to fupplies* Our mini- 
iters, fearing to alarm the nation/ 
daggered by the opinion the Dutch 
have of our impotence, and in fpite 
of ftagnated money and ftate tricks, 
dare not* encreale the quantity of 
flock at market, left they (hould 
leffen its value; and therefore are 
getting money from the Bank : This 

- ir* 



bear the lofs of Bofton ; and per hap* the 

* From the firft drum-beat to the time ef their failing was fevca week*. 
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h in the /r/ year of the war ; and upthereft.' 
in the fecond, tome the heavj/ re£t taxes, 



murnulrs of a diminilhed trade. 
Let us now look at the couriter-pait 
in America. In all civil wars, 
men make factifices; they not only 
fpend blood, but fpend eltates, — 
coin plate. The objects of wealth 
are much regulated by the eilimation 
of others ; and none are poorer ill- 
clad, when all are poor or ill-clad 
by content and with merit. But 
their expences are fmall. The war is 
at home; their proviikm* do not 
come acrofs the ocean ; and their ar- 
ticles by colony-contra£ts were ever 



Is it profit to lofe di- 
raw imported materials. 



(hipping, and the alliance of Ame- 
rica ; or to transfer them to an ene- 
my, or elfe to loft; a people, and 
gain a defert ? No, If it be not pro- 
fit then to lofe pro fir, is dignity the 
cbjed ? No ; for'neither is it digni- 
ty to lofe dignity ; to fink in the 
fcale of power ; to be baffled; to 
pcrfifl in the wrong, without inte- 
rest, or motive ; to lofe our charac- 
ter for juflice aud humanity, and for 
being fincere conftitutionalifts ; and 
to forfeit the approaching glory of 
having been the peaceable fathers of 



cheaper and better fupplied, than by the largert empire ever fpeaking one 
""~* " ■--'— A rrL - — * az ~ - tongue; a glory America once was 

proud to report. 

For the fake of human nature, of 
Britain, of America, of a multiplied 
pofterity, of peace, of religion, and 
liberty, let us relinqaifli the conteft, 
while there is an ufe, if not a merit, in 
relinquishing it. Let us hope that our 
addreffes have not transferred fo 
much odium from minifter and par- 
liament, to fovereign and people, at , 
to make the time paffed. If there , 
be any privileges to us ufelefs and 
unimportant, which /^demand, but , 
we deny them to Inherit, let us con- 
stitute them theirs by gift. We 
give immunities to a conquered peo- 
ple ; let us give immunities to our 
fons : and as we have communicated 
to them a conftitution, let us com- 
plete it by a Bill of Rights. I 
am, Sir, a* friend to your publica- 
tion, and a 

MOURNER OVER OUR CALAMITIES* 



government-contracV The wafting 
of their country is indeed,, much a- 
gainft them, even though it is a 
country of loldiers. 

6. What will France do? * It is 
herintereft to feem pacific at prefent ; 
but has (he -no territory to regain ; 
iiQ views of humbling; no temptati- 
on to war, when fo many feamen and 
the frigates which diftreiTed their 
trade in former wars, are abfent in 
America? And (hall America have 
peace, in fuch cafe, on large condi- 
tions, or be left to recruit and revenge 
or furrenderedto the enemy? If ri.e 
fruit has not a rude (baking when it 
is ripe, France is nqt the fame po- 
litic fjower which is faid to be elUb- 
lilhing the edidt of Nantz; relieving 
her peafants, and attending to her 
navy and trade. $ She may get pro- > 
teftants perhaps from Dantzick, 
Prufiiaand Poland ; but God forbid 
that theyftiauld have any refugees 
from America: it would doubly 
Itrengthen them, doubly weaken us. 
Our navy muftfall with itt fources. 
7. What isthe object of this war ? 
profit? No 1 for the tax is given 
up as unprofitable; and even though 
practicable*, it muft ultimately alie- 
nate the people. Is it profit to lofe 
one thiid of our trader If fo, give 



Ftb. 



6-8, 1766. 
In July, 1754, when irom the en- 
croachments of the French in Ame- 
rica on the lands of the Crown, an4 
the interruption they gave to the 
Commerce of this country among the 
Indians, a war was" apprehended, 
commiflioners from a number of the 

Colonies 
§ Theft points *re currently talked 4U k 
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Colonics met at Albany to form a throughout the whole crrtSneint ftf T 
Plan of Union tor their common North America, but to his number- 
defence. '1 he plan they agreed to lefs friends on this fide the Atlan- 
was, in fhort, tnis; 'That a grand tic,) occafioned the following re- 
councll fhould be formed, of mem- marks from him, which perhaps may 
bers tobechofen by Aflemblies. and contribute in fome degree to its being 
fenc from all the Colonics; which laid afide. As they very particular- 
council, together with *a Governor ]y fhew the then ientiments of the 
General to be « appointed by the Americans on the fubject of a Par- 
crown, mould be empowered to make liamentary Ux^e/erethe French pow- 
general laws to raife money in all er in that country was fubje&, and 
the Colonies for the defence of the' before the late reilraints .on their corn^ 
whole.' This plan was fenc to the merce, they fatisfy me, and 1 hope 
Government here for approbation: they will convince your readers, 
had it been approved and euablifhed (contrary to what has been advan- 
by authority from hence, Englifh ced by fome of your correspondents, 
Amerka thought itfelf fufficiently that thofe particulars have had do 
able to cope with the French, with- ftiare in producing the prefent oppo- 
out other affiftance ; feveral of the fuion to fuch a tax, nor in ditlurb* 
Colonies having alone, in former ances occafioned by it , which thefe 
wars, withflood the whole power of papers indeed do aJmoft prophetical- 
the enemy* unafljfted not oiily by the jy foretell. For this purpofe having 
mother country, but by any of the accidentally fallen into my hands, 
neighbouring provinces. The plan, they are communicated to you by 
however, was rot approved here: one who is, not partially* but in ihe 
but a new one was formed infleadof moft enlarged fenfe, 
it, by which it was propofed, that a Lover Of Britain. 

* the Governors of all the Colonies, 

* attended by one or two members Letter f rem T)*. Franklin to Got, 

* of their refpedive councils ihould vernor Shirley. 

* afTemble, and concert measures for Sir, Tuefday morning. 

4 the defenceof the whole, erect forts I re iurn you the looie iheets ofthe 

* where they judged proper, and plan, with thanks toyour Excel- 



* raife what troops they thought ne- 

* .ceffary, with power to draw on the 



lency for communicating them , 
I apprehend, that excluding the 



* Treafury here for the fums that people of the Colonies from all fliare 

* ihould be wanted, and rhe Trea- in the choice of the Grand Council, 
« fury to be reimburfeo* by a 1 ax will give extreme diflatisfaftion, as 

* laid on the Colonies by act of Par- well as the taxing them by aft of 

* liament.' This new plan being parliament, where they have no re- 
couimunicated by Governor Shirley prefentation,. It is very poflible, 
to" a gentleman of Philadelphia (Da that this general government might 
Franklin) then in Bofton (who be as weH and faithfully adminiftered 
hath very eminently diftingutmed without the people, as with them; 
himfelf, before and Hnce that time, but where heavy burdens are to be 
in the literary wor^i, and whofe laid upon them, it has been fonnd 
judgment, penetration, and candor, ufeful to make it,asmuch as poflible, 
as well as his readinefs and ability their own act; for they bear better, 
to fugged, forward, or carry intoexe- when they have, or think they have 
cution, every febeme of public uti- fome fhare in the direction; an4 
lity, hath moll defervedTy endeated when any public meafures are gene- 
him, no: only to our fellow fubjett 3 rally grievous or even diftafteful, to 

people 
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people, the wheels of government of them no eftatea here, nor any na- 
move more heavily, ' * tural connections with us, that mould 

make them heartily concerned for our 

Letter from the fame to the f am. welfare; and might poflibly be fon<J 

$,>, Wednefday morning, of raifing and keeping up more fpro* 

I mentioned it yeHerdayto your Ex than neceflary, from the profits accru- 

cellency as my opinion, that rxclud-. ing to themfelve3, and to make pro- 

\r\gz\\£ people of the Colonies from all vifion for their friends and depen- 

iharein the choice of theGtand Coun- dents. 

cil, would probablvgiveextrcmediftV That the counfcllors in moil of the 
-tisfa&ion; as well as the taxing them Colonies, being appointed by the 
by aftofpailiament, wheretheyhavc crown, on the recommendation ofgo- 
no reprefentatiOn. In matters of vernors,areoften[N.B]offmalleftates p 
general concern to the People, and frequently dependent on the governor* 
efpecially where burdens are to be for offices, and therefore too much un- 
laid upon them,, it is of ufe to confi- der influence. 

</er, A3 well what they will be apt to That there is therefore great reafca 
think and fay, as what they ought to be jealousof a power in iuch gover- 
to think; I (hall therefore, as your nors and councils, to raife fuch furri* 
Excellency requires it of me, briefly as they (hall judge neceflary by draft* 
mention what of either kind occurs on the Lords of the Treafury, to be 
lo me on this occafion. afterwards laid on the Colonies by ad 

Firft, they will fay, and perhaps of parliament, and paid by the people 
with juflice, that the body of the here; fince they might abufe it, hf 
People in the Colonies are as loyal, projecting ufelefs expeditions, harra^- 
and as firmly attached to the prefent fmg the people, ,and taking them from 
confutation, and reigning family, as their labour to execute fuch projects, 
any fubjecls in the King's dominions, merely to create offices and employ- 
That there is no reafon to doubt ments, and gratify their dependents, 



the readinefs and willingnefs of the re- 
prefentatives they maychufe, to grant 
from time to time fuch fnpplies for the 
defence of the country, as fliall be 



and divide profits. 

That the parliament of England k 
at a great diftance, fubject to be mlf- 
in formed and milled by iuch governors 



judged neceflary, fo far as their abili- and councils, whofe united interelis 

lies will allow* might probably fecure them again It the 

That the people in the Colonies, effect of any complaint from hence, 

who are to feel the immediate mifchiefs That it is fuppofed an undoubted 

of invafion andconquell by an enemy, right of EngUlhmen, not to be taxel 

in the lofs of their, eftates, lives and but by their own confent, given throqgfe 



liberties, are likely to be better judges 
of the quantity of forces neceflary to 
be raifed and maintained, forts tt^be 
built and fupported, and of their own 
abilities to bear the expence, than the 
parliament of England at fo great a 
dillance. 

That governors often come to the 
Colonies merely to make fortunes, 
with which they intend to return to 
Britain; are not always men of the 
beft abilities or integrity ; have many 



their reprefentatives. 

That the Colonies have no repre- 
fentatives in parliament. 

That to propofe taxing them by 
parliament, and refnfe them the li- 
berty of chufing a reprefentative coun- 
cil, to meet in the Colonies, and con- 
fider and judge of the necefEty of any 
general tax, and the quantum, mews a 
iufpicion of their loyalty to the ao*vn, 
or of their regard for their country, or 
of their common fenfe and under- 
ftanding, 
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landing, which they have not deferv- and Connecticut are enthifted *ahby 

cd * ir ■ their charter*, and have never «t»u 

That compelling the Colonies to pay «* ; for by this plan the Present 

money without their confent, would be Genera] i» appointed by the Cio*ni 

rather like raifing contributions in an and controls all by his negative ; but 

enemy's country, than taxing of Eng- ™ thofe Government* the PeopU 

liihmen for their own public benefit. cnufe the Governor, and yet allow 

That it would be treating them as nim n <> negative. 

a conquered people, and not as true . That the Britift Colonies border- 

Bntilh fubjefts. ingon the French are properly frop. 

^ That a tax laid by the reprefenta- tic " of *he Britiw Empire ; and the 

tives of the Colonies might be eafily frontier* of an Empire are properly 

Jeffened as the occafions mould leffen ; defended at the joint expence of the 

but, being once laid by parliament bodv of the People in fuch Empire- 

under the influence of the reprefenta- " would now be thought hard by aci 

tions made by governors, .would pro- of Parliament to oblige the Cinque 

bably be kept up, and continued for P orts °r fa* coatts ofBritain, to main- 

the benefit of governors/ to the griev- Uin *he whole Navy, becaufe they 

ous burthen and difcontentment of the are more immediately defended by it. 

Colonies, and prevention of their not allowing them at the fame time 

growth and increafe. a vote in choofing members of the 

That apowerin governors to march Parliament; and, as the frontiers of 

the inhabitants from one end of the America bear the expence or their 

m Sritifh and French Colonies to the own defence, it feems hard to allow 

other, Tjeing a country of at leaft 1500 f hc m no ih^re in voting the money, 

miles long, without tlie approbation Jndgirgcf the neceffitv and fmn,orad^ 

or the confent of their repreientatives vinn g l «e meafures, 

£rfl obtained to fuchexneriitinnc miJi* Tnat befidea th** 



£rft obtained to fuch expeditions, might 
be grievous and ruinous to the people, 
and would put them upon a footing 
with the fubje&s of France *n Canada, 
that now groan under fuch oppreflion 
from their Governor, who for two 



Tnat befides the taxes nee effarr 
for the defence of the frontier*, the 
Colonics pay yearly great fums to the 
mother Country unnoticed : for taxes 
paid in Britain hy the landholder or 
artificer, moil enter into an<l increafe 



Aium uicir viovernor, wno tor two ■"■*■"■«* «****<■ enser into an<l increafe 
years paft has haraiTed them with long tile P" ce °f "h* produce of land and 
and deftruftive marrhpc m rVi* riv.;^ manufactures mad*» nf \t . ~ n »l » 



manufactures made of it| and ereat 
part of this is paid by consumers in 
the Colonies, who thereby pay a con- 1 
fiderable part of the Britkh taxes. • 
VVe are retrained in our trade with 



and deflruclive marches to the Ohio. 

That if the Colonies in a body may 
be well-goVerned by governors and 
councils appointed by the crown, with- 
out reprefentatives, particular Colo- 

nies may as well, or better be fo gor ^ orci g n nations; and wnere we couM 
yerned; a tax maybe laid upon them *>e fupplied with any manoTatfure 
all by act of parliament for fupport of Reaper from ■ them, but rati ft bay 
government ; and their aiTemblies may defame dearer from Britain, the diF- 
- J ' r ,nr -' rm - ' ference of price is a clear tax to Bri- 

tain. We are obliged to carry a great 
part of our produce diredly to Bri- 
tain, and where the duties laid upon 



be difmifTed*as an ufelefs part of the 
confutation. 

That the powers propofed by the 

Albany plan 0/ union, tp be veiled * a,i1 ' ■ ttllu wncr ^ me auties iaid upon 

in a grand Council reprefentative " leflen its price to the planter, or it 

of the People, even with regard to ^ eils * or ^ s tnan » would in foreign, 

military matters, are not fo great at mar ^ cts » the diiFerencc is a tax paid 

thofcof the Colonies of Rhode Ifland toB f *.»«*• . / 

Some 



Digitized by 



Google 



( i8 9 ) 

Sortie manufacture* we coald mak<% and conciliate the minds of the peo~ 

but are forbidden, and muft take pie to them, will probably become 

them of Britifli Merchants; the whole fufpetted and odious; dangerous •- 

price is a tax paid to Britain. nimofities and feuds will arife be- 

By our grtatly encreafing the de- tween the Governor and Governed, 



xnand and confumption of Britifli ma- 
nufactures, their price is considerably 
raifedof late years; the advantage is 
clear profit to Britain, and enables its 
people better tb pay great taxes; 
and much of it being paid by us, is 
clear Tax to Britain. 



and every day go into coofuiion. 

Perhaps I am too apprehenfive in 
this matter; but having freely given 
my opinion and reafons* yonr'Excel- 
lency can judge outer than I, whether 
there be any weight in them, and 
the (hortnefs of the time allowed i 



In fliort, as we are not fuffered to will I hope in feme dtgrte excufethe 
regulate our trade, and reftrain the imperfections of thiafcriwL 



importatioB and confumption of Bri 
tifh fuperfluities (as Britain can the 
confumption of foreign fuperfluities) 
our whole wealth centers finally a- 
mongft the Merchants and inhabitants 
of Britain; and if we make them 
richer, and enable them better to pay 
their taxes, it is nearly the fame as be- 
ing tsxed ouifelves, and equally be- 
neficial to the Crown. 

Thefe kind of fecondary taxes, how- 
ever we do not complain of, though 
we have no fhare in the laying or dif* 
pofing of them; but to pay immedi- 
ate heavy taxes, in the laying, appro- 
priation^ and difpofition of which, we 
have no part, and which perhaps 
we may know to be as grievous 
muft fcem hard meafure to Englifli- 
men, who cannot conceive that, by 
hazarding their lives and fortunes in 
fubduing and fettling new countries, 
extending and increasing the com- 
merce of the mother nation, they have 
forfeited the native right of Britons; 



With the greateft refpect and fide* 
lity, I have the honour to be your 
Excellency's mod obedient, and 
moft humble fervant, 

B. Franklin, 
Si a, Boflen t Dm* 22* 1754. 
SINCE the converfation your Ex- 
cellency was pleafed to honor me 
with, on the fubjeft of the Colonies 
more intimately with Great Britain, 
by allowing them reprefentauves in 
parliament $ I have fomething fur- 
ther contufered that matter, and ami 
of opinion, thatfuchan Union would 
be very acceptable to the Colonies, 
provided they had a reaibnable num- 
ber of reprefen tat ivei allowed them 1 
and that all the old acts of parlia* 
ment restraining the trade or cramp- 
ing the manufactures of the Colo- 
nies, be at the fame time repealed, 
and the Britifh fubje&s on this fide 
the water, put in thofe refpecls, on 
the fame footing with thofe in Great 
Britain, till the new parliament, re* 



which they think ought rather to be preferring the whole, fliall think it 
given to them, as due to fuch merit, for the intereft of the whole to re- 
if they had been before in a flate of enadfc fome or all of them : It is not 



Jlavery 

Thefe, and fuch kind of things as 
thefe I apprehend, will be thought and 
faid by the people, if the propofed al- 
teration of the Albany plan Should 
take place. Then rhe adminiftrati- 
on of the board of Governors and 
Council fo appointed, not having 
the reprefemativebody of the people 
to approve and unite in its meafures, 



that I imagine fo many reprtfema* 
tives will be allowed the Colonies* 
as to have any great weight by their 
numbers; but I think there might 
be fufficient, to oceafion thofe laws 
to be better and more impartially 
confidered, and perhaps W overcome 
the intereft of a petty corporation, 
or of any particular fot of artificers 
or traders in England, who hereto* 
B b foic 
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fore feem, in fome inftances, to have to England, and prefently filled with 
keen more regarded than all the Co- EngHfh inhabitants, would it be 



loaies, or than was confident with 
the general in fere ft, or bed national 
good. 1 think too that the govern- 
ment of the Colonies, by a pariia- 



right to deprive" fuch inhabitants of 
the common privileges enjoyed by 
Other Englishmen, the right of vend- 
ing their produce in the fame ports, 



ment, in which they are fairly re* or of making their own (hoes, be- 

prefented, would be vaftly more a- caufe- a merchant or a fhoe-maker, 

greeable to the people, than the me. living on the old land, might fancy 

thod lately attempted to be intro- it more for his advantage to trade 

doced by royal inftruction, as well or make fhoes for them ? Would 

as more agreeable to the nature of this be right, even if the land were 

an Englifh confHtuion,and to Eng- gained at theexpence of the ftate ? 

lifli liberty ; and that fuch laws as And would it not feem lefs right, if 

now feem to bear hard on the Colo- the charge and labor of gaining the 

Dies, would (when judged by fuch a additional territory to Brirain had 

parliament for the beft interefl oi the been borne by thefettlers themfelves? 

whole) bemorechearfully fubmitted and would not the hard (hip appear 

to, and more eafily executed. yet greater, if the people of the new 

I fhould hope too, that by fuch country fliould be allowed no re- 
an union, the people of Great Bri- prefentatives in Parliament enacting 
tain, and the people of the Colonies, fuch impofitions ; Now I look on the 
would learn to confider themfelves, Colonies as fo many Countries gain- 
as not belonging to different com- ed to Great Britain, and more ad* 
jnunities with different interefts, but vantageous to it, than if they had 
to one community with one intereft ; been gained out of the fea around our 
which- I imagine would contribute coails, and joined to its land; for- 
to ftrengthen the whole, and greatly being in different climates, they af- 
leffen the danger of future fepara- ford greater variety of produce, and 
tions. materials for more manufactures ; 

It is, I fuppofe, agreed to be the and being feparated by the Ocean 

general intereit of any ftate, that its they increafe much more its (hipping 



people be numerous and rich ; men 
enow to fight in its defence, and 
enow to pay fufficient taxes to 
defray the charge ; for thefe circum- 
fUnces tend to the fecurity of the 
ijate, and its protection from foreign 
power. But it feems not of fo much 
importance whether the -fighting be 



and fea men ; and, fince they are all 
included in the Britifh Empire, 
which has only extended itfelf by 
their means ; and the ftrength and 
wealth of the parts, is the ltrength 
and wealth of the whole; what im- 
ports it to the general ftate, whether 
a merchant,' a fmith, or, a hatter, 



done by John or Thomas, or the grow rich in Old or New England ? 
tax paid by William or Charles, and if through increafe of people, 
The iron manufacture employs and two fraiths are wanted for one em- 
enriches Britifh fubjects, but is it ployed before, why may not the 
of any importance to the ftate, whe- new fmith be allowed to live and 
ther the manufacturer lives at Bir- thrive in the new Country, as well as 
mingham or Sheffield, or both, fince the old one in the old} In fine, why 
they are ilill within its bounds, and fhould the countenance of a ftate be 
their wealth and perfons itill at its partially afforded to its people, un- 
command? Could the Goodwin fands Jefs it be moil in favour of thofe, 
be laid dry by banks, and land equal who have molt merit f and, if there 
to a large couniry thereby gained be any difference, thofe who have 

moil 
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moft contributed, to enlarge Bri- 
tain's Empire and commerce, en- 
creafe her ftrength/ her wealth, and 
the numbers of her people, at the 
rifque of theirown lives and private 
fortunes in new and ftrange coun- 
tries, methinks ought rather to ex- 
pect fome preference. With the 
greateft refpect and efteem, I ha/e 
the honour to be 
Your Excellency's moft obedient, 
and humble fervant, 
B. Frajjklin. 



PROCLAMATIONS. 

By bisExcellency the Hon. WILLIAM 
HOWE, Major General and Com- 
mandtr in chief of &U bis Majefty s 
forces, within the Colonies lying on 
the Atlantic Ocean, from Nova 
Scotia to Weft Florida, inclufi<ve % 
t5V, &c . 

Whereas feveral of the inhabitants 
of this town have lately abfeonded, 
to Join, it is apprehended, his Ma- 
jefty's enemies, affembled in open 
rebellion ; I do, by virtue of the 
power and authority in me veiled by 
lis Majefty, forbid any per Ton or 
perfons whatever, not belonging to the 
navy, to pafs from hence by water or 
othervvife* from the date hereof,with- 
out my order or permiffion given in 
writing. Any perfon or perfons de- 
tected in the attempt, or who may be 
retaken, upon fufficient proof thereof, 
ftiall be liable to military execution : 
and thofe who efcape fhall be treated 
as traitors, by feizure of their goods 
and effects. All mailers of tranf- 
ports or other veffels, failing from 
hence, unlefs under the immediate 
order of Samuel Graves, Vice Admi- 
ral of the White ; or officers com- 
manding his Majefty's mips of war 
on this fervice for the time being t 
are hereby Until y forbidden to re- 
ceive any perfon or perfons on board 
without my order or permiffion in 
writing. Any mailer or others de- 
tected in difobeying this pro clam a- 
■ Bbz 



tion (hall be liable tofuch fine or im* 
prifonment as may be adjudged. 
Given at the head quarters in Bof- 

ton, 28th day of October, 1775/ 
By his Excelltncy William HoVje t &c. 

Whereas there is reafon to b*-, 
lieve, that many perfons leaving this 
town by permiffion have, contrary to 
orders* conveyed away large fums in 
fpecie, to the great inconvenience of 
this garrifon, and detriment of his 
Majeily's fervice in general ; I do 
hereby give notice, that any perfon 
having leave to depart from hence 
by water orotherwife, who (hall bede- 
tected in an attempt to carry away 
more than five pounds in fpecie, as 
heretofore allowed, without firft ob- 
taining my particular permiffion for 
fa doing, (hall forfeit the whole fum 
difcovered, and fuffer fuch other £ne 
and imprifonment, as may be ad-, 
judged, according tothe degree of of- 
fence. And for the more effectual dif- 
covery of thofe who (halt prefume to 
act contrary to this proclamation; I do 
hereby order, that one half of the 
monies duly detected on. information 
be given to the informer. 
Given at the head quarters in Bof- , 

ton, Oct. 28, 1775. 
By his Excellent? William Howe, tiTr. 

Whereas it is become the indif- 
penfible duty of every loyal and faith- 
ful citizen, to contribute all in his 
power for the preservation of order 
and good government within the 
town of Bofton, I do hereby recom- 
mend, that the inhabitants do im- 
mediately afifociate themfelves, to be . 
formed in companies, under proper 
officers, felected by me, from among . 
theafTociators, tobefolely employed 
within the precincts of the town, and 
for the purpofes above mentioned. 

That this affociation be opened in 
the council chamber, under the di- 
rection of the Hon, Peter Oliver, 
Fofter Hutchinfon, and William 
Brown, Efqrs, on Monday the thir- 
tieth day of Oftobcr, 1775, and 

COIl- 
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continued for four days following, 
that no one may plead ignorance of 
the fame. 

Out of the number of perfons vo- 
luntarily entering into this afibciation, 
alf fuch as are able to difcharge the 
duty required of them, fliall be pro- 
perly armed, and an allowance of punctually difcharge the truftrepofed 



) 

mation, hereby prom i fag, That 
fuch of us as he {hall think proper, 
or able to perform the duties therein 
required, will be formed in com- 
panies as therein mentioned, and 
will, to the utmoftofour power, faith- 
fully perform thofe fervices, and 



in us. And that fuch as are not able 
to go through thofe duties, will freely 
contribute our proportions according" 
to our abilities, to raife a fum of 
money for promoting this falutary 
purpofe, to be applied to the ufc of 
thofe who are able in fuch manner, 
as the Geneaal, or thofe he may ap- 
point, may think proper. 

The Speech of his Excellency William 
Franklin, Efq; Captain General, 
Governor and Commander in Chief 
of New-Jerfey, &c. to the General 
AfTembly of the faid Province con- 
vened at Burlington. 
" Gentlemen of the Council > andGen^ 
tlemen cfthe AJJembly. 
" I HAVE called this meeting, 
that you might have an opportunity of 
tranfafting luch bufinefs as the public. 
legiance to" his Majefty, and entire exigencies of the Province require. 
obedience to his government and " Having lately faid fo much to 
laws. From * difpofition to con* you concerning the oreient unhappy 
tinue quiet and obedient fubjecls, we ntuatiou of public affairs, and the de-. 
have generally neglected the ufc of ftructive meafures which have been a-i 
mrmfl| while thofe of different cha- dopted in the Colonies under the pre- 



fuel and provifions be made to thofe 
requiring the fame, equal to what is 
iflued to his Majefty's troops within 
thegarrifon,. 

Given at the head quarters at B oft on, 
October 28, 1775. 

An Aflbciation propofed to the Loyal 

Americans, 
Jigreeahh to the proclamation tjjued bj 

bis RxctHtncy tbt Hon* Mujor Gt- 

ntral Ho*we f Commander in Chief of 

bis Majiftfs forces, &e. 

WE hisMajefty'i loyal fuhjefts of 
the town of Bofton, being fenfible of 
the duty incumbent on us to do every 
thing in our power to fupport order 
and good government, as well as to 
contribute our aid te the internal fe- 
curity of the town ; now take this 
opportunity to .profefs our firm al- 



raclers and fcntimenti have been di- 
ligently endeaveuring to improve 
thetnfelves in that art. Upon thefe 
principles we have remained in, or 
fled to this town. Neither do we wiih 
or defign to leave it. 

We confider it as our ftrongeft 
doty to contribute oar aid in pro- 
noting the peace, order, and fecurity 
of the town, and are willing to be 
employed to thofe good purpofes in 
the ways and means fuited toourca* 
pacities. To that end we chearfully 
accept the offers of his Excellency, 
and now voluntarily aflbciate for the 
purpofes mentioned, in his procla- 



tence of neceffity, and as I do not yet 
fee that the urging any more argu- 
ments on that head has a chance of 
producing any good eiFect, I fhall not 
endanger the harmony of the prefent 
feflion by a farther difcuffion of the- 
fubject. It is neceflary, however, 
that you fhould he informed, * That 
his Majefty laments to find his fub- 
jecls in America fo loft to their own 
true intereft, as neither to accept the, 
refolution of the Houfe of Commons, 
of the 20th of February, nor make it 
the baiis of a negociation, when, in all 
probability, it would have led ta 
foffieplanofawornmodauoji \ and that, 

a* 
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as they have preferred engaging in a affection and regard which I have on. 

rebellion which menaces to overthrow 'o many occasions experienced from all 

the conftitution, it becomes his Majef- ranks during m.y refidence in this Co- 

ty'sduty, andhis firm refolution, that lony. I have indeed the ftrongcr in- 

the moft vigorous efforts fhould be made ducement to run this rifle, and to ufe 

both by fea and land to reduce his re- my influence with the other crown 



bellious fubjects to obedience.' But it 
is hoped that, unfavourable as the 
profpects are at prefent, the time will 
come when men of fenfe, and friends 
to peace and good order, will fee the 
fatal confequences of the delufions 
which have led to the meafures the 



officers to do the fame, becaufe our re-* 
treat would necefTarily be attributed to 
either the effect or well-grounded ap- 
prehenfion of \iolence',and ofcourfe 
fubject the Colony to be more immedi- 
ately confidered as in actual rebelli on, 
and be productive of mifchiefs which 



people of America are now purfuing, it is my earned inclination and deter- 
and that we yet fee the public tranqui- mination to prevent, as far as maybe 
Jity re-eftablilhed on the ground of in my power. Let me, therefore, gen- 



the terms held out by his Majefty and 
the Parliament. " It is likewife pro* 
per that you fhould know, That the 
Commanders of his Majefty's fqua-* 
d:^i, in America have orders to pro- 
t .*-;-J ;..- iv the cafe of a town in actual 
yt:b\. ...i v a^ainft fuch of the feaport 
t,.-.. >;-.. 1 - .-i.uvi, being acceffible to 
tbc U 1 ;; > i!>'.. i. as fbaTl offer any vi- 
ohi ■ _ u the ivog's officers, or in 
whick ;-iy 'ro:»pa (hall be raifed, or 
miiitr-'y w*«k* erected, other than by 
his Majjilv's authority, or any attempts 
made to i^ize pr plunder any public 
magazine of arms or ammunition.' 

" Although the Kjng's officers in 
this province l^ave not as yet (except 
in one or two inftances) met with any 
infults or improper treatment from 



tlemen, entreat you to exert your influ- 
ence likewife with the people, that 
they may not, by any action of theirs, 
give caufe for the bringing fuch cala- 
mities on the Province. No advantage 
can poffibly refult from the feizing, 
confinement, or ill-treatment of offi- 
cers, adequate to the certain damage 
fuch acts of violence mull occafion the 
province to fuffer. 

" However, gentlemen, if youfhoukl 
be of a different opinion, and will not 
or cannot anfwer for our fafety, all I 
afk is, that you would tell me in 
fuch plain open language as can- 
not be mifunderftood. 1-or as fen- 
timents of independency, are by fome 
men of prefent confequence, openly 
avowed, and effays are already appear? 



any of the inhabitants, yet fuch has ingin the public papers to ridicule the 
been the general Infatuation and dif T people's iears of that horrid meafure, 
order of the times, that had I followed and remove their averfion to-republii- 
the judgment and advice of fome of can government, it is high time that 
my beitfrienda, I fhould ere this have every man fhould know what he has to, 



fought (as other of the Ring's Gayer? 
nors have done) an afylum on board 
one of his Majefty's fhips. But as I am 
confeioua that I have the true intereft 



expert, X£, as I hope, you have an ab- 
horenoe of fuch defign, you will do 
your country an efTential fervice by de- 
claring it in fo full and explicit term$ 



and welfare of the people at heart as may difcourage the attempt. Yon 
(though I am fo unhappy as to differ may always rely on finding me ready to^ 
widely in opinion with their reprcfen- co-operate with you in every proper. 
tatives, respecting the befl means of expedient fbj promoting peace, order, 
ferving them in the prefent criiis, I and good government ; and I fhaH 
flytfl continue my confidence, in that (feenvit a particular happineft to have 
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«i opportunity of being inflrumental 
fn laving this Province from the pre- 
sent impending danger. 

Council Chamber, Nov. 16, IJJ$* 
Wm Franklin." 



To his Excellency Willam Frank- 
lin, ! Efq; Captain General, Go* 
vemor and Commander in Chief in 
and over his Majeity's Colony of 
Nova Caefarea or New Jerfey, and 
Territories thereon depending in 
'America, Chancellor and Vice Ad* 
miral of the fame, &c. 
The humble ADDRESS of the Re- 
presentatives of the faid Colony in 
General AfTembly convened. 
May itpUafeyour Exalkncy y 
WE, his Majefty's loyal and duti- 
ful fubjecls, the Rcprefentatives of 
the colony of New Jerfey, in Gene- 
ral Aflembly convened, have coun- 
tered your Excellency's fpeech at 
the opening of the prefent feffion. 

We frncerely lament the unhappy 
fituation of public affairs ; and we 
^regret that though we have prefented 
a dutiful petition to his Majefty, yet 
we have little profpett of his favour- 
able interposition for the removal of 
fhofe grievances under which we fuf- 
fer in common with his other Ame- 
rican fubjefts. 

There is nothing we defire with 
greater anxiety than a reconciliation 
with our parent flate on conftitution- 
al principals; but if the Resolution 
cf the Houfe of Commons of the 20th 
of February could, without departing 
from the duty we owe to our consti- 
tuents, have been accepted or made 
the bafis of a negotiation which 
would probably have led to any plan 
of accommodation, we have been and 
fiillare greatly miftaken. 
' We are ftirprifed to hear that any 
perfons could have advifed your Ex^ 
cellency to have fought an afylum on 
board of one of his Majefty's (hips: 
)?Se cannot imagine that your Ex- 
cellency could have had any juftrea- 



fon to fear any irfult or improp^ 
treatment from the peopleof the colony 
and if your retreat would neceffarily 
be attributed to either the ejFecl or 
weil grounded apprehenfions of vio- 
lence, and be productive of mifchiefs 
to the inhabitants, however fuch aH- 
vifers may deferve to be elteemed 
your " bell friends," we cannot fup- 
pofe them to be really fo to the Co- 
lony. 

Your Excellency's fafety, or that 
of any of the officers of government 
we apprehend to be in no danger. 
We place our own fafety in that pro- 
tection which the laws of our coun. 
try and the executive powers of the 
government afford to all the King's 
fubje&s. It is the only afylum which, 
we have to fly to ; and we make no 
doubt but that it will be, as it hither- 
to hath been, found fully equal'to the 
purpofe both of fecuring your Ex- 
cellency and others: And we hope to 
find that theofficerspfgovernment wiH 
condud themfelves fo prudently ai 
not to invite any ill ufage ; and 
that they will not make any fuppof- 
ed " infatuation or didder" of the 
times a pretence to leave the Pro- 
vince, and thereby endeavour to fub- 
jec~fc the inhabitants to any calami- 
ties. 

We know of no fentiments of im 
dependency that are by men of any 
confequence openly avowed ; nor do 
we approve of any efTays tending to 
encourage fuch a meafure : We have 
already exprefled our deteftation of 
fuch opinions, and we have fo fre* 
quently and fully declared our fen- 
timents on this fubjeel, and in parti- 
cular in our petition to the King at 
the laft feffion of Aflembly, that we 
fljould.have thought oprfelves, as at 
prefent we really deferve to be, ex- 
empt from all fufpicion of this na« 
ture. 

We have already refolved to fup- 
port his Majefty's government, an4 
look upon it to be our duty to ufe 
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©nr influence to promote peace, order 
and good government. 

By Order of the Houfe, 
Courtland Skinner, Speaker. 
HousEof Assembly, No*v. 29,1775. 
To which the Governor <was pleafea U 
make the folk-wing anjiMer* 
Gentlemen, 

I return you my thanks, for your 
refolution to fupport his Majtfly's 
government, and cannot but approve 
ye*urdetermination to promote peace, 
and good order, 

I {hall avoid, for the rtfafons I 
gave you in my fpeech, any re- 
marks on your fentiments refpecling 
the prefent unhappy fuuation of pub- 
lick affairs, and {ball tranfmit to his 
Majefty your opinion of the Refolu- 
tion of the Houfe of Commons.—- 
Thus much, however, Iwould only 
obferve, that if you really thought, 
or ilill think, that the making that 
Refolution the bafis of a negociation 
would not have led to fome plan of 
accommodation, or terms that A- 
mericans have heretofore folemnly 
and repeatedly declared would give 
them full content, then you have 
been, and ftill are, greatly miflaken. 
Your furpnze that any perfons 
could advife me to feek an afylum, 
when fo many Governors and Crown 
Officers had been compelled to do 
the like, is as extraordinary as your 
fuppofition that thofe perfons muft 
therefore be no friends to the Co- 
lony. 

It gives me pleafure, however, to 
find ihat you make no doubt but 
that the laws of our country, and the 
executive powers of the government 
will afford fafety, and prove an afy- 
lum to all the King's fubjecls. On 
the ftrength of this aflurance, his 
Majefty's Officers', who have now the 
misfortune, of being confined in 
*Trenton by fome fuppofed unlawful 
authority, cannot hefitate to apply 
for that legal remedy an Habeas Cor- 



pus, nor can any of his Majefty's Juf- 
tees of the fupreme coiut have ft« 
Jeaft fcruple to grant it, nor ought 
any one to doubt *' but that it will 
(as you fay) be found fully equal to 
the purpofe." 

Your hope that the officers of go- 
vernment will conducl themfeivcj 
prudently, will, 1 truft, be grcAtif 
gratified, at lead by fome of them, if 
a manly conscientious discharge of 
their duty to their King and Countrf 
as far as may be in their power, U 
confident with your ideas of pro- 
dence. ,As they have not even made 
the real diforders of the times a pre- 
tence for leaving the .Province, it 
feems rather unkind to intimate any 
fufpicion that they would do it on a 
" fuppofed diforder of the times." 
Equally unj.uftifiable is it toinfinoate 
that any of them would be fo abfuni 
as to "invite ill ufage, or fo wicked as 
tp endeavour to fubjed the inhabit- 
ants to any calamities." But fuck 
fufpicions and fuch language mall, I 
fuppofc, be attributed to the falhioa 
of the times ! 

In fpeaking of the fentiments of 
independency openly avowed by fome 
men of prefent confequence, J faai 
»ot the moil diftantthought, that yoa 
would confider the remark as at all 
meant for, or applicable to* your 
Houfe. If any faith is to be put {as 
you fay) in your frequent and full 
declarations of your fentiments* oa 
this fubjeel, you certainly deferve to 
beexempt from all fufpicions of that 
nature. I even intimated in xnj 
fpeech, that you mull entertain " aa 
abhorrence of fuch defign." Yotw 
prefent difapfrobation of the effays 
tending to encourage that meafune, 
gives me great fatistaclion, and 1 fin— 
cerely wifh that both you and I may 
ere long have the happinefs to fee 
thofe, who either openly or privatejy 
avow fentiments of independency, 
men of no confequence. 

By 
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By the K I N Gi or vefTels to which they ftiatl belong* 

A -PROCLAMATION. and fhall enter themfelves on board 

for encouraging Stamen to enter them- any other of our faid fhips or veffels, 

Jehvtt onboard his Majeftfs Jbips of in order to obtain the faid bounty, 



*war* 

GEORGE R. 

WHEREAS it is our royal inten* 
Mor to give all due encouragement to 
all fuch feamen who fhall voluntarily 
enter themfelves in our fervice; we 
have thought fit, by and with the ad* 
vice of our privy-council, to publilh 
this our royal proclamation : And we 
do hereby promifc and declare, that 
all fuch able feamen, not above ^he age 
of fifty, nor under the age of eighteen 
years, fit for our fervice, who fhall, 
on or before the 39th day -of February 
next, voluntarily enter themfelves toy 
ferve in our royal navy, either with 
the Captains or Lieutenants of our 
fhips, or the chief officers on board WHEREAS Jby an aft, madeinthie 
fuch tenders as fhall be employed for preferft feffion of Parliament, intituled* 
raifing men for the fervice of our navy, " Ah act to prohibit all trade and 



fhall not only lofe the wages due to 
them in the fhips or vefTels they fhall 
leave> but alfo be feverely punifhed , 
according to their demerits* 
Given at our Court at St. James's, the 
third day of January, One Thou- 
fand Seven Hundred and Seventy- 
fix, in the Sixteenth Year of our 
Reign. GOD fave the KING. 

By the KING. 
A PROCLAMATION, 
Appointing the Difiribation of Prizes 
taken during the continuance of the r/- 
hellion now fuhjtfting in diverfe parti 
of the continent of North America. 
G E O R G E R. 



fhall receive, as our royal bounty, 
the fum of forty fhillings each man ; 
and all fuch ordinary feamen, fit for 
our fervice, who fhall fo enter them- 
felves as aforefaid, fhall receive the 
fum of twenty-fhillings each man, as 
our royal bounty ; fuch refpective fums 
to. be paid them by the refpective 
clerks of the Cheque, refiding at the 
ports or places where the fhips into 
which' they fhall be entered fhall be, 



intercourfe with the colonies of Nevv- 
Hampfhire, MafTachufeVs bay, Rhode 
ifland, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jerfey, Pennsylvania, the three lower 
counties on Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Georgia, during the continuance 
of the prelent rebellion within the faid 
colonies refpectively ; for repealing an 
aft, made in the fourteenth year of the 
reign of his prefent Majefty, to difcon- 



immediately after the third mufter of tinue the landing and difcharging, la*- 



fuch feamen : And we do declare, that 
the qualifications of the feamen fo en- 
tertaining themfelves as aforefaid, fhall 
be certified by the Captain, mafter, 
and boatfwain of the fhip or vefTel where 
they fhall enter. And, for preven- 
tion of any abufes, by any perfons 
leaving the vefTels to which they fhall 
belong, and entering themfelves on 
board any other fhips or vefTels, in 
order to obtain the faid bounty money ; 
we do hereby declare and command, 
that fuch feamen, belonging to any 
of our fhips or vefTels, as fhall abfent 
themfelves from any of the faid fhips 



ding or fhipping of goods, wares, and 
merchandize, at the town and within 
the harbour of Bofton j in the province 
of MafTachufett's bay j and alfo two 
acts madein the lait feffion ofParliament, 
for retraining the trade and commerce 
of the colonies in the faid acts refpec- 
tively mentioned j and to enable any 
perfon or perfons, appointed and au- 
thorized by his Majeity, to grant par- 
dons, to ifTue proclamations, in the 
cafes and for the purpofes therein men- 
tioned ;" it is, amongft other things, 
enacted, That all fhips and veffels of and 
belonging to the inhabitants of the faid 
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colonies, except as in die /aid ad are 
excepted, and all other fhips arid veflels 
whatfoever, togetherwuh theircargoes, 
apparel, and furniture, which fhall be 
found trading in any port or place of 
the faid colonies, or going to trade, 
or coming from trading, m any fuch 
port or place except as are therein ex. 
cepted, (hall become forfeited to his 
Majefty, as if the fame were the fhips 
and effects of open enemies, and be fo 
adjudged, deemed, and taken, in all 
courts of admiralty ; and in all -other 
«ourts whatfoever, and for the encou- 
ragement of the officers and feamen of 
his Majefty's fhips of war, it is there" 
by alfo further enacted, that the flag 
officers, captains, commanders, and 
other commiffioned officers in his Ma- 
jefty's pay, and alfo the feamen, ma- 
rines, and foldiers on board, mail 
have the fole intereft and property of 
and in all and every fuch fhip, veftel, 
goods, merchandize, which they fhall 
ieize and take ( being firfl adjudged 
lawful prize in any of his Majefty's 
courts of admiralty) to be divided in 
fuch proportions, and after fuch man- 
ner, as his Majefty fhall think fit to 
order and direct by proclamation or 
proclamations hereafter to be ifTued for 
tfiofe purpofes ; we taking the premifes 
into consideration, do purfuant to the 
faid aft of parliament, (with the ad- 
vice of our privy council) by this our 
proclamation, order, direct and ap- 
point, that the neat produce of the pri- 
zes taken, in purfuance of the faid act, 
by our fhips of war, be divided into 
eight equal parts, and be diftributed in 
manner following, that is to fay, to 
the captain or captains of any of our 
fhips of war, who fhall be actually on 
board at the taking of any prize, three 
eight parts; but in cafe any fuch prize 
(hall be taken by any of our fhip or 
fhips of war, under the command of a 
flag or flags, the flag officer or officers 
being actually on board, or directing 
and aflifting in the capture, fhall have 
one of the laid three eighth parts, the 



faid one eighth part to be paid to fuch 
flag or flag officers, in fuch proportions, 
andfubject to fuch regulations, as are 
herein-after for that purpofe mentioned 
The captains of marines and land- 
forces, fea lieutenants and mailer, on 
board any fuch fhips, one eighth part, 
to be equally divided among them :To 
the lieutenants and quarter-mailers of 
rines, and lieutenants, enfigns, and 
quarter- matters of land forces, boat- 
twain, gunner, purfer, carpenter, 
matter's mate, chirurgeon, pilot, and 
chaplain, on board any fuch fhip, one 
eighth part to be equally divided among 
them : to midfhipmen and fecre- 
tarytoflag officers, captain's clerk, 
matter fail-maker, carpenter's mates, 
boatfwain's mates, gunner's mates, 
matter at arms, corporals, yeomen of 
fheets, coxfwain, quarter - matters, 
quarter- matter's mates, chirurgeon's 
mates, yeomen of the powder-room, 
and ferjeants of marines or land- 
forces, on board any fuch fhips, one 
eighth part, to be equally divided 
amongft them : To the trumpeters, 
quarter - gunners, carpenter's crew, 
ftowajd, cook, armourer, fteward** 
mate, cook's mate, gunfmlth, coo- 
per, fwabber, ordinary trumpeter, 
barber, able feamen, ordinary fea- 
men, and marine or other foldiers, 
and all other perfbns doing duty or 
affifting on board any fuch fhips, 
two eighth parts, to be equally di- 
vided amongft them. And in cafe 
any fea captain, inferior commiffion 
or warrant fea officers, belonging to 
any fhip of war, for whom any fhares 
of prizes are hereby allowed, be ab^ 
fern at the time of the capture of any 
prize, the fhare of fuch fea captain, 
inferior commiffion or warrant fea- 
officers, fhall be caft into the fhares 
hereby allowed to the trumpeters, 
quarter gunners, carpenter's crew, 
fteward, cook, armourer, fteward's 
mate, cook's mate^ gunimith, coo- 
per, fwabber, ordinary trumpeter* 
barber, able feamen, ordinary feamen, 
€c and 
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and marine or other foldiers, and other 
jperfons doing duty or afljfting on 
board any fuch (hips, to be equally 
dividedamongftthem. Provided, That 
if any officer or officers on board any 
of our flaps of war, at the time of tak- 
ing any fuch prizes, fhall have more 
commiffions or offices than one, he or 
they fhall be intitled only to the fliare 
or.fhares of the faid prizes, which ac- 
cording to the above-mentioned dis- 
tribution, fhall belong to his or their 
refpettive fuperior commiffions or offi- 
ces. And we do hereby ftrictly en- 
join, all and every commander and 
commanders of any fhipsof war, tak- 
ing any prize, as fbon as may be, to 
tranfmit, or caufe to be tranfmitted, 
to the commiffioners of our navy, a 
true lift, of the names of all the offi- 
cers, feamen, marines, foldiers, or 
others, who were aftully on board our 
jfhips of war, under his or their com- 
mand, at the taking fuch prize ; which 
lift fhall contain the quality of the fer* 
vice of each perfon on board, and be 
^ubfcribed by the captain or command- 
ing officer, and three or more of the 
chief officers on board. And we do 
hereby require and direct the commif- 
fioners of our navy, or any three or 
more of them, to examine, or caufe 
to be examined, fuch lifts by the muf- 
ter-books of fuch fhips of war, and 
lifts annexed thereto, to fee that fuch 
lifts do agree, with the faid mufter- 
book, and annexed lifts, as to the 
names, qualities or ratings of the of- 
ficers, feamen, marines, ibldiers, and 
others belonging to fuch fhip of war ; 
and, upon requeft, forthwith to grant 
a certificate of the truth of any lift 
tranfmitted to them, to the agents no- 
minated and appointed by the captors, 
purfuant to the faid ad, to take care 
or difpofe of fucn prize ; and alfo, 
upon application to them, to give, or 
caufe to be given, unto the agents who 
ihall at any time or times, be ap- 
pointed as aforefaid by the captors, all 
iiicli lifts from the mufter-books of any 



fuch fhips of war, and annexed lifts, as 
the faid agertts fhall find requifite fo? 
their direction in paying the produce 
of fuch prizes, and be otherwife aid*- 
ing and affifting to die faid agents, as 
fhall be necefTary. And as touching the 
faid one [eighth part, herein before 
mentioned to be granted to the flag 
or flag officers, who fhall be actually 
on board at the taking of any prize, 
or fhall be directing or affifting therein, 
We have thought fit, and do, by thefe 
prefents, pubhfh, order, and declare, 
that the following regulations be ob-» 
ferved ; Firft , That a flag officer com- 
manding in chief, where there is but 
one flag-officer upon fervice, fhall 
have to his own ufe the faid one eighth 
part of the prizes taken by fhips un-, 
der his command : Secondly, That a 
flag officer fent to command at Ja- 
maica, or elfewhere, fhall have no 
right to any fhare of the prizes taken 
by fhips employed there, beforche ar- 
rives at tiie place to which he is fent, 
and actually takes upon him the com- 
mand : Thirdly, That when an infe- 
rior flag officer is fent out to reinforce 
a fuperior flag officer at Jamaica, or 
elfewhere, the faid fuperior flag offi- 
cer fhall have no right to any fhare in 
the prizes taken by them before the/ 
arrive within the limits of- his com- 
mand, and actually receive fome or- 
ders from him : Fourthly, That a 
chief flag officer returning home front 
Jamaica, or elfewhere, fhall have no 
fhare of the prizes taken by the fhips 
left behind to act under another com- 
mand : Fifthly, That if a flag officer 
is fent to command in the out ports of 
this kingdom, he fhall have no fhare 
of the prizes- taken by fhips that failed 
from that port by order from the Ad- 
miralty : Sixthly, 1'hat when more 
Jag officers than one fcrvo together, 
the eighth part of the prizes taken by 
any mips of the fleet or fquadron, 
fhall be divided in the following pro- 
portions ; videlicet, If there be but 
two flag officers, the chief fhall have 
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two third parts of the faio* one eighth James's, ift. day of Dec. 177^, 
part, and the other fhall have the re- v rt uri rt ^n.;«». „-«, i™„~ cJ.. 



maining third part ; but if the num- 
ber of flag officers be more than two, 
the chief mail have only one half, and 
the other half ftiall be divided equally 
among die other flag officers : Se- 
venthly, That commodores, with cap- 
tains under them, mall be efteemed 
as flag officers, with refpeft to their 
right to an eighth part of prizes taken, 
whether commanding in chief, or 
ferving under command. 

Given at our Court at St. James's, 
the 2zd day of December, one 
thoufand feven hundred and fe- 



Your lordfhip's very loving friends, 
Gower, P. Ric. London 
Sandwich Hyde 

RocHfoRD W. Ellis.'* 
The fame feiit to the cuftos rotulo- 
rum of every county. 

OH. zji General Burgoyne arrived 
from Bofton and next day waited on 
the King* 

Copy of a Letter from D. Hart- 
ley, Efq; to his Conftituents at 
Hull. Sodbmy>Q8. 2, 1775. 
" Gentlemen, 
" I have not been reiident in 



venty-five, in the fixteenth year London finee July, having only fpent 



of our reign. 

God five the King. 



The following is a copy of the let- 
ter fent from the Privy Council to 
Lord Pembroke ; 
*To t our very good Lord Henry Earl of ing the addreft of the corporation*. 

Pembroke, Cuftos Rotulorum of *he I am much obliged to them for their 



one day there in my teturn to this 
country from Kent, where I have been 
upon a vifit to Lord Camden, and 
fome other friends* I hope and be- 
Heve, that my abfence from London 
cannot be any material I06 in prefent- 



county of Wilts* 

" It has been reprefented to his 
tnajefty, that the number of rogues, 
vagabonds, and diforderly perfons 
daily increase, to the great fcandal, 
lofs and annoyance of the kingdom, 
and that it is effentialry neceflary that 
the aft pafled in the 17th year of his 
late majefty's reign, and all other 



candid coniideration of my fituation 
on the fubjeft of American meafures. 
As I have not feen the addrefs, I 
cannot ipeak as to its contents ; but I 
fhall always think it my duty to con- 
fider any opinions or information from 
my conftituents, with the utmoft at* 
tendon and deference. 

I agree, that the fituation of affain 



Jaws and ftatutes again ft rogues and in America is truly alarming. My 
vagabonds, &c« fhould be carried into object in parliament has always been 



ftrift execution ; we are therefore to 
fignify to your lordfhip his majefty's 
command, that you recommend it, 
in the ftrongeft manner, to the juftices 
of the peace in the county of Wilts 
to iflue oOt their warrants to appre- 
hend all rogues and vagabonds within 
their jurifdi&ion, and deal with them 
according to law. And fo not doubt- 
ing of your lordfhip's zeal and vigour 
in the ftrift performance of this im- 
portant, bufinefs we bid your lordfhip 
farewell. 
From the council chamber at St. 



to foften animofities, and to reftore 
peace. In all difputes whatfoever, 
anger begets anger, offences are ag- 
gravated by mifapprehenfions,- and, 
if not foothed or compofed in an early 
ftage, run headlong to diftra&ion. I 
thought it my duty Tail winter to throw 
in my mite, and drew up terms of 
accommodation, conformable, as near 
as I could judge, to reafon, and to 
the old conftitution of the Colonies. 
By the late Petition of the Congrefs to 
the King, I conceive they have de- 
clared their readinefs to comply with 
C c*a fuch 
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fuch terms, and therefore I much la- 
ment, that the Petition was difmifled 
without an anfwer. ' It is a general 
opinion, that the Americans are in 
an anxious fttfpenfe for the event of 
their Petition, and therefore I fear 
that the disappointment will drive 
them to ftill greater diftradtion. 

In this unhappy conteft we have 
engrafted one difpute upon another. 
The origin was upon a novel ad of 
taxation, having left the old accuf- 
tomed and produ&ive mode by requi- 
fition. That the aflumption of this 
right was novel and fpeculative, is 
univerfally known. The inexpedience 
and impolicy of it have likewife been 
acknowledged, eveir by the warmeft 
advocates for the right itfelf. 

Now, fee the next ftep. If the 
Colonies, galled by unremitted griev- 
ances, mould glance but a word 
againft authority, however confefledly 
jnifufed, it is catched at initantly ; 
the aggreflbr fhifts from the untenable 
innovation of taxing, in preference to 
requifition, and picks a frefh quarrel 
upon a haity phrafe, produced by the 
jbrenefs of repeated grievances. If 
they remonftrate over and over, that 
their utmoft wim is to return to the 
happy ftote of peace and cordiality 
cxitting in 1765, a deaf ear is turned 
to fuch parts ; but a hafty phrafe, of 
which advantage can be taken to irri- 
tate and to exafperate ail parties, is 
rcgiflered in the black book of offen- 
ces ; and upon mere* fufpicions and 
groundlefs inferences, a frefh caufe of 
war is declared, under the unfupport- 
cd accufation, that the Colonies mean 
a general independence. For what 
are the proofs ? there are no proofs of 
any preliminary fteps towards this fup- 
pofed independence. The very phraies 
Upon which this fufpicion is grounded, 
come in confequence of the heat of 
previous difputes, from thofe who ar e 
fore with repeated grievances, whil e 
«ycry Petition for reco-eis htt been re. 



je&ed wkh contempt. An origin^ 
fpirit of independence is not paffive; 
it does not wait to be driven ; yet the 
Colonies have never been the Irft 
movers or innovators. Let us' exa-» 
mine in the next place, whether thei* 
interelt leads them to independence. 
Nothing lefs ! for without their con- 
nection with this country, the cultiva-' 
tion of the land of America, which is 
the primary objeft of all fettlers, muft 
come to a full Hop. Not to mention 
that any plan of continental empire* 
among fuch various interefts, tempers, 
reljgious perfuafions, and forms of 
government, would bring on as many 
Provincial wars amongit them, as 
there are Colonies; therefore I con- 
clude, that the charge of an original 
plan of independence is unwarranted 
and groundlefs. 

It is the infallible way to prevent 
peace and reconcilement, if every 
word produced by grievance, and ut- 
tered m anger, is to be indelibly fixed, 
and all retreat cut off. Men in anger 
ufe phraies which ought to be forgot- 
ten. Drive them a little farther, and 
cut off their retreat to peace, and they 
will find no alternative, but to realize 
tvtry paflionate fuggeftion at all ha- 
zards. The maxim for peace, is to 
give the contending party a golden 
bridge, and not to hunt them into a 
corner. All that the Colonies require 
is, to contribute in the accuftomed 
way by conititutional requifitions, and 
to be reilored to the condition in which 
they Hood at the termination of the 
late war. That I call the golden 
bridge of peace ; but, fays jealoufy, 
in the heat of this difpute, they have 
denied our authority. Jealoufy is not 
the handmaid of peace ; yet even jea- 
loufy itfelf cannot deny, that they 
have recognized to this country, in 
the fame breath, the utmoft of all its 
claims and pretentions, reftoration to 
the happy epoch of 1763, being the 
fummary of their utmoit wifhes, and 
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fote objeft tof all their frultlefs peti- 
tions. They lament the lofs of their 
then condition, cordially and pathe- 
tically. I feajr that our turn will come, 
when it is too late. When we have 
thrown away the pearl of peace, we 
fhall lament our paffion and folly with 
unavailing regret. 

Under thefe impreflions, I can 
think and fpeak of nothing but for 
peace. I have devoted my whole 
attention to this important fubjecl, 
pot only in parliament, but in the 
interval of the feflions, with labour, 
anxiety, and fcrupuloufnefs : nor have 
I pre&med, on a fubject of fuch im- 
portance, to ftand tin my own fingle 
opinion, but havti endeavoured to 
obtain lights from the counfels of the 
beft and wifeft men of this, or any 
other nation or age. For the fore- 
moft of this defcription, I need not 
remind you of our friend Sir George 
Saville ; a name well known and ap- 
proved, not only by your corpora- 
tion, but by the whole kingdom, for 
his integrity, impartiality, and diun- 
terefled zeal for the public good. 

Thefe are a few of the difconfolate 
fen omenta which occur to me upon 
this unhappy fubjecl. I grieve to fee 
all things running headlong to the 
extreme of fury. The fatal example 
of Spain is before our eyes, Hiftory 
tells us, that the lofs of the Seven 
United Provinces coft to Philip the 
Second 250 millions flerling in thofe 
days, befides involving that country 
in domeftic and foreign wars for near 
a century. I did not think to have 
faid fb much, but the fubjedt has 
drawn me on, and I have no thoughts 
or views to conceal. I think my con- 
stituents have a full right to the ex- 
planation of my fentiments upon mat- 
ters of fuch infinite public concern, 
efpecially' fuch of my conftituents to 
whofe friendihip I am fo deeply in- 
debted. 

D. Hartley 



1 ■ 

Copy of a Letter from the Right MM 

Lord Mulgrave tv Mr* William 
x Smith, Surgeon, xVNewcaftle. 

" Dear Sir, 
' •'* Your letter, dated the 17th 
of this month, came t« my hands tod 
late to be anfwered by the laft poft ; 
it was therefore impoffible for me to 
be in time at Newcaftle to attend th* 
meeting, which I fuppofe by your leN 
ter to have been held laft Monday.' 
You have not explained yourfelf as to 
the nature of the humble addrefs to 
his Majefty, upon which you fay mjr 
feritiments would oblige my friends* 
Had I received your letter in time, I 
fhould have fufpended the attention to 
my private affairs, fo particularly ne- 
ceflary from the fevere misfortune 
which has lately befallen me, to have 
been prefent at the meeting, and ex- 
prefTed my fentiments upon the ad- 
drefs which you hint it might be 
thought proper for me'to prefent : aa 
it is, I muft beg that you will commu- 
nicate this letter to my friends. 

If the addrefs is to fignify the ap- 
probation of the independent freemen 
of Newcaftle, to any meafures which 
may enforce the legiflative authority 
of this country, I mould with pride 
and pleafure be the inftrument of lav- 
ing fuch fentiments from fo refpecU 
able a body at his Majefty's feet. 

But fhould any application be in- 
tended to the throne fimilar to fome 
that I have feen in the papers, recom- 
mending a furrender of the powers of 
the legiflature, under an idea of re- 
storing the tranquility of the empire; 
at a time when unanimity is fodeii- 
rable, and every appearance of divw 
fion amongft ourfelves on this impor- 
tant point fhould be avoided: (as 
fuch addrefles, from whatever motives 
they may take their rife, muft tend to 
increafe the diftrefles of the unhappily 
deluded Americans, by delaying their 
fubmiflion to that power, the continu- 
ance of whofeproteclion alone can fe- 
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care to them the enjoyment of thofc 
liberties which tjiey have l^een fo fa- 
tally induced to believe they aflert by 
refiftance) I fhall moft iincerely la- 
ment, that the precipitancy with which 
this ftep was taken, precluded the 
poflibility of offering my reafons againit 
%t at an earlier period, and more fully 
than can be done in this letter ; as they 
might perhaps have had fome weight 
upon a fubjed I have fo much confi- 
dered, with thofe of whofe good opi- 
nion I have received fuch repeated and 
flattering marks. 

I am the more anxious to have my 
fentiments upon this fubje& clearly 
explained, as I Ihould think myfelf 
highly blameable in having foliated fo 
important a trull as that of a mare in 
the legislature, had I entertained a 
deiign of facrificing its powers. 

In the laft parliament (to my con- 
duct in which I owed the honour of fo 
yefpectable an invitation to Newcaille) 
no man oppofed with more zeal many 
of the.meafures refpetting America 
than I did, on a conviction of their 
inexpediency ; but fo far was I from 
entertaining the fmalleft doubt of the 
fupreme power of parliament over all 
the Colonies, as much as over Great- 
Britain itfelf, that I frequently de- 
clared in the moft explicit terms, my 
aflent to that proportion, founded in 
the principles of the constitution, and 
eifential to the prefervation of its uni- 
ty, I now think, that upon the vigo- 
rous and efFe&uai affertion of that ab- 
solute power entire and unmodified, 
depends the profperity, and perhaps 
the exigence of this empire. 

Such, Sir, are my opinions upon 
the prefent important and critical Actu- 
ation of public affairs, which you will 
do me a favour in making known to 
tfiofe who wifhed to have entrufted 
the care of their moft important rights 
to my zeal and diligence. 

I fhall leave this place for London 
on Tuefday next, where I fhall be 
glad to receive any commands you 
jnay have for me ; I bqj you will ac- 



cept my thanks for the profcffions of 
your continued inclinations to {erve 
me, and that you will believe me to 
be with- regard, 

Your moft obedient, and 
Mulgrave-Hall y moft humble fervant, 

0#. 27, 1775. MULGRAVE.** 

Mr. Grieve prefent9 his moft 
refpe&ful compliments to Sir Walter 
Blackett, and begs leave to inform 
him, that he has brought to town 
with him a Petition and Memorial to 
his Majefty, praying for lenient mea- 
fures with America, figned by 121a 
burgefTes, traders, and inhabitants of 
Newcaftle, who are defirous of having 
it prefented to die King by their re- 
prefentatives, and in confequence 
have directed Mr. Grieve to deliver it 
to their care, if they fhall think pro- 
per to ftgn and prefent it. Mr* 
Grieve will have executed his com- 
miffion fatisfactorily to himfelf, as 
well as the gentlemen of Newcaftle, 
if Sir Walter Blackett and Sir M. Rid* 
ley fortunately approve of it, and by 
figning and presenting it, will adopt 
and give their fan&ion to the meafure. 
Sunday morning, balffafi eleven 

o* clock 9 Nov, 5, 1775* 
(Same to Sir M. W. Ridley) 

Both the gentlemen defired to fee 
copies of the Petition, which being 
fent them, they returned the follow- 
ing anfwers. 

ts Pleafe to accept the following 
as my reafons for not figning and 
presenting to his Majefty the Petition 
and Memorial, of which you fent me 
a copy this morniug: it being my 
opinion, that by the conftitution of 
our country, the legiflative authority 
of the parliament of Great-Britain 
extends over her Colonies, and that 
they are now in rebellion againft that 
authority ; and obferving that the 
Petition and Memorial does not aiTert 
that right of parliament, nor make a 
proper fubmhTion from the Colonies to 
that right of parliament a previous con- 
dition 
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dition for hlsMajefty's gracious confide- 
ration of their cafe,. I muft beg leave to 
decline figning andprefenting the Peti- 
tion and Memorial, I beg leave further 
to obferve, that his Majefty's late 
gracious fpeech to his parliament, 
points out to the Colonies the certain 
means of reconciliation, and confe- 
quently that they have in their own 
hands the mutual peace and profperity 
pf themfelves and their mother coun* 
try, whenever they mall pleafe to be- 
come loyal fubjedts, and return to their 
allegiance. 

I am, with great refpect, Sir, 
Your mofi: obedient humble fervant, 
Sunday evening, W. Blacket." 

Ktb Nov. 1775. [received on Monday.] 

" Sir, 
" I have received the Petition 
and Memorial, containing the opinion 
of many of the free burgefles, traders, 
and inhabitants of Newcaftle, on the 
meafures which have been purfued in 
the prefcnt unhappy fituation of our 
affairs in America, exprefling a gene- 
ral difapprobation of them. As I 
iave had an opportunity of expreffing 
my opinion upon them in parliament 
(for I preiun; thole are the meafures 
and advice alluded to) to fome of which 
J thought proper to give my aflbnt, 
and oppofition to others. It would 
not be a confident part for mc now to 
include the whole in one general cen- 
fure ; nor can I agree in the character 
attributed to the Americans, as to 
fheir gratitude and loyalty. I believe 
their warmeft advocates will not deny, 
that they are atprefent in arms againft 
this country, justifying their rebellion 
by a denial of the legiflative authority 
of this kingdom ; obedience to which 
authority, I apprehend, is as much 



the means the Petitioners would wifli 

to have adopted.) From his Majefty*s 
mild and humane difpofition, fuck 
meafures, I am inclined to hope and 
believe, 'will be fully tried, before 
thofe of a more coercive nature are 
further purfued. 

I ftiall not trouble you further, than 
to fay, that for thefe reafons I muft 
decline figning and preferring tne 
Petition and Memorial. 
I am, Sir, your moll humble fervant,* 
Matthew White Ridley* 
Burltngton-ftreety Nov. 6, 1 775. 

Copy of the Petition and Memorial 
from Newcaftle upon Tyne, which 
was prefented to the King by Sir 
George Savile, Bart. 

To the King's Moft Excellent Majeftjr. 

The humble Petition and Memorial 

of the Free Burgefles, Traders, 

and Inhabitants of Newcaftle upo* 

Tyne. 

Mofi gracious Sovereign, 
We, your Majefty's moft loyal an£ 
dutiful fubjects, the free burgeffes, 
traders, and inhabitants of Newcaftle 
upon Tyne, humbly beg leave to ap- 
proach your throne, deeply impreffed 
with a grateful fenfe of the many 
bleffings we have enjoyed in confe- 
quence of the late glorious revolution* 
and the happy elevation of your Ma- 
jefty's illuftrious Houfe, to the juft 
and mild 'government of thefe king- 
doms ; by which great events our na- 
tural rights as men, and our conftitu- 
tional privileges as Britons, have been 
amply fecured and defended. 

Feeling for the imminent danger of 
this country, and the diftrefles of our 



the duty of the Colonies, as any other fellow fubje&s in America, weefteem 



part of his Majefty's dominions. I 
ihould be extremely happy if their 
^return to obedience, and their duty, 
could be effected by lenient meafures 
(which I prcfume by the tenor of the 
Petition, though not expreifed, are 



it our duty to lay before your Majefty 
our humble opinion of thofe meafures 
which threaten the deftruction of this 
powerful empire ; and we do this the 
more freely, from the fear left your 
Majefty Ihould be induced to purfue 

the 
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the prefent unhappy fyftem, on the 
ralfe fuggeittons and dangerous advice 
of many of your deluded fubjects. At 
a time when Addrefles of approbation 
are induftrioufly fought by thofe inte T 
relied men who have plunged an hap T 
py and united people into all the hor- 
rors of civil war, we mould ill deferve 
the Heflings of freedom and of com? 
merce, were we £y our filence to give 
a fanction to {heir mifchievoHs infa- 
tuation. 

In the pefent unnatural war with 
our American brethren, we have feen 
neither provocation nor object ; nor is 
it, in our humble apprejienfton, con- 
fcoant with the rights of humanity, 
ibund policy, or the constitution of 
our country, . 

Notwithstanding the various abufes 
and mifreprefentations of that unhappy 
and periecuted people, Royal Sir, 
jooking to their cfcclarations and con- 
oid, we cannot but confider them as 
loyal, affectionate, and grateful ; your 
Majefty'a minifters have found them 



firm, temper ate, and braye : let ypnr 
Majefty's humanity and noble nature 
aft in their behalf; vouchfafe to re- 
store America to her ibrmer happy 
Situation, and grant her ** peace, li- 
berty, and fa/ety." * So fhall the gra- 
titude of millions fecure a reign of 
lafting happinefs to your Majefty, and 
fhe flrength of an jnduftrious and riling 
people, eftatyifh yonr throne in* your 
royal line to the lateft pofterity. 

Thefe are the humble prayers and 
requefts of difinterefted men, who 
{peak the language of humanity and 
truth; as none of ypur fubjects are 
more fmcere in their attachment to 
ypur Majefty's peribn and Govern- 
ment, in tiefence of which, in ajuft 
caufe, they would chearfully facrifice 
their lives, they hoDe your Majeny 
will not treat this their jiumble petiti- 
on and memorial with neglect, but by 
a gracious compliance with their wifh- 
es, confirm their gratitude, loyalty, 
and affeftion." — -It was figned by 
1 201. 



fkatral grofs computations, fiating the expences already a&ually incurred on ac- 
count of the American <war; what <will i necejfarily be incurred in the courfe of 
the year j 776 ; and what muft be provided for by parliament* 



S U P P L 
Land tax at 4$, in the pound 

Malt ' - 

Sinking fund ( .«. . 



Total fuppliej 



Actual deficiency 

E X P E 
a8,poo feamen 
Ordnance • 



N D 



I T 

£1^400,000 

500,000 
Buildings, Repairs, Ordnance, &c. 830,000 



£2,000,000 

700,000 

2,300,000 

5000,000 

8,292,000 

u r e; 



Navy 

52,000 men — - 

Ordnance — 

Hanoverians — 

Highlanders — 
IriJn or Heffians 

Contingencies — 
Tranfport fervice, &c. 

Army 



1,300,000 

430,000 
85,000 
47,000 
100,000 
600,000 
500,000 



2,730,00a 



3,062,00* 
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650,000 
350,000 



Militia • — — 1,000,000 

Land and malt deficiencies ■ » 500,000 

Services unprovided for and not eftimated — 1,000,000 



Total expenditure 



8,292,000 



' OBSERVATIONS. 

By this loofe ftatement, in which 
tome items are over, and fome con- 
iiderably under-rated, it appears that 
we ihall, by the clofe-of the year 1776, 
have fpent fix millions and a fra&ion, 
and that in one year more than our 
ordinary revenue; that is, we fhall 
incur a debt of three millions and 
upwards ; we fhall increafe the ordi- 
nary land tax five hundred thoufand 
pounds : and the whole of* the Sink- 
ing fund; which is computed at two 
millions three hundred -thoufand 
pounds, is to be entirely fwallowed 
np. Thus, in the courfe of thirteen 
years profound peace, we have, by 
the moll ftrenuous, efforts, been ably 
Only to reduce the national debt about 

State of the Navy Debt. ( 
January 31, 177 1 ■ 

December 31, 1774 ■ 



eight millions and a fraction ; and yet 
we wantonly fpend fix millions in one 
year to no manner of purpofe what- 
ever, unlefs it be to difgrace our arms, 
to ruin our commerce, and to lay a 
foundation for effecting a total fepara- 
tion between America and the mother 
country. 

N; B. If the contingencies and 
tranfport fervice be rated too high 
under the head of expenditure, it mull 
be underftood that the land and malt 
is rated at 2,700,000 though it is 
well known that the average annual 
deficiency is feldom under half a mil- 
lion, -and that no allowance is made 
for" any thing under the head of navy* 
debt, which generally amounts to 
300,000/. 



1. 

1*179*375 
1,830,724 



s. 

12 
6 



d. 
n 



651,348 13 z\ 
So that from the 31ft of January 1 7 71, to the 31ft of December 1774, the 
Debt of the Navy has been encreafed above Six Hundred and, Fifty Thou- 
fand Pounds. The Grants from the Year 1770 are as follow ; 



1770, for the Repairs of 

1 77 1, for ditto 



Grants for the Repairs o£ the Navy. 



177 2 * 
1773; 
1774: 
1775 



for ditto 
for ditto 
for ditto 
for ditto 



1776, for ditto 



43 sh jP s 
40 Ships 
55 Ships 
55 Ships 
50 Ships 

44 Ships 
44 Ships 



Granted for Repairs fince 1770 



D d 



233,687 

261,991 
362 672 

340,275 

35!* 6 45 
*97»379 
339»'5'_ 

2,126,800 



This 
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TYis fum of two millions one hun- Ship*, 

drcd thoufand pound&aad upwards, is a New-England, 70 

fum fufficknt to keep up a mod formi- New- York, -~- 20* 

dablc Navy ; **& « we add the debt Peafyiva*i&a, 2.5, 

of the Nayy a.s <wrea(ed in tUres y*a«, Virginia and 

we need not fauple to aflert, that the Maryland, 30 

fum is equal ts the whole of the Navy 5oHtk-Ca^K>llna, 10 
as it now ftaods, that is to fay, over 



c 

700 
700 

709 


, Totaf. 
49,00a 
14,00a 
17,50a 


1000 

' 600 


30,000 
6,000 



2 nd above the faft coft of ev«*y kip, i£$ 3700 if 1^5 00 

that can be producod as fit fo* fervid a TUe frllcjwift&w a Uft of the Forces 
ib that k U evident,, if ow whojg &W that GU>w*»ent yurpp/e ta haye in 
bad betn horn* in tf* fae of P<wtf- Awrica, iftthe %usng of 177$. 
inouth^Yard, w ft**rtd fc fro** tb* Foreign Trqftfa for America. 
Aims granted fm», have b«ra a>l*tQ He$a»* iz>ooa 

have Wt moie. &9«,fc>m th*t tim<* &«nfwickw 400a 

than can be now made fit for ftffvifc*. Frojn Hanaju 500a 

Let every iea ofeoer oanWer. ^ow far Wajdeck !$oa 

two mailioas and ahajf wiftg<h in fiv^ — - ■> — * 

vears, towatdsthe #pair>ef &«fteet; 17,00a 

for thoagh eke tkihar may W fe# tQ ^ri& Troops, 

be woufit bought* fromjobbt, ao-ithq (^w&hG$wal Coi»waUis 400a 
encreaiing venality o£ the? una, ye* Mo*e to, be fci>* in the ijpxiog 400a 
anchors, cahtes, ri^iftg a*4 <ttfcr, Ktc^a^^oftw,>^udSig 
fores have ncLtfecr beCPOK woift, WJt WUwe* 8000 

vvty matciiaHyrftered » tlftW JfWWfta . r-w«-. 

nt Wait not eq^t» the; eiKfej^oitte- . Total 35*000. 

grants. This fearch after ft*& witf TOv> SXf>e?)S* of having. a, foreign as- 
lead fariher than may be imagined at my of 20,000 in America is calcufat- 
ilrft fight. If arqr man has a right to e^'ap follows : 
y.iiCipply onp thojifen4 pounds from, the 20 ooanien at 44J. ■■ ' ■>.• &&q*ooq 
^ent-r J pucpofc fofl wjiich it wa&grant- Tranfport fcrvice -*-^ 160*000 
od, theM can be no fecurity for any Ordnance — 345,000 

larger fum bift a public enquiry. In Stores and extraordinaries 250,000 
thefe, eftimatas wo account k tajega of Cp*$ji|gjencie« «*— -* zop^ooo 
the annual &pp!y for wear anit-tfttav ~h-*.-p- , t , , ' 

and the maintenance of ^0,000,25 ,poc> - £. - ^o^^poo 

and 30,000 men, A man's cha/a&er. Thfl iflli^^ inro America from 
ll:ould be. high, indeed who. is trufted G^eaEB'iiijainalQne^aje.not,, allowing 
with the. diipofaj ofi fuch vaft fums, not for the errors of th#«#pOJCt entries out- 
fiilvjert to public inijpcclion. Hefliould waxds. fox. that country, computed to 
i^of known honefty, of undoubted in^. amount to.j^oob,pool. annually,, and 
t-.'irrity, fuperior to the, common fail- the inhabitants neajjlyi the fimr num- 
:-.:yl* of humanity* and not liable to be ber. In L775, th?, people* of America 
impofci on by othors. were t-hrtiigj]j to be, not o^uitc. 20; ? o,ooo 

The following is a lift of the fhip- and the exports with allowance above 
ping anuuaUy built for fale in th^ie- ftated^ not more than ( irS OCl * o«]. fo 
t'crul Colonies wherein fhips were aji that America, within the Jaft twenty 
article of commerce, before the prefent years,, has nearly doubled its inhabi- 
war broke out, viz. tants, and fully doubled its internal 

wealth. What power of Europe will 
be able to contend with Briuih Ameri- 
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cm at the end of half a century, 
Oioutd flic continue to encreaie in 
riches and population during the 
latter period, at fhe has done far the 
Left twenty years i 



I have met with ia them upon this 
fubjeft is as follows : 

Ib the firft place it feems clear that 
Martial Law, when it is eftablifhed, 
relates only to the Army and Navy, 
and the perfons who join with the 
foldiers, and follow the camp ; for. 
in the year 1626, the fecond year of 
tjie reign of King Charles I. when 
that King had injudicioufly entered 
into a war with the Crown of Spiin, 



Reflections oh MARTIAL 
LAW. 
Upon the snivel of the late pro- 
clamations roade by General Gage at 
Bofton, and General Carjtton at 

Quebec, for eftabliQiing Martial la'w and fome of the troops, which he 
in their refpeftive provinces, I have had employed in that war in an un- 
obferved many people exprefi a good fuccefsful expedition againft Cadiz, 
de*J of forprize at hearing cfioex- had returned to England) it appears 
treordiaary a fptciu of law, that by Rumworth's Collections, Vol. I. 
feeens by ics name to differ fo effen- Page 410, ** that the companies or" 
ti ally from all the known branches of fbldiere [who had fo returned from 
Law that axe allowed in the BriiiOi Cadiz] were fcattered here and there 



Dominions. Itfecms, fay thty, to 
be neither Common Law, nor Statute 
Law, por Civil Law; what Law 
then is it ? And ia what cafes can it 
beaaabli&ed r Aad by what autho* 
xiiyt Can the King ettablifli it by 
his (ingle authority without the conw 
curreace of Parliament? an* if he 
can, can he do it in all cafes* or only 
in certain cafes marked oat by the 
Lave ? And if only in certain cafes, 
what are theft cafei ? And if the 
Jung can eftnblifh it w England ia 
certain proper cafes, without the 
concurrence of Parliament* can his 
governors of his American Provin- 
ces do the fame in their refpective 
Governments without the concurrence 
of the Councils and Aflemblies of 
cfcofe Provinces, Or at leait, of the 
Couacilaoolyr 

Toafe feem to be reafonaole quef- 
iioos, and have excited in me the 
famedenre of knowing the proper 
answers to them, as I have obferved 
:the generality of people, who refleft millions; becaufe as there was no 



in the bowels of the kingdom, and 
governed by Martial Law. The 
King gave Commiffione to the Lords 
tieuteaaats and their Deputies, in 
cafe of felonies, robberies, murders, 
outrages, or mifdemcanors, commit- 
ted by mariners, foldiers, or other 
diforderly perfons joining with them, 
•to proceed, according to certain in- 
Aru&ion*, to the trial, judgement, 
and execution of fuch offenders as in 
time of war. And fome were exe- 
cuted by thofe Commiffions." 

This meafure of granting Com- 
nuJ&oas to execute Martial Law, 
though it was confined to the punish- 
ment of offences committed by ma- 
riners, foldiers and diforderly per- 
fons joining with them, was after- 
wards exprefsly condemned as illegal 
by the famous aft of Parliament, 
commonly called tbi Ptfiticn of Right, 
in the year 1628, notwithttanuing 
the King had been at war with Spain 
at the time of ifTuiqg thefe Com- 



et all upon public meafures, to be 
tpou^iTedwith; Arid in Order to fatis- 
ty my euriefity upon this head, I 
have looked a iiide into bur books of 
Law and HiftOry to fee what they 
fay' about it. Now the refult of what 



enemy in the Kingdom, the ordinary 
courfeof Juiiice was not interrupted, 

but the Courts of Juftice fat ?% treely 
to adminiller Juitice as they had ufcd 
to do before the war egaintt Spain 
had been declared $ and corfe^usru- 
D d 2 iv 
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ly it was poflible to try arid punifh 
thofe mariners, foldiers and others, 
for the faid felonies* robberies and 
murder?, and other offences, accord- 
ing to the known Laws and Statutes 
of the realm, without having re- 
course to a more fummary and arbi- 
trary mode of trial. The claufe of 
the Petition of Right relating to 
this fubjefl is as follows : 

* 4 And whereas of late great com- 
panies of foldiers and mariners have 
been difperfed into divers counties 
of the realm, and the inhabitants, 



) 



mutiny, or other outrage or mitie- 
meanor whatfoever; and by fuch 
fummary courfe and order as is a- 
greeable to Martial Law, and is ufed 
in armies in time of war, to pro— 
ceed to the trial and condemnation of 
fuch offenders, and them to caufe to. 
be executed and put to death accord- 
ing to the Law Martial. 

*' By pretext whereof jpme of your 
Majefty's fubje&s have been by fome 
of the faid Commiffionerspot to death, 
when and where, if by the Laws 
and Statutes of the land they had de- 



againft their wills, have been com- ferved death, by the fame Laws and 
" * " * * l * Statutes alfo they might, and by no 

other ought to have been adjudged 
and executed : 

M And alfo fundry grievous offen- 
ders, by colour thereof claiming an 
exemption, have efcaped the puoi fo- 
ment due to them by the Laws and 
Statutes of this your realm, by reafon 
that divers of your Officers and Mi* 
nifters of J u ft ice have uojuftly re- 
fufed, or forborn, to proceed again ft, 
fuch offenders according to the fame 
Laws and Statutes, upon pretence 
that the faid offenders were punisha- 
ble only by Martial Law, and by 
authority of fuch Commiffions as 
ar^ aforefaid; which CommiOions, 
and all others of like nature, are 
wholly aad directly contrary to the 
faid Laws and Statutes of this your 
realm : 

** They do therefore humbly pray 
your Moft Excellent Majeffy, 

** That your Majefty will be pleaf- 
ed to remove the faid foldiers and 
mariners, and that your people may 
not be fo burthened in time to come:; 
aad that the foresaid Commiffions 
for proceeding by Martial Law may 
be revoked and annulled; and that 
hereafter no Commiffions of like 
nature may ifTue forth to any perfoa 
orperfons whatfoever, to be executed 
as aforefaid, left by colour of them 
any of your Majefty's fubjefta be 
deftroyed or put to. death, contra- 
ry 



pelled to receive them into their 
houfes, and thereto fuffer them to 
fojourn, again ft the Laws and Cuf- 
tcms of this realm, and to the great 
grievance and vexation of the peo- 
ple : 

" And whereas alfo by authority 
of Parliament, in the 25th year of 
the reign of King Edward the Third, 
it is declared and ena&ed, That no 
man ihall be fore-judged of life or 
limb againft the form of the great 
Charter and , the Law of the 
land: and by the faid great Char- 
ter and other the Laws and Statutes of 
this your realm, no man ought to be 
adjudged to death but by the Laws 
eftabhfhed in this your realm, either 
by the Cuftoms ot the faid realm or 
by afts of Parliament; and whereas 
no offender of what kind foeveris ex- 
empted from the proceedings to be 
ufed, and punifhments to be infli&ed, 
by the Laws and Statutes of this 
your realm. 

" Neverthclefs, of late, divers 
Commiffions under your Majefty's 
Great Seal have iiTued forth, by which 
certain perfons have been affigned and 
appointed Commiffioners, with power 
and authority to proceed within the 
land according to the Juftice of Mar- 
tial Law againft fuch foldiers and 
mariners, or other diftblute perfons 
joining with them, as mould com- 
mit any murdtrr, robbery, felony, 
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rj to the Laws and Franchifc of the Serjeant, in the debate* upon that 



land." 

Thefe are the words of this molt 
excellent Statute, which is, with- 
out all companfon, the moft impor- 
tant and beneficial Statate to public 
liberty of all the Laws now in being, 
and therefore ought to be moit dili-* 
gently read and ttudied, and con> 
ftantiykept in remembrance, by every 
lover of the EngHfh Conititution. 
And by thefe words it ts clear beyond 
adoubt, that Comrniflions to exe- 
cute Martial Law, (even with re- 
fpedt to mariners, foldiers, and other 
diflblute perfons who join with them)* 
are illegal in' time of war, as well 



Petition, in a famous fpeech at a 
conference between the two Houfes 
of Parliament, in which he en* 
defcvoured tojuflify the laceimprifon- 
ments by the fpecial order of the 
King in Council, without sffigning 
a caufe, and advanced that dangerous 
do&rine, of the exigence of a jpeciea. 
of Law which he called the Law *f 
t-bt Stats* or ftate nece£»y t that pro- 
ceeded not by the La* of the land, 
but according to natural equity \ a 
doctrine that appeared Co very mis- 
chievous and unconititutional to trio 
Houfe of Lords, that, upon the mor- 
tidn of the Earl of Warwick, he 



as in time of peace, unUfs thewar was ordered into cuilody for advano-' 

be at home iri the heart of the king- ing it. Vetin this very fpeech he 

dom, and- the fuccefa and power of fpeaks thus concerning Martial 

the enemy be fo grear, that the Law : 

Courts of JuIUce cannot fit toad- ** The Martial Law likewise 

miniftcr Jullice upon the offending (though not to be exercifed in time* 

foldiers and' mariners according, to of peace, when recourfe may be had 



the known Laws and Statutes of the 
realm : nor is it clear that this cafe 
is excepted from the general prohi- 
bition of the exercilc of Martial 
Law contained in this noble Statute. 
But as the main ground of the pro- 
hibition of the Statute (which is the 
practicability of trying and punifh- 
ing fuch offenders according to the 
known Laws and Statutes of this 
realm) does not extend to that cafe, 
it feeuis reafonable to fuppofe that 
'the prohibition icfelf was not meant 
to extend to it. But in all cafes fliort 
of that cafe of general confufion and 
extreme neceflity, it is clear that 
the exercife of Martial Law is 
illegal. 

That it was only in this extraor- 
dinary cafe of general confufion, and 
an impoffibility of proceeding by 
the ufual methods of the Law in the 
Kind's Courts of Juiticc, chat Mar- 
tial Law could legally be exercifed, 
(even before the palling of the Peti- 
tion or Right) was admitted by 
Segeanc Alhley him/elf, the King's 



to the King's Courts) yec in time 
of invaiion, or other times of hosti- 
lity, when an Army Royal is in th« 
field, and offences are committed 
which require fpeedy refolutioo, and 
cannot expect the iolemoHies of le- 
gal trials, tnen fuch imprifonirient, 
execution, or other Jullice done by 
the Law Martial, is warrantable, 
and is Jus Gentium* which ever (crvet 
for a fuppiy in deiecl of the Common 
Law, when ordinary proceedings can* 
not be had." See the Parliamentary 
Hiftory, Vol VIII. Page 49. 

This feems 10 be a rational account 
of the cafes in which the exercife of 
martial Jaw was legal, by a perfoo 
who certainly was not difpoied to 
curtail the prerogative of the crown 
upon that iubject, any more riun 
upon the power of imprifoning men. 
without aligning a caufe. We may 
therefore fafely conclude, that if the 
exercife of martial law is ever legal, 
(which may perhaps be doubled finco 
the ltrongand general prohibition of 
it by the petition of eigne) it u only 

in 
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in that cafe of extrtma nectflky* da* 
fcrihed by Serjeant Aihiey, when 
secourfc cannot be had to the King's 
Courts* 

It i* alfo evident from thefe au- 
thorities, that martial law, in the 
cafe* in which it may legally be ex- 
e ruled, relate* only to mmrintrs mmd 
jMitrs, and to tk*>j* ptrjtu wfaj «• 
tbtmftfatts t4 tbtm, and not to (he in* 
habitant* of the kingdom at large, 
who are quiet at their homes, and 
have do connexion with the amy, 
It is, in ftiort, a faraowy, kind of 
criminal law adapted to tne govern- 
ment of an army. 

Nor doe* it feem, according to 
thefe authorities to include in it any 
tight of levying an army, or fr%fiig 
man into the fervice bn only go- 
verning it, ^btn kvitd, by afpeedy 
and diicretionary pun i mm eat of the 
crimes which tbefotdiert who (kali 
**g«g« in it may commit. 

In the cafe of a general confufioa 
occasioned by the invafion of the 
kingdom by an enemy, and a con- 
Sequent impoffioility to have rccourf* 
tp the King'* ordinary courts of juf- 
tice, for the puaifhment of offences 
committed by the ioldicrs, in which 
alone the cxercife of martial law is 
legal, 1 conceive it may be eitabliihed 
by the King alone* without the con- 
currence ot hit parliament. But in 
England, the cxercife of this prero- 
gative or the crown is rendered totally 
unneceflary by the annual renewal of 
the mutiny ad, which prescribes and 
eUabliflje* a particular code of military 
regulations ior the good govern- 
ment of (he army, by the joint au- 
thority of King and parliament ; and 
thereby takes away all pretence or 
occaAon ior eftabiifliing any other 
ipecies of martial law. 
- The illegality orcitablUhing mar* 
tlal law, ftr the government of the 
army in time of peace, anyotherwiffc 
than by act of patliament, is recog* 
nucd*nd fecited in :he preamble to 
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the annual mutiny-ails, which mat- 
in thefe words : " And whereas no 
man can be forejudged of life or 
limb, or fubjccled in time of peace to 
any kind of puaUhmcnt within this 
realm* by martial law, or in any other 
maoaer than by thejadgemeoc of his 
peers, and according to the known 
and cftablifhed laws of this, realm } 
yet, neveiihe|«fs> it bcicg requisite 
for the retaining all the before-mcni- 
tioned forces in their duty, that an 
exe£ difcipltae be obferyed^ and 
that soldiers who mall mutiny, of 
ftir up {edition, or mail defert his 
Majefty's Service, within this real nv ^ 
or the kingdom or Ireland, Jersey, 
Gusrnfey, Alderaey and Sark, or the 
iflande thereunto belonging,, be 
brought to a more exemplary and 
fpeeoy punifcment than the nfual 
forms of the law will allow: Beit 
therefore auded," &c. 

Thefe are the moil material ob- 
fervations 1 have been able to col* 
)e&, concerning the cftabli(hmcnt of 
martial law within the realm of Great 
Britain. As to the governors of the 
colonies,, they cannot, 1 prefume, 
have a greater power in this refped 
in their fevexal governments than the 
king, their mailer, whofe perfon they 
represent, has here within thekealm. 
But, [ conceive, they may have the 
fame power, if the king, by hu 
commiffion, under the great feal, of 
captain general and governor in 
chief, thinks proper to give it them,; 
unlefs where it may happen that ^he 
king's power of making fuch a dele- 
gation of his Authority ha* been li- 
mited by the terms of a Provincial 
charter ; in which cafe every thing 
in the king's commifljon, that is 
contrary to the charter, will be void, 
But otherwife I apprehend that an 
American governor has juft fo much 
of his majeily's authority, with re- 
fpect to the eftabhfhment of martial 
law in his Province, as his iVlajeffy 

has 
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Haa thought proper to *£gn to hint 
by hi) ccuajriffioa of governor: aod 
therefore to know how much that ie 
ia cafe of any particular Governor, 
reconrfe melt be bad to his comraif- 
Son. Now the communion of the 
Cajpttaio-Geoeral and Governor in 
chief of the Province of the MaiTe- 
ehufet* Bay i* not My wbe*e pab- 
UQied, tha,t I know of; at kail km 
not to be fcwid in Governor Hotch- 
inf©n's Hiftary of chat Prownco* 
But 1 pecuniae it does not differ 
much from the Governor of th* 
neightatring province of New Yovk* 
e.f w fee a, aw find a copy i* Mr. 
Sositb'a Hilary of that province. 
Now io that codtttiftoA of Governor 
of New-York ttoe is the fcyowing 
claufrj, to ia>fOw«> the Governor to 
lev; troooa, aad employ them againi* 
Eaetaies, Pirates* and RebeU, and 
alio to exocuto martial law^ " Aad 
we do hereby give and gran* uato 
yoa, the faid Dangers C&orne, by 
yoarielf, w by you? Captains and. 
cojamaadera by you tabs authorized,. 
faU powor and, authority to ie*y„ 
aria., nwifeec^ccenoaa&d, and employ* 
all gerfens whatioever rcfiding with- 
iu. qujp {aid. Province of New- York, 
and other the.- territories under your 
Govetnment j and* as occaJian- lhall 
ferue, t,o. march, titena fcomone place 
to another, or to ejnbark them* fox 
the refilling and wtthftanding of 
ail enemies, pirates, aod rebels "both; 
at fea and Und; and to tranfport fueh. 
forccs to any of our plantations mi 
America, if' neceifity flwM require,, 
for the defence of the. fame againli 
the invasions or attempts of any. of 
our enemies : and fuch enemies, pi- 
rates, and rebels, if there lhall beoc- 
ca&oa, ;o perfue and profecute in or 
out of the limits of our faid province 
and plantations, or any of them; 
and, if it (hall fo pleafe God them 
tovastquifh, apprehend, and being 
taken, ciiher according to law to 
put to death, or keep and preferve 
alive at your difcretion : and to ex- 



ecute raarthf law in time of invafioii; 
or other timet when by law it may 
be executed; and to do and execute 
all aod every other thing aod things 
which to out Captaio»&eaera] and 
Governor io chief doth, or ought of 
tight to, belong," 

Now this claufe fuggefts the fel- 
lowing observations, in the firft 
place, by the power to lc\y 9 arm, 
and mutter troops, we are not to un- 
deiland a power to pret* men for 
fbtdievs agaiaff their will ; feecauto 
that is a power which the king baa 
not himfelf in England, and there- 
fore cannot delegate to his Governs 
ors in> America : and if he were -to 
infert aclanfe ln,hw cosomifliotu for 
she exprefs potpofe of delegating if; 
the claufe weald be illegal, and con* 
feque*tly void. This power totevy, 
arm, and muter troops muft, there- 
fore f mean only a power toraife Vo- 
lunteeis for the king's- forme, aod 
to arm and mailer them. In thefe- 
cond place, it muA be obferved, that 
if any of the enemies, pirates, or re- 
bels, {hall be vanquished and taken? 
priibnera, they ana anther to be kept 
airreor be put to death, at the Go- 
vernor** difcsetioa ; but if they are 
put to deatifc, it i* directed according 
to law; by which,. I pnftime, ia 
atejatt, tnrat if they are foreign ene- 
mies,, they ace put to standi accor- 
din& |o the lase of Nations, which is 
cjsn law that teUtes to foreign ee*> 
macs; and if they are pirates-; they 
ace put to death according to too 
tews* of the atnmiralty, or the mart* 
titac. law, whiclv ia the law that re- 
laies) to fea offenders ; and if they 
ape rebels* they are to be put to 
death according to the laws of the 
land.agai&lb high treafon, and to be 
tried by a jury, with the- ufnal al- 
lowance of challenges, and other ad- 
vantages, in the manner prefcribed 
by chafe laws ; but in neither cafe 
to be put to death in a h ally and 
fummacy manner, without a ragu- 
W trial, and by the mete order of 

the 
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the' Governor, untfer the colour of 
martial law : because *hat would be 
contrary to this dire&iori to the Go- 
vtrnor to pu: them to death (if he 
thick fit to put them to death) accor- 
ding to law-. For martial law, as ft all 
we have feen above, relates only to 
the foidiers of the armjr, and the 

Jtrfons who join themfelves to them, 
n the third place, it muft be obfeTv- 
ed, that the part of the foregoing 
claale which conveys to the Govern- 
or of New- York a power to execute 
martial law* and which rs contained 
in thefe very few words.* *' And to 
execute martial law in time of invafi- 
©is, or other times when by law it 
may be executed, " feems intended 
to enable the Governor to command 
and govern in a manner fuitable to 
Jnihtary difcipline, the army of vo- 
lunteers, whom hefhallxatfe at any 
time of invafioa apd tebejlion/in his 
province to oppofe the enemies or 
lubdoe the rebels ; which army of 
volunteers are not, like the regu- 
lar army, made fubjett to military 
diffiplioe by the anual mutiny acls, 
and, therefore, without the eftabliih- 
roent of martial law among ft them 
Slight become diforderly and ufelefs, 
*nd a burden in Head of a fafe-guard 
to the province. 

This, I take to be the true mean- 
ing of the foregoing claufe in the Go- 
vernor of New- York's commimon, by 
which he is impowered to levy, arm, 
and mufter troops, and execute mar- 
tial law in his Province. And the like 
claufes I believe to be contained in the 
commiffion t of the Governors of Mafia- 
chufet's-Bay and Quebec. This leads 
us to the confideration of the procla- 
mations of thofe two Governors for es- 
tablishing martial law in their refpec- 
tive Provinces. 

Now it feems to me, that the pro-' 
clamation of martial law by Governor 
Gage in the Province of the MafTa- 
chuietts bay, is indeed legel, becaufe 
that Province is in a ftate of abfolute 
rebellion, and the King's Courts of 



juftke have !dn£ heen unable to adrmv 
hiiler juftice in it according to the laws 
of the Province, at leaft ever fince the 
arrival of the adl of Parliament for alte- 
ring their charter. But it does net ap- 
pear to me that this eftablimment of 
martial law can be of much advantage 
to his Majefty's fervice in that Pro>- 
vince ; for, as to the government of 
the regular forces at Bofton, that was 
already better provided for by the mu- 
tiny aft ; and I do not hear that Go- 
vernor Gage has been able to raife any 
regiments of volunteers amongft the in- 
habitants of that Province, for the go- 
vernment of whom the eftablifhment 
of martial law might become expe- 
dient : for k muft always be remem- 
bered, that martial law relates only to 
the government of an army, and not 
to the inhabitants of the Province at 
large, who live peaceably at their re- 
fpeatve dwellings. At leaft fo it now 
appears to me in confequence of this 
inquiry into the fubjeft, and the autho- 
rities concerning it which I have cited 
here above ; though I confefs, that be- 
fore I made this inquiry, I had, (as 
many others feem to have done, and 
amongft them, perhaps, Governor 
Gage and Governor Carleton) con- 
ceived martial law to have had a more 
extenfive operation, and to have been 
a fummary and difcretionary method 
of governing all the inhabitants of the 
kingdom,' or of the Province in which 
it was eftablifhed, and of determining 
all contefts and complaints in it, thofe 
of a civil as well as thofe of a criminal 
nature, which was allowed to take place 
in cafes of extreme neceflity, when a 
foreign or a rebel army was raging in 
the heart of the country, and the ordi- 
nary courts of juftice had it not in their 
power to adminifter juftice. But I now 
fee that I was miftaken, and that this 
law in no cafe extends to any perfons 
but the foldiers of the army, and the 
perfons who join themfelves ta them. 
Upon the whole, therefore, it feems 
to me that the eftabliihment of martial 
law in the Province of the MaiTachu- 

fett* 



Digitized by 



Google 



( * 

fctts bay, is {though a legal) an un* 
heceftaiy meafure, and cannot be of 
advantage to his Majefty's fervice. — 
feowever, in this I (hall be glad to find 
myfelf miftaken ; and I heartily wifli 
that the brave and loyal Brigadier Ge- 
neral Ruggles may food be. able toraife 
a body of Provincial troops there, to 
join his Majefty's forces in fubdmng 
the rebel army, and reducing the Pro- 
vince once m re to the obedieAce of the 
crown ; in which cafe the exerdfe of 
martial law will undoubtedly be pro- 
per and ufeful for the good government 
of fuch Provincial troops ; oecaufe the 
mutiny ad does not extend to them. 

But, as to the proclamation for 
eftablifliing martial law in the Pro- 
vince of Quebec, lean hardly con- 
Ceive it to be legal in the ftate in 
which the Province was when it was 
published* that is, on the 9th of Jane 
I775. Canada was, in a Rate of 
perfect tranquillity when the procla- 
mation for eftarbliraing martial law 
was publtmed there. 

I know it will be here obferved by 
feme perfons that the Americans at 
Crown Point actually did make an 
incuHjon upon Canada, and took a 
fmall floop, belonging to his Ma- 
jeity, and fome bittoes upon Lake 
Champlain,. and that fome of them 
did appear at St. John's, a place near 
that Lake, that is within the Pro- 
vince of Qjebec. This is true. But 
it is alfo true thatthey conitdered the 
taking of the floop and bat toes as a 
meafure neceflfary to their own fecu- 
*Hty,at Crown Point and Ticondera- 
go, asthofe vefTels might otherwife 
have been ufed byhis M&jefty'sTroops 
in Canada, or by other Perfons ill- 
difpoied towards them, for the pur- 
pose of mole (ling them in their pof* 
feffion of Crown Point. And, as to 
the party which firil appeared at St. 
John's, their proceedings were a 
proof that they did not intend to mo* 
left any of its inhabitants: for when 
a Mr. Bindon, an Englifh. Merchant 
at Monacal, fell into their hands at 
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St. John's ( whither he went, by the 
perroiffion of a Field Officer, of 1 he 
26th Regiment, to look after fome 

goods which he had fent there in order 
to be carried over Lake Chamolata 
to Major Skeene's fettleme ot 9 called 
Skeene's Borough, near that Lake,) 
they treated him well, kept him all 
night, and then fent htm back with a 
letter, writ by one JlLn 9 to the people 
of Montreal, in which he aflured 
them that the Provincials had not the 
leaft intention of committing h->fti- 
lities, or any way molefting the Ca* 
nadians or the Indians ; that their 
bufinefs was only to procure ftores, 
provisions, and fome ammunition, 
to the amount of 500I. which they 
would pay for. This may be de- 
pended upon, for truth. And this 
does not (hew any intention in the 
Provincials, of afting bftnfive- 
ly againft the Canadians. And far* 
ther, this fmali pztxy df Provincials, 
fuch as it was, hoEile orotherwife, as 
peoplemaypleafetdcdnfiderthem, re- 
treated the next day from St. John's, 
tspon hearing of the March of a be\ 
dy of troops againft them, and went 
out of the Province back to Crown 
Point. So that upon the whole it 
feems clear that the policy of the 
Rebel Provincials in taking Crown 
•Point and Ticonderago was to keep 
the Canadians in awe, and prevent 
them from a&injj offensively againft 
therm This being the cafe, and 
this fmall patty of Provincials, that 
had appearedatSt. John's, having re- 
treated out of the Province the next 
day what pretence wasthere for eila- 
bli flung Martial Law in the pro- 
vince? where was the Invafion, where 
the internal and violent difturbance 
of the Province that, according to 
Serjeant Afliley's txpreffion, made it 
impoffible to have recourfe to the 
King's Courts for the puoiflunerit of 
offences, and which alone could 
make it legal to cftablifh Martial 
Law? 1 profefa \ can fee nothing in 
the State cf the Province to warrant 
* c fach 
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fuch a raeafure. Nor indeed, if it 
had been legal at that time to 
eftablifh Martial Law in the Pro- 
vince, can I fee any good, that it 
would have anfwered; feeing that 
Martial Law has nothing to do with 
the levying Troops, but only with 
the government of them, when levi- 
ed ; and that at the time of this Pro- 
clamation fur. Martial Law, Gover- 
nor (Jarleton had not levied any new 
troops amongst the Canadians to be 
tac objects of this Law. If indeed the 
cftablilhmentof Maitial Law in the 
Province would have enabled his Ex- 
cellency to prefs the Canadians into 
thisfervice(into which theyappeared 
to be fo little likely to enter as vo- 
lunteers) there would have been a 
motive to induce his Excellency to 
publifh thiaproclamatkaforeftablim- 
ing Martial Law. And it is not im- 
poffible that a belief that the eftablifh- 
meot of Martial Law would have 
this effect, may have influenced him 
roeftablifh it. But in this, if it was 
his belief, (which I by no means pre- 
sume toaf&rm) hisExcellency has been 
miflaken, and that the eftablihV 
ment of Martial Law in the Province, 
even if the fituaticn of the province 
lad been fuch as to make fuch a mea- 
sure legal, would not haveauthorized 
him in the leaf! degree to prefs the Ca- 
nadians into the fervice on this occa- 
iion againft their will, but only to 
govern in a military manner, by that 
fummary fpecies of Law, fuch of them 
as mould, freely ajid of their own 
accords, have engaged in it, during 
fuch time as they mould have lawful- 
ly continued ta be embodied, and 
have a fled as an army. But, in the- 
fiatc of peace and quiet in which th« 
Province appears to have been on 
the 9th of laft June, I think it is 
plain that the eftablifhment of Mar- 
tial Law was illegal, and confe- 
quently void; and consequently, 
that every ad that fhall be done in 
purfuanceof it, and that would not 
otherwife have been warranted by 



the laws of the Province, may> or 
fome future occafion, be made the 
ground of an indictment for murder 
or battery, of an action of trefpafs, 
or action on the cafe, againft the do- 
ers of them, in which the Plaistiffs 
will be entituled to recover a pecu- 
niary compensation for the damages 
they fhall have been made to fuffer 
by means of -fuch unwarrantable 
proceedings, and if this be the cafe 
(as I think can hardly be doubted,, 
after the perufal of the Authorities 
above cited, and particularly that 
mpft 'venerable of Laws * the petition of 
right) it feems to follow, that the 
wifeft thing the Governor of that 
Province can do, after having imi* 
tated, by an unhappy miftake, the 
conduct of KingCiurles the firft, in 
eflablifhing Martial Law at a time 
when it could not legally be eila- 
blifhed, will be to imitate that Mo; 
narch in the iubfequent part of his 
conduct, when he gave his confent 
to the petition of right, and cancelled 
his comrniffions for executing Martial 
Law, by publifhing another Procla-. 
mation in the Province to revoke 
and annul the former, by which 
Martial Law was declared to be efta- 
blilhed, left by colour thereof (as t{ie 
petition of right expiefTes it) any of 
bis Majefy's Subjects, in the fa;d Pro- 
vince of Quebec, be deftroyed or put 
to Death* contrary to the Laws and 
Francbifes of the Land* 

St, John*s $ November 3, I775. 

Return of -Brafs and Iron Ordnance 

and Mortars, in the North ai»4 

South Fort at this place. 
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g Inch Howitz 

Mortars -j ?*., 





Iron 




2 


9 Pounders 


6 


I 


8 ditto 


1 


4 


, 6 ditto 


n 


2 


5 ditto 


1 


S 


4 ditto' 


1 


2 


3 ditto 


a 


fifths - - 


3 

4 






Aft 



Digitized by 



Google 



( "5 ) 

An account of Naval Stores taken at privates 

St. John's, 

Two 9 inch cables, 120 fathom 
each ; two ditto 7 inch, 120 fathom 
cash ; two hawfers, 4! inch ; fundry 
lines and marlin ; two anchors, 
weight 4C. ooqrs. 25ID. two ditto, 3 
C. lqr 81b. two ditto 2C. 3qrs. one 
fuii of fail* of the Royal Savage j one 
Jquare-fail for the Galley ; two man- 
ners compaffes ; three cafes of nails - f 
five bags of paint; eight gallons of 
hnfeed oil; trjree founding leads, a 
number of brufhes ; ten barrels of 
pitch ; one ditto rozin, one ditto tar ; 
fundry new blocks ; three large iron, 
kettles; two large pots; one caflt tal- 
low, 

Alfo a confiderable quantity of 
cannon fhot and fmall (hells, and a- 
bout 800 tland of fmall arms. 

William James, Commiffary of 
Artillery. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
Extraels of feveral letters brought by 

Capt. RobbinSy in the fchooner 7w> 

. Sifter s 9 lately feized by an armed veffiel 

. is tbefirvite of the United Colonies* 

Publifhed by order of the Congrefj, 

Charles Thomsok, Secretary. 

Extra3 of a letter from a gentleman in 

Cork to an officer in Bofton % dated 

Juguft 1 9 , 1775. 

" My imagination cannot point 
out the extreme uneafinefs of your 
friends and relations here, at the ve- 
ry difagreeable fituation you are in : 
your letter of the 7th of July lait 
has been fome confolation, as by it 
find you and family wele well. God 
p rot eft you is all I can fay, and to &f- 
fure you of «our hearty wifhes that a 
fpeedy and happy reconciliation may 
take place. I promife you we are 
not a little alarm<d here, for when all 
our troops are gone, the rabble here, 
'tis dreaded, will take advantage, and 
commit diforders of every kind. I 
fee, from the War-Office, 31 batta- 
lions are to go to you in Spring, 
earii;/ conuft of 12 companies of Go 



miking 22,000 men.— = 
Shocking work it is ! *. 

" As to your private affairs/thefe 
bad times, I will venture to give you 
my opinion : Firft, take great care to 
what officers you give your m^ney, as 
thefe gentlemen's bills oftener prove 
bad than othcrwife, and as they are 
more liable to death than others, ac 
this time, you could never recover 
mould any of the bills go back protef- 
ted. In the next place, as you rauft 
be in a money-making way, and as 
affairs are in at beft, a very precari- 
ous fituation, you mould make lodg- 
ments of what you can fpare, and as 
faft as you can, in London : This is- 
what I would do, was I in your fitua- 
tion." 

^\ hft e f *b* battalions inebftd in the 
above letter. 
" 3 1 battalions to compofe the Ame- 
rican army in the Spring, of 1776 ; 
each to confitt of 1 2 companies of 6q 
rank and file, making 22, 320 men, 
4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 10th, 14th, 
15th, 16th, 17th, 22d, 23d, 26th, 
27th,. 28th, 35th, 37th, 38th, 40th, 
42d, 43d, 44th, 45th, 46th, 47th, 
49th, $2d, 55th, 63d, 64th, 65th. The 
18th, and 59th, are to return home* 

" Six battalions of Hanoverians, 3 
to Gibraltar, and 3 to Minorca ; 3 
regiments to return home from Gi- 
braltar, and 2 from Minorca." 
Extras of a letter to an officer at Bofton % 

dated YoughalU Auguji 20, 1775. 

I take an opportunity of a floop 
going to Bofton, to afk you how you 
go on : if I had known in time of her 
going, I would have fent you fornc- 
thing acceptable, as I fuppofe your 
prefent fituation requires many things 
to make it tolerable. 1 was very hap- 
py to find you were not of the detach- 
ment to Bunker's Hill ; never was 
fuch a daughter ! I fhudder at the recol- 
lection I fo many of our friends but the 
other day parted, fo butchered ! We 
are preparing to fend you more help, 
five regiments tQ embajk she begin- 
Ee'z ning 
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si«£of September. I will fend you 
fome thing or other by tbem. We 
watt witb much impatience for the 
meeting of the Englifh parliament, 
I cannot write to you as fully at f 
would with, as 1 imagine this will 
undergo infpeftion. If you can find 
time if you will write me one line now 
and then, be aflured you will give 
very g eat pleafure to a perfon who 
fincerely regards you. According as 
I hear in your next, if you think I 
may venture politicks 1 will give tbem 
to you very tally " 
Extras of a letter to am officer at Boflox* 
dated Fort Henry > Juguft 25, 1775* 
"Never was 1 fo muchfurprifed as 
to bear of the ftaod the Americans 
have made agaiuft his Majefty's 
troops. I muft own my opinion was 
that if they ever came to an aclion 
it would be of no longer a duration 
than they could take to their beels and 
run away ; but by the accounts how 
much I have been miftaken in themj 
a>d I be! eve raoft people that bad 
served in America were of my opini- 
on. I am fincerely forry your tray 
being blocked up ia the manner we 
beat ^ou are) the d'kgrreablenefs of 
ifucn a fixation 1 have experienced, 
but hope it will not be of longer du- 
ration ban till the arrival of the next 
reinforcement of troops which are 
now near Cork, Our papers menti- 
on an army of 22,000 men commanded 
by General &r Jcffery Amherit, join- 
ing you in the Spring— but I hope 
the command will not be taken from 
General Howe, Jbr whom i have a 
very fincere regard, and with him 
fucceisandhappinefs* Many noble- 
men and others have offered to raife 
regiments at their own expence in this 
country, but i»one of them 1 believe 
have been accepted of as yet Lord 
Beliamont was o e of tbem, and he 
has now advet tiled that the Lord 
Lieutenant has gt\en aim the infpec- 
tion ot U e rcctuuing parties ot the 
9tb, 33d, «ud 3410, ttbich be ibali 



regularly attend to; what his febeme 
by this is I cannot conceive." 
ExtraM of a tetter to an officer in-Bd/fox* 
dated Corh, September % y 1775, 
M Peopleare much divided in their 
fentiments about the Americans.—* 
Placemen, Penfioners, Tories, and 
Jacobites, with fome ftupid, igno- 
rant, mercenary Wbigs, are violent ; 
againft them, but the bulk of the 
people of England and Ireland are 
flrongly in their intereft. My brother 
fo far retains the prejudices of his 
late profemon as to be a great enemy 
to them ; but I own I am of tbc 
number of thofe who think they are 
hardly ufed, and wijb they may retain 
their liberties. I entirely coincide - 
with General Lee; and can't help 
thinking that the declaration of the * 
Continental Congrefs, and iheir ad-- 
drefsto the people of England, muft 
convince every one who has the leail 
panicle of judgment or attention, of 
the jufticeof the caufe. his the ge- *- 
neral opinion, (an \ General Bur- 
goyne's letter to General Lee fee ma 
to countenance it) that had the mini- 
ftry certainly forefeen the unanimity 1 
and firmne/s of the Americans, they 
would hardly have ventured on the* 
ftep* they have taken. How this un- 
natural combuftion will end, the Lord - 
only knows; but one thing I know ; 
that I wifh you and my other friends 
were removed from a fervice, at once 
fo difgraceful and fo dangerous.—- 
Never did the recruiting parties meet 
with fuch ill fuccefs in every part of 
this kingdom as at prefent; fo invin- 
cible is the diflike of all ranks of 
people to the American fervice. The 
inhabitants of Bandpn, Youghall, 
Birr, and other towns, have entered 
into a resolution not to fufev any 
among tbem to inlili for the purpofe 
ofenffaviog their American brethren. 
There have beennolefs than five par r 
ties at once in Charleville, and after 
fiunning the town, God knows bow 
long, with their fifes and itumt, tbey 

were 
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were able/to pick op onlv one recruit, all health and that you may ffnifli as* 
~ * glorious as you hive began. Th» 

Terjeants gave one guinea to every 
man hefides the King's bounty : thefe 
people are to be formed into compa- 
nies additional to each regiment to 
recruit it. We have taken it into our 
heads here that the Admiral and hit 
fleet has not been as **Hve as they 
fbottld be, sad are told he is fern for 
home. I am, Sir, moft affe&ionv 
ately your's ever. 

R. Gordon." 
Hxtr'afy of a ktter U Captain Gardner, 
Jid de Camp to General Bnrgtynt, at 
Btfitn* dated at Corke, Sept, \ttk p 
*775- 
•* I arrived here this day and ne- 
ver was mortal more hurried than, 
I am etprefeufe buta Yankee fcboor- 
er juft going to leave this for Bofton's 



who was under Mr. Roberts's influx 
ence. Tho the principal Romanifts 
in Cork and Limerick have formed 
aftbciatioivs and offered bounties to 
fuch recruits as (hall lift on this occa* 
(ion, yet have they very little fuccefs $ 
for tho, the heads of that communion 
are in the intereft of government, the 
lower clafs, who have not fagacity 
enough to make proper diftinttions, 
are, to a man. attached to the Ame- 
ricans* and fay plainly, thelrifh, ought 
to follow their example. Even Lord 
£enmare, who on this occafion took 
the lead, ha<l his recruiting party fe» 
verely beat in Tralee, and their drum 
broke^ to pieces. The renowned 
Captain Harlequin, whofe foccefs in 
this town lan> war has encouraged 
him to renew his antic tricks here now, 



finds himfelf, with all his buffoonery, great town (hip, I ought not to let dip 

fadly difappointed, and fcveral of the opportunity. 

thofe he had trepanned have already I enclofe in this a letter to Col. Px- 

deferted. Many of the draughts that got, whichwhen you have read, feal it 

are come here to fill up the regiments and deliver it to him; if you have any 

ordered abroad, fwearthey will never intereft with him you will employ it 

draw a trigger againft the Americans; in my favour, for you muff Know, 



among whom they have all relations. 
And moft of the EngliuY and lriflv 
foldiersthat left this place JauV April 
and May expreflfed fo much repug- 
nance to the femce they were ordered 



there is a damned ftrong Scotch par- 
ty in our regiment, which would be 
glad to deprive me of the paymafler- 
lnip.— <■! ihould have been a Majcf 
before this, if it had not been for this 



on, that I am fully perfuaded, if your curfcd rebellion, but every thing is 
army was not fhut up in Bofton, it for thebeft; perhaps I may foon gee 



mull f offer exceedingly by defertion 

" But though I write thus freely, 
J would have you very guarded, for 
all the letters from your fide are 
opened j and yet, there are many let* 
ters in this town which give a moft 
tragical account of your prf fent Actua- 
tion* The carnage on Bunker's Hi!) 
is to every humane breaft mocking 
beyond expreulon." 
Extr*8 efa letnr to Lieutenant Jems* 



efth*b<$4 regiment at Be/ten* dated jnifc< lied patriots. 



that rank without purchafe if lefcape 
the blaaing irons of the Saints, for I 
am eldeft Captain in the regiment, 
except Major Gray.— General Bur- 
goyne's letter to him, || is defervedly" 
much admired, and though ftiort £ 
believe has made more converts tq 
found policy than any other produc- 
tion that has appeared upon the fu,b.- s 
jeft.— The King's proclamation has" 
greatly confounded the turbulent 



st Corke. Sept. i o/£, 177c. 
<* Tbey f will be fcourgtd feverely, 
and it isthe opinion the foldierswill 
have all thr forfeitures. I wife you 

• Ths Aaterkant; 



Some ol my old acquaintances, the 
Skira gathry's, fhould be let (lip 
opon the back fetilements ; I am con *" 
viofced tbey would not defire better 

- Jpoi^ 
I Oentral Lie. 
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{pert and fckewife convinced, that fir it 500. The PopHh Bilbops tare 

nrthi'n" would fooner bring thofe Ii- likewife been applied to, to ufe their 

bc'tymad gentry to ^reafon*— Your influence with their flocks, which 

preiVri ligation muft be very difa- ibey are willing to do provided the 

greeable, to be cooped by fuch a dir.y officers are Papifts. Thefe are blef- 

fct cf wVffamiiffini as I know they fed time*." 

arc: bov fever, this may comfort you, PHILj/DEIPHJJ, Dec. 2c. 

iherlddleis tuningfortbem, and ear- " Frederick County, Maryland, Aw. 

Jy next Spring, they will have fuch a 24, 1775. 

«Ja»cc, as 1 hope will bring then to " Sir, 

" I am directed, by the committee 



Believe me, dear .Harry, to be 
Affectionately your's, 



of this county, to tranfmit to you 
copies of the examinations of Allen 
V. GARDNER. Cameron, John Smith, John Con- 
P. S The tranfports tor the 17th, nelly, and a letter to one Gibfon from 
27th, and our regiment failed for Connelly, and Lord Dunmore's fpeech 
this the 28th of Auguft. You may to White Eyes, and propofals by Con- 
depend that we fhali have early next nelly ,to General Gage /or the raifing 
Spring, 20,000 Ruffians. AdieL- an army for .the deftru&iort of the Ii- 
Liu;eis and life to you." - berries of the colonies. Any orders 
Ixtratt cf a Utter to an effictr at relative to the prifoners will be ftriclly 
£opv, daltd Corhe, Sept. 14, X775. obferved, the committee and inhabi- 
" '\ here are feveral young men tants of this country being determined 
going out volunteers, who have dc- to purfue every meaiure wJxicktlveCon- 
foGted the purchafe money of com- g re f s may recommend to them, as ne-> 
niiifiuns, lo that you wiJl not want ceffary for the prefervation of thefe co- 
rppnftonities of filing out, therefore loaies, at this time of imminent dan- 



we carneitiy entreat you to come 
tome. Were you on aftual fervice 
againft the French or Spaniards, our 
natural enemies, I mould be the lad 
nian in the world to fuggtft a thought 
of quitting your profeffion :f^r though 
xnuch I prize your fafety, you may 
<U P end that the prefervation of your 
character holds the firi place with 



I am very refpeftfully, fir, 
Your raoft humble fervant, 
John Hanson, jun. Chairman.*? 
The Honourable John Hancotk* £fq. 

Prtfidtnt of the Congrtfs. 
Frederick Town, Maryland, in Com~ 
tpitice Chamber, November 23, 1775. 
Allen Cameron, Dr. John Smith, 
and John Connelly, being taken into 
Anything you may defire ta have cu ftody, were brought before thecom- 
from hence lhall be punctually ext- mittee, and the following examina- 
cuted, provided the quantity does not t j ons werc taken, 
exceed the confumpuon of your own Alien Cameron, a native of Scot- 
iami)y,for as to a flitting any other i am ^ whkh he left for an aiFair of 
officers employed in this black bufi- honor, ami came to Virginia, with an 
yets, I beg to be excufed ; they may intention to purchafe back lands, and 



e'en go dine with Duke Humphry 
for me. 

*Now for public matters. Lord 
Kennure gives a bounty of 10s. 6d. 
to all volunteers inlifling with Ma- 
jor Roche The Prpiits of Limerick 



intended to go to Henderlbn for that 
purpofe ; but finding it difficult to paf* 
through the back country, encouraged 
by Lord Dunmore and promife of ad- 
vancement, he agreed to accept a com- 
miifion as Firft Lieutenant in theregi- 



and the Papifls of Corke, have fub- mcnt to ^ ra ifel by Col. Connelly, 
(cribed to give as muck more to the D^ 



>- 
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Dr. John Smith, a native of Scot- 
land, left Charles County, Maryland, 
for political reafcns, and intended to go 
to the MiFifippi, but finding it im- 
practicable, he returned to Norfolk, 
and being induced by Lord Dunmore, 
with promifes of preferment, he ac- 
cepted the appointment of furgeon to 
Col. Connelly's regiment. 

John Connelly, a native of Lan- 
cafter county, Pennfylvania, adniits 
his letter to Gibfon, a copy being 
{hewn hinu He went the 25th of July 
from Fort Dunmore to Lord D un more, 
and delivered him propofels in fubflanoe 
the fame with that found in his pof- 
feflion, and in his hand writing. That 
he was lent by Lord Dunmore to Ge- 
neral Gage with letters, and his pro- 
pofals to Gage ;> that he left Bofton the 
fourteenth, or fifteenth of. September, 
and returned to Lqrd Dunmore in the 
caiddle of Oclober ; that he brought 
inftruftions from General Gage toLord 
Dunmpre, who granted hihi a com- 
miflion of lieutenant colonel com- 
mandant of a regiment to be raifed in 
the back parts and Canada, with powers 
to nominate officers, who were to be 
confirmed byX-ordDunmore ; that he 
is now on his way to Detroit, where 
he was to meet his commiflion and in- 
ltruftions ; that he left Lord Dunmore 
about ten days ago, who had with him 
one floop of fixteen guns, and another 
©f eighteen ; that the fhip in which 
Lord Dunmore is on board, is armed 
with fix or eight guns ; . that a veiTel of 
twenty guns is daily expected from Ja- 
maica ; that John Smith never was ap- 
pointed furgeon, and that he told Smith 
if he was the man he reprefented him- 
fclf to be, it was poffible he would 
appoint him. 

Refolded, That the faid Allen Ca- 
meron and John Connelly be kept in 
dofe and fafe euflody, until the orders 
of the Congrefs be known ; and that 
the chairman tranfmit copies of the 
examinations and papers .to the Hon- 
ourable the President of the Congrefs, 
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and to the convention's or councils 0* 
fafety of the Colony of Virginia aal ' 
this Province. 

Refihved, That Dr. John Smith be 
kept in euflody till the farther orders of 
this committee. 

Propofah for rolfing an army tr> the 

M r efi<ward y and for efft dually ohflrn ?- 
rng a communication hefaveen the $o%lb- ' 
' ern and Northern Governments* 

<€ As I have, by dircflions from 
his Excellency Lord Dunmore, jure-, 
pared the Ohjo Indian* to acl in coa- 
cert with me againfl his Majelly's ene- 
mies in that quarter; and have alfj 
difpatched, intelligence to the differed 
officers of the militia on the frontiers 
of Augufta county, in Virginia, giving 
them Lord Dunm ore's affurances that' 
fuch of them as mall hereafter evince 
their loyalty to his Majeity, by putting 
themfelves under my command, when 
I mould appear amongft *hem*wttk.' 
proper authority for rhat purpofe, of a 
confirmation of titles to their Jands» 
and the quantity of three hundred acres 
to all who mould take up arms in fup- 
port of the conflitution, when the pre-' 
fent rebellion fubfided, I will undertake 
to penetrate through Virginia, and join 
his Excellency Lord Dunmore at Alex-' 
andria early next fpring, on the fol- 
lowing conditions and authority. - 

t€ Fir/?, That your Excellency wil 
give me a commiflion to acl as major 
commandant of fuch troops as I. mar 
raife, and embody on the frontiers* 
with a power to command to the wcH- 
ward and employ fuch fcrviceableFrcack 
and Englifh partizans as 1 can eno-a^e 
by pecuniary rewards or otherwife. 

" Secondly, That your Excellency 
will give orders to Capt. Lord, at the 
Illinois, to remove himfelf, with the 
garrifon under his command, fromForr 
Gage to Detroit, by the Anabach?. 
bringing with him all the artillery, 
flores, &c. &c. to facilitate which un- 
dertaking he. is to have authority ro 
hire boats, horfes, Frenchmen, Indiana 

Sec. Sid 



Digitized by 



Google 



t i*> ) 



fee. && to proceed with all poffiblc 
expedition on that rout, as the weather 
may occafionaUy permit, and to put 
himfelf under my command on his an 
rival at Detroit. 

" Thirdly > That the commiffary at 
^Detroit (hall be empowered to furnifh 
fuch provifion as I may judge neceffary 
for the good of the fervice, and that 
the commanding officer (hall be in* 
ftru&ed to give every poffiblc affiftance 
In encouraging the French and Indians 
of that fettlement to join me. 

« r Fmrtbfy, That an oficer of ar* 
tOlery be immediately fent with me to 
purfue fuch rout as I may find moft ex- 
pedient to gain Detroit, with orders to 



mediately honor me with your difpa&titf* 
to the Earl of Dun more, that I may 
return as early as poffible." 

" Portjmeuth, Anguft 9, I77$« 
•* I am fafely arrived here* and am 
happy, to the greateft degree, in ha- 
ving fo fortunately efcaped the nar- 
row jnfpeclion of My enemies, the 
enemies to their Country, to good 
order, and to government. I would 
efteettt myfcif defective in point of 
frieudfhip towards you, mould I neg- 
lect to caution you to avoid an over 
sealoos exertion of what is ^ow 
ridiculoufly called patriotic fpirit; 
but, on the contrary, to deport your 
felf with that moderation for which 



have fiich pieces of light ordnance as tou have been always remarkable* 

V- -.1^ k* ~^.*k*~ iL- -.w* J-. •_ j _a«V a • * *ls. :-ii 



may be thought requmte for the <k<- 
monming offort Dunmore and Fort 
FincafHe, if refinance ihould be made 
by the rebels in pofieffioo of thofe gar* 
tifims. 

Fiftbtj, That your Btceflency wifl 
empower me to make fuch reaicmable 
prefents tothelndianChieftandothers* 
as may urge them to ad with vigor in 
the execution of my orders* 

" Sixthly, That your Excellency 
will fend to Lord Dunmore fuch arms 
as may be {pared, in order to equip 



and which auft, in this inftance, 
tend to your honour and advantage. 
You may be allured from me, Sir* 
that nothing but the greateft unani* 
mity now prevails at home, and that 
the innovating fpirit amongft us here 
U looked upon as ungenerous and 
undutiful ; and that the utmoft ex* 
ertions of the powers of government, 
if neceflary, will be u fed to convince 
the infatuated people of their roily, 
f could, i affure you. Sir, give you 
fuch convincing proofs of what I af. 



fuch perfons as may be willing to ferve fert, and from which every reafona 

his Majefty at our junction, itt the vi- ble ptHbn may conclude the efteds, 

cinity of Alexandria, &c* Ac. If your that nothing but madnefs could ope* 

Excellency judges it expedient for the rate upon a man fo far as to overlook 

good of the fervice, to furnifh me with his duty to the prefent confiscation, 

the authority and other requifites I have and to form unwarrantable afTociati 



mentioned, I (hall embrace the earfieft 
opportunity of letting off for Canada* 
and (hall immediately drfpatch Lord 
Dunmore's armed fchooner, which now 
awaits my commands, with an account 
of what your Excellency has done, and 
that I fliall be ready, if practicable, to 



ons with enthufiaft^i whofeilHimed 
folly muft draw upon them inevitable 
deftru&ion; His Lordfhip defires 
you to prefent his hand to Captain 
White Eyes, and to affure him that 
he is very forry that he had not the 
pleafure of feeing htm at the treaty, 



join your Lordfhip by the twentieth of or that the fituatlon of affairs pre- 
April, at Alexandria, where the troops vented him from coming down. Be* 



under my command may fortify them- 
fclves under my cover of the men of 
war on that ftation. 

•* If, on the contrary, your Excel-* 
lency fhould not approve of What I pro* 
pofc, you will be good enough to im- 



lieve me, dear Sir, that I have no 
motive in writing my fen ti menu thus 
to you, farther than to endeavour to 
fteer you clear of the misfortunes 
which, I am confident, jnuft involve 
but unhappily too many, lhavefeot 

you 
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yoi* an addrtf* from tne people of 
Great- Britain to the people of Ame- 
rica, and I Attire you 1 to confider it 
attentively, which will, I flatter my- 
fetf, convince you of the idlenefs of 
ihany declarations, and of the abfur* 
dity of an intended flavery. Give 
my Jove to George, and tell him he 
frail hear from me, and I hope to hi-s ' 
advantage. Interpret the indofed 
fpeech to Captain White Eyes from 
his Lordihip. Be prevailed upon to 
Awn the popular error, and judge 
tor yonrieif; a& as a good fobjecl, 
and expeA tne regards doe to your 
fesrvices. I am, dear Sir, 

your fin cere friend and fervanf, 

John Connelly. 
To Mr. John Gib/on near 

Fort D*/tmore *' 
- Brother Captain White Eyes, 

I am giad to hear your good 
fpeeches fefltme by Major Connelly, 
tmd yon. may be. afTured I (hall put 
the one«nd of th« belt which you 
have fen* me into the hands of our 
grefetK ; og, who will be glad to hear 
from his brothers the Delawares, and 
wiU take a ftro*g.ho1d of it. You 
may reft fatisfied that .our foolifh 
yjwig men' (hall never be permitted 
te'have your lands^ but 1 , on the con- 
trary, the prrtatKinfr will protect you, 
vad *pfeferye you in the p^fTeulon of 
them. Ou»r young people in the 
country have been very foolifh, and 
done many imprudent things, for 
which t tey muft foon be iorry, and 
-of which I make no doubt they have 
acquainted you; but I mud defire 
y©o not to liften, to them, as they 
would be willing that you fhould acl 
eqtiaily fooiiih with themselves. But 
rather let what you hear pafs in at 
one ear and out at the other, fo that 
it may make no impreiTion on your 
heart until you hear from me fully, 
which fhall be fo foon as I can give 
him farther information, who am 
your friend and brother. 

• Captain White Eyes will pleafe to 
acquaint the .Corn Stalk, with thefe. 
my footiments alfo, as well as the 



chiefs of the 'Mingoes, artd At other 
Six Na-ion?. 

Your fincere friend and elder brother 
DUNMORE. 
J true Copy front she Minutes ; 
Upton Sheredine, Cletk,pro. tern. 
Publiihed by order of the Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Secretary. 
Extra ft of a letter from General Schuy* 
fer* dated Albany, t)ee. 14, f 775»* 
*' The Indians delivered us a 
fpeechr cm the 12th, in which they 
related the fubflance of all the confe- 
rences Colonel Johnfon had with 
them the laft fummer, concluding 
with that at Montreal, where he de- 
livered to each of the Canadian 
tribes a war belt and the hatchet, 
whoaccepted.it: After which they 
were invited to feaft on a BoflOnian, 
and drink his blood. An ox being 
roafted for the purpofe and a pipe of 
wine given to drink, the war fong 
was fung.— One of the chiefs of tm» 
fix nations, that attended at the Con- 
ference, accepted a very large Hack 
war belt with a hatchet depiAured ill 
it ; but would neither eat, nor drink, 
nor fing the war fohg. This fambw 
belt they have delivered Up, and' vJe* 
have now a full proof that ther ifiihN 
fterial fervants have attempted to en J 
gage the favages againft us.'*' 
Pubjimed by order of the Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, January 3. 

The TORY ACT. 

In Congrefs, January 2, 1776. 

Whereas it has been reprefented 

to this Congrete, that divers honeft 

and well-meaning, but uninformed, 

People in thefe Colonies, have, "by 

the art and addrefs of minifterial 

agents, been deceived and drawn into 

erroneous opinions, refpecting the A- 

merican caufe, and the probable ilTue 

of the prefent conteft : 

Refolved, that it be recommended 
to the ftveral Committees, and other 
friends to American liberty in the fatd 
Colony, to treat all fuch perfons with 
kindnefs and attention; to confider 
F f them 
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them as the inhabitants of a country 
determined to be free, and to view 
their errors, as proceeding rather from 
want ofinformation, than want of vir- 
tue or public fpirit ; to explain to them 
the origin, nature and extent of the 
prefent controverfy ; to acquaint them 
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to the different affemblies, conventi- 
ons, and committees, or councils of 
fafety in the united Colonies, by the 
moil fpeedy and effe&ual meafures to 
fruftrate the mifchievous machinations, 
and reftrain the wicked practices of 
thefe men ; and it is the opinion of this 



with the fate of the numerous petitions Congrefs, that they ought to be dif- 
prefented to his Majefty^ as well by armed, and the more dangerous among 



Wfemblies as by Congreffes, for recon- 
ciliation andredrefs of grievances, and 
the laft from this Congrefs, humbly 
requefting the Angle favour of being 
heard, like all others, has pioved un- 
fuccedful ; to unfold to them the vari- 
ous arts of adminiflration to enfnare 
and enflave us, and the manner in 
which we have been cruelly driven to 
defend by arms thofe very rights, liber- 
ties andeftates, which we and our fore- 
fathers had fo long enjoyed unmoleft- 
ed in the reigns of his prefentMajefty's 
predeceffors : And it is he eby recom- 
mended to all conventions and affera- 
blies In thefe Colonies, liberally to dit 



them either kept in fafe cuftody, or 
bound with fufficient fureties to their 
good behaviour. 

And in order that the faid aflem- 
blies, conventions, committees or coun- 
cils of fafety may be enabled with 
greater eafe and facility to carry this 
refolution into execution. 

Refolved, That they be authorifed 
to call to their aid whatever continen- 
tal troops ftationed in or near their 
refpcclivc Colonies, may be conveni- 
ently fpared from their more immedi- 
ate duty ; and the commanding offi- 
cers of fuch troops are hereby directed 
to afford the faid affemblies, conventi- 



tribute among the people the proceed- ons. committees or councils of fafety, 
ings ©f this and the former Congrefs, all liich afliltance in executing this re- 
the late fpeeches of the great patriots folution as they may require, and which 



in both Houies of Parliament relative 
to American grievances, and fuch 
other pamphlets and papers as tend to 
elucidate the merits of the American 
cuufe ; the Congrefs being fully per- 
fuaded, that the more our right to the 
enjoyment of our antient liberties and 
privileges is examined, the more juft 
and neceffary our prefent oppofuion to 
minifterial tyranny will appear. 

And with refpeel to all fuch unwor- 
thy Americans, as regardlefs of their 
duty to their Creator, their country, 
and their pofterity have taken part 
with our oppreffors, and influenced by 
the hope of poffeflion of ignominious 
rewards, ftrive to recommend thera- 
felves to the bounty of adminiitrarion, 
by mifreprefenting and traducing the 



conduit and principles of the friends of good offices. 



confident with the good of the fervice, 
may be fupplied. 

Refolved, That all detachments of 
continental troops which may be or- 
dered on the bufinefs in the aforegoing 
refolution mentioned, be while fo em- 
ployed under the direction and con* 
troul of the affemblies, conventions, 
committees, or councils of fafety afore - 
faid. 

Refolved, That it be recommended 
to all the united Colonies to aid each 
other (on requeft from their refpectivt 
affemblies, conventions, committees 
or councils of fafety, and county com- 
mittees) on every emergency, and 
to cultivate, cherifh and increafe 
the prefent happy and neceffary union, 
by a continual interchange of mutual 



American liberty and oppofing every 
meafure formed for its preservation and 
f;curity, 
Refolved, that it be recommended! 



And whereas the execrable barbari- 
ty with which this unhappy war has 
been conducted on the part of our ene- 
mies, fuch as burning our defencclefs 

towns 
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towns and villages, expofmg their inha- o'clock the minifterial garrifon at the 

bitants, without regard to fex or age, bridge was reinforced with about zoo 

to all themiferies which lofs of proper- of the 14th regiment, under the com- 

ty, the rigour of the feafon,, and inhu- mand of Captain Leflie, and at break 

man devaftation can inflicl ; exciting of day about 500 patted the bridge to 

domeftic infurreclions and murders; force our breaft-workj, but were re- 



bribing the favages to defoltte our 
frontiers, and cafting fuchof us, as the 
fortune of war has put into their pow- 
er, into gaols* thereto langutfhin irons 
and want : compelling the inhabitants 



pulfed with great loft. They retreat- 
ed under cover of their cannon from the 
Fort, and were allowed to return and 
collect their dead and wounded. Du- 
ring the whole action we did not lofe 



of Bofton, in violation of the treaty, to a fingle man, and only one was flight- 
remain confined within the town, ex- ly wounded in the hand, " 



pofed to the infolence of the foldiery, 
and other enormities, at the mention 
of which decency and humanity will 
^4or ever blufh, may juftly provoke the 
inhabitants of thefe Colonies to reta- 
liation, 

Refolved, That it be recommended 
tp them to continue mindful that hu- 
manity ought to diftinguifti the brave, 
that cruelty mould find no admiflion 
among a free people, and to take care 
that no page in the annals of America 
be ftained by a recital of any action 
which juftice or chriftianity may con- 
demn ; and to reft aflured, that when- 
ever retaliation may be neceflary, or 
tend to their fecurity, this Congrefs 
will undertake the difagreeable talk. 
Refolved, That the aflembly, con 



Extra8 of a Utter from Major Spotf* 
wood, ofCoL Woodford* l s regiment, to 
a Friend in this City, dated Great* 
Bridge, Dee, 9. 

" We were alarmed this morning 
by the firing of ibme guns juft after 
reveille beating, which, as the enemy 
had paid us this compliment feveral 
times, we at firft concluded to be no* 
thing but a morning ialute; but in 
a fhort time after, I heard Adjutant 
Blackburn call out, ** Boys, ftand to 
your arms." Col. Woodford and my- 
felf immediately got equipped and ran 
out. The Colonel prefted down to the 
breaft-work, in our front ; and my a- 
larmpoft being 250 yards in another 
quarter, I ran to k as fail as I could, 
and by the time I had made all ready 



ventions, or committees, or councils of for engaging, a very heavy fire enfued 



fafety, be requefted forthwith to tranf- 
mit to this Congrefs copies of all the 
petitions, memorials and remonftrances 
which have been by their refpedlive 
Colonies prefented to the throne, or 
either Houfe of Parliament, fince the 
Year 1762 ; and that they alfo inform 
this Congrefs, whether any and what 
anfvvers were given to them. 
Extracts from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Secretary. 



at the breatt-w *rk, in which were not 
more than 60 men. It continued 
for about half an hour, when the 
King's troops gave way, after fuftain- 
ingconfiderable lofs,. and behaving like 
true born Englifhmen. They mar- 
ched up to our entrenchments with fix* 
ed bayonets ; our young troops re- 
ceived them with firmne{s, and oehav- 
ed as well as it was potiible forfol- 
diers to do. Capt. Leflie, of the 
regulars, commanded the fort on the 
other fide of the bridge. Capt. 
Fordyce, of the grenadiers, led the 
The following intelligence is juft van with his company, and Lieut» 
received from the army at the Great Batut commanded the advanced par- 
Bridge near Norfolk : Saturday morn- ty. The former got killed with- 
ins, the oth inftant, about three in a few yards of the breaft-tvork^ 

F f 2 Will*. 
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with i* prfcK***- W>* IfaHftmt; z$s**c*d party, and Captain Fordyce, 
with 16 fcWiers, were ufcea prisoners, of the grenadiers, led the van with ins 
all wounded. Several others were car- company, who, for his coolnef* and 
r^ed into the fert, under cover of their bravery, deferved a better fete, as well 
cannon ; and from the blood on the as the brave fellows who fell with him, 
bridge they mufthave loft one half of. w>o behaved like heroes, They 
theqetachjnen^ It would appear tnat marched up to our breaft-work with 
providence was on ourjfide; for, du- fixed bayonets, and perhaps a hotter 
j^ tke whole engagement, * e loft not fire never happened, or a greater car* 
aman,andonlyonewasilighdywound- nage, for the number of troops None 
edin the hand. .Col. Woodford is a of the Blacks, &c. in the rear with 
brave officer,, and a man I love. He Capt. Leflie, advanced further than 
had Capt. Fordyce buried .with the the bridge, i,h*we the pleasure «o m- 
milkary f honopi» dne to hw rank, andt form you, tkat the viSory was asm* 
all the pnioneis thatjfirU into obrha*ds pie te, and that moft of the dead and 



taken the greateA care of. VVe have 
not, as yet, been able to afcertain the 
number killed and- wounded on their 
fide. Three officer* fufees, with bay^- 
©nets and cartouch boxes, fell into our 
bands, from which we judge thai there 
were three commiffioned officers killed. 



wounded, with two pieces of cannatt, 
ware carried of, under cover *>£ their 
guns .from the fort. We buried i z, 
befides the Captain (him with all mili- - 
tary honours flue to his rank) and have 
pri&ncrs Lieut. Batut and j6-pwva*es> 
ajl wounded; 35 Hands of awne and 



As foon a 3 a general return can be made accoutrements, three officers iufees* 
Qut,kwillbe fcnt to the honourable powder, ball, and cartridges, w*$ &n*' 



convention. I am at prefent m the 
greatest hurry, and can only gnre an 
account ofwhatl have feen." 
Extratf of a. Utttr from CoL William 
Woodford tp the Hon~ Edmund Pendk- 

■ 1P*t Efq\ Prtfident of the General 

. Convention, 
" A fervamt belonging to Major 
Mar&al, who deferted thc<other night 
from CoL Scott's party, has convpleat 
ly taken his Lordfhip in. Lieut. Ba- 
tut, who is wounded, and at prefent 
my priibner r informs, that fhis fellow 



dry other things, have likew^ e &H« 
iaio our hands. This was a fecond 
BunkerVHillaffair, in miniatu^wth ' 
this difference, that we kept on 1 * P *** 
and hadonlyone man wounded H 1 *^ e ' 
hand." 

Gr^at- Bridge, Beeemht* \ \ - 
" Since I wrote yefterday, not^g 
of moment has happened, but *he eBe_ 
my*s abandoning the fort. We toofc- 
pofleffion of it in the morning, and 
found therein 6 pieces of cannon which 
they had fpiked up, 7 guns and a bay©- 



told them that not more than 300 • net, a few (hot, a quantity of fpades 



fhiftmen were here ; and that impru 
dent man catchedatthe bait, difpatch- 
iag Captain Lefiie with all the regu- 
lars (about zoo) who arrived at the 
bridge about three o'clock in the 
mo^nittg, joined by alaout 300 black 
and white flaves* laid planks upon the 
hridge ! , and croiTed juft after our re- 
veille had beat;, a lucky time for us, and 
you'll fay rather an improper feafon 
far them to make their puna, when, ©f 
cowrie, all our men muii be under arms 



and fhovels, fome bedding, two- bar* ' 
rels of bread, 20 quarters of beef, a box 
and a half of candles, 4 or 5 ison pots, 
a few dozen of bottles, fome axes and 
old lumber. — From the great effiifion 
of blood on the bridge and in* the fort, 
from the accounts of the centries, who 
few many bodies carried out of the fort 
to be interred, and other circumftances, 
T conceive their lofs to be much greater 
t&anl thought it was yefterday, and' 
the victory to-be-complete. ; Lieut. Bar- 



The above Lieutenant coraroanded-the- tut having an indinatioa to inform the 

Kind's 
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Ring's troops of «ke humane treatment 
he met with here, I difpatched Enfign 
Hoames, with a flagof trace, and the 
Lieutenant's kiter, who retarded wkh 
the following anfwer from the com- 
mander of the fort : — " Capt. LefHe 
prefents his complif&ents to Mr. Batut, 
and returns Col. Woodford his fincere 
thanks for the kbd treatment of the 
prifonew. H* is happy Mr. Batut's 
wound is fo flight, but is extremely fer- 
ry for the lofsef poor Fordyce." The 
unfortunate Capt. Fordyce was a Cap- 
tain of grenadiers in the 14th regi- 
ment, and moftof the foMiers were gre- 
nadiers of that regiment. As the cap- 
tain was a gallant and brave officer, I 
promifed to interhim with afl the mili- 
tary honours * doe to hi? great merk, 
which I hope will meet with the appro- 
bation of the honourable the conventi- 
on. /About z$Q Carolina-men are 
arrived, under, the command of Col. 
VaH, with fix pieces of cannon, and a 
quantity of powder." 

Great-Bridge, Dec- iz. 
** Lieut. Col. Stephen arrived at 
Kemp's landing laft night, and agree- 
able to my orders fentaparty tofecure 
every perfon in that neighbourhood, 
that had left Norfolk fince the battle 
of the Great Bridge. He informs he 
has Mr. Max. Calvert, Doctor 
Campbell, Mr. Matthew Phripp, 
and others, now with him, whofe exa- 
mination I now enclofe. I have had 
a number of people from thence to-, 
-day, whofe ftories difagree, they bring 
two petitions, one from the poor inha- 
bitants of Norfo!!^* the other from the 
dHJtrefTed Highlanders, which I like- 
wife fend inclofed ; and, having giv- 
en no anfwers to them yet, have de- 
tained the bearers for farther confidera- 
tion. — Two gentlemen this moment 
brought me in a young Scotchman, 
named Hamilton, who confefles he 
has bore arms, and was at this 
fort in Gilmour's company : he was 
making his way to Nanlemond. I 
have ordered 'him t? fee; coupled to one 



s ) ...,.• 

of hk black brother foHiers, wMTa 
pair of handcuffs, which is the refolutU 
on I have taken (hall be the fate of all 
thofe cattle, till I am further inftruded 
by your honourable houfe. I enclofe 
a copy of my advertifement, difperfed 
over Princefs Anne and Norfolk coun- 
ties, and hope it will meet with your 
approbation. Major Eppes arrived 
here this evening with his party, and 
Col. Howe with 340 of the 'Carolina ' 

regulars. 1 fhali march to morrow* 

with a number of the troops. — 1 am, 
juft informed that feveral {ail of veffels 
were arrived to-day, thought to have 
troops on board, but Col. Howe fup- t; 
pofes them to be tenders returning from 
North Carolina," *" 

Extracl of a Utter- frhk Northampton^ 
County, in Virginia^ dated December ■.[ 

i7> I77S-. . ! 

In my laft it gave me much concern • 
to communicate fuch unwelcome tid-* 
ings as the defedion of Norfolk and' 
Princefs Anne counties, andLordDun- 
more's proclamation refpeding the 

fl-aves it is now with the utmoU 

pleafure I can allure you the fcene is 

totally reverfed ..owing (under the- 

bJefling of Providence) to the courage 
and good condud of our countrymen, 
of which the committee have received * 
certain information, and think it mat- 
ter of fufficient moment to be tranf- 
mitted by exprefs, as the conveyance 
is- much quicker from this to Philadel- 
phia, than the ufual trad through tfce 
weftern more of Virginia. 

Colonel Woodford, with the troops' 
under his command, had been detained 
fome time at the Great- bridge, the 
only pafs by which he could march to 
Norfojk, and it was fuppofed waited 
for fome artillery, to batter a tort which 
Lord Dunmore had ereded there. — — 
Part of the Provincial army had in- 
trenched within gun fhot of the fort» 
to prevent the enemy from lengthen- 
ing their works, which it feems were 
not cannon proof, and Lord Dunmore- 
. ijeing. informed by a deferter (who it is 

foppofed 
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fttppdcd Was thrown m his way on pur- 
pofe) A that the detachment near the 
fort, confifted only of about three hun- 
dred men, badly provided with ammu- 
nition, fent all his regulars, in the night 
between the 8th and 9th inftant, to the 
fort, with orders to ftorm the Pro- 
vincial entrenchments in the morning 
by day break ; the regulars according- 
ly began a moil furious attack upon the 
only part of the breaft work which was 
acceffible, but the works were fo con- 
ftru&ed, that when they attacked this 
point, they were flanked by part of the 

Provincial lines -the cauleway over 

which they were obliged to march, ad- 
mitted only a few men abreaft, and 
thofe were cut off as fad as they ap- 
proached— in a few minutes they were 
obliged to found a retreat, having loft 
fixty-two men killed and taken : the 
prifoners were all wounded, and only 
ten of them are now alive ; amongft 
them is a Captain Bottout. Captain 
Fordyce, who headed the grenadiers, 
and a young Capt. Leflie, are among 
the flain. The Provincials did not 
lofe a man. > 

" After the action, Col. Woodford 
fent a flag to the fort, propofing that 
til firing mould ceafe for the day, 'till 
the dead were buried ; and being de- 
firous to inter Capt. Fordyce (who was 
a brave officer, and an old acquaint- 
ance) with military honour^, the pro- 
pofals was clofed with. In the night 
the enemy evacuated the fort. 

" It fecms Capt. Leflie, who com- 
mands the regulars, did abfblutely re- 
fufe to aft any more on fhore, 'till he 
could be better fupported, as he had 
already facrificed many of his men in 
fo defperate a fervicc. This being the 
eafe, the Norfolk volunteers ana his 
Lordfhip's black battalions, refufed to 
act without the affiftance of the re- 
gulars, the confequence of which has 
been that his Lordfhip precipitately 
carried oiF his cannon, abandoned the 
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entrenchments at Norfolk, and has 
taken (helter on board the mips. The 
Provincials, we are told, entered the 
town on Thurfilay, without injuring the 
property of any perfon*; mofk of the 
inhabitants had left it before their ap- 
proach. His Lordihip's fquadron, we 
hear, is now at SewalFs point, about 
ten miles below Norfolk ; It it faid they 
have plenty of beef and pork, but are 

badly provided with bread. The 

blacks were found rather an incum- 
brance than a fervice to his Lordfhip, 
deftroying one another more than the 
enemy. Moft of thofe wretched people 
are now left to fhift for themfelvea." 
Ext rati of a Utter from a Gentleman in 

Jccomicky (Firginia) U> bis friend in, 

PbitaMelpbia, dated Dec. |8. 

** Our troops under Col. Woodford, 
entered Norfolk laft Thuriday, with- 
out the leaft oppoiition. Dunmore 
has drawn his fleet of mips from before 
the town, and fallen down the river 
ten miles. Col. Woodford has not 
loft a man in this expedition, notwith- 
ftanding the Governor's troops at- 
tempted to force his lines at the Great- 
Bridge. Every man of futy grena- 
diers were either killed, wounded or- 
taken prifoners; indeed all thofe taken 
prifoners were wounded, and but ten 
remained alive when the account came 

away. Capt. Fordyce and Capt* 

Leflie are among the flain." 
From tbefame* 

We have fome grounds to believe 
that adminiftration would ere this have 
abdicated their fchemes, had they not 
fondly imagined, that our virtue would 
be too frail to perfevere long in our 
felf denying plan of refiftance. In 
this, they were encouraged, by many 
mifmformations, from a band of per- 
fidious mifcreants among ourfelves ; 
and more efpecially> by the promifed 
dereliction of the common caufe, in 
which thefe expected to betray the af- 
fembly of this Province. * From this 

circum- 



* Mr Brook Watfon, a principal merchantin England, when in this province 
declared, to many refpedtable gentktoen, that the miniftry, foon after the publi- 
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circumftance, it was thought the A- confpire W make men brave ; and 
inerican aflbciation would fhortly be which are all eminently on the €de of 
diflblved, and our oppofition, of courfe the colonifls, in the prefent contefh 
difconcerted and confounded. Thefe Building their future hopes on thefc 
views were feconded by a ridiculous vifionary foundations, our enemies re- 
opinion induflrioufly propagated, that folved to proceed in their ruinous ca- 
the people of this continent were too reer; and have exhibited to the world, 
recreant and ignoble to confront the a flriking example, to what dangerous 
myrmidons of Britain; and would lengths the folly and wickednefs of men 
tamely fuffer themfelves to be dra- will extend, when actuated by an infa- 
gooned out of their liberties. If this tiable avidity for power and dominion, 
opinion had not been noifed abroad, l New punitive ftatutes have been de- 
with the utmoft earneltnefs, and con- vifed, confounding the innocent and 
fidence, I could not have fufpefted guilty, ( even according to their own 
there were any men, fuch novices conceptions of guilt) in promifcuous 
in the fcience of human nature, as to and undiftinguifhed ruin. The fword 
harbour a fuppofition fooppofiteto all has' been wantonly drawn by them f 
thofe natural and moral caufes, which and the blood of fubje&s inhumanly 

* flied, 

cation of the congreflional proceedings were djfpofed to retract their violent raea r 
fures, arid to redrefs our grievances. To this end, application was made iuv 
der the aufpices of Lord North, to t\\c body of American merchants, of whom 
this gentleman was one, defiring them to frame petitions for the redrefs of Ame- 
rican grievances, and the reftoration of American rights, and prbmifing compli- 
ance with them, as it was mod agreeable to the Miniftry to repeal the obnoxi- 
ous acts, feemingly in confequence of petitions at home. While .this was in 
agitation, letters were received from New York, alluring, that the Aflembly 
would reject the proceedings 'of the Congrefs, and that there would be a fepa- 
ration of this colony from the reft. Frefh hopes were conceived from the pros- 
pect of a diviiion, and the merchants were defired to alter the plan of their 
petition, and frame it folely upon commercial principles. The conduct of oar 
Aflembly confirmed that information, and the Miniftry now encouraged by the 
certain profpect, as they deemed it, of a difunion, were led to pufh matters to 
extremity. Here we find the more immediate fource of thofe evils, under 
whkh we at prefent labour* If it mould be afted how any perfons cauld fbreteL 
what was in the womb of futurity, and therefore uncertain? I anfwer, this might 
eafily be done, without poflefling any fupernatural gift of prophefy, by taking a 
little pains to found the private fentiments of the members of our Aflembly, 
and particularly of the leaders ; whence* their public conduct would be plainly 
deducible.— Doctor Franklin, I am told, makes nofcruple to impute the ob- 
ftinacy of admmiftration to the fame caufe. And the reaibn of the thing, will 
convince us that it has at leaft had a powerful tendency to encourage it, agreea- 
ble to Lord North's maxim— divide et imper a , divide and tyrannize. 

t It is pretty generally allowed by all parties, that the war was commenced ' 
bythe Britifh foldiery, though there are a few fo blindly partialas to queftion it, 
and pretend the contrary. Among a great variety, the following canfidera- 
tions will fuffice to put the matter beyond a doubt. The regulars charge the pro- 
ymcials with firing firft ; the provincials charge the regulars with the fame. The 
former fupport their charge by Ample affirmations; the" latter by many folema 
affidavits, among which are a few from officers and foldiers of the other party, 
who were taken prifoners. It would be cruel and unjult to fuppofe the provia- 
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fbed, for no other crime than an in- * 
vincible adherence to the nobleft prin- 
" ciples of liberty, an arden-t attachment 
to the true fpirit of the Englifh confti- 
tution, and a becoming fenfe of the 
exalted priviledges inherited from 
their anceflors; who unappalled by the 
dangers of unknown feas, the perils 
and hardfhips of the folitary wilder- 
nefs, left their native countries, and 
began fetdements, which promiie, 
through ages, to remain the favourite 
abodes of knowledge, religion, virtue 
freedom, every thing that can adorn 
and dignify, and felicitate the human 
race. 

It is remarkable that Lord Dun- 
more in Virginia, has lately been guil- 
ty of at leaft ieven capital crimes, all 
of which are* felony by the laws of that 
colony, and are puniihabte by the gal- 
lows ; and as he can plead no pnvi- 
ledge of peerage th?re, it is hoped he 
will feortly be taken, publicly tried 
and hanged, as the mofl atrocious cri- 
minal that ever appeared in America. 
Mxtra£ of a letter from Barbados* , 
Nov. 7. 

An exprefsis arrived from Grenada, 
with an account that the town of St. 
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George was entirely burnt down o* 
the 1 ft initant, excepting two houfefr, 
Mr. Beattie's and Mr. Bennett's. All 
their provisions, lumber, in fhort eve- 
ry thing was deilroved. The earn-. 
ache was not entirely deHroyed. This 
is a difagreeable circumfkmce, as all 
the other iflands muil, through huma- 
nity, furniih Grenada with a part of 
what fupplies they have ; and I be- . 
lieve there is not a great deal to fpare 
any where. We Ihall one and all be 
much diftrefTed for foreign provifions 
in a fhort time, unlefs large Supplies are 
feut us from Europe. A* for ground . 
provifions, we have great quantities 
planted in this ifland, and with/ the aA 
fiftance 'f herrings and fait, we hops 
to be able to keep our negroes quiet ; 
but we mall want provinon for thc~ 
white people foon. However, let us 
not anticipate mifery and hunger, but 
rather expect that adminiftration will 
prefent the olive branch, and meet 
the Americans halfway in a reconci- 
liation, without which I am very much 
afraid the coniequences will be dread- 
ful indeed. For what avails' fending 
an handful of men to conquer Ameri- 
ca ? It is only expofing fo many brave 

fellows 



cials had either forged or extorted thefe, becaufe it would imply a degree of 
treachery, of which there is no reafon to fufpect them capable ; but it cannot be 
fuppofed, becaufe there has been an exchange of prifoners, and theimpofture, if 
there was any, would have teen detected, and expoied,which has not been done. 
Moreover, when contending parties aftert different things, the only way to dif- ; 
cover where the truth lies, is to examine on which fide the circumflances afford 
thegreateft probability. In the firft fkirmifh, there were feveral hundreds of 
the regulars, and only thirty provincials. Is it probable that thirty provincials 
fhould firft fire upon fome hundreds of regulars ? Would not this be an inftance , 
of madnefs and defperate bravery, hardly to be fuppofed ? Is it not much more 
probable, that the regulars firft fired upon them, and that they gave way and 
dlfperfed before fuch a formidable body, without firing at all, as is reprefented 
by our party? 

I mention thefe circumflances only to mew how the fatl really ftands, 
not that I think the Provincials would have been blameablein attacking them 
firft ; for as they came out (according to their own account) with defign to feizc . 
two of the inhabitants, and to deftroy the magazines of provifions, &c. belong- 
ing to the people of Maffachufett's, thefe I contend, had a perfect right to de- 
fend their property, to repel the lawlefs deflroyers by every neceiTary method, 
and to refill arms by aims, 
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fellows to certain death, if they at- 
tempt to march into the country ; for 
you may depend upon it, the Provin- 
cials have at leaft 70,000 men under 
arms in different divifions, and fully 
determined to fee out the difpute. — - 
""The queflion with us now is, what we 
fhall do with our rum ? where fhall 
we getlumber for our hogfheads ?" 



) 



Newport, Ofiober 9. 
This town having been threatened 
to be fired on from the men of war, 
on account of the armed force which 
made its appearance here, a great 
many of the inhabitants moved part 
of their effects out; and many left 
the town. The carts, chaifes, riding having fome nine 



trucks, were fo numerous that the 
ftreets and roads were.almoft blocked 
up with them. Thurfday and Friday 
being rainy and muddy the poor 
women and children were much ex- 
pofed in looking out for fome place 
of fafety ; the people continued mo- 
ving out very faft all Saturday and 
yefterday, with their effects. JTwa 

Saturday afternoon thefhips weifcjj-^ 
cd anchor and went up the river, en-^^** 
tered the harbour of Briftol, and de- 
manded three hundred fheep, which 
not being complied with, between 
eight and nine o'clock, they began an 
heavy fire on the town, and continued 
it upwards of an hour, in which time 
a number of (hot went through the 
houfes of William Bradford, Efq; 
Qapt.Ingraham, damaged the Church 
a little, and feveral mops, ftables, 
&c. The women and children, in 
great diftrefs, (dark and rainy as it 
was) were objiged to leave their ha- 
bitations, and leek fhelter in an adja- 
cent country. Between nine and ten 
o'clock a committee was appointed to 
go on board, who fettled the matter 
by giving forty fheep. In the fmall 
defenceless town of Briftol were near a 
hundred perfons lick, at the time of 
this firing. 



Waurtvwni Nov $ 22. On Friday 
laft GeneralHowe fent3©o men, wo- 
men and children, poor of the town 
of Bofton over to Chelfea, without 
any thing to fubfift on, at this incle- 
ment feafon. 

Wcdnefday evening laft about 
1000 troops of the united Colonies 
of North America broke ground on 
what is called Cobble (or rather Mil- 
ler's) hill, in about one half mile in 
a direct line from the enemy's en* 
campment on Bunker's Hill, or their 
Hupping lying at Weft Bofton ; not- 
withftanding which, a cannon has 
not as yet been fired at us. Our 
troops are now well entrenched, they 
pounders, and 



feveral of fmaller denomination* 
well fecured ; and this day we hear 
there will be planted feveral 18 and 
24 pounders, which will command 
the ferries between Bofton and 
Charles-Town, alfo Letchmore's 
Point; and can reach the center 
of Bofton with their mortars. 
ExtraQ of a letttr from Cambridgt, 
Nrv. 9, 
We had an account of the Re* 
gulars landing at Letchmore'a Point,, 
about a mile and a half from Cam- 
bridge ; about 300 of the Regulars 
landed from Bofton, on the above 
mentioned Point, under cover of a 
very heavy and continual fire from 
their batteries on Bunker's, Breed's 
Corps, and Beacon Hills ; as alfo 
from a frigate which lay within 300 
yards of the Point on which they 
landed. They had po/feffion of the 
hill for near an hour before they 
could be obftrucled, owing to a very 
high tide, which prevented our peo- 
ple from crofting a caufway, which 
was overflowed, and the only way to 
get at the enemy. During this 
time they were mooting horfes and 
cows, with an intent of taking them 
off; but a battalion of rifle men, 
under command of Colonel Thorn* 
G g fen, 
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fan, disregarding danger and diffi- per pound. A keg of water bread* 

cultytook to the water, which was 149. fterling. Ditto butter bread 21s. 

then up to their middles, and a quar- ditto* Frefli beef, frefli pork, mutton, 

ter of a mile over, and notwithttand- lamb, cheefe, and butter, 15c!. fterling 

ing the Regulars had lodged them, per pound. Veal, rice* peas, none in 

felves behind ftone walls, and in an Bofton. Apples, five dollars a barrel* 

orchard , where they might have Sheep, eight dollars each. Eggs, 49. 



done our people much damage, yet 
on Colonel Thomfon's approach 
they fled to their boats in great con- 
fofian, but not without awarmfe- 
renade from the riflemen, who fired 



fterling a doz. Flour and (hip bread 
40s. fterling cwt. Potatoes* 6s. fterl. 
a bufhel. Onions, a piftareen a rope. 
Four calves feet, 3s. fterl. Firewood, 
ten dollars, a cord, and every other 



at a great diftance, when they found kind of neceflaries in proportion 

them retreating, and ran up with all General Howe has barely 6000 ef- 

fpeed in hopes of bringing them to fedive men at Bofton. The fortifica- 

an engagement, before they reached tions begun to be erected from water 

their boat. All this time an un- to water within the neck of Bofton he 

ceafing warm fire was kept up from has been obliged to abandon, for want 

the before mentioned Forts and the of men fufficient to perform the work* 

(hip, and from the fold iers and their General Clinton preferves his poft at 

boats. Our lofs is one killed and three Bunker's Hill. The Provincials 

wounded; their lofs uncertain, but have abandoned Plowed-Hill, but 

have fince heard three of their men the Regulars have not taken poflefEon 

were found dead on the field. One of of it. The flotation of tne troopa 

the enemy's boats was funk from our at Bunker's- Hill is truly deplorable ; 

fortonProfpecl Hill, by a 24 pounder, much fnow, North Eaft Winds, &c. 



and the enemy was beat offtheground 
•boot two o'clock, and landed at 
Charles-Town. During the engage- 
ment 22 large fhipthoveinfight, with 
troops from England and Ireland. 

General Wafhington fent a flag 
into Bofton, a day or two before 
General Gage left it, offering an ex- 
change of prifoners, viz. Major 
French for Col* Parker, Lieutenant 
Knight, (of the navy) for Captain 
Scott, and his Excellency Governor 
Skeene for Corporal Cruife. The 
two firft were accepted, but the laft 
General Gage rejected with fcorn. 

Price current at Bofton, Dec, 1, 
1775. The head of a fheep, a quar- 
ter of a dollar. Salt, one dollar a 
hogfhead by the quantity. Jamaica 
rum, 4s. Weft India ditto, 3s. 3d. 
fterling per gallon. Frefli fifh, is. 
fterling per pound. Geefe, two dol- 
lars each. Turkies three ditto. 
Ducks, one ditto. Fowls, three 
quarters ditto. Hams, 2t. fterliug 



no fire, poor cloathing, fait provi- 
fions, &c, &c. 

The diftrefs of the troops and peo- 
ple at Bofton exceed the poffibility 
of defcription. There are advices in 
town of December 14 ; not a coat 
ftitp was then arrived. The inha- 
bitants and troops literally ftarving 
with cold. They had taken the 
pews out of all the places of worftiip 
for fuel ; had pulled down empty 
houfes, &c. and were then digging 
upthe timber at the wharfs for firing ; 
very poor cloathing, and fo fcarce of 
provifions they have been eating 
horfe flefh for fome time. 

A difference has broke out between 
Gen. Howe and Adm. Graves, at Bof- 
ton. General Howe is obliged to re* 
pair the light-houfe with his own peo- 
ple ; the Admiral refufed to have any 
thing to do with it. The diftrefs of 
the troops and inhabitants in Bofton, 
is great beyond all poffibJe degree of 
deicription. This account is dated 
Decern* 
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Depember 14. Neither vegetables, A letter from General Lee to Central 
flour, norpulfe, for the inhabitants; Burcoyne, dated Camp in Prof- 
and the King's ftores fo very fhort pe& HilU Dec. 1, 177$. 
none can be fpared from them. No " Dear Sir, As I am juft inform- 
fuel ; and the winter fet in remark- ed you are ready to embark for Eng- 
ably fevere. The troops, and inha- lane, I cannot refrain from once 
bitants, ftarving for want of pro- more trefpaffing on your patience, 
▼ifions, and fire. Even fait provi- An opportunity is now pre fen ted of 
fion is i$d. fterling per pound* immortalizing yourfelf as the Savi- 
Three coal mips from England, were our of your country. The whole 
taken at the mouth of the harbour Britifh empire ftands tottering oa 
by the American privateers ; as was the brink of ruin, and )Ouhaveit 
alfo a veffel with live flock from Ha- in your power to prevent the fatal 
lifax* They boarded another veffel cataftrophe, but it will admit of no 
within two miles of the light houfe. delay. For Heaven's fake avail ■ 
On account of this accumulating yourfelf of the precious moment; 
diftrefs, the inhabitants petitioned put an end to thedelufion; exert the 
General Howe for leave to quit the voice of a brave virtuous citizen, 
town. He refufed. They then pe- and tell the people at home that they 
titioned to go out, leaving their ef- mult immediately refcind all their 
feels in the town. But he ftill refu- impolitick acts ; that they muft 
fed. They confift chiefly of the fe- overturn the whole frantick fyflem, 
left men, and other principal inha- or that they are undone. You afk 
bitants; and it is thought the Ge- me, in your letter, if it is indeprn- 
neral keeps them as fecurity for the dence at which the Americans aim ? 
town. The provincial Generals in- I anfwer, No ! the idea never en- 
tend* as foon as the water is froze fcered a fingle American's head until 
between Dorchefter Neck and Bofton a moil intolerable oppreflion forced it 
Neck, to erect batteries upon Dor- upon them. All they required was 
chefter Point. Nofhips nor floating to remain matters of their own pro- 
batteries, can then annoy them, perty, and be governed by the fame 
They waited for the frott, otherwife equitable laws which they had en- 
this would have been done long ago. joyed from the firit formation of the 
From Dorchefter Point they can com- Colonies. The ties of connection, 
mand the town of Bofton* The which bound them to their parent 
Americans ridicule the folly and ig- country, were fo dear to (hem, that 
norance of the miniitry, in fending he who would have ventured to have 
tranfports to Bofton, with troops, touched them, would have been 
ftores, and provifions, fo late in the con fide red as the moft impious of 
feafon ; when, as they fay, the mortals ; but thefe facred ties, the 
North- Weft winds alone will prevent fame men who have violated or baf- 
fonrin five from ever getting to North fled the moft precious laws and rights 
America. The American privateeers of the people at home,, diffipated or 
con flan tly cruize at the mouth of refufed to account for their treafures, 
Bofton harbour, and between Cape tamifhed the the glory, and annihi- 
Cod, Cape Ann, and Jefferys's lated the importance of the nations; 
Ledge. Only four companies of one thefe facred ties, I fay, fo dear to 
of the laft two regiments which were evexy American, are now rending 
fent had arrived, though the whole afunder. 

failed together. *' ,c You aflc, whether it is the 

weight of taxes of which ihey com- 
9g2 plain ? 
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plain? I anfyer no; it is the prin- ral obligation to adopt the latter j 

ciple they combat, and they would but the fatal reparation has not ye c 

be guilty in the eyes of God and men, taken place, and yourfelf, your hn- 

ofthe prefent world and all pofterity, g!e felf, my friend, may perhaps 



did they not rejeft it ; for if it were 
admitted, they would have nothing 
that they could call their own. 
They would be in a worfe condition 
than the wretched flaves in the Weft 
India iflands, whofe little peculium 
has ever been efteemed inviolate. 
But wherefore mould I dwell on this, 
is not the cafe of Ireland the fame 
with their*s i They are fubordinate 
to the Britifh empire, they are fub- 
ordinate to the Parliament of Great 
Britain ; but they tax themfelvcs. 
Why, as the cafe is fimilar, do not 
you begin with them ? But you 



prevent it. Upon fome perfons, I 
am afraid, you can make no im- 
prefli >n ; for to repeat a hackneyed 
quotation, 

" They are in blood 

4C StepM in fu far, that (hould 
** they wade in more, 

C( To return would be as tedious 
" as go o'er." 
But if you will at once break off all 
connections with the fe men, if you 
will wave all confideration but the 
falvation of your country, Great Bri- 
tain may Hand as much indebted to 
General Burgoyne as Rome was to 



know, Mr. Burgoyne, the M ry her Camillus. Do not I entreat you, 

dare not attempt it. There is one my dear Sir, think this the mad rhap- 

part of your letter which, I con fefs, fody of an enthufiaft, nor the cant of 

j do not underiland. If I recollect afa&ious defigning man, for in thefe 

right, for I unfortunately have not colours, I am told, 1 am frequently 

the letter by me, you fay, that if the painted. I fwear by all that is iacred, 



privilege of taxing themftlves is 
what the Americans claim, the con- 
ted is at an end ; You furely cannot 
allude to the proportions of N- 



asl hope for comfort and hunour iq 
this world, and to avoid mife'ry in 
the next, that I moft earnettly and 
UfYoutly love my native country ; 



It is impoflible that you ihould not that I wilh the fame hapoy relation 
ihink with me, and all mankind, to fubfift for ages, betwixt her and 
that thefe propositions are no more her children, which has raifed the 
or lefs than adding to a moft abomi- wide arch of her empire to fo ftupen- 
nable oppreflion, a more abominable dous and enviable an height ; but at 
infult But to recur to the queftion the fame time I avow, that if the 
of America** aiming at independence? parliament and people ihould be de- 
Do any initru&ions of anyone of the praved enough to fupportany longer 



provinces to their reprefentaiives, 
o; del-ga'es furnifh the leaft ground 
for the fufpicion ? On the contrary, 
do ihey not all breathe the ftrongeft 
attachment and filial piety for their 
parent country ? But if fhe difcard 
ail the natural tendernefa of a mo- 
ther, and adls the part of a cruel 
ihp-dame, it muft naturally be ex- 
pffted that their tffeclions ceafe ; 
the Minift y leave them no alterna- 
tive, autftr*v?re> aut alienari jubent ; 
it is in human nature, it is a mo- 



fome perfons in their fcheme, my 
zeal and reverence for the rights of 
humanity are fo much greater than 
my fondnefs for any particular fpot, 
even the place of my nativity, that 
had I any influence in the Councils 
of America, I would advife not to 
he/iute a fingle inftant, but deci- 
fively to cut the Gordian knot now 
befmcared with civil blood. 

" This I know is ftrong, empha- 
tick language, and might pafs 
with men, who are ftrangcrs to the 

flame 
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lUme which thfi love of liberty is ca- and afterwards difcovered it unjuftly, 
cable of lighting up in ihe human think it any forfeiture of your dig- 
bread, for a proof of my infanity; nity to acknowledge the wrong? 



but you, Sir, you, unlefs 1 have 
miftaken you from the beginning, 
will conceive that a man 1h his fober 
fenfes, may poflefs fuch feelings, la 
my fober fenfes, therefore, permit 
me once more, moftearneitly to en- 



No (I am well acquainted with your 
difpofuion) you would afk his par- 
don, at the head of your regimem. 
" I mall now conclude (if you 
will excufe the pedantry) wfth a 
fentence of Latin : Jujium eft £el- 



treat and conjure you to exert your lumquibus necejfarium et pia arma qui- 

whole force, energy, and talents, to bus nulla nifi in armis, re/inquiterfpes." 

flop certain perfons in this their head- I moil fmcerely wifh you a quick and 

long career. If you labour in vain profperous voyage; and that your 

(as I mult repeat I think will be the happinefs and glory may be equal 

cafe) addrefs youfelf to the people to the idea I have of your merits, as 

at large ; by adopting -this method, I am, with the greateft truth and 

I am io fanguine as to a/Ture myfelf affection, your's 



of your fuccefs ; and your publick 
character will be as illuflrious as 
your perfonal qualities are amiable 
to all who intimately know you. 
By your means, the colonifts will 
long continue the farmers, plan- 
ters, and {hipwrights of Great 
Britain ; but if theprefent courfe is 



C. LEE. 
From the New- York Gazette, Dec* 

2 S> J 775- 
Slip Duchefs of Gordon* off New 
York, \Sth Dec. 1775. 
SIR, 
" 1 lofe no time in tranfmitting 
to you herewith, a letter I this 



perfifted in, an eternal divorce muft morning received from Captain Par- 
inevitably take place. As to the ker cf his Majefty's fhip Phoenix, 



idea of fubduing them intofervitude, 
and indemnifying yourfelves for the 
evpence, yoi mufl be convinced, 
before this, of its abfurdity. 

I fhould not, perhaps, be ex- 



communicating certain instructions 
ne has received from Vice Admiral 
Graves, for the rule of his conduct 
on this itation, which letter you will 
forthwich make known to the cor- 



travagant, if 1 advanced that all the poration and citizens of New- York ; 

mips of the world would be too few and 1 requeft you will infert it in 

to tranfport force fufficient to con- the public papers, to the end that 

quer three millions of people unani- the inhabitants of the province may 

moufly determined to facnrlce every have the comfort of knowing the 

thing to liberty ; but if it were pof- protection that is afforded to the 

fible, the victory would be not Jefs friends of order and good govern- 

ruinous than the defeat. You would ment, and be warned to avoid a en- 

only deftroyyour own ftrength. No tinuation of meafures that will in- 

revenue can poffibly be extracted volve the country in mifery, and 

out of this country. The army of bring deftruction upon their fami- 

placemen might be e.ncreafed, but lies, and on their own heads. lam, 



her circuitous commerce, founded 
on perfect freedom, which alone can 
furnifh riches to the metropolis, 
would fall to the ground. But the 
dignity of Great Britain it fecms is 
at flake. Would you, Sir, if in the 
heat of paffion you had ftruck a 
fimple drummer of your regiment, 



Sir, your very humble fervant, 

WM. TRYON." - 
Whitehead Hi ck$ y Efq\ Mayor nf 
the City of New-York* 
Phoenix ', at New-York, Dec. 1 8/£, 

SIR, 
*• Being ordered by my inflec- 
tions from Vice Admiral Graves, 

• Com* 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 234 ) 



Commander In Chief of his Ma- 

jetty's mips and veflels in North- 
America, publickly to fignify to all 
towns acceffible to his Majefty's 
fhips, that in cafe any violences 
{hall hereafter be offered to any of 
the officers of the Crown, or o'her 
peaceable difpofed fubjecls of his 
M'jefty ; or if any bodies of men 
fhall be raifed and armed in the faid 
towns, or any military works ereftcd 
©therwife than by order of his Ma- 
jefty, or thofe adling under his au- 
thority ; or if any attempts (hall be 
made to feize or deftroy any public 
magazines of arms, ammunition, or 
other (lores, io all or either of thofe 
cafes, it will be my duty to treat the 
faid towns as in open rebellion 
againft the King. 

** I am to requeft that your Ex- 
cellency will be pleafed to let the 
above inftruftions be publickly made 
known in the town of New- York, at 
the fame time you will affure them, 
that I (hall be happy in granting the 
town every protection in the power 
of his Majefty's (hips under my com- 
mand. I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, and 
Moft humble fervant, 

H. PARKER.". 
To bis Excellency Governor Tryon, 

In Provincial Congress, 
New Tor k, Dec. zid, 1775. 
Whereas fundry perfons whofe 
conduft in the neighbouring colonies 
of which they were refpeclively in- 
habitants, has been unfriendly to li- 
berty, and occafioned their removal 
into this colony; and (hould re- 
movals continue, the number of dif- 
sffe&ed perfons in this colony will 
be increafed, and the fame be difre- 
putably confidered as an afylum for 
the enemies to the liberties of Ame- 
rica. 

Refolved, That every perfon, not 
an inhabitant, entering into this 
colony, (hall be fiunifhed with a 
certificate from the committee of the 



jurifdidlion wherein he laft refided 
that he is friendly to the liberties of 
America, or be fubject to be dealt 
with as a perfon inimical thereto. 
A true copy of the Minutes* 

ROBERT BENSON, Secretary; 
New Tori, Dec. 25. By letters from 
General Schuyler we learn, that Colo- 
nel Eafton had taken the veflels boundt 
from Montreal to Quebec, under the 
command of Carleton or Prefcot. — • 
That Carleton, with four or five Ca- 
nadians had landed from the fleet, and 
were making the beft of their way to 
Quebec, in the drefs of peafants, That 
the Brig Gafpee, together with (even 
(loops and fchooners, which are taken 
as above, had on board, who are alfp 
taken, Brigadier General Prefcot, 
Captain William Dunbar, Major qf 
Brigade, Captain William Gamble, 
Quarter-Mafter General. Captains 
Anftruther, Swan, Crawford, and 
Harris, Lieutenant Cleveland ; En- 
figns Gamble, Leflie, Mc'Donald, 
Dr. Beaumont, and 150 privates, and 
moft of them of the 26th regiment, 
and the artillery. There were on 
• board the veflels two cannon of nineantf 
two of fix pounders, thirty cannon 
cartridges, and forty-five ball ; three 
barrels of powder, 2380 muiket car? 
tridges, eight chefts of arms, 200 pair 
of fhoes, a quantity of intrenching 
tools, 760 barrels of flour, 20 of bilr 
cuits, 675 barrels of beef, and 376 
firkins of butter. 

New-Tor A, Jan. 8. We this day 
received the following advices ; 
Cvmp before Quebec, near the General 
Ho/pit al 9 Dec. 6, 1775. 

" I wrote you the 2jft ult. which 
make no doubt you have received. I 
then gave you fome particulars of our 
march, proceedings, &c. fince which 
General Montgomery has joined us 
with artillery, and about 3000 men,, 
and yefterday we arrived here from 
Point Aux Trembles, and are making 
preparations to attack the enemy, who 
arc in clofe garrifon, but cannot hold 

out 
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«ut long, as from the befl accounts him 
they are much divided among them- 
feivesi and a prodigious panic has 
feifted them all. Carleton, we are 
told, is determined to hold out to 
the very laft. All his friends, or 
rather his courtiers, fay, he could 
not have taken more effectual mea- 
fores than he has to ruin the country. 
The 2 2d ult. he iflued a very ex< 



to fave their property, fte 
feized a priming prefs at Norfolk, 
which he employs for his own pur- 
pofes, and by the means of negroes 
and others continues to circulate 
his proclamations and intelligence 
through the country. It is faid that 
Col. Henry, with a large body of 
men, is gone againft him ; and a 
General from the American Camp, 



traordinary proclamation, ftrictly or- * at Cambridge, in Maflachufetts Bay, 
deringallwho refufe to take up arms, is expected on the .fame fervice. 



and defend the garrifbn, to depart the 
town and diftrict within four days, with 
their wives and children, under pain 
of being treated as rebels or fpies. In 



A gentleman who lately paCed 
this way from South Carolina, faid, 
that Lord William Campbell, Go- 
vernor of that province, and his fe- 



confequence of which, a great number cretary, were flill both on board the 
of the principal people came out with Tamer floop of war ; the Governor*! 



their families, but were obliged to leave 
all their property behind, except fome 
wearing apparel, and a little houfliold 
furniture, &c. Our men are in high 



Lady remained at his houfe in 
Charles-town. The Government of 
South-Carolina has been for fome 
time in the hands of the Council of 



fpirits, being now well cloathed with Safety, confiding of 13, and a gene- 
the regimentals deftined for the jth ral committee of 99; who permitted 

feveral vefTeis to carry rice to the 
Weft-Indies, on condition of their 
bringing arms, ammunition, cloath- 
ing and other necetfaries in return, 
and fo ftrictly do they adhere to the 
general (Continental Aflbriation, that 
a quantity of cloathing Ihipped from 
a foreign ifland, being difcovered 
to be of Britifh manufacture was fent 
back in the vefTel that brought it. 

*■ Some of the fire arms, which were 
French, had, on trial, been found 
good for nothing. They have two 
regiments of foot and one of horfe 
in actual pay, beiides a great num- 
ber of volunteer companies daily 
training, exclufive of the militia; 
all which are under the command 
and direction of the Council of 
Safety. An attack on Charles-town 
has been, for fome time, expected by 
an armament fiom England, on 
which account many of the inhabi- 
tants have left the town, almoft all 
the merchandize and valuable effects 
are removed, and the Provincial re. 
cords are, by order of the Council of 

Safety, 



and 26th regiments, who were taken 
prisoners at St. John's. This is a cir- 
cumftance which I believe, the like ne- 
ver before happened to the Britifti 
troops, as two regiments of them to be 
made prisoners at one time. Provi- 
dence fmiles on us in a moll remark- 
able manner. 

4t I hope the next time I write you, 
it will be from Quebec, for if the in- 
falting foe does not furrender (hortly, 
I believe ic is the General's intention 
to carry the town by ftorm. 

" On the zd inftant his Excellency 
Governor Tryon dinolved the General 
Affemblyof New- York." 
Nfwbtrn, North-Carolina, Nov, 28. 

The Governor has fent word he 
intends to dine at the palace at 
Chriitmas, and to have the town in 
afties before night. 
Extract of a letter from North -Carolina* 
dated Dec* 29. 

" Lord Dunmore does not lofe 
ground ; fince his proclamation, of- 
fering freedom to indented fervants 
and flaves, many people have joined 
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Safety, carried to Dorchefter, about tion, whether the zd regiment, or any 



20 miles up in the country 

■* A fcheme was formed and fame 
veffels purchased in order to attack 
and fei/e the Tamer floop, but when 
the veffeis were ft* ted out and armed, 
fome mirapprehenfions or mifunder- 
rtandings arofe among the fcveral 
companies deitined for the fervice, 
and the defign was given up or port- 
ioned. It was faid that the fum of 
iooo,oool. currency, ifiued by the 



part of it you may think proper to 
withdraw, may not, after their hard 
duty, be drawn off. I wrote the con- 
vention laft night that I had refigned 
the command to Col. Howe, as that 
gentleman's military abilities and great 
experience, will be fall equal to every 
talk. I would afk the convention's 
leave of abfence to fee my family, and, 
attend to my private affairs, for fb long , 
a time as mall be agreeable to them. 



Congress laft fummer, was nearly ex- I d not mean this fo long as there is a 
ponded in putting th< polony in a pro fpecT; of any adual fervice, either 



pofture Of defence; c.m was vey 
fcarce, and many perfons were lift- 
ing their own notes." 

Extract of a Utter from Col. Woodford, 

to the Hon. Prefdent of the Convention. 

Norfolk, Dec. 15, 1775. 

" Sir, I wrote you la ft night; fince 

then nothing material has happened ; 



offerrfive or defenfive. I am, with the, 
greateft refpeft, Sir, 

your moll obedient fervant, 
William Woodford." 
To the Officer commanding at Norfolk. 
Capt. Squire's compliments to the 
commanding officer, informs, him that 
feveral mufket balls were laft night 



we ftill remain in the fame fituation. fired at the King's fhipfrom fome peo- 

This morning a midlhipman, with a pleat Norfolk. Capt. Squire did not 

flag of truce, arrived from the Otter, return the fire, from a fuppofition it 

That and our anfwer you have in- was done out of wantonefs. Capt Squire 

clofed. All the principal tories, with does not mean to fire on the town of 

theif families and effects, have retired Norfolk unlefs firft fired at ; muft beg 

on board the .fhips of war and other to know if any hoiHIe intention was 

vefTels in the harbour, of which there meant to his Majeity's fhip and peo- 

is a very large fleet. What they in- pie under his command, 

tend I know not, and I am much at Otter floop, of Norfolk, Dee. 15, 1775. 
a lofs to inform your honourable body * Anfwer to the abo*ve. 

what fleps we mail take further than Col. Howe's and Col. Woodford's 

to keep pofTefTion of this part of the compliments to Capt. Squire, and af- 

town, and afford what protection we fiire him they gave no orders to fire 

can to the inhabitants that claim it. upon the Otter, and conceive the muf- 

We are much at a lofs for your fur- ket balls mentioned in Capt. Squire's 

ther orders, which we hoped to receive mefTage to have come from our guard, 

before this time, and are not without who fired by miftake on one of our 

our fears that fome accident mult have own parties. 



happened to your exprefs. I received 
a letter this morning from Mr. Cary 
Mitchell ; our anfwer is inclofed, with 
his letter. I have the worft opinion 



Robert Howe, William Woodford. 
Extraft of a letter from Col, Scott to 
Capt. Southall, dated Norfolk, Dec, 17. 
" I have juft time to inform you, 



of the people here, and have no doubt that we have at laft got pofTcffion of 

but every thing relating to us is laid the moft horrid place I ever beheld; I 

before his lordmip. If it is your inten- mean'Norfolk. Almoft all the inha- * 

tion that a part only of the prefent bitants fled on board the fhips. Flags 

force fhould remain at this place, I are continually pafling, afking water 

would recommend it to your ccnfidera- provifion, or to exchange prifoners* 

Duty 



x 
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t)uty is harder than I everfaw before; or three armed flflops, left this har^ 
our guards have not been relieved for bour, went coConanicut, and landed 



48 hours. The men of war fell down 
lail evening about a mile, and left a 
brig with 5000 bufhels of fait behind, 
which our guard took, and brought to 
the wharf. We have got on board the 
veffel Mr. Gary Mitchell." 

A letter from Savanna, in Geor- 
gia, dated Nov. 20, bring* an ac- 
count, that the province of South- 
Carolina is involved in all the hor- 



up wards of 200 marines, failors and 
negroes, at the Eaft Ferry, marched 
in three divifions immediately over 
the Weft Ferry, and fet the feveral 
houfes on fire, which were near the 
ferry place, then retreated back, 
letting fire to almoft every houfe on 
each fide the road, from the Weft to 
the Eaft ferry, and feveral hoafes 
and barns, fomediftance on the North 



rors of a civil war. Col. Robert and South fide of the road, driving out 

Cunningham, a vtry confiderable the women and children, fwearing 

planter in the back fettlements, be- they mould be burnt in the houfe, 

ing fufpefted of attachment to the rf they did not inftantly turn out. 

King's caufe, was feized by a party General Lee was detached with a 

fent in the difguife of Indian traders fmall corps to the alliftance of the in-' 

from Charles-town, by the Com-^ habitants. The following is faid to 

mittee of Safety, and clofely con- be a copy of the oath he impofed 

fined in the common gaol of that upon the people of Rhode Ifland, 

town. Mr. Patrick Caningham, bro- npon his arrival there. 



ther to the Colonel, having collected 
together the tenants and dependants 
of their family, feized fome powder 
and mot belonging to the Committee, 
and erected the Royal Standard, de- 
clared for hia Majelty and Great 



I — here, in the prefence of Al- 
mighty God, as I hope for eafe, ho- 
nour, and comfort in this world, and 
happinefsin th» world to come, molt 
earnettly, devoutly and religioufly 
fwear that 1 will neither direcUy or 



Britain again It all rebels and their indirectly ai&ft the wicked in ftru men tt 

abet tori. The Committee in the of minifterial tyranny and villainy, 

mean time ordered thiee detach menu commonly called the King's troops 

of their army to march from differ- and navy, by furniftiing them with' 

entquarters,andtodifperfe theinfur- provi lions and refreshments of any 



gents. A Colonel Williamfon, with 
1200 men, firft arriving took poffef* 
fion of a Stockade Fort, where he 
was inftantly befieged bv Cuning- 
ham with his party. Williamfon, 
having remained confined for two 
days in the fort, deftitute of provi- 
fions and water, was forced to fally 
ith his men on the third day ; but 



kind, unlefs authorifed by the Con- 
tinental Congrefs or legislature at 
prefent eftablimed in this particular 
Colony of Rhode Jfland : I do alfo 
fwear by the Tremendous and Al- 
mighty God, that I will neither di- 
rectly orindire&ly convey any intel- 
ligence, nor give any advice to (he 
aforefaid enemies defcribed ; and 



they were attacked by Cuningham that I pledge myfelf, if I mould by 

in the attempt, and totally difperfed. any accident get knowledge of fuch 

The committee men made fo good treafons, to inform immediately the 

ufe of their heels, that only 25 were Committee of Safety; and as it is 

killed in the flight, for fight there juftly allowed that when the rights 

was none. and facred liberties of a nation or 

Newport, Rhode- IJIarut, Dec, II. community are invaded, neutrality 

About one o'clock yefterday morning is notlefs oafe and criminal than open 



the bomb brig, a fchooner, and two 



and avowed hostility ; I 

H h 



do 



further 
fwea f 
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fwetr and pledge -myfelf, as I hope pared for defence, than the Maffa* 
for eternal falvation, that I will chufett's was laft fpring, all our 
whenever called upon by the voice of neighbour! are in a better ftate. The 
the Continental Congrefs, or by that prefent convention of the Colony ex- 
of the legislature of this particular lib till May next ; during the recefa, 
colony under their authority to take the public affairs are conducted by a 
arms and fubjeel myfelf to military committee, or council of faiety. 
difcipline in defence of the common *' Theri are now 26 compleat re* 
rights and liberties of America. So giments at Cambridge, of 632 effec- 
help me God*" tivemen, which <amoonts to 16,422. 

fxtrafi cfa letter from, a gentleman at The Connecticut troops retur*d home 
New Haven, to bis friend in Ne*w- after the expiration of their time. 
York, dated, £>ecn 20. That colony is now raifing nineteen 

" One regiment of foot, and three regiments, of 900 effective men each, 
troops of horfe, are embarked at New- York bars railed four, of 750 
Bofton, and going fomewhere ; there each. Jer&y twoof 652, and Penn* 
Vs not the lead doubt but they are fyivania fwc of 632 effective. The 
defined for your place ; pray be on number raiftd in the Southern 
your guard." colonies, I cannot inibrm you. The 

Sxtrafi of a letter, doted New- Fork, army at Cambridge is now erceed- 
J**.6tb» 1776* sagly well provided with ammunitioQ 

This colony contains about 200,000 and artillery. 

(ouls, of which* by an exa& re- *« General Woofter commanded at 
turn, 40*000 are able to bear arms J Montreal. Our laft advices from 
j^om whom deduct 2000, a« luke- Canada are datedthe 7th of Decern* 
warm and difaJFected, which kavcl ber* General Montgomery was then 
38,000 men attached to the American before Que bet, with 4000 Provinci- 
sWe. The militia of the colony k als and $000 Canadians; he wat 
well regulated by the convention/; waiting for his artillery to come from 
9500 are appointed as minute men, Montreal. Upon its arrival, there is 
properly ofhcered,aad allowed the pay no doubt but he would foon oblige 
pf the continental troops, for the ex- General Carleton to furrender, who 
tta days they m«fter above the time has an garrifon under his command, 
prefcrkbedbyraw. Ammunition is di- to defend the place, 1053 men, con- 
tJJbute4tocheinatthepuhJicexpence fitting of Englifh and French mer- 
by the fever*! county committees, chants, emigrants, Newfoundland- 
They are tolerably well armed, but by men, failors, and marines." 
the fpriag will be as cpmple&dy fur- Extract of a letter from the Hague 
nifiiedasany troops in the world, Doe. 21, *?75* 

contracts having for fomethne pai ** His Ifcritanniek Majefty hat 
been made for that purpofe,,by and foliekedtho ftates-getmal todifpofe 
under the infpecBon of gentlemen who of their fix battalions of Scots troops 
have the caufe at heart, A fufficienx for his ufe, to ferve agaiaft the Ame- 
quantity of intrenching tools are ricans towards the en firing cam- 
made, and their camp- equipage pre- paign ; and in cafe their High Migh- 
paring. They have, a good train of tineffes mould wifh to have their 
btafs field artillery, of their own it an ding army compleat, to raife &x 
calling, and a vaft plenty of iron ord- battalions of national troops in lieu, 
nance. The militia is commanded of them, for his Britannick Majjefiy'a 
hy one Major* and f:x Brigade Gene- account. The reprefentatives fox 
rah. This Colony is far better pre* Zeeland and Utrecht are the only 

t . ones 
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ones who immediately contented, ger of being deeper involved than may 
but the reft feem to make various at firft be forefeen or wifhed for, and 
objections, amongft which the Pro- thus expofing ourfelves to all the con- 
vince of Holland objefted, that it is fequcnces of the firft ftep. 
inconfifteot with a commercial ftate Our republic (which tho* it floarifh- 
to involve themfejves in any quarrel, es only by peace, yet has conftantly 
if not put to it by extraordinary exi- been engaging in unfuccefsful wars, 
genccs- Another Province otyerved, fobfifls principally by commerce and 
that when the Scots troops returned agriculture, and to both which, but 
from America, the republic then will especially the former, fuffidenr en- 
be burthened with the expences of the couragement has not been given) is, 
additional national troops, and will by the great influence ofibme and 
have a ftronger Handing army than is blind zeal of others, brought to fo low 
confident with the conttitution. a ftate of power, as only to be recover- 
Extraft of a letter from the Hagm> ed (if any remedy be ftill left) byob- 
Jan.%, 1776. ferving a ftrift neutrality in all quar- 
" His Serene Highnefs at laft ap- rels throughout Europe. Every pro- 
peared perfonally in the full aflembly pofal therefore, however plaufible, 
of the States General, and delivered a mu ft be tried by this touchftone, and 
letter of his Britannic Majefty's own rejected if it does not ftand the teft* 
hand^writing, in which their High Of this fort (and nobody can take a- 
Mightineffes are folicited to difpofe of m \{ s that I fpeak my fentiments on 
their Scots brigade, the anfwer the w hat regards the ftate fo nearly with 
prince received then was not very fa- the true fpirit of Batavia freedom. I 
vourable ; namely, that the Aflembly even look upon myfelf as called upon, 
of the Reprefentatives could not refolve and that filence would be criminal 



upon a bufinefs of fq important a na- 
ture, without previoufly confoltingeach 
province feperately. 
Opinion given by fohan Deri van der 
Cappelle, upon the requeft of the King 
of Great Britain for the loan of the 
Scotch Brigade, in the Ajfembly of the 
States of Qveryj/ejl, on the 16th of 
J)ec. 1775, <ww inferttd in the Re- 
cords of that Province, 
Honourable and Mighty Gentlemen* 



when to fpeak is my duty) I fay, of 
this fort is that you are now deliberate * 
ing upon; at leaftl view it in that light* 
The torch which now burns in Ame- 
rica, is capable of inflaming all Eu*, 
rope, already full of combuitibles. If 
affiftance is offered to England, Ame- 
rica will not want it on her fide. 

The houfe of Bourbon, and all who 
wilh the peace of Europe and freedom 
of commerce, look with a jealous eye 



The requeft of a neighbouring pow- n the greatnefsqf England, in raifing 

er for ^ fome troops of this ftate, to be it to which we have moft anaccounta- 

taken into their fervice and pay, is, in bly facrificed ourfelves without any re- 

the pxefent ftate of Europe, an affair war d or national profit whatever ; and 

of fo great confequence to our repub- by which the balance of power in Eu- 

lick, that I chnfe rather to communi- ro pe, which coft fuch an effufion of 

cate my fentiments to you in writing, blood, is entirely loft ; infomuch that 

defiring at the fame time that this my s we now behold that kingdom exerci- 

opinion be inferted in the records of fmg an imperial power on the fea, even 

this province. much greater than was ever known to 

Affiftingaforeign power with troops, exift before; and it is more than pro- 



in order to extricate them from troubles 
in which they are involved, is. fimply 
no lefe than engaging therein, chu&ng 
a party, and putting ourfelves in dan- 



bable a blow will be aimed againfl 
her, when a proper opportunity oc- 
curs in order to ftab her to the quick* 



H h 2 
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What will then be the confequen - 

ces ? No other than feeing ourfelves 
again involved in a deftru&ive war 
with one of our mightieft neighbours, 
[France] who from a reciprocal inter- 
' eft is our natural friend, and can with 
nothing more than that there fhould 
exift fuch a neutral, and by trade flou- 
rishing republic as the United Provin- 
ces, to carry on (by means of our ex- 
tensive fhipping and naval force) with 
mutual advantage, their navigation 
and commerce, when obftru&ed by 
their wars with England. This ap- 
pears obvious to me, befides other rea- 
fons ofnolefs confequence. 

What advantage can this republic 
cxpeft from this ceffion of troops ? 
What advantage has ever accrued to 
her from her near alliance with Great- 
Britain ? What reward has me recei- 
ved for her ever faithful affiftance fo 
chearfully and readily granted? 

That kingdom on the contrary 
got at the en,d of the fucceffion war, 
(which proved fo fatal to this country) 
befides her extenfive conquefts in Ame- 
rica, nothing lefs than the key to the 
Mediterranean, Gibraltar and Mi- 
norca ; and what we, but (as a cer- 
tain writer too juftly remarks) an irre- 
coverable and exhaufted treasury, the 
juft fruits of our folly ? 

Not only the advantages of our 
commercial treaties, fo ftridlly obfer- 
vedon our fide, andby which we are 



taken from our merchants refunded 
Then-fhall I allow myfelf to deliberate 
on rendering fervices which we are by 
no means held to do, and fhow my rea- 
dinefs, provided our own circumftan- 
ces and the ftate of affairs permit it. . 

This brings me to my laft obser- 
vation, 

Tho' not as principals, yet. as auxi- 
liaries, our troops would be employed 
towards fupprefling (what fome pleafe 
to call) a rebellion in the American 
colonies ; for which purpofe I would 
rather fee JanuTaries hired, than troop* 
of a free ftate. 

In what an odious light muft this 
unnatural civil war appear to allEurope; 
a war in which even favages (if credit 
can be given to news-paper informati- 
on) refufe to engage; more odious 
ftifi would it appear for a people to 
take a part therein, who were them* 
felves once flaves, bore that hateful 
name, but at laft had fpirit to fight 
themfelves free : Butaboveall, it muft 
appear fuperlatively deteftable to me, 
who think the Americans worthy of 
every man's efteem, and look on them 
as a brave people defending in a be- 
coming, manly, and religious manner, 
thofe rights, which as men they derive 
from God, not from the legislature of 
Great Britain. 

Their mode of proceeding will, I 
hope, ferve as an example to every na- 
tion deprived by any means of its pri- 



granted nothing more than the law of vileges : yet fortunate enough in being 



nature and nations require, but even 
a free navigation and trade, have been 
denied us. 

Our fhips were fearched and confif- 
cated at pleafure when trading on the 
free fcas, which belong folely to the 
great creator ; nay even on our own 
coafts. Their courts declared goods to 
be contraband which really were not 
fo, and they have treated us often in a 
manner by no means fuitabletoa free 
and independant ftate. 

Let thefe juft caufes of complaint 
be removed, and the immenfe fums 



able to make fuitable efforts towards 
retaining or regaining them. 

Thefe are my reafons, which I look 
upon as fufficiently convincing, but 
muft further obferve, that I am not 
without apprehenfions that this ceffion 
of troops may lead towards an . aug- 
mentation of our own, of which I 
am daily more and more afraid. 

An overgrown militarypower is too 
apt to interfere in civil and criminal ju- 
risdiction, and creates an imperium in 
imperh, .which frequently obftrudls the 
admiuiftration of juftice. In neigh- 
. . . bounng 
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bouring monarchies there are many 
proofs of this. In England it is un- 
known. It is one of the dreadful in- 
novations of the laft century. Bitter 
complaints of it were made throughout 
Europe, and in my opinion it ought 
never more to be mentioned in this 
republic ; yet forry I am to fay, this 
military fpirit gains ground more and 
more, and ferves Only to diflblve the 
weak bands, which have hitherto in 
•Tome degree connected the armed and 
unarmed part of our country, and 
'which only can make the former re- 
tain any idea of their dependance on 
and fubmiflionto the civil power. 

For all thefe reafons, I find myfelf 
bound to give the following opinion : 
' That a*s the interefl of the republic 
in general, and this province in parti 
cular, does not require or admit the 
"ceflion of thefe troops, and could not 
even be done without a manifeft injuf- 
Vce to people who have no ways in- 
jured us, it becomes necelTary for the 
preferit, not to grant the King of Great 
Britain's requeft. 

As this affair, from its nature and 
confequences (which are very exten- 
five) does not come under thofe points 
which belong to the daily adminiftra- 
tion of provincial affairs, I truil that 
my negative voice will in the end have 
fuch influence, and be of fo much ef- 
fect, as is confident with what of old 
has been and flilliscuftomary * in fuch 
cafes in your High Mightinefi f es ? af- 
fen.\blyl (Signed) 

J. D. wander Capelle tot den Poll. 
[* At the commencement of the repub- 
Iick 9 unanimity <was necejfary in their de- 
terminations. A Jingle negative e was 
Jujficient to rejeSi any proportion.] 

For the Remembrancer. 

It was expected by Adminiitration, 

when they iflued their proclamation 

to prohibit the exportation of arms 

and ammunition 10 the twelve con- 

* The names of all the Counties 



federated Colonies in North America, 
and prevailed on the States General 
to do the fame, — that thofe Colonies 
would foon be obliged to fubmic to 
fuch terms, as Adminiitration fhoujd 
think fit to impofe on them, but 
how vain was this expectation ? — for 
it is a notorious fact, that they have 
plentifully fupplied therafclres with 
ammunition, and have a fufficjent 
number of gunfmiths to make what 
arms they want, and a proof of 
the fame, is the following import- 
ant extraft from the Journals of 
the Houfe of AlTembly of the Pro- 
vince of Pennfylvania ; a province, 
which contains at Ieaft 70,000 fight- 
ing men, cxclufive of thofe, who are 
confeiencioufly fcrupulous of bearing 
arnrt. 

VOTES of Afembly, 

JOHN PENN y Efq; Governor. 

The committee appointed to in- 
quire what progrefs has been made 
by the Commiffioners and AfTcfTors 
ofthefeveral counties in prwiding 
the arms directed for public ufe by 
the late AfTembly, reported, ** that 
they have been attended by one of 
the Commiifioners arid one of the 
AfTeflbrs of Philadelphiaxounty, and 
informed by them, that they b&ve en- 
tered into contracls with different peo» 
pie for making the arms intended for 
this county, and have ufed every 
mean* in their power to forward the 
famzftnee the pattern <was delivered & 
them, — that the Committee are alio 
informed, agreements have been 
made by the Commiffioners of the 
Counties of Bucks. Chelter, Lan- 
caiter, York, Cumberland, Berks, 
Northampton, Bedford, and West- 
morland, * tor the arms and accou- 
tiements ordered for thofe counties, 
in fome of which they are nearly 
completed ; but they have not yec 
heard what has been done in refpett 
to this buhnefs by the Commiifiune/s 

of 

in the Province of Pennfylvania. 
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©f Northumberland, to whom the 
pattern was fent by the Committee 
©i Safety in common with the reft." 

Submitted to the Houje* Ij 

John Jacobs, Curtis Grub, Michael 
Swocfe, Henry Chreifi, Michael Ail- 
lfgas % Thomas Potts, Samuel Miles* 
William Rodman, Benj* Bartholomew," 

Philadelphia, Nov. 25, 177;. 
Id Cpngrefs,Tuefday July 18, 1775, 

" Refolded, That it be recom- 
" mended to the inhabitants of all 
" the united Englifti Colonies, in 
" North America, that all able- bo- 
** died effective men, between 16 
** and 50 years of age in each colony, 
" immediately form themfelves in- 
*' to regular companies of militia, 
•* to confift of one Captain, two 
4 * Lieutenants, one Enfign, four Ser- 
•* jeants, four Corporals, one Clerk, 
" one drummer, one titer, and 
*' about 68 privates." 

Vide the Journal of the Congrefs, 
juftpublifhed, page 164. 

In obedience to this refolution, 
the General A ffembly of the Province 
of Pennfylvania, at a feflion held in 
Philadelphia in November, 1775, 
formed the following rules and re- 
gulations for the better government 
of the military affociation eftablifhed 
by the Affembly of that Province. 
And at the fame time directed the 
mode of levying taxes upon non-af- 
fociators therein. 
Jtules and Regulations for the letter go* 

'vernment of the Military Affociation 

in Pennfylvania* 

i ft, AH officers chofen or ap- 
pointed in baaalions that were form- 
ed before the firlt day of Odlober 
Jpft, in the City of Philadelphia, the 
diftricl of Southwark,' aud the town- 
Ihips of the Northern liberties, Moy- 
amenfing aud Paflyunk to take rank 
or precedence of all other officers of 
equal dignity, chofen or appointed 
in any other part of the province. 

2d, All officers chofen or ap- 
pointed before the firft day of Octo- 



ber, as aforefaid, in Philadelphia 
. County to take rank of all officers of 
equal dignity, chofen or appointed 
in any other county. 

3d, All officers chofen or ap- 
pointed before the firft day of Octo- 
ber, as aforefaid, in Bucks County, 
to take rank of all officers of equal 
dignity, chofen or appointed in any 
.other than, the City of Philadelphia, 
the diftricls of Southwark and the 
townffiips of the Northern liberties, 
Moyamenfing and Paflyunk. 

4th, All officers chofen or ap» 
pointed before the firft day of OctOi- 
ber, as aforefaid, in Chefter County, 
to take rank of all officers of equal 
dignity, chofen or appointed in any 
other than Bucks and Philadelphia 
Counties, and Philadelphia City, 
the diftridt of Southwark and town* 
{hips of the Northern liberties, Moy* 
amenfing and Paffyunk. 

$th, All officers chofen or ap* 
pointed before the firft day of O&o* 
ber, as aforefaid, in Lancafter Coun- 
ty, to rank before officers of equal 
dignity, chofen or appointed in any 
other than Chefter, Bucks, and Phi- 
ladelphia Counties, and the City 
of Philadelphia, the iiftridl of South- 
wark and the townihtps of the 
Northern liberties, Moyamenfing 
and Paflyunk. 

6th, All officers chofen or ap- 
pointed before the faid firft day of 
October, as aforefaid, in York Coun- 
ty, to rank before officers of equal 
dignity, in any other than Lancatfer, 
Chefter, Bucks and Philadelphia 
Counties, Philadelphia City, the 
diftrict of Southwark and townffiips 
of the Northern liberties, Moya- 
menfing and Paflyunk. 

7th, All officers chofen or ap- 
pointed before the faid Erft day of 
October, as aforefaid, in Cumber- 
land County, to rank before officers 
of equal dignity, in the junior Coun- 
ties of Berks, Northampton, Bed- 
ford, Northumberland and Weft- 
moreland. 8th, 
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~"?th, All officers cWen or ap- firft day of Oaober, are to determine 
pointed before the faid firft day of their rank with refpeft to each other 
baober, as aforefaid, in Berks (where not already done) by lot, and 
County, to rank before officers of commiflions for them and their re- 
equal dignity, in the Counties of fpeftive field officers will be dated ac- 
Northaropton, Bedford, Northum- cordingly. 

berland and Weftmoreland. l6th, The Captains' In every bat- 

9th, All officers chofen or ap- talion to determine their rank in bat- 
pointed before the faid firft day of talion (where not already {ettled) by 
Oftoher, as aforefaid, inNorthamp- lot, and their commifliorts with thofe 
ton County to rank before officers of of their Lieutenants and Enfigns will 
equal dignity in Bedford, Northum- t>e dated accordingly, 
berland and Weftmoreland Counties. 17th, All officers chofen or ap- 
10th, All officers chofen or ap- pointed after the faid firft day ofOc- 
pointed before the faid firft day of tober, to have their commiflions dated 
Oftober, as aforefaid, in Bedford . at the time of fuch choice or appoint- 
County, r to rank before officers of me'mV and to take rank according to 
equal dignity in Northumberland faid dates, 

and Weftmoreland Counties. 18th, All battalions to be com- 

ix th, All officers chofen or ap- pleated as foon as poffible, and (ex- 
pointed before the faid firft day of Oc- cept battalions of riflemen) to confift 
tober, as aforefaid, in Northumber- of at leaft fix companies of not lefs 
land County, to rank before officers of than forty and not more than feventy- 
cqoal dignity in Weftmoreland Coun- fix privates each, and to have for offi- 
ty, cers, a Colonel, Lieutenant Colonel, 

two Majors, a Standard Bearer, Ad- 
jutant, Serjeant Major, a Drum and 
Fife Major; and the officers of each 
company to confift of a Captain, two 



1 2th, All officers chofen or ap- 
pointed before the faid firft day of Oc- 
tober, as aforefaid, in Weftmoreland, 
the youngeft or laft made county in '^ 

this province, to yield up rank or pre- Lieutenants, one or two* Enfigns, 

cedence to all officers of equal dignity four Serjeants, four Corporals, a 

chpfen or appointed in every other J)rummer and Fifer, except the Light 

county In this province before the faid Infantry companies, which, inftead 

.firft day of October, as aforefaid. of two Lieutenants and two Enfigns, 

13th, Where commiftiorts of equal aretohave four Lieutenants, the two 

dignity in different counties bear the youngeft of which are to rank as En* 

fame date, precedency to be deter- flgns, 



mined by feriiority of counties, but 
iwhere they are in die fame county, by 
the rank of the battalion. 



19th, All battalions of riflemen 
fhall confift of at leaft fix companies 
of not lefs than 40, nor more than $6 
privates each, and have for officers a 
Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and two 
Majors ; and the officers of each com- 
fhips of the Northern liberties, Moy- p an y fhall be a Captain, two Firit- 
amenfing and PafTyunk, . having air Lieutenants and two fecond-Lieute- 



14th, The Colonels chofen or at>r 
.pointed in the city of Philadelphia, the 
diftricl of Southwark and the. town? 



ready determined their ranks with rer 
fpeft to each other by lot, their and 
the other field officers •ommiflions will 
be dated according to the lot fo drawn* 
15th, The Colonels chofen or apr 



nants, who fhall rank as Enfigns, a 
Fifer or Hornblower, and as many 
Serjeants and Corporals as may be 
found neceffary — the.Serjeants, Cor- 
porals, and Fifers, or Hornblowers to 



pointed in every county before the faid tw appointed by the field officers, 



Every 
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Every officer and private of a rifle thereto, fleel ramrod, worm, priming, 

company fhall furnifh himfelf with a wire and bru/h, a cartridge box thajt , 

good rifle-gun, a powder-horn, a will contain twenty-three rounds of 

charger, a bullet fcrew, twelve flints, cartridges, twelve flints, a knapfack, 

a ftrong poijch or bag that will hold a fufficient powder- horn, and a pouch 

four pounds of ball, and fuch other at the bottom of his cartridge box, or 

accoutrements as may be proper for a ftrong bag, that will hold four 

a rifleman. pounds of ball. 

20th, The Standard Bearer of each 2*th, The commiflioners and afr 

battallion to rank as eldefl Lieutenant feflbra of the feveral counties within 

of the battalion. this Province (hall deliver the fire- 

21ft, All national diftinctions in locks, bayonets, cartridge boxes and 

drefs or name to be avoided, it being knapfacks, directed to be provided 

proper that we Ihould now be united by the refolutiods of the late houfe 

in this general aflbciation for defend- of aflembly, to the commanding offi 7 

ing our liberties and properties, under cers of the feveral battalions in their 

the fole denomination of Americans, refpective couaties, in due propor- 

22d, No field officers to have com- tions according to the number of men 



panies. 

23d, For the better order and go- 
vernment of companies which may 
be raifed after the completion of the 
feveral battalions already formed in 
the City and Counties, fuch compa- 
nies are not to be admitted as inde- 



in each battalion, for the ufe of fuch 
afibciators, in their battalions, as are 
unable to fupply themfelves, taking 
receipts for the fame, which they fliall 
immediately trarifmit to the com- 
mittee of fafety, firft having entered 
the accounts of the fame in their re- 



pendant, but are to 'be annexed to (pective minute-books; and the faid 
the mod convenient battalion, until commanding officers fliall be accountr 
a fufficient number of companies are able for the delivery of fuch arms and 



raifed to form a new battalion, and 
no number of aflbciators are to be 
considered as a company, unlefs they 
confift of at leaft 40 privates ; but it 
is recommended that till that number 
be completed, the aflbciators join the 
mod convenient company, exercife 
and do duty with fuch company. 

24th, All battalions now formed 
as well as. thofe hereafter to be form- 
ed, are de fired to make the neceffary 



accoutrements, unlefs loft in actual 
fervice, whenever they mall be called 
upon by the aflembly or committee 
of fafety. 

27th, Every aflbciator is required 
to attend conftantly with his arms and 
accoutrements in good order, on the 
laft Monday in the month of February, 
the two laft Mondays in the -month 
of March, the three laft Mondays in 
the month of April, the four Mon- 



returns of their officers with their days in the month of May, the two 



refpective ranks, to the Committee 
of their county, and the committees 
are defired to certify fuch returns 
with the refpective rank of each bat- 
talion in their county to the com- 
mittee of fafety, that commiffions may 
be iflued immediately for every offi- 
cer, in conformity with thefe rules. 
25th, Every aflbciator (except ri- 



firft Mondays in the month of Jxine", 
the laft Monday in the month of 
July, the three firft Mondays in the 
month of Auguft, the three laft Mon- 
days in the month of September, and 
the fecond Monday in the month of 
October, at the places appointed by 
their commanding officers, to be 
trained and exerctfed in companies 



flenien) is required to furnifh himfelf or battalions, as the officers fhaU 

with a good and fufficient firelock fit direct ; 

for actual fervice, a bayonet fitted And 
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And it is alfo recommended to fuch ma4e up in fome dry and convenient 



aflbciators as are not fufficienily ex- 
pert in the exercife, to meet as fre- 
quently as they conveniently can, at 
other times, to perfect themfelves in 
the fame: It is alfo directed, that 
ihe commanding officers refpeclively 
fhall give due notice to the aflbciators 
of tbe places and hours of meeting, 
either in companies or battalions ; 
and if the aflbciators are prevented 



place, with the name of the private 
affixed for whofe firelock they are fit- 
ted, ready to be delivered out when 
occafion requires. 

3 2d, Adjutants, Drummers and 
Fifers fhall receive the following pay 
for every day of fervice they attend 
their refpeclive Battalions or Compa- 
nies, by order of the commanding 
officer. 



from meeting on any of the days . An Adjutant feven (hillings and 
herein appointed, by the inclemency fixpence ; a Drummer three {hillings ; 



of the weather, they are to meet on 
the next fair day. 

28th, No company or battalion 

ftall meet at a tavern on any of the 

• days of exercife ; nor fhall march to 

any tavern before they are difcharged. 



a Fifer three ihillings ; the Drum- 
major and Fife-major of every Batta- 
lion fliall receive each a fum not ex- 
ceeding fifteen fhillings per week, and 
be continued in pay as <long as the 
Colonels of the feveral Battalions {hall 



29th, The aflbciators on days of think neceffaryj and it is required, 
exercife may be detained under arms, that fuch Drum-majors and Fife- 
on duty in the field, any time not majors, when not in fervice on days 
exceeding fix hours, provided they . f exercife, fliall be diligently em- 
are not kept above three hours under ployed in inftru&ing a proper number 
arms at any one time, without allow- f perfons for Drummers and Fifers 
ing ihtm a proper time to refrefh of the feveral Battalions, 
themfelves. 33d, All officers and foldiers of the 

30th, The Serjeant or Clerk of any Aflociation when employed on mili- 
Cbmpany to be for this purpofe ap- tary watch and ward, or when calif d 
pointed by the Captain, Lieutenants into actual fervie'e in cafe of an irrva- 
and Enfigns of the Company, is re- flon or infurreftion, or imminent dan- 
quired, at the end of one hour after ger of either, by this Houfe of AfTem- 
the time appointed for the meeting of bly, or in their recefs by the Com- 
the Company or Battalion, to call mittee of Safety, fliall, while on 
over the Mufter-Roll of the Company, fuch watch or in fuch fervice, be en- 
noting thofe who are abfent, and that titled to, and receive the fame pay 
day to make return in writing to the that the officers and foldiers of the 
Captain of fuch abfentees ; and all ^ * ■ - ' : — 

. perfons fo abfent at the time of calling 
over the roll, are to be liable to the 
fines hereafter mentioned in the arti- 
cles for non-attendance. 

31ft, The Captain of every Corn- 



Continental troops receive* 

34th, If any officer or foldier not 
labouring under any infirmity incapa- 
citating* him to ferve, fliall, when fo 
called into actual fervice, refufe to 
appear and march with his arms, am- 



pany as foon as he is fupplied by the munition and accoutrements, or fhall 

public with powder and lead for the depart without leave of the command- 

purpofe, is to take efpedal care, that ing officer, he fhall be held up to the 

twenty-three rounds of cartridges are public as a coward and a betrayer of 



properly made up and fuited to the 
tore of each firelock refpettively, be- 
longing to his Company, and fhall 
keep all the cartridges that are fo 



his country. 

35th, If any aflbciator fo called 
into actual fervice, fhall leave a family 
not of ability to maintain themfelves 
I i in 
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in Hs abfence, the juftices of the 
peace of the city or county, and the 
overfeeis of the poor of the city, 
townroipordh%iftrefpe&ively, frail 
immediately make ptovifion for the 
maintenance of fuch family. 

56th, "When any of the aflbdators 
ftall be ib called into actual fcrvice, 
the cornmhTtouers of the refpeftivc 
counties, or any one of them, QiaU 
immediately provide fuch carriages as 
may be needfary for their accommo- 
dation, at the expense of the public* 
37th, As there may happen occa- 
fions wbereia it may be neceflaiy Id 
call oet a part of the affodators to ac- 
raal though temporary {erviot, and 
not the wbofe body, and it wonld be 
inconvenient and bnrdeaibfnc, if npon 
every alarm, where the affiftance of 
part only may be wanted, the whole 
thould come together, or any much 
greater nnmber than the occafion re- 
quired, it is recommended, that or- 
ders may i&ae from the Committee of 
Safety to the Colonels, either to march 
their whole battalions, or to fend to 
an appointed rendezvous oneor more 
companies, as they may be wanted, 
accoimng to the respective rank of the 
companies, each company Serving on 
inch calkin its euro, and for tiick pro- 
portion of time as £ball make the bur- 
den nearly equal ; and if the Aflbcia- 
tors who are called forth, are not all> 
provided with good aims, u is recent - 
. mended to tho£e who have fach and 
are not called oat, to lend the feme 
for that occafion, at the ri& of the 
public. 

38th, The field-officers of every 
battalion mail appoint ibme peribn in 
each company of their reipeclive bat^ 
talions, in whom they can confide, and 
the officers m every troop of horie and 
company of artillery fhallin like man- 
ner chcofe ibme perfon in their troop 
or company respectively, whofe names 
fhall be returned" by the faid officers- 
reipe&ively to the county treafurers 
for the provincial taxes in their feveral 



counties, which perfbns to appointed 
mall from tkne to time collect all fines 
incurred by the Aflbciators in their 
companies lor non-attendance, and 
fhall feverauy pay the fame to the faid 
county treafurers refpectively, firft de- 
ducting a commiffion of five per centum 
For their trouble, which Bud county 
treaiurers respectively mall pay the 
fame to Michael Hiliegas, Enquire, 
after deduemgacontmiffion of one per 
tevium for their trouble ; and the faid 
Michael Hiliegas having exchanged 
the faid money in which inch fines 
lhall be fi> paid, into bills of credit of 
this province emitted by this or the late 
Hoaseof AlTetnWy, afteKdeduclingfive 
fhittbigs for etery hundred pounds for 
his trouble, flull deliver the fame into 
the hands of the committees of aflem- 
bly appointed to audit and fettle the 
- public accounts, to be by them burnt, | 
fimk and deftroyed, in abatement of 

the taxes. It is dire&ed, that the ! 

faid collector Ihall account with the ' 
officers who feverally appointed them 
as often as fuch officers mall require 
them £> to do, and the &id officers 
ihall in due time tranfmit the accounts 
of the iaid coHeetors to the respective 
county treafurers lor the provincial 
taxes. 

Laftly, This houfe having drawn 
up the following articles of agreement, 
for all the Aflbaators in the province, 
they do earneftly recommend the iame * 
to be adopted*, figned and agreed to by 
all the faid Aflbciators,. in order that 
one general iyifcein may prevail in 
Pennsylvania. 
Ankles of AJfocidtioA is Peunjyhvama* 

We the oificers and foldiers engag- 
ed in the prefent Aflbciarlon for the 
defence of American liberty, being 
fully ienuble that the ftrength and fe- 
cority of any body of men, acting to- 
gether, confiits in juii regularity, due 
fubordination, and exa# obedience to 
command, without, which no indivi- * 
dual can have that confidence in the fup- 
portof thole about him, that is fo ne- 

ceiiary 
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ceflary to give firmnefs and refblution before a general Court of Aflbciators, 

to the whole, do voluntarily and free- fuffer fuch punifhment as the faid 

ly, after confideration of the following court fhall inflift. 
articles, adopt the fame as the rales and 6. Any officer or foldier who fhall 

regulations by which we agree and re- make ufeof infolent, provoking or in- 

folve to be governed in all cur milira- decent language while on duty, fhall 

ry concerns and operations, until the fuffer fuch cenfure or fine as fhall be 

fame, or any of them, (hall be chan- inflicted by a general or regimental 

ged or djffolved by the affembly of this Court of Aflbciators, according to the 

province, or a happy reconciliation nature of the offence. 
fha.l take place between Great Bri r ^ 7. If any officer or foldier (hall 

tain and the colonies. think himfelf injured by his Colonel, 

1. If any officer make ufe of any or the commanding officer of the bat- 
profane oath or execration when on talion, and fhall, upon due application 
duty, he fhall forfeit and pay for each made to him be refufed redrefs, he may 
and every fuch offence the fum of five complain to. the Genera] or Com- 
jhillings : And if a non-commiffioned mander in chief of the Pennfylvania 
officer or foldier be thus guilty of curf- Aflbciators, or to the Colonel of any 
ing or fwearing, he fhall forfeit and other battalion, who fhall fummon a 
pay for each and every fuch offence General Court of ^flbdators, that 
the fum of one milling. jufHce may be done. 

2. Any officer or foldier who fhall , 8. If any inferior officer or foldier 
refufe to obey the lawful orders of his *hall think himfelf injured by his Cap- 
iuperior officer, may be fufpended tain, or other foperior officer in the 
from doing duty on that day, and fhall battalion, troop or company to which 
upon being convicted thereof before a he belongs, he may complain to the 
regimental Cqurt of Aflbciators, make commanding officer of the battalion, 
fuch conceffions as faid court fhall d>- who fhall fummon a regimental Court 
reft. of Afibciators for the doing juftice, ac- 

3. Any officer or foldier who fhall cording to the nature of the cafe, 
begin, excite, caufe, join in or pro- 9* No officer, non-commiffioned 
mote any diHurbance in the battalion officeror foldier fhall fail of repairing 

. troop or company to which he belongs, with his arms and accoutrements on 

Or in any. other battalion, troop or any of the days appointed by the af- 

company, fhall be fined or cenfured fembly for exercifing, to the place of 

, according to the nature of the offence parade, or other rendezvous appoint- 



by the judgment of a general or regi- 
mental Court of Aflbciators, 

4, Any officer or foldier who fhall 
ftrike bis fuperior officer, or draw, or 
offer to draw, or fhall lift up any wea- 
pon, or offer any violence, againit 
him, being in the execution of his 
office, fhall} upon a conviction before 
a general or regimental Court of Af- 
fociators, be £fmiffed, and fhall be 

. deemed to be thereby difgraced as un- 
unworthy the company of freemen. 

5 . Any commanding or other offi- 
cer, who fhall ftrike any Aflbciator 
whc)t qa. duty, fhall. upon conviction 



edbythe commanding officer, if not 
prevented by ficknefs, or fome other 
evident neceffity, or fhall go from the 
place of parade or rendezvous, with- 
out leave from the commanding officer, 
before he fhall be regularly difmitfed, 
en penalty of two fhillings and fix- 
pence, 

10. Any officer* or foldier found 
drunk when under arms, fhall be fuf- 
pended from doing duty in the batta- 
lion, company or troop on that day, 

- and be fined or cenfured at the difcre- 

- tion of a General or Regimental Court 
of Aflbciators. 

I i z Whatever 
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•II, Whatever centinel -(hall ^ 
found ilecping or drunk on his poll, or 
fhall leave it before he is regularly re- 
lieved, fliail fufrerfoch^jenalty ordif- 
grace as fhall be ordered by a Regi- 
mental Court of Aflbciators, 

12. Whafiever oommuTioned officer 
fhall be convi&ed before a General 



»4« ) 

be ed officers under the rank of a Fields 
officer, and Six Court Aflbciators, who 
fhall be drawn by lot out of- the whole 
number for the battalion, and thefe 
twelve are to chufe a Prefident, who 
(hall be a field-officer, and have a call- 
ing voice. , 

17. Every Regimental Court of Af- 



Court of Afloaators of behaving in a fociators fhall be compofed of feven 

fcandalous or infamous manner, un- members, three officers, three Courts 

becoming the character of an officer Aflbciators, and a Prefident, who k 

and a gentleman, (hall be difmifled to be a Captain, and to be chofen by 

from the Affooauon with difgrace. the 'fix, and alfo to have a cafting 

13. Every non-commiffioned officer voice. * 
or foldier who fhall be convifted at a ,g. I n a n Courts of Aflbciators not 
Regimental Court of Aflbciators of fcfs than two-thirds of the members 
having fold, carelefsly loft, wilfully muft agree in every fentence for in* 
foiled or wafted, or of havmg offered -flifting penalties, or for difgracing ant 
forfale, any ammunition, arms or ac- AfTociator, otherwife he fhall be ac- 
coutrements belonging to this Province, quitted. 

fhall be difmifled his battalion, troop , 9 . The Prefident of each and every 

or company, as an unworthy member, Court of Aflbciators, whether Gene- 

and be prosecuted as the law direcls. ra l or Regimental, fhall require all wit- 

14. AUdifordersandnegleftswhich nefles, in order to the trial of offen- 
officersor foldiers may be guilty of to ders, to declare on oath or affirmation, 
the prejudice of the good order and mi- that *he evidence they fhaD give is the 
lnary difaphne of the Affectation of truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
this Colony, are to be taken cogni- but the truth; and the members of afl 
zance of by a General or Regimental Courts of Aflbciators fhall take an 
Court of Aflbciators, according to the oath or affirmation, which the Prefi- 
nature and degree of the offence, and .dent is required to adminifter to the 
fuch officers or foldiers fhall be fined or other members, and the next in rank 
cenfured at the difcretion of the court, is required to adminifter to him, that 

15. rhat on the firft meeting of they will give judgment with impair 
every Company after fubfcnbmg thefe tiality. . 
articles of Aflociation, and from thence 20 . A ll non-commiffioned officers, 
forward oirtne firfr meeting of every, drummers, fifers, or others, that fhall 
Company„after the laft Monday in Fe- be employed and receive pay in any 
bruary annually, there fhall be chofen G f the battalions, companies or troops, 
by the non-commiffioned officers and fhall fubferibe thefe rules and reeula- 
privates out of each Company in the tions, and be fubjecr. to fuch fines, to 
reipeaivebattahonstwoperfon s ,who be deduced from their pay, and to 
W cntuledto vote, for members of fuch penalties, as a Regimental Court 
,aflembly wnofe duty and office fhall of Aflbciators fhall think proper, upon 
be, for the :year following, to fit : and -being convifted of having ^tranfgrefled 

join with the officers in Courts or At- any of thefe .regulations. . 

iociatipn , winch peribnsfo chofen fhall . 21.AII Aflociltors called as witnefles 

b, hled^Court-Aflbciators. in any cafc ^fr* ^ Com of Affoda _ 

^i^^r^ 1 ^ Aifo-. tors, who fhull.refufe to attend and 

f^orslhall coniiit of thirteen mem- give evidence, fhall be cenfured or 

fcers, rixofwbomfhaHbecommiffion- fined at the difcretion of the court. 

:---.■ N 
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32. Noofficeror foldier being charg- vifled as aforefaid by any Regiment 
cd with tranfgreffing thefe rules, tal Court of AfTociators may be par- 
Ihall be mffered to do duty in the bat- doned, or have his penalties miti- 
talion, company or troop to which he gated by the Colonel or Command- 
belongs, until he has had his trial by frig Officer of the bartalion, e*cepr- 
the Court of AfTociators, and every ing only where fuch cenfures or pe- 
perfon fo charged, fhall be triedas ibon nalties are directed as farhfa&ion for 
as a Court of Aflbciators can be con- 
veniently affembled. 

23. The officers and foldiers of eve- 
ry company of Artillery or other com- 
pany, troop or party, that i9or fhall w .._____, - 

be annexed to any battalion, fhall be refufe to make fuch conceflions, pa/ 



injuries received by one officer or 
foldier from another. 

27, Any officer, non-commiffioned 
officer, or, other perfon, who hav- 
ing fubfcribed thefe articles, ihall 



fubject to the command of the Colonel 
or commanding officer of faid battali- 
on, and the officers fhall fit as mem- 
bers or Courts of AfTociators, in the 
fame manner as the officers of any 
other company. 

24. No penalty fhall be inflicted at 
the difcretion of a Court of AfTociators, 
other than degrading, cafhiering or 
fining-. The fines for the officers not 
to exceed three pounds, and the fine 
for a non-commiffioned officer or fol- 
dier not to exceed twelve millings, for 
one fault* ' 

25. The field-officers of each and 
every battalion fhall appoint a perfon 
in every company to receive fuch fines 
as may arife within the fame, for 
breach of any of thefe articles, (except 
for non-attendance) and the commiffi- 
oned officers of the Company fhall, with 
the approbation of the field-officers, 
direct thofe fines, to be applied to the 
relief of then eceffitous foldiers belong- 
ing to that company, and the overplus, 
if any, to other necefTary expences of 
the Company ; and fcch perfon fhall 
account with the Field-officers, as of- 
ten as required, for all fuch fines re- 
ceived, and the application thereof. 

26. The General or Commander 
in Chief of this Aflbcjation for the 
time being, ihall have full power 
of pardoning or mitigating any cen- 
fures or penalties ordered to be in- 
flicted for the breach of any of thefe 
articles by any General Court of Af- 
Tociators; and every offender con- 



fuch fines, or in any other matter 
refufe to comply with the judgment 
of any Court of AfTociators, dull be 
difmifled the fervice, and returned 
to the Commiffioners of the County, 
who fhall charge and proceed againit 
him as a non-aiTociator, and he ihall 
further be deemed unfriendly to the 
liberties of America. 

28. Upon the determination of 
any point by a Regimental Court of 
Affociatojs, if the officer or foldier 
concerned on either fide, thinks him* 
felf ftill aggrieved, he may appeal 
to a General Court of AfTociators, 
but if upon a fecortd hearing, the 
appeal appears groundlefs and vexa- 
tious, the perfon fo appealing fhall 
be cenfured at the difcretion of the 
faid General Court. 

29. Upon the death, refignation # 
promotion or other removal of a 
Field Officer, Standard bearer, or 
Adjutant, the officers of the batta* 
lion fhall chufe a perfon in his placa* 
and upon the death, refignatio.i # 
promotion or other removal of an 
Officer or Court AfTociator from a 
troop or company,, fuch vacancy is 
to be filled by the perfon fuch troop 
or company fhall elecl. 

30. No officer or foldier (hall be 
tried a fecond time for the fame of- 
fence, except in cafe of appeal. 

31. All officers and foldiers of 
every battalion, troop, company or 
party of aflbciators, who fhall be 
called by the atfembly> or Commit- 
tee 
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tee of Safety in recefs of aflembly, 
into actual fervice, (hall be fubject 
u> ail the rules and articles already 
made by tbe Honourable Cong re ft 
Jbr the government of the Cob tine n- 
tal troops. 

32. No commiflioned, non-com- 
miiliored efficer or private, fhall 
withdraw himfelf from the company 
to which he belongs, without a dis- 
charge from the Commanding Officer 
of the batalion, nor fhall fucb per- 
fon be received into any other com*- 
J«ny without fuch difcharge. 

I»tei.imony of your approbation 
aad confent to be governed by thefe 
^regulations, which have been deli- 
berately read to, or carefully pe- 
nned by us, we have hereunto ftt 
our hands. 
Mtfolutions dire&ing tbe mode tf levying 

taxes on Non~JjJbciaiors in Pennjyl- 

vania, 

1. The aflcflbrs of feveral town- 
fiips, boroughs, wards and di Uriels 
within this province, .are required 
en or before the 25th day of March 
sext enfuing, to make in writing 
and deliver an exact lift of tbe names 
and furnames of every male white 
perfon capable of bearing arms, be- 
between the ages of fixteen and fifty 
years, {Minijters of the gofpd of all 
denominations % and fer*va?its pur/hafed 
Sana jide and for a valuable c$n ft dera- 
tion, only excepted) refiding in fuch 
townfhip, borough, ward or diftricl 
to the Commiffioners of the County 
chofen by virtue of the aft for raifing 
of county rates and levies. 

2. If any aflefTor fhall neglect or 
refufe to perform the duty aforefaid, 
the Commiflioners of the refpjsctive 
counties, or any two of them, are 
hereby required and enjoined to fine 
him in any fum not exceeding ten 
pounds, unlefs fuch afTeflbr's refufal 
proceeds from confeientious mo- 
tives ; and fuch fine fhall be levied 
and recovered in the fame manner as 
is directed by the laws of this pro- s 



vince for levying and recovering of 

fines impofed on affeffbrs refufing or 
neglecting to perform the duties 
therein required of them, to be paid 
into the hands of the refpective 
county treafurers, to be by them 
delivered to the fame pcrfon, and 
applied to the fame ufe, as the other 
monies directed to be levied by the 
refolves of this Houfe, 

3. The commiflioners of the refpec*, 
tive counties, or any two of them, are 
hereby required and enjoined to ap- 
point fome proper perfon to make oat 
the lift aforefaid, in the place of the 
aiTcflbr fo refuting or neglecting, 
which perfon fo appointed Jhajl make 
out and return fuch lift of the com- 
miflioners on or before the firfi day of 
May next enfuing. 

4, Every afteuor or perfon appoint- 
ed in his place as aforefaid,, fhall, be- 
fore he begins to make out the lifts 
aforefaid, take an oath or affirmation, 
which any magiftrate of the county 
is hereby required and enjoined to 
adminifter, without fee or reward : 
** That he will go to the place or 
places of abode of all and every perfon 
and perfons refiding within his town- 
fhip, borough, ward, or diftricl, and 
make a faithful and diligent enquiry 
of, and endeavour by all other lawful 
ways and means in his power, to pro- 
cure a true and exact account and lift 
of the names and fir-names of all male 
white perfons capable of bearing arms, 
who are between the ages of fixteen 
and fifty years, refiding within his 
townihip, borough, ward or diftrict, 
and will make a return of fuch ac- 
count or lift (if an accefTor) to the 
commiflioners of the county refpec- 
tively in which he refides^ on or be- 
fore the twenty-fifth day of March 
next enfuing, or (if a perfon appoint- 
ed in the place of an aflefTor) on or 
before the firfl day of May next enfu- 
ing." 

5. Every 
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5. fevery -affeflbr, or other perfon virtue of the laws of this province, tte 

appointed and a&Ing in the place of fum of two pounds ten (hillings,, oa 

an afleffor as aforefaid, (hall receive the lifts made our by their order a* 

for his troaole in making out and re- aforefaid. 

turning fuch lifts the fum of four mil- 9 If any perfon charged by the 

lings for every day he mall be employed commiflioners as a non-aflbdator; 



in that fervice. 

6. If anydifpute lhall arife concern- 
lag the age of any non-affociator, the 
lame fhaU be determined before the 
commiffioners of the county, or any 
two of them, by oath or affirmation 
of the perfon whole age is in queftion, 
which oath or affirmation the faid 



fhallat the day of appeal produce t» 
the commiflioners a certificate from the 
commanding officer of any battalion, 
troop of horfe, or company of artil- 
lery, that he has become an afTociator 
in fuch battalion, troop or company, 
the commiflioners, or any two of them, 
fhall make an allowance in favour of 



commiflioners, or any of them, is t iuch perfon, of two fhillings and fix- 
kereby required to adminiffcer, or by pence for each of the days of exercife 
any other proper evidence. appointed by this houfe, after fuch 

7, The Captains of every company jperfon became an afTociator, on which 



are required and enjoined on or be- 
fore the 1 5 th day of March next enfu- 
ing, to deliver under hi» hand to the 
Colonel of the battalion to which he " 
belongs, a copy of the articles ofaf- 
fociation, figaed by the alTociators of 
his' company, therein mentioning the 
county- and the towaihip, borough, 
ward, or diftri£t, in ., which each of 
. the faid a^bciators refides, which the 
Colonel lhall carefully keep, andthere- 
ftom ihall immediately make out apd . 
return on or before the twenty-fifth 
day of the fame month, a fair dupli- 
cate to the commiflioners aforefaid\of 
the refpe&ive counties in which the 
laid aflbciators relpe&ively refide. . 

8. The faid commiflioners, or any 
two of them, are required on or be- 
fore the£rftday of June next enfuing 
to meet together, and caufe their 
clerks to make out fair lifts of the 
names and fumames of all perfons' 
mentioned in the duplicates returned 
to them as^aforefaid,. with their places 
of abode, who appear by^the duplicates 
returned by the Colonels' not to have 



he attended his battalion, troop or 
company, or has been fined for non- 
attendaace- 

10, If any perfon charged bv tije 
Commiflioners as a non-afTociaror» 
fhalj die before the day of. ap- 
peal, or if before that day any ac- 
commodation (hall be made be- 
tween Great Britain and the Co- 
lonies on this continent, and in con- 
fluence thereof the military affect- 
ation in this province fhall be d\f- 
folved, in either of thofe cafes, the 
commiflioners or any two of" them, 
(hall make an abatement in the aflef- 
ment charged as aforefaid, of 2s. 6d- 
for each of the days of exercife 
aforefaid, after the death of fuch 
non-.aJTociator, or the diflblution of 
the AfTociation. 

1.1. If any n on- afTociator, or the 
parent, guardian, mailer or miftref* 
of any non -afTociator, between the 
ages of 16 and 21 years, -or any o- 
ther non-aflbciator, fhall think btaa 
or herfelf aggrieved by the aflfefs- 
ment aforefaid, he or (he may appeal 



figned thearticles of aflbciation ; and to the commiflioners of the co«Bty 
thereupon tlie*. faid commiflioners are wherein he or fhe refides* who, or 
required to charge every fuch perfon any two of them, fhall meet together 
not aflbciating, over and above the on the lothday of Oclober next en- 
rates and affefsments fct upon him by fuin g» and fo front day to day as long 

as may be neceflary, and at fuca 

place 
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pltce or places as the commiflioners, 
or any two ot them, fhall appoint, of 
which days and places of meeting 
they fliallcaofe thecolleftors togive 
rftrenotke to the inhabitants, and 
then and there the faid commiffio- 
»ers, or any two of them, fhall hear 
fuch appeals as may be made to 
them, and may difcharge fuch afTefs- 
ment, or lower the fame, as to them, 
on consideration of all circumtlances, 
ftall appear juil »nd eqnitable. 

12. The faid commiflioners of the 
jefpeftive counties, or any two of 
them, within ten days after hearing 
and determining the appeals made to 
them, mail reftify and adjuft the lifts 
letumed to them as aforefaid, and the 
aflefsments thereon, and deliver to the 
treafurers of the refpeftive counties, a 
true account of the fums total which 
every collector fhall be charged with 
in purfuance of thefe refolves, and 

" lhall caufe their clerks to make ont 
and deliver fair duplicates thereof to 

. the refpeftive collectors of the town- 
fhips r boroughs, wards and^ diftrifts 
within their refpeftive counties, who 
fball colled the faid fums, keeping 
exaft and feperate accounts of the fums 
fo charged on non-afTociators, and 
fhall pay the fame into the hands of 
the refpeftive county treafurers, who 
fhall pay the fame into the hands of 
Michael Hillegas, Efquire, to be ap- 
plied to fuch purpofes as this or any 
future -Houfe of Affembly fhall judge 
moft likely to promote the public wel- 
fare; And all perfons fhall be liable 
to the payment of the faid fums in the 
fame manner, and the collectors fhall 
have the fame powers, and fhall pro* 
-teed in collecting and levying the faid 
fums, and fhall be accountable, in the 
fame manner as is directed by the aft, 
enutuled, " An aft for raifing of 
county rates and levies. 5 * 

13. The allowances to the collec- 



tors of fuch aflefsments, and to the 
treafurers re fpeftively, fhall be the fame 
with thofe appointed and directed in 
the collection of fines from. Aflbciators 
for non-attendance. 

14. The treafurers of the refpeftive 
counties before they enter on the du- 
ties hereby required of them, fhall give 
the like fecurity for the faithful dif- 
charge of their office to the commiffio- 
ners of their feveral counties, that they 
are now obliged by the laws of this 
province to give for the due payment 
of provincial taxes* 

15. All and every perfon and per- 
fons who are required or enjoined by 
thefe refolutions, or any of them, to 
difcharge or perform any of the offices 
or duties herein before mentioned, are 
hereby further earneftly and folemnly 
required and enjoined, with all dili- 
gence and fidelity, flrenuoufly to exert 
themfelves in difcharging and per- 
forming fuch offices and duties, and 
every part thereof, as they regard the 
freedom, fecurity arid happineisof their 
country.** 

Refolved, That the Committee of 
Safety procure a fufficient number of 
the foregoing " rules and regulations 
" for the better government of the 
" military aflbciation irt Pennfylva- 
" nia," " the articles of faid affoci- 
fC ation," and, " the refolutions di- 
** refting the mode of levying taxes 
** on non-afTociators in Pennfylvania/* 
to be immediately printed in the En- 
glifh and German languages, and 
tranfmittedto the commanding oiHcers 
of the feveral battalions, and to the 
commiflioners of the feveral counties 
in this province. 

The Houfe adjourned to Monday, 
the 12 th, of February next, at fbur 
o'clock P, M. 

Extraft from the Minutes, 
Qbarks Moore, Ckrk of JJfemty* 
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For tke Remembrancer. 

The Trial of Daniel Difney, Efyi 
Captain of bis Majefifs d&tb Regi- 
ment of Foot, and Town-Major of 
the Garrifon of Montreal, at the Sef 
fion of the Supreme Court ofjudica- 
t turty hoUen at Montreal, on Satur- 
' day the z%th of February, and thence 
continued by Adjournment t to Wed- 
nefday the I \th Day of March 1767, 
before the Honourable William Hey, 
Efq\ Chief Juftice of the Province of 
Quebec, upon an Indiclment contain- 
ing two Charges, the one for a Bur- 
glary and Felony, in breaking and en- 
tering Mr* Thomas Walker's Houfe 
nt Montreal, on the Night of the 6th 
Day of December, in the Tear 1 764., 
nvith an Intention to murder the J aid 
Thomas Walker ; the other forfelo- 
nioujly and of Malice aforethought, 
cutting off the Right Ear of the fdii 
Thomas Walker, with I mention there* 
by to disfigure him, againfi the Form 
of the Statute of zz and 23 Car* J I. 
Cap. i. in that Cafe made and pro- 
vided. 

[This day perfonally appeared be- 
fore me, Ifaac Todd, Efq; one of his 
Majefty's juftices of the peace, Mr. 
John Welles, merchant, and made 
cath on the holy evangelifts, that the 
annexed is an exact copy of the evi- 
dence on the part of the crown, and 
alfo on the part of Daniel Difney, 
Efq; as taken down by him in Ihort- 
hand the day of trial, at the court- 
houfe in the City of Montreal, on 
Wednefday the nth day of March ; 
and that there is not, to the beft^ of 
Lis knowledge and belief, any thing 
cither added or diminifhed; and that 
what evidence was delivered in 
French, was taken down as inter- 
preted by Mr. Gallwey, fworn inter- 
preter. (Signed) 

John Welles. 

Sworn before me, this 23d March, 

1767, (Signed) Isaac Todd.] 



INTRODUCTION. 
Captain Difney, with five other 
gentlemen, refiding in the diftrift of 
Montreal, had been taken up in the 
Month of November, 1766, for the 
cruel aflauh, commuted about two 
years ago, upon Mr. Thomas Wal- 
ker. They were apprehended by 
virtue of warrants of the Honourable 
William Hey, Efq; his Majefty's 
chief-juftice of the province of Que- 
bec, which were founded upon a 
long, minute, and pofitive informa- 
tion given againft them, upon oath, 
before the faid chief-juftice, by 
George M'Govock, a foidier of the 
28th regiment of foot, who declared 
himfelf to have been an accomplice 
with them in that affair, and to have 
been an eye witnefa of all the pro- 
ceedings in it. The perfons fo ap- 
prehended immediately came to Que- 
bec, and applied to the chief c juftice 
to be bailed ; and roaay of the prin- 
cipal perfons in the province offered 
to become bound for their appear- 
ance, at the enfuing-feflion of the 
fopreme court, at Montreal, in order 
to take their trials. But, by reafon 
of the magnitude of the crime, (it 
being acapitaloffence, of a very odi- 
ous nature) and the pofitivenefs of 
the charge againft them, the chief- 
juftice thought he was not at liberty, 
confidently with the rules of law, to 
admit them to bail ; grounding his 
opinion herein, both on the general 
principles of the law relating to bail 
in criminal cafes, and on forne very 
ftrong modern authorities on this 
fubjeft, and particularly the two 
cafes of Ac"Un and Greenwood, re- 
ported in Sir John Strange's reports, 
page 851 and 1138, which feem to 
bedecifivein the point. They were 
therefore committed to cuftody, but 
confined in the ea£eft and moft in- 
dulgent manner poffible in Mr. Wil- 
liam Grant's houfe,.. at Montreal, 
which is faid to be the beft houfe in 
K k ti* 



Digitized by 



Google 



( «S4 ) 

the Province ; it having been fug- cording to the laws and cuftoros of 
gefted, as a ground for this induU that part of the kingdom of Grcac 
gence, that the king** prifon at Britain called England, and the or- 
Montreal was in bad repair, and not dinances of the faid province, and 
in a fit condition to receive them, to deliver the goals of the faid pro- 
On the 28th day of February follow- vince of the prifoners therein being, 
ing, in the Year 1767, the chief and to erquire by the oaths of honeft 
juilice held a feffion of the fupreme and lawful men of the province a- 
court of judicature at Montreal, both forefaid, and by other lawful ways, 
ftr criminal and civil matters, which of all civil pleas, actions, and fuits, 
was continued by feveral adjourn- as well real ard perfonal as mixed, 
ments to the middle of March. And between our faid Sovereign Lord the 
about the 8th or 9th day of March, King and any of his fuhjefls, or be- 
a bill of indictment, that had been tween party and party; and the faid 
prcfertt^d to the grand jury againfl pleas, actions, and fuits, to Juar and 
Captain Difney, by the attorney-ge- determine, ?ccordirg to the laws and 
neral, was returned by them a true cuftoms of that part of the kingdom 
bill; and on the nth day of the of Great Britain called England, and 
fame month, Cap'ain Difney was the ordinance* of the province afore- 
tried upon this indictment, and ac- faid, by the oath of Samuel M'Kay, 
quitted. Efq; Monf. DeSt. Ours, Ifaac Todd, 

The whole record of this proceeding from Efq; Monf. Francis <e Belleflre, 
the bill of ittdiclment to ihc acquital Lewis Matterel, Efq; Monf. DeCon- 
and difebarge of the prifoner, inclu- trecceur, Monf. De Neverville, Tho- 
Jtvefyyis as follows ; mas Lynch, Efq; Monf. De la Bru- 

Province of Quebec, ff. Be it re- iere, John Livingfton, Efq; Mr. Ji- 
jnembered, that at the feffion of the cob Jordan, Monf. De NevervilJe, 
fupreme court of judicature of the Monf. De Normanville, Mofes Ha- 
faid province of Quebec, holden zen, Efq; Monf. Dailbout de Cuify, 
at Montreal, in the province afore- Mr. James Porteous, John Dumas, 
faid, on the twenty-eighth day of Efq; William Grant, Efq; Samuel 
February, in the feventh year of Mather, Efq; Monf.Auguftin Baillie, 
ihe reign of our Sovereign Lord and Mr. John Jennifon, honeft and 
George the Third, of Great Britain, lawful men of the faid diftrict of 
and the territories thereunto belong- , Moncreal, in the province aforefaid, 
ing, King.Defender of the Faith, and being then and there fworn and 
fo forth, before the honourable WiL charged to enquire for our faid So- 
liam Hey, Efq; chief-juftice of the vereign Lord the King, touching and 
faid province, affigned by letters pa- concerning all treafons, mKprifions 
tent of our faid fovereign lord the of treafon, murders, felonies, bur- 
king, under the public feal of the glanes, trefpaffes, and other mifde- 
faid province, to enquire by the oaths meanours, committed within the faid 
of honeft and lawful men of the faid diflrict of Montreal, it is prefentcd, 
province, and by other lawful ways, in manner and form fol!owing, that 
of all treafons, mifprifions of treafon, i s to fay, Province of Quebec, diftria 
murders, felonies, burglaries, tref- of Montreal, Jj: The jurors/ for our 
pafles, and other mifdemeanours Sovereign Lord the King, upon their 
whatfoever committed within the oath, preferr, that Daniel Difney, 
faid province, and the faid treafons, of the town of Montreal, in the cTi- 
felonies, burglaries, and other the ftrift of Montreal, in the province 
premifles, to hear and determine ac- of Quebec, Efq; capuin in the forty- 
fourth 
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fcnrth regiment of foot, on the fixth flial directed In that behalf, by the 
day of December, in the fifth year of aforefaid chief juftice of the faid 
the Reign of our Sovereign Lord province, before him the faid chief- 
Geoige the Third, by the grace of jufHce of the province, on Wednef- 
God, of Great-Britain, and the ter- day the eleventh day of March, at 
ritories thereunto belonging, K'ng, the faid court of oyer and terminer 
Defender of the Faith, and fo forth, and general-goal-delivery, held by 
between the hours of eight and nine him, the faid chtef-juftice, at the 
of the night of the fame day, with coutt-houfe ar Montreal aforefaid, 
force and arms, at the to*n of Mon- in the diftricrt of Montreal aforefaid, 
treal, in the diftrift of Montreal, in in the province aforefaid, on the 
the province aforefaid, the dwelling- twenty-eighth day of February a- 
houfeoi Thomas Walker, Efq; there forefaid, and continued by adjourn- 
fituate, with divers others evil-mind- ment until the faid eleventh day of 
ed perfons, did febnioufly and bur- March next after following, toanfwer 
glarioufly, break and enter, with an concerning the premifles : and on the 
intent felonioufly, and of malice a- faid eleventh day of March, the faid 
forethought, him the faid Thomas Daniel Difney was brought fo the bar 
Walker, then and there being, to in his own proper perfon by the pro- 
kill and murder agairft the peace voft-marfhal aforefaid, and being 
of our faid Lord the King, his crown then and there arraigned of the pre- 
and dignity: And the jure rs a r ore- miflVs above charged upon him in 
faid, upon their o«th afurefaid, do the indictment aforefaid, and de- 
further prefent, That the faid' Da- manded whether or no he were gnihy 
niel Difney, on the faid fixth day of the fame, and how he would ac- 
of December, in the year aforefaid, quit himfelf thereof, he faith that he 
at the town of Montreal afcrefaid, is not guilty of the fame, and that 
in the diftrict aforefaid, did, 'with he thereof puts himfelf upon hia 
divers others evil-minded perfons, country for good or evil ; and Fran- 
wit h force and arms, felonioufly and cis Maferes, Efq; who profecuteth 
of malice aforethought, and by lying for our faid Lord the King in this 
in wait, make an aflault upon the behalf, doth the like ; whereupon 
faid Thomas Walker, in the prace the provofl-marfhal aforefaid is com- 
of God, and our faid Lord the Kin fc , manded to caufe to come forthwith 
then and there being, and did then before^ the chief-juftice aforefaid, 
and there, felonioufiy and of malice twelve good and lawful men of the 
afore-thoughr, and by lying in wait, neighbourhood of the town of Mon- 
cut ofFthe right ear of the faid Tho- treal aforefaid, in the diftrict of 
mas Walker, with intention thereby Montreal aforefaid, in the province 
to disfigure thefaid Thomas Walker, aforefaid, and who neither, &c. to 
againfl.the peace of our faid Lord the recognize, &c. and thereupon Tho- 
King, his crown and dignity, and mas Cox, Randie Meredith, Alex- 
againil the form of the ftatute in that ander Patterfon, Foreft Oakes, Ja- 
cafe made and provided ; where- cob Vanderheyden, John Dumouhn, 
upon the provoft-marfhal, of the pro- Jonas Defauls, William Wier, Sa- 
vince aforefaid, was commanded that muel Holmes, James Morrifon, John 
he have the body of the faid Daniel Neagles, and George Young, were 
Difney, then being in thecuftodyof by the Aid provoft-marfhal impan- 
the faid provofl-marfhaj, for the of- relied for this purpofe, and being 
fence aforefaid, by virtue of a cer- demanded, come, and being chofen, 
lain Warrant io ;he fad provoil-mar- tried and fvvorn, to fay the truth 

• ■ Klt2 con 
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Concerning the premises, fay npon what offenders can excite their indig- 
thcir oath, That the faid Daniel nation. It approaches in a great 
Difney is not guilty of the premifles degree to the moft dangerous of all 
in the indictment aforefaid charged civil crimes, high treafon itfelf, as 
upon him in manner and form, as it has an immediate tendency to 
the faid Daniel Difney, for himfelf over-awe, to check, and even en tire? 
bove by his plea hath alleged, and that ly to flop the proceedings of the ma- 
he did not withdraw himfelf for the giftrates of the province in the ad- 
fame- and thereupon it is con»- miniftration of public juftice ; wan- 
dered by the court here that the out which out excellent laws are but 
faid Daniel Difney, be, acquitted of * dead letter, and onr boafted liber- 
the faid indi&ment, and go hence ties and properties an empty found. 



without delay 

After the prifpner had pleaded not 
»uilty to the indictment, and the Ju- 



And it was attended with circum- 
flances of deliberate malice, revenge 
and cruelty, that, in the opinion of 
all perfons not deflitute of the feelings 



?y were duly fworn, and charged to all perfons not deflitute of the feelings 

try the ifiue, the cafe was opened to of humanity, muft make it compleat- 

the court and jury by Francis Ma- ly odious : To which may be addecj 

feres, Efq; his Majefty's Attorney- the lefs important circumftance of 

General for the province of Quebec, the cowardly manner cf its execu- 

(who was the only perfon of counfel tion, if the employing ten or twelve 

for the crown on this occafion) in armed men to (urprize and attack one 



fomc fuch manner as hereafter fol- 
lowed : 
May it pkafe your Honour, and you 

Gentlemen of the Jury, 

«« It is my duty, as profecutor for 
the crown, on the pre lent occafion, 
to lay open to you the circumftances 
ef the crime with which the pri- 
foncr at the bar (lands charged; which 



poor, nnfufpecling, unarmed man, 
fitting peaceably at home in the 
company of his wife and family* can 
entitle it to that appellation. 

• Gentlemen, lam forry to ob- 
fervc further, that the perfons who 
committed this outrage were mili- 
tary men: For furely this is an ag- 
gravation of the offence. It is in 



I am perfuaded you will look upon them an act of treachery ; it is be 



as one of the moft outrageous viola- 
tions of the public peace and order 
that ever was brought before a court 
of juftice : Nothing lefs than annull- 
ing a magistrate of unblemiflied 
character in bis own houfe, in the 
night-time, with an intention to 
murder him; — and this in revenge 
for an act done by him as a magif- 
tratc, in conjunction with three other 
magiftrates of the province, in fup* 
port, as be thought, at leait, of the 
lawa and liberties of his country.— 
If this is an action that ought not to 
be the fubject of a profecution, fure- 



traying the high and honourable 
truft repofed in them by their king 
and country, by employing to the 
purpofes of revenge and malice thofe 
arms which had been put into their 
hands for the protection of their fel- 
lowfubj^cts, and the maintenance 
of the public tranquillity. 

• Gentlemen, I will now lay before 
you, in the firft place, the occafion 
that gave rife to the crime with 
which the prifoner at the bar ftands 
charged, and afterwards the manner 
and circumftances of its execution, 
and the fhare the prifoner at the bar 



ly nothing can deferve to be fo : And took in it. 
if thofe who are charged with being * Wh«n the civil government was 
guilty of it are juft objects of the eftablifhed in this province, in the 
companion of the public, I know not year 1764, a number of perfons, in 

the 
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tbe diftrift of Montreal, were com- talpen up, bis furniture broken and 

miffioned by Governor Murray, to fpoilt, his provisions wafted, atao?" 

aft as juftices'of the peace for that fometimes his wife and daughters 

diftriet, and new and great powers infulted by fuch bqiRerods andpro* 

of determining matters of civil pro- fiigate inmates : and thus by payings 

perty not belonging to thofe ma^if- the tax required, he would obtain' 



trates in England, were given them 
6y the great ordinance of September 
17th, of that year, by which the 
Counts of judicature were erected. — 
Among the perfons fo commiflioned 
were Mr, Thomas Walker, Mr Du- 
mas St. Martin, Mr. Livin^fton, Mr. 
Knipe, and Mr. Lambe ; Thefe gen- 
tlemen, as I am informed, all of them 
acted in their new office with honour 
and integrity, and gave general fatis- 
faction to the people by their diligent 
endeavours to promote their welfare. 



his exemption. They would their 
go to another citizen or two, and by^ 
the like menaces extort from theov 
the like contributions. Thofe were 
the oppreflions which Mr. Walker 
and his fellow-magiftrates endear 
voured to remove. Mr. Walker, i* 
particular, drew out a fcheme for 
billeting the foldien, by which: he 
made it appear, that there was w» 
neceflHy that more than two foldier* 
mould ever be quartered in one 
houfe, whereas there were feveral 



There was one abufe in particular houfes at that time that were bur- 

which they earneftly laboured to re- thened with five or fix* fo that the 

form, as it was then very generally and hardflups the people laboured under ' 

very feverely felt by the inhabitants of in this refpeft were by no means 

Montreal, and the fuhjsft of frequent evils of neceffity (in which cafe they 

complaint.'. This was the oppreffi- ought patiently to have been fubarit- 

bn exerciled by fome officers of the ted to) but were mere abufes of pow- 

army, under the colour and pretence er, to anfwer thejefinifter purpofts. 

of their right of billeting foldiers. * Gentlemen, in the beginning of 

The power of appointing billets was the month of November, 1764,4 

often employed by them to ferve the complaint, that took its rife from 

purpofes of gratifying their private this power of billeting, was brought 

difguds," and of extorting money before Mr. Walker* Mr, Liviogftoa, 

from the people. Three or four of Mr. Dum?s, and Mr. Lambe, the 

the mod drunken and riotous of the jufttces of the peace before^meo,- 

foldiers would be fent to take up tioned, againft Captain Benjamin 



their quarters at the houfe of a fub- 
ftantial citizen, that was thought able 
to pay a good price for an exemption. 
Tbis would alarm him, and oblige 
him to make the humbled and molt 
earned in treaties to be excuftd from 
receiving them ; upon which an in- 
timation would be given him, that, 
if he would con fent to pay ftx or 
eight dpllars a month in lieu of it, 
he might be excufed, and that the 
foldiers with that money would pro- 
vide themfelves other quarters. This 
the poor man would readily fubmit 
to (if he could by any means raife 



Charnock Payne, of the 28th regi- 
ment, which proved the immediate 
occafio.n of Mr. Walker's fufFeringsv 
Captain John Frafer, paymafter-ge- 
neral of the troops in the diftriQ of 
Montreal, and one of the prisoners 
now in cudody on account of this 
affair, had been billeted by lieutenant 
colonel Chriftie, the quarter- in after- 
general, on the houfe of one MK 
Reaume, a French gentleman in 
Montreal, where he accordingly- re* 
tided till the latter end of October, 
or beginning of November 176^, 
at which time be was appointed ta 



the money) rather than fee his houfe an office, by whith he became e**- 

ticled 
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titled to, or at leaf* poflefled of, a before Captain 

houfe at the public expence ; upon 

which he left his quarters at Mr. 

Reaume's houfe, and went to live in 

the houfe fo affigned him.' Mr. 

Reaume, imagining his billet was 

st an end, immediately invited Mr. 

Knipe, an Englifli gentleman, who 

was at that time in the commiffion 



Payne came into 
them, and being of opinion likemfe 
that Captain Frafer's ri^ht to them 
was at an end the moment he be- 
came poffefTed at the public expence 
of another lodging, which he thought 
a better one, they determined that 
Mr, Knipe had a legal right to the 
apartments, and that Captain Payne 



of the peace, and who occupied the ought to refign them to him. And 
rooms underneath thofe poflefled accordingly, in conjunction with Mr. 



by Captain Frafer, and had hired 
thofe like wife of Mr. Reaume, at 
the time that Captain Frafer was 
about to leave them, but had not 
yet taken poffeffion of them, to come 
and^ake poffeffion, of them accord- 
ing to his agreement. But he was o 

prevented from doing fo by Captain pofed to cenfure this proceeding of 
Payne, who took poffeffion of them the juflices, fay that there was a 



Lambe,*fourth jufticeofthe peace, 
they figned a warrant to a bailiff, to 
command Captain Payne to quit 
that lodging. In what manner this 
command of the julHces was to be 
enforced, J do not find to be cer- 
tainly agreed : Thofe who are dif- 



in the name and right of Captain 
Frafer, who infilled that he flill re- 
tained a right to thefe quarters, and 
might either occupy them himfelf, 
if he fo thought fit, or permit any 
other perfon to occupy them in his 
same* Mr. Reaume defired Cap- 
tain Payne to refign them to Mr. 
Knipe to whom be had let them ; 
but Captain Payne refufed to quit 
them, and infilled upon his right to 
continue in them by virtue of Cap- 
tain FraferS billet* Mr. Knipe 
thought thefe pretenfions of Captain 
Frafer, to occupy thefe quarters thus 
by deputy, to be both hard and il- 
legal, and wrote two or three letters 
to him to complain of them ; but, 
inftead of receiving any kind of fa- 
tis faction, he was anfwered in a ityle 
of Incredible and unfufFerable in- 



claufe in the warrant commanding 
the bailiff to carry Captain Payne to 
prifon, if he refufed to quit the 
lodging, and fhould make reuftance ; 
others inform me otherwife : This 
however feems to be certain, that it 
was never their intention that Cap- 
tain Payne mould be imprifoned. 
This will appear by the fubfequenc 
part of their conduct. 

' Gentlemen, I will not now mi- 
nutely inquire how far thefe pro- 
ceedings of thejuftices were legal* 
that is, how far they had right to in- 
quire into and determine this conteft 
between Mr. Knipe, and Captain 
Payne, and to inforce their decifion 
of it, (if they did fo enforce it) by 
the penalty of imprifonmentv But 
I will only obferve that there feems 
to be a very reafonable ground for 



folence. Upon this he applied to fuppofirg that all thefe things were 



the other juftices for redrefs ; and 
tar, Livingfton, Mr. Dumas, and 
Mr. Walker held a court in Mr, 
Reaume's houfe, to enquire into the 
affair ; and being fatis£ed by the 
depofitions of Mr. Knipe and Mr. 
Reaume, that Mr. Knipe had, by a 
fair agreement, hired the apartments 



within theirjunfdiclion, by virtue of 
the powers before-mentioned, given 



r juntaicl 

before-xi 
by the great ordinance of Sept. 17, 
1764, to any two juftices of the peace 
to hear and determine any difputes 
concerning matters of civil property, 
not exceeding the value of ten 
pounds, which probably might take 



in qucfiion of Mr. Reaume, long in the prcfent conteft. Nor need we 

enquire 
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enquire whether or no the decifion perfon they thought to be aggrieved 



they thought proper to make, that 
Captain Payne had no right to thefe 
apartments, was good in point of 
law : Though here, z$ well as. before, 
1 ihould incline to think that thelaw 
was with them : For, if we confider, 
that the being free from the neceffity 
of quartering foldiers u one of the 
greateft and mod valuable privileges 

of an Englifh fubject That it is 

one of the great points of liberty 
afecrtained and confirmed forever by 
that bell of all laws in the ftatute- 
book, the petition of right in the 
third year of Charles the firft — That 
all the laws of England had b en in- 
troduced into this province by the 
great orjiinanceon the 17th of Sept. 
1764, and that thefe favourite and • 
.beneficial ones were promifed by the 
king's proclamation, in 1763, and 
that in England itfelf the troops are 
only quartered in public-houfes, but 
never in private ones ; and that on- 
ly by virtue of a particular aft of 
parliament, annually p ailed for that 
purpofe ; we fhall not wonder at the 
unwillingnefs fhewn by thefe wor- 
thy magiflrates to allow of the le- 
gality of billeting foldiers upon pri- 
vate houfes upon any other ground 
.but that of mere neceffity, or for 
any longer time than fuch neceffity 
continued ; of which, in the cafe 
then . before them, there could be no 
pretence, fince the moment Captain 
Frafer received a houfe from the go- 
vernment, in confequence of his 
new employment, which by going 
to live in it he acknowledged to be 
better than his quarters, it was evi- 
dently no longer neceflary that thofe 
quarters Ihould belong to him. But 
whether they were right or wrong 
in their opinions upon thefe points 
is not very material. 

This is certain, that they meant to 
determine a matter that they took to 
be within their cognizance, and that 
they meant to determine it accor- 
ding to law j and to do juftice to the 



They therefore ought rather to have 
received the thanks of their fellow 
fubje&s for their faithful and fpirited 
difcharge of their duty, than to have 
become the objecls of fo deep and 
deadly a revenge. 

* This warrant of the juftices of 
the peace was ferved upon Captain 
Payne the next day, or rather, if it 
be true that there was a claufe of 
imprifonment in it, but half ferved 
by one of the bailiffs of the diftricl. 
For the bailiff 1 (hewed it him, and 
required him to give up the apart- 
ments to Mr. Knipe; but did not, 
upon the captain's refufing to do fo, 
offer to make him a prifoner, or 
convey him to the goal. He neither 
laid hold on him, as is ufual in ar- 
refts, nor faid to him, you are my 
prifoner, nor told him that he had 
orders to carry him to prifon. But 
Captain Payne, as if anxioufly deu> 
rous of fuffering an indignity that 
might ferve to irritate the foldiers to 
a high pitch, and difpofe them to 
fome defperate aft of revenge againft 
Mr. Walker, infilled upon going to 
prifon, and forced the bailiff to mew 
him the way thither. The bailiff 
complied, and the Captain went to 
goal : And when he got there, the 
keeper of the prifon was unwilling 
to receive him, becaufe he had not a 
warrant directed to himfelf to autho- 
rize him to do fo : but the captain 
infilled upon continuing in the pri- 
fon* In the mean time the bailiff 
went and acquainted the juftices wita 
what had happened, who immediate- 
ly fent him back to the prifon to ac- 
quaint Captain Payne that he was 
not a prifoner in confequence of their 
warrant, that it never was their in- 
tention to commit him to prifon, and 
that he might go out of the prifon 
when he pleafed : At the fame time 
they fent him a billet to be quartered 
at Mr. Crofton's houfe, which was 
the very beft public-houfe in the 
whole town, the magiftrates being 

un- 
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mwHIiot, txccpl where neceffity fequently well acquainted with ntf 
vftliged riretn to it, to give billets the circomflances attending it. Hi« 
•pon private hotrfes. Captain Payne, name is George M'Govock, and he 
iowever, thought fit to continue in is a foldierof the 28th rrgiment. 
iht piifon, notwi:I.Handing ihefe de- « He will tell you, amongft othet 
xlarainns from the juftices that be tbinf s. Gentlemen, that on Monday 
was at liberty to leave it whenever the 3d of December, 1764, that 1* 
fee sleafcd ; and that his imprifbn- three days before the perpetration of 
meat might be tire more public, rhi» crime, he was defired by Serjeant 
and make the deeper rmpreffion on Meas (who had before that time ac^ 
the fpirits of the feldiers, he had quainted him with the dtugnaarfen- 
recourfe to a more formal method of ga^ed him to bean aftorin it) tog© 
Obtaining his difchaige from it, by withbrm to Lieutenant Tottenham'* 
aooWine tothe chief-juftice of the houfe at Montreal (alieauntmt-and 
prwince for an habtunrpv: and adjutant of the 28th Wgiment, who 
ty this means he was fet at liberty, was deeply concerned in ttas afar) 
•When the circumflances of this to meet fome gentlemen Who wei* 
affair came to be public, and it ap- friends, as the lerjeant ttldtan, » 
neared thatCaatain Payne had been «he defign of dHfignrilig Mr. Walker, 
a volomary prifoner, and had con- though they were not of the aSth 
tinned fo for feveral days, it was by regiment, and to take an oath of fe- 
molt people made the fubjedt of crecy newr todifcover any of the* 
mirth and laughter. This enraged if they *Ou!d happen ^ beprefest 
the captain to a hrgh degree, and nttheexeotmn of it 5 Thw ht tec* 
made him refolve tofeek fome im- xordingly went with Serjeant Meat 
mediate revenge againlt the joftices, «• Lteounaat Ttttenham a ; and that 
and moft parftcolarly againft Mr. when they got theve, the Lieutenant 
Wa 'm, as having been the moft himfelf opened the door W them, 
aflire man among them in all the and #« accOmpMrtd by Captain 
complaints abont the bilKting of Daniel Difcey, the prifonet *t tke 
foldters, and, as he imagined, the bar and Lieutenant Simon Evana, 
principal promoter of tn'e warrant ot the 28th regiment: That Lien- 
Dy which he was ordered to give up lenavt Tottenham fold to him in the 
til quarters, and in confluence of wifcgn. 1? the prefence of Captain 
which he had committed h-.m'elft. D.Jay. Lieutenant Evans, and Sfcr- 
prifon. Soon after a refoK tion was je>nt Meas, fome words to this pur- 
faken to punifli Mr Walker for his pofe, « Georgfe, this gentleman. 
infolence (that was the language th T (pom, ng to Captain D.fney.) and 
made ofe < f ) by fetting a mark upon others that are within, are defflrous 
thiffl, or by disfiguring him in fome 'hat you would proimie that, if any 



fgnal and difgracefol manner : and 
ipma of the wickedtft and moft def- 
per.aie foldiers of the 28th regiment, 
under the direflicn of two Serjeants 
ot the fame charafter, Serjeant Meas 



of them fliould make any attempt to 
disfigure Mr. Walker, you will never 
difcover it, and that you would,- fdr 
their furore fecurity, take an oath to 
keep it fecret :' That thereupon he 



and Serjeant Rogers, were employed confented to take the oath, and took 

to put it in execution. " immensely, C.pta.nDifney admi- 

•Gentlemen, we ftiall produce a niftermg it to him on a book Which 

witmfs that was himfelf employed Lieutenant Tditenham produced, 

in this bufrnefs, and was prefent at and which the witnefs believes to 
tke execution pf it, and who is con 



have been a bible. 



Licutenadt 

Evans 
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Evans at the fame time threatened of fomething more than a quarter 

him, that, if ever he difcovered it, 

he mould foon be made an end of, 

wherever he might happen to live, 

and that he himfelf would blow his 

brains out. Tottenham thereupon 



of an hour, and went, by Lieutenant 
Tottenham's direction, into the 
kitchen to drink, and afterwards 
returned home about nine o'clock. 
* Gentlemen, what I have here 



faid to Evans, that he need not be laid before you concerning this con- 



afraid of his difcovering the mat 
ter ; for that Serjeant Meas and 
Serjeant Rogers knew him very well, 
and could anfwer for his being 
faithful. 

* After this converfation in the 
paffage, Serjeant Meas and the wit- 
nefs M'Govock went into the par- 
lour with Captain Difney, Lieute- 
nant Tottenham and Lieutenant 
Evans, and there they faw the fol- 
lowing perfons, Captain JohnCarap- 



verfation at Lieutenant Tottenham's 
houfe, and the oath of fecrecy ad. 
miniitered to this witnefs by the 
prifoner at- the bar, I have fpokea 
from the deposition of this witnefs, 
which I have here in my hand and 
before my eyes, with particular care 
not to go one jot beyond the con- 
tents of it. 

• Gentlemen, I mull further In- 
form you, that this oath of fecrecy 
had a great effect upon the mind of 



bell, of the 27th regiment, Captain this witnefs : a circuraftance that 

John Frafer, the perfon already adds confiderably to the credit of his 

fpoken of, Lieutenant-colonel Chrif- teftimony, When he bad made his 

tie, deputy-quarter-mafter-general, firit depofition, which made mention 

M. St. Luc la Corne, and Mr. Jo- only of perfons to whom this oath of 

feph Howard. He ftaid in this room fecrecy did not relate (which depofi- 

about a quarter of an hour, during tion he fwore to before Mr. Dumas 

which time the refolution taken to St. Martin, the juftice of peace, on 

disfigure Mr. Walker, was the ge- the eighth day of laft September) ho 

neral fubject of the converfation. was afked whether that depofitioa 



They all exprefFed their approba- 
tion of this defign, and their hopes 
that it would fucceed. This wit- 
nefs fays that this converfation was 
addreffed to him or Serjeant Meas, 



contained all he knew of the matter; 
upon which he declared that it did 
not, but faid he would not reveal 
any more, becaufehe could not do it 
without accufing certain other per- 



or fpoken with an evident intention fons that were concerned in that af- 
that they fhould hear it ; and that fair, whom he conceived himfelf to 
Lieutenant Tottenham further ex- be under an obligation never to 
plained to him the defign of intro- difcover, in confequence of an oath 
cueing him and Serjeant Meas into of fecrecy he had taken for that 
that company to be, that they might purpofe.^ He was afterwards brought 
know that thofe gentlemen who before his honour the pre/en t chief- 
were there affembled were friends to juftice, to confirm and fwear again 
the defign of disfiguring Mr, Wal- to this depofition in the prefenceof 
ker, and that therefore they might Mr. Walker and myfelf. And hi* 
not be furprifed and alarmed if they fcruple about the oath of fecrecy 



ihould fee them engaged in the ex- 
ecution of it, either before, or at the 
fame time with, and as affiftants to, 
the gentlemen of the 28th regiment, 



being then mentioned as an objeclu 
on to his telling the reft of what he 
knew, he declared that he would 
be guided by the opinion and advice 



Serjeant Meas and the witnefs of the chief-juftice and myfelf con- 
then quitted the parlour, after a flay cerning the obligation of this oath : 



L 1 



And 



Digitized by 



Google 



t' 2.6% ) 

And upon our telling him that we will now pro.ce«d in *he narration o£ 
thought fi*cb an oath unlawful ami this unhappy bufinefs. 
void, that it was unlawful to take * On Tuefda.y, the 4th pf Decern* 
fuch an oath, an J ftill more unlawful ber, the day after the meeting above- 
to keep it, as it was contrary to a mentioned at Lieutenant Totten- 
prior and Wronger obligation that ham's houfe, a plot was laid in Ser- 
every man is under, for ihe fake of jeant Meas's houfe in the prefence of 
the public good, to declare the whole this witnefs by Serjeant Weas, Ser- 
of what be knows concerning any jeant Roger?, John M'Laughlin, 
public crimes when called upon to James Coleman, and Daniel Afhman, 
do fo in the courfe of a judicial in- foldiersof the*8thregimepr, to wa^- 
quiry, he was perfuaded to* give up lay Mr. Walker that very night a- 
his fcruple and declare the reit of bout tbe duflt of the evening upon 
what he knew, which, makes the hit return from his flore-houfe to hi$ 
contents of his fecond depo(ition* dwelling-houfe, which weie at the 
This depotUion I took down in the diflance of about a furlong from} 
courfe of a very long examination each other. The defign yyas to beat 
jn the prefence of his "honour the and disfigure him. (The word con> 
chief juflice and Mr. Walker $ and llantly ufed in all their confutations 
can fafdy affirm that every wojd of was, To disfigure.} And the witnefs 
it came freely from the witnefs with- faw them go accordingly in the eveT 
out any fuggefiions whatfoever from ning into proper places for accom T 
Mr. Walker; whofe conduct with plifiing their purpofe, armed with 
refpecV to this witnefs, fo far as I bayonets, and one. of them with a 
have heenabletaobferveit, has been broad fword. They fhid upon tho 
fo very drift and delicate, that, in- parade in hopes of meeting with Mr t 
(lead ofbribing him to fwear as he Walker, till part eight o'clock, an<( 
Should diclate to him, as Mr. Wal- then went home, concluding that 
ker's enemies had given out, to in- Mr. Walker muft have gone home 
validate this witness's teilimony, he by fome other way* And this wit- 
has barely allowed him a necefTary nefs heard fome of them that eve- 
maintenance fincehe has made thore ning give this account of their di£» 
depositions, (not without fome difla- appointment. 

tisfacuon and complaints of the wit- 4 On the next day, the Wednef. 
nefs on that account) and has cau- day, another defign was concerted 
tioued him over and over to fay at Serjeant Meas's houfe, between 
nothing but what he was absolutely the hours of ten and eleven o'clock 
fure of : And now, fince this wit- in the morning, to waylay Mr. 
nefs has been at Montreal, he has Walker aeain that evening near his 
nor/taken, a* I believe, the juftifia- own dwelling-houfe, in order to 
ble precaution (nor have I* nox any beat and disfigure him. This wit- 
other per fori to my knowledge, ta- nefs was prefent at Serjeant Meas's 
ken it for him) of reading over, to houfe at the time this defign was 
this witnefs either of his depofyions concerted ; and the perfons who 
Jn order tQ refrefh his merniwy a- concerted it were Serjeant Rogers, 

fainft the prefent trial. W*q leave Serjeant Meas, McLaughlin, Cole- 
im to relate to you what he can man, A(hman, and Philip Caftles, 
bimfelf recollect, of the circumftan- another foldier of the 28th regi- 
cesof thiscruel tranfaclion,unaffifted ment. And accordingly about eight 
either by our admonitions or his o'clock that evening thefe perfons' 
own former accounts of them. I did fet out from Serjeant Meas's 

iioufe 
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Kouve to different parts of &e town, circum(tance"s Attending the a feu It 

in parties of two nven eath. Rogers itteif will be proved to yon by the 

at>d Coleman were inonefcfthefepar- t^ftrmony of Mr. Walker himfelf, 

tres, and did meet with M*. Walker, a* WeH at of the other witnefs ; and 

and were feen and taken notice of tbeprefence of Captain Drfhey, the 

by him, as he will inform yon, as pfrifonerat the bar, on thatoocafion* 

ptrfons, who, by thfcir looks and to encourage and animate tbe {o\- 

wehaviour, itemed 10 have fome de- diets who gave the wounds, wtM 'be 

fifch of attaching -bim. Bat thty proved to you by the united tetti- 

*fcre prevented from doing it by the mbnyof Mr. and Mrs. Walker. 
ajpptarance of fome people that had * Aborft a quarter before nine 

happened to eeme 0*1 jnft at tbat d*dt>ck at brgbt> a* Mr. and Mm. 

tfarrefcnd followed Mr. Walter, ami Walkel"were fitting in their hall at 

*ho thete Tufcarrs apprehended, flipper, a fudden noife was beard at 

Urtfght interpefe w> bit defence, or the door, as of a number of people 

*aifefcn alarm id Ihe neighbourhood. ftr*viaghafli1y to get into the houfe. 

They therefore recUrtitd to Servant This ttotlfe was occaficned by their 

MtfaVs hoafe about nine o'clock: violent ma^tfeT of opening the outer 

Ttfewitnefs M'G^Krock 'heard t'hem door, thoagh fhut only opon a latch, 

fffiferw^rrtis give tfck account of their Mrs, Walker upon hearing it, im- 

Aiiappoihrment. rifediately tried oat, Entrez, ima- 

* Uh Thurfday, the fSfh <©TDe- gfaiog it was a number of Canada 

etth^ber/theafraultwW'aftuallytom- ans Cdming to Mr. Walker u$*m 

mitred; And though they had -hi- bdfirrefs as a juftfee of rmi peaxfe, 

aherto, according to the aeteouot of as be had thartwhole'day had * great 

Gfeorge M'Gbvock, 5ntentied *>h!y inany ftohap^rcatfenY: btrt armoft 

to 'beat and disfigure Mr. Walker, itrthe fcttte irfltent, lobWr^tow£rtii' 

Jn STb^5fa a manner as 'to leave a Jail- tfbte door, and feeing through -the 

Tng mark of^if^raefe 'upon 'him, glafs of "the inner door a crowd of 

tb?y flow fefcm to "have changed bkek faces rifing one above another, 

their porpofe to a fefet and more as they ftood on the Heps without, 



complete revenge-, by 'reforving fir"ft 
l!o *murdet him, and Then to carry 
otF'one of his fears in triumph, 'as th* 
ImHans do the fcalp df an enemy. 
Tfrat this was their defigh ait the 
time of committing this aflVult, will 
appear* not onlyfrom ^he manner 
and vioknee of the blows they gave 
him, fbme wounding bim On the 
head within thfeir force with broad 
fwords, one with a tomahawk, ano- 
ther with an rron-bar upon the loins, 
With a defign to -break his back, but 



fcfe cried out -with the utmoft Fur- 
prtfc, l! Good God! What is this! 
fchis is murder ; this is r^hearmy come 
*6 revenge themfelves,' 'Mrs. Walker 
few them firft ; becaufe me fat with 
her face to the door. Mr. WarFker 
fat- at the other end of the table, 
with bis back to the door, and veiy 
near it; I think he cannot have 
been more than four feet from it, 
which is a circumftance, Gentlemen, 
it will 'be proper youtfiou'd attend 
to. While Mrs. Walker wars ctying 



from the words fpoken by them at out in the manner I have mentioned, 



that time, fuch "as that they would 
'£n3h*an:d difpatch him, and t&eir ik- 
clarations that they thought he had 
beeri dead before they left him. 
Thofe words, and the blows which 
they accompanied, and moll of the 



the rnffiAns entered the Tootn, btrrft- 
tog open the irmer gltffvdoor and 
breaking one of the panes ofglafs ; 
and Mrs.W-alkerdearriy dffHngui&red 
Captain IHfney, the prHbner at the 
bar, to be one of them, notwithiUnd- 
L 1 2 iug 
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ing the erspe he had over his face, 
which is but aa indifferent difguife. 
Mrs. Walker's exclamation made Mr. 
Walker turn his head back at the 
in (tan t they were, entering, which 
gave him an opportunity of having 
one fhort, but full view of them, 
and at a very fmall diftance, before 
he received a blow ; and it was in 
this full and near view of them that 
he clearly diftinguiihed Captain Dil- 
ney amongtl their number. He alfo 
took fucb notice of two other facet 
among them, that he thinks he would 
know them again whenever he ihould 
fee them j but he declares they are 
not any of the prifoners now in cu- 
flodv in this place, nor any other 
perions whofe names he is acquainted 
with. 

* Gentlemen, upon the fight of 
thefcaflaffins, Mr. Walker flartcd up 
from his chair, and in rifing receiv- 
* cd a wound on the fore part of his 
head with a btoad-fword. This 
wound was five inches long, and was 
given with fuch a force chat one of 
Mr. Walker's fervants, who was 
then attending him and faw it given, 
concluded that it muft be mortal to 
him. Mr. Walker however did not 
iink under it, but recolle&ing that 
his arms were in his bed-chamber, 
he endeavoured to make towards it, 
in hopes of making fome defence, 
and for that purpole rufhed into the 
parlour which lay between the hall 
and the bed chamber, But he re* 
ceived fo many wounds from five or 
fix of the ruffians as hepaiTed that he 
never could reach the bed-chamber, 
but funk down, fpent with wounds 
and the lofs of blood, into an armed 
$hajr, that was (landing in the fur- 
ther corner of the parlour adjoining 
to the door of the bed-chamber. In 
this helplefs condition he received 
feveral more wounds and blows all 
o\er his body, both with bludgeons 
and Jharp weapons, and in particular 
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one very dangerous blow on the bone 
of his left leg with fome iron weap- 
on, which the witnefs McGovock 
will inform you was given him by 
one Clark,who was by trade a fmith, 
who carried with him a piece of iron 
fitted to his hand,befidesa bludgeon. 
He continued in this fituation For a 
ihort time, half a minute, perhaps, 
or a minute, almoft deprived of his 
fenfes, but was roufed to make one 
more attempt to defend himfelf by 
the terror occasioned by the threat 
of inftant death. For he heard a 
voice, which feemed to come from 
the oppofite corner of the room* 
pronounce tbefe words, damn him, 
let me come to him, and I'll difpatch 
the villain with my fword. Upon 
this be looked up, and faw two per* 
fons, whom he conje&ured to be 
officers, advaocingtowards him from 
the oppofite corner of the room, from, 
which the voice had feemed to come, 
one of whom was armed with pidofs, 
and the other held a fmall fword in 
his hand, which he pointed at Mr n 
Walker's breaft. This latter perfon 
Mr. Walker believed to be the pri- 
foneratthe bar t but as his eyes were 
then full of blood from the maey 
wounds he had received, and his 
mind in great confufion, he will not 
take upon him to (wear it was he. 
But M'Govock the accomplice, who 
was prefent on this occafion, will 
confirm the fufpicion of Mr. Walker, 
and inform you that he faw Captain 
Difoey advance in that manner, with 
his fword drawn, towards Mr. Wal- 
ker, and heard him pronounce thofe 
words. Whoever it was, yoo will 
obferve, gentlemen, that it proves 
beyond a doubt that the intention of 
the aflaflins at this time was to murder 
Mr. Walker, and not barely to disfi- 
gure him. Mr. Walker refolved, wo' 
quite unarmed to do what he could 
to" defend himfelf, and accordingly 
advanced towards thefe two pcrfuns 

aa 
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and attacked them fu no a fly with his 
fifts, and had the good fortune to 
put afide the drawn {word with his 
left hand without receiving a thruft 
from it. But he was immediately 
furrounded by the other ruffians. 
One of thefe feized him by the 
throat ; and Mr. Walker did the 
fame to him, and at the fame time 
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the bone] and being in a hurry to get 
away, as the neighbourhood began 
to be alarmed, he made off with the 
reft of his companions without effec- 
ting it, and carried off the ear in 
triumph. They thought however 
that they hadleft Mr. Walker ei- 
ther dead or in a dying condition ; 
for Mr. Walker heard one of them 



endeavoured to get near the fire^ fay, juft before they went off, Damn, 

place in order to take up the fhovel him, he is dead, and another fay, 

or tongs for want of better wea- we have done for him. And with 

pons. Upon this another of them good reafon indeed they might fup- 

took hold of his right thigh, and pofe fo, fince there are very few men 

they both together endeavoured to in the world that could have furviv- 

Hft him up and lay him on the fire; ed fuch a nnmber of wounds and 

the terror of which cruel death giving blows as he had received, they being 

him new ftrength and fpirit, he di£ no fewer than threescore, of which 

engaged himfelf from them both, by eight were dreadful wounds from 

fuddenlv putting his hands againtt fharp weapons and fifty-ttvo were 

the chimney-piece, and pufhing him- contufions. 

felffrom it with all his force. But * The ear was immediately ear- 
in the inftant of his doing this he ried to Lieutenant Tottenham, as 
received a deep and dangerous wound appeared by his own examination* 
from another of the affaffins on the where he fays that two men in dif- 
left fide of the head near the crown guife and mafltcd, brwith their faces 
which felled him to theground ; and blacked, came into his houfe about 
foon after, while he lay helplefs on 9 o'clock at night, and throwing 
the floor, he received another moil vi- down apiece of flefly upon the table 
olent blow on his loins, which would faid,, there's that rafcal Walker's 
have broke his back ( as no doubp it ear, and then withdrew without fay- 
was intended to do) if it had not be?n ^S- a wort * morc « Mr. Welfh, the 
for a large filver buckle in the waift- officer of General Burton's guard, 
bandofhis breeches, which received a °d Mr. Baker, the.Surgeon'smate 
the blow and fomewhat broke the of the regiment, were at that time 
force of it, which was fuch that the w ^ n Mr. Tottenham: But it does 
buckle was very much bent by it. not appear that they made any at- 
After this blow on the back, Mr. tempt to flop the men who brought 
Walker continuing to lie helplefs them the ear. As foot as they were 



and almoft motionlefs on the floor, 
with his face downwards, one of the 
villains either knelt or fat upon his 
right fide, and cot off a part of his 
right ear, and endeavoured at the 



gone, Mr. Tottenham wrapped the 
ear qp in a piece of paper, andfenc 
Mr. Welfh with it to General Bur- 
ton, who fome hours aftef fentit to 
Mr. Lambe, the juftice of peace be- 



fame time to cut his throat; But fore-mentioned, to be difpoied of as 
finding this to be difficult by reafon n « fhould think proper. 



of the motions Mr. Walker made to 
prevent it by fqueezing his head 
down clofe to his fhoulder, and put- 
ting up his left hand [the little fin- 
ger of which by this means was cut to 



^ Thefe particulars of this aflauit 
will all be proved to you by Mr. 
Walker himfelf without the affiitance 
of the accomplice, whofe evidence 
however will confirm them and ac- 
quaint 
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qoaint yon with the names of the lery : there fie efcaped the fdry of 

principal perfons concerned in the Hi )>urfu*r by leaping down from 

execution of them. He will tell the gallery into the yard through 

you that the blow on the head that fome of the broken rails. Theftrokfc 

brought Mr. Walker to the ground aimed at him by his purfaerfell upon 

a*nd quite fubdued him, was given therailsof the gallery, ahdj as he be- 

hrm by Serjeant Meas with a to- lieved, upoh his coat, a* he after- 

mahawk; and that the perfdn who wards foutrd it had bee* cut. 
gave him the blow on his back * Such, gentlemen, were thte cir- 

whfcn he was down was Thomas comllances of this tragical fcffair. 

Donelly, who afterwards bbalted UF Be fort I proceed to Ity the prooft of 

it in the hearing of the wrtnefs, and them before you; I Will tfc£ Se**e to 

faid he thought he had broke his mention a few obfervatioWs ebnce>n- 

back ; and that Serjeant Rogers wa» ft£ the halure oF the charge* cc*- 

the man that art offhis ear and tir- tafn^dinthe indictment; 
ried it off. * The irrfl charge in Ae ihdift- 

• While fome of thefe ruffians went is for a weH-khowh attd *ery 

were employed in attacking Kit. high offence it the fcOmmtm-law, 

Walker in the manner that has been called a burglary ; which confifh iti 

related, others of litem were em- breaking and eritelriAg a totn'shoofe 

ployed in afiaulting and driving hi the night-tifhe, with *n intent 

away the reft or the family. Mrs. to commit a felony. In the present 

Walker and Mifs Heard (who rs cafe it is charged that the felony 

fihee married tbHft. Wade, who was indented to be committed wns * 

fitting at fupper with Mr. and Mrs. fnurdfer, Of which X berieVe, *whea 

Walker, anti John Lilly, Mr. Wal- yoti havt heard the proofs of the 

Jeer's clerk) efcaped throegh the particulars I have b^tnwi to you, 

fcrtchen into the yard : where n oft fcfo will have lftirerbom to doubt, 

being purfued, they ' remained "till If this intention .in thfcrhmans who 

the affair was over. John iirlly aflaulted Mr. Walker is proved 

wirs attacked by fome of the ruffi- to your fatisfattton, together with 

ifrs, who gave him three deep cots the preftffce of the e*rifoner at the 

on the head with abroad-Fword, one bar at this tranfacHcm, you nnrftfciid 

of which knocked him down: but him gtiflry of his H rft tharge hi the 

recovering him fell pretty foon, he hidi&ment, which will render the 

ftruggfed with ohe'df rhfe feflows and confideration of the fetoria charge 

cuflved him into a window, and then of left importance. B6t if it 'flioald 

ruftved but at the Areet door through appear to ifon that the prifoner was 

the midft of a party taf five or hx concerned in this affair, but that 

more of the ruffians that guarded it, there was nb Tntehtidh to marker 

fn order to alarm the neighbours; to Mr. Walker, (though this is what 

prevent which two of their number J cannot Well Yuppore) the prifoner 

jf>urfued hrm, the reft of them crying muft be acquitted trpon the firft 

out to them, damn him.; (hOathim; charge, and found guHry only upon 

doublet him efcape. But they did the fecond. 

not overtake him. And Willialrh « The fecond charge is founded 

Fontaine, Mr. Walker's fervant, upon the famous tt& of parliament 

who was waiting upon him at fup- for preventing malicious maimrhfc 

per at the time of this aflault, was and mutilation, paffed in the 22d 

purfued by one of them With a niked year of Charles II. and ofubliy 

broad-fword in his hand into the gal- JmoWn "by the name df the Coventry 

Act, 
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^ft, from the ]?rave Sir John Co- der the powers communicatee! to 

ventry, whofe fufferings were the them by the royal charters. Thus 

occafion of making it. Concerning the laws of England in force in the 

this aft of parliament two xery reign- of James the Firit., will be 

ftrange opinions have been enter- the bafis of the laws of a colony that 

tained by fome perfons in this pro- was fir ft fettled in his reign : and 

vince ; the firfl is, that the aft of in fuch a colony the Coventryaft, 

parliament is not in force in this which was made in the reign of 

province $ the fecond, that, fup- Charles II. will not of neceffity be 

pofing it to be in force here, the a part of the law of the colony, her 

injury done to Mr. Walker, does caufe that aft does no: exprefsiy 

not fall within it. I will endeavour mention the colonies : it will thcre^ 

to fhew the falsehood of both thefe fore be, or not be^ a part of the; 

opinions* laws of fuch a colony, according as 

* It has been faid in fupport of their governor, council, and affem-t 

the firit of thefe opinions, that this bly mall have, or have not, adopted 

Jaw is not in force in the other pro- it, fuppofing that thofe provincial 

vincesof North-America, and there- Iegitiatures have a legal power to 

fore ought not to be fo here. This make laws of that high imppr- 

conclufionis by no means juft. This tance. And thus it may happea 

province has nothing to do with the that in fome of the North-Americaa 

other provinces of North-America; colonies this law may be in force, 

nor indeed have thofe other pro- and not in others. Whether in- fadf 

vinces any connexion with each it is in force in any of them we 

othtr. 1 he Laws in each province need not here enquire. With refr 

a r e different from thofe in every peft to this province, it is certain 



other, as the different afts of their 
affembnes (which have exercifed 3 
Initiative authority in them) and 
the different dates of their oHoinal 



that this excellent* aft of parJia^ 
merit is as much in force here a^ 
Magna Charta, or the petition of 
right, or the law of Henry V1IL 



fettlement by Englifh planters have that takes the benefit of the clergy 

contributed to vary them. And from wilful murder of malice a- 

the laws of all the colonies are, forethought, or any other the moll 

from the fame caufes, different from ufeful or moft refpefted laws of 

the Uws of Great Britain itfelf. England; for it is founded on %hc 

The common principle, upon which fame authority with them, namely, 

they all feem to be eflablifhed, I the authority of the great ordi- 

apprehend to be this; that every nance of the Jegitiature of this, cqun- 

fet of Englifh planters, upon their try, General Murray and his, conn- 

fjrft occupying and fettling anew cil, of September \j t 1764, o» 

colony, have carried with them the which they introduced into thU 

Taws of England then in force at province, at one liroke, th,e whole 

the time of their leaving it to go fyilem of the laws of England t^ea 

to the new colony ; that this is'tbe in force, and confequently among it 

original* fvflem of laws which they the reft this excellent aft of par-, 

imported into the new colony ; and liament. That ordinance initjtu&es 

that this fyltem was incrcafed or the prefent Court of King's Bench, 

varied either by new afts of the or Supreme Court of Judicature, in 

Britifh parliament pafTed fince the which we are now affembJed, and 

fettlement of the colony, containing ordains that the chief jutfice of the 

^exprefs words extending to it, or by province, who prefides in it, fhail 

the afts of their own aflemblies un- hear and determine all criminal aui 

civil 
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civil eaufes agreeable to the laws of mentioned. Bat, Gentlemen, w it 
England, which certainly muft mean not plainly comprehended within 



the laws of England then in being. 
And befides, the chief juftice'scom- 
miflion, which you have heard read, 
runs in the fame ftyle with this or- 
dinance, and directs him to hear and 
determine all matters that come be- 



the word member? To what pur- 
pofe, after enumerating the feveral 
features of the face, does the fU- 
tutes add the words * limb or mem- 
ber,* nnlefs it be to extend its pro- 
tection to all the other organs of 



fore him agreeably to the laws of the body, by ufing the moll ge- 



England and the ordinances of this 
province hereafter to be made. Ei 
ther therefore this great ordinance 



neral and comprehensive words the 
language affords. Certainly by the 
word limb we muft under (land the 



(upon which all the proceedings of larger parts of the human body that 

the courts of Judicature in the pro ■ are feparate from the trunk, namely, 

vince, both civil and criminal, have the arms and legs, and perhaps the 

been founded ever fince the parting hands and feet, and by the word 

it) and likewife the directions con- member the fmaller parts of it, fuch 

tained in the king's cornroiflion to as the fingers, and particularly the 

thechief-juftice, are void and of no ears, as being more likely to be the 

authority, and none of the laws of object of a malicious intention to 

England are now in force in this disfigure, by reafon of the refem- 

province, but the French laws that blance of fuch an injury to a dif- 

prevailed here before the conqueft, graceful punifhment in fome cafes 

are the only laws that are really (till inflicted by the law, which is the 

in force (as they certainly would very fort of injury this ftatute was 

have been if this ordinance had not intended to prevent. 
been made) or it muft be allowed * Qentlemen, this act of parlia- 

that this exceltent and beneficial ment has always been reckoned a 

law, called the Coventry-Act, was moft excellent and falutary law. It 

introduced here by that ordinance, was pafled in oppofition to the court, 

together with all the other laws of as a law of indifpenfable importance 

England in being at the time of in the peaceable part of the reign 

pafling it. of King Charles the Hd. in conle- 

* The fecond opinion, that the quence of a bafe piece of cruelty 

injury done to Mr. Walker does not committed upon Sir John Coventry, 

come within the Coventry-Act, a member of parliament at that 

though not fo entirely deftitute of time, by affaulting him in St. James's 

all colour of reafon as the former Park, and flitting his noftrils. Thia 

opinion, will yet, J believe, upon was done, as it is generally fuppofed 

examination, appear to be ill- at the inftigation of the court, and 

grounded. The Coventry- Act fays, probably of the king himfelf, in re- 

that whoever fhall on purpofe, and venge for fome light ex pre IE on s 

of malice aforethought, cut or dif- thrown out by Sir John Coventry, in 

able the tongue, put out an eye, flit a debate of parliament, reflecting on 

the nofe, cut off a nofe or lip, or the King's known debauchery. Yec 

cut off or difable any limb, or mem- notwithllanding the provocation giw 



ber, of any fubject, with intention 
in fo doing to maim or disfigure 
him, fhalJ be guilty of felony with- 
out benefit of clergy, Thefe are 
the words of the act, in which it is 
certain the cutting off an ear is not 



en by this perfonal reflection on the 
King, the parliament thought this 
barbarous aflault fuch a flagrant vio- 
lation of all the rules of juftice and. 
humanity, that they immediately- 
prepared a bill to render the perpe- 
trators 
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frators of it incapable of receiving 
the King's pardon, and to make all 
future offenders in the like kind 
liable to be punilhed with death; 
and to this bill the King gave the 
royal aflent. And it mull be 6b- 
ferved, that.the parliament that did 
this was not a factious ill-difpofed 
parliament, that took apleafure in 
propofing things that might be dif- 
guftful to the court ; but it was that 
parliament which, of all that ever 
fat in England, was mod devoted to 
the crown, and difpofed to concur 
in every motion and proportion that 
came from it— which had repeated- 
ly fupplied that King with large 
films of money, notwithstanding the 
continual wafte and mifappiication 
ef them, and which, to gratify the 
pride and revenge of his full mini- 
fter, the Earl of Clarendon, and the 
reft of the vindictive royaiifts that 
)iad returned from exile, had paffed 
{everal penal laws (which iUH fub- 
fift) to perfecute the protcftant dif- 
fentejs, had repealed the excellent 
aft obtained with fo much difficulty 
from Charles the III, for fecuring to 
the nation a meeting of parliament 
atleaft once in three years, and had 
almoft eftablifhed paffive obedience 
by a law. Yet even this compliant 
parliament thought this a aeceffary 
law»-r- fo neceiTary as to infift upon 
the pafiing it in oppofition to the 
wiQies of the court. And ever fince 
that time it has met with the univer- 
fal approbation of all the English 
nation, and has received fo much 
countenance from the judges, and 
been deemed fo highly remedial and 
beneficial to the fubjecl, that in the 
only two cafes that have happened 
upon it [one of which happened a- 
bout a year and a half ago, and the 
other was the well known cafe of 
Cook and Woodburn] it has met 
with a large and liberal conltrucli- 
on. This I am fure of, that neither 
Qf thofe cafes comes fo clearly with- 



in the fpirit and meaning oftha 
Coventry-acl aj the cafe now before 
you does, which fcems indeed to be 
the very fort of outrage that a£l was 
defigned to guard againfh And it 
feems likewife to come within the 
letter of it by giving the word 
member ufed in the ftatute, that, I 
will not fay, liberal but natural in- 
terpretation that has been already 
mentioned. But thefe confidera r 
tions will, as I apprehend, become 
of little confequence by the (Iron g 
proofs by which, I doubt not, yoa 
will be convinced that at the 
time of committing the affault tbe 
ruffians who committed it had an jn- 
lenrion to murder Mr. Walker. J 
will now, Gentlemen, call the wit- 
nefies for the cro*n infupport of this 
indi&ment, without trefpaffing any 
longer on your patience. 

Wttnejfes for the Cronvx. 
Thomas Walker, fifq; 
' On the fmh day of December, 
about half after eight or near nine 
of the clock, Mrs. Waiker looked 
at her watch, and in about x fifteen 
minutes after we were called out to 
fupper ; as we were fitting at fup- 
per, I with my back to the Jtreet 
door, heard a noife at the laich like 
fomebody wanting to come in in a 
hurry, on which Mrs. Walker, being 
at the head of the table, faid, eafrez ; 
the outward door was thrown open, 
and through the inner glafs door { 
faw a great number of people dif- 
guifed, their heads appeared one 
above another as they Hood on the 
iteps (fuch as thofe in court, point- 
ing to a number of people.) They 
were difguifed many" different ways, 
fome of them little round hats, 
others black faces, others with, 
crapes, and one with a tuck of th? 
hair over the cap and turn*d in at 
the top ; they burft the inner door 
coming in, and broke the glafs, 
forcing the bolts of the door ; I 
turned my head round on Mrs. Wal- 
M m ker'a 
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ker'i. faying, * Good God, what's 
this, This is murder!* I took fo 
much notice of two faces that were 
black'd, tbat I ftouid know them if 
J was to Tee them again : but they 
were not any of thofe gentlemen 
in cuftody ; have the idea of them 
as of a face drawn with a pencil ; 
had a diftinft view of them. Many 
of them furrounded as if they would 
cut off the communication of the 
parlour. On turning round, I re- 
ceived a ftroke on my head. At 
that time I could not tell whether 
it was a broad fword or bludgeon. 
When I had .received this ftroke, 
I rofe up and paffed through them 
to get into the parlour, in order to 
pals through it into my bed room, 
where my fword and piftols were, 
in order to make fome defence. I 
then received many blows (but can- 
not tell how many) paffing through 
the parlour door, they followed me 
in fuch a hurry, burft open the 
ftanding-door (they were folding- 
doors) being fo many of them. Com- 
ing to the further end of the room, 
and driving to get into my bed-room, 
two men flood at the chamber door, 
and foreclofing me prevented my 
opening it ; beat me fo much, and 
with fuch a number of ftrokes. They 
clofed me round with a curtain, 
which I fuppoie prevented thtirdafh- 
ing my brains out, was fome time in 
the corner, but how many blows I 
received there 1 cannot tell, but there 
was fifty-two contufions or bruifes. 
I was fwclled from the moulders to 
the fingers end, there was not a free 
part all over my body. I received 
a wound on my leg, butdon't know 
when. Whilftin the corner I had no 
• remembrance of being off my feet ; 
but feeing the marks of my bloody 
head againft the wall, imagine I 
had loft my fenfes; but remember 
hearing a perfon fay, Letrme come to 
him, I will difpatch the villain with 
my fword ; this was the iirft thing 
1 heard j and that roufed me, and 
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then was determined to Tell roy lift 
as dear as poffible. Having feen 
Major Difney, not knowing that I 
had ever difobliged him, I expeded 
life, tilj I heard thofe words. Major 
Difney had a crape on his face, and 
I difcovered his face through the 
crape. Believe by the figure that it 
was he that made ufe of thofe words, 
having feen him in the room before 
I received fo many blows, but 1 can- 
not fay pofitively that I knew his 
voice, and do not recollect particu- 
larly what drefs he was in. Before 
I received any blows, or any thing 
in the outward room, I was fully 
convinced that was Major Difney. 
A perfon made at me and I parryed 
the blow with my left hand and 
ftruck at him. Ac the icftant the 
words were pronounced, two or three 
people came up to me with fword* 
levelled, but do not know whether 
any body made a pafs at me or not ; 
but upon my taking courage they 
retreated back : my eyes were then 
full of blood. They then clofed ; 
one collared me ; I feized ard held 
him, till another took me by the* 
right thigh, and (trove to lift me 
and fet me on the fire, I then turned 
myfelf round, fetting my hands a- 
gainft the chimney (the marks of my 
five bloody fingers are on the Jamba 
of the chimney) and tore the fide of 
my (hoe with the force, and in 
turning round I received a ftroke 
(which the doctor faid was that of a 
tomahawk) which felTd me to the 
ground, fenfelefs, how long I laid 
there cannot tell. The iirft remem- 
brance after that ftroke, was a fe- 
vere blow on my loin?, whether by 
a tomahawk or bludgeon I do not 
know, but feel it to this day in bad 
weather. After that blow a man 
kneeled or fat on my right fide, 
and I felt as if he was attempting 
to cut my throat ; I then moved my 
head and fhoulders and put my hand 
up, thinking it w*s his thumb, bot 
found a fharp instrument, and he 

cut 
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cut the little finger of my left hand to your wife, or any other perfon ? 



to the bone ; and it was a fortnight 
before I knew that I had loft my 
ear. I thought they had aimed to 
cut my throat, and thought (at the 
time) they had done it. After re 



ceiving that wound, I heard a voice your wife f 
from one of thofe people prefent, 



A* No. 

Q^ Did not your clerk or any other 
perion affift you ? 
A. No, 
Q^ Did not you think to proteft 



opie 
fay, r the villain's dead ;' another 
faid, * damn him, we have done for 
him.' A third perfon fpoke, but I 
could not rightly underftand what he 
faid, but heard fome words : then 
having loft my fenfes can give no 
further account; but when I did re- 
collect found myfelf in the arms of 
William Fontaine my fervant, and 
one Mr. Piitolet. 

The bloody cloaths, fhirt, and 
the ear in fpirits, were then brought 
into court and expofed. 

CROSS EXAMINATION, 

Council for the Prifoner* Morrtfon, 

Q^ Who was at the table ? Walker. 

a. Mrs. Walker at the head, Mifs 

Hurd now Mrs. Wade, and my 

clerk. 

Q^ did you fee Major Difney 
enter r* 
A. Yes. 

Q^ What part or when did he 
enter ? 
A. I don't know exactly. 
Q^ did you get up when they 
enterM ? 
A. Yes. 

Q^ Did you look at the people in 
getting up ? 
ji. I had looked before. 
Q^ Do you know whether Major 
Diiney ftruck ? 

A. I don't know. He knows beft. 
Q^ How came you to know him * 
A. By looking at him. 
A crape was then produced, and 
Mr. Walker put it on his face. 
Q_ After you had received the 
blow what became pf Mrs.. Walker ? 
A. Let them anfwer. 
Q^ Why could you not tell what 
became gf them, did you not fpeak 



A. No. 

Q^ Then you was flopped at the 
corner by three or more, and they 
kept you for fome time, you don'c 
know what time ? 
A. I don't know. 
Q_ There was twe of the figures 
you would know ? 
A. Yes. 

Q^ Had you never any opportu- 
nityof feeing them ? 

A. No, and perhaps may never 
fee them again here. 

Q^Pray did you fee Major Difney 
in that room, did he offer to ftr;ke ? 

A. No, Unlefs it was him that 
advanced with his fword, on feeing 
that I jumped and parryed it, my 
eyes being at that time full of 
blood. 

Q^ What were thj others doing ? 
A. They were all ftriking. The 
firft thing I recollect were thofc 
words which reanimated me. 

Q^ Cannot you guefs how long 
you was in the corner ? 

A. No I cannot f y ; I loft my 
fenfes. 

Q^ But cannot you tell how long 
you was in the corner without your 
fenfes ; me thinks it is very odd ? 

A. Had you received the fame 
number of blows that I did you 
would not have beer very bright I 
believe. 

Q. You heard the prifoner fay, 
let me come to him and I will dif- 
patch him ? 

,A.I believe that to be Major Dif- 
ney, but am not fure. 

Q^ You faid thefe words were 

fpoke before the fword was pointed > 

A. I heard them. It was fuch a, 

figure as Major Difney j but my 

eyes were full of bjood. 

M m \ Q^ Do* 
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Q^, Do you know who fpoke thofe 

words r 

A. I do not know who fycke thofe 
words, but heard the voice from 
that part of the room, imagin- 
ing it to be a perfon that was d- 
Jteiing. 

Q^ You faid it was about three 
minutes? 

A. I do not afcertain the time. 
Q^ D > you remember the perfon 
that gave you the blow on your 
loins ? 

A. T^onot. 

Q^ Did Major D fuey give any 
blows ? 

A. There were «*ough to do that 
work befides Major Difruy, and f f .ter 
for the purpofe. 

Q_ After the ftroggling by the 
fire 1 think you faid you heard a 
voice fay, damn him, we have done 
fir him ; do yon think that was 
Major Dilney? 
A. No t 

Q^ There jvts a third perfon, 
what did he fay ? 

A. Do not know, I believe I 
then loft my fenfes* 

Q^ You recovered next morning 
a li tie, did you recollect any thing 
about Major Difney ? 

A. Yes 1 recollected Major Difney 
very well. 

Q^ Did you mention Major Dif- 
ney ? 

A. No, I don't recoiled I did. 
Q^ You put the fword by with 
your hand . ? 

A. I parryed it. 
. Q^ After you parryed the fword, 
what became of him ? 

A. I {truck at him and he re- 
treated. 

Q^ You ftruck him ? 
A* Afk him, he knows if I Irnck 
him. 

Major Difney anfwered, No, Sir, 
you did not. 
Major Difney a iked. 
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Q;. Did you particularize any per- 
fon next morning ? 

A. I did not know any other 
perfon. 

Q^ But whether next morning did 
you particularize him or any other 
perfon ? 

A. Yes, I recollefted one that 
looked like Lieutenant Hamilton, 
and a little man like 'Lieutenant 
Graham, but did not mention it to 
any perfon but Co Mrs. Walker and 
a friend. 

The court then put* 
Qilf Mr. Walker was acquainted 
with Major Difney ? 

A Yes, he ufed to vifit at my 
houfe, and I ufed to be on terms of 
friendship, was very well acquainted 
with him, particularly cm my firft 
tour to Canada, he being one of Mr. 
Gage's family. 

Council* 
Q^ When yon faw Major Difney 
firft it was fuiprifing you could not 
tell his drefs? 
A. leould not. 

Q^ Had he any thing at all on 
his head, or in what manner was the 
crape fattened? 

A. I do ret know, but think he 
had a hat on. 

The council for the crown then 
thought prober to call fome eviden- 
ces, to prove that the fact was really- 
committed, fearing the length of 
time might have Eradicated fo bafe 
an a&ion out of the minds of the 
public, as they rather feemed toflifle 
and make hx appear as an unpopular 
profecution, &c. 
Mr. Boone evidence for the cronun. 
Havingbeen at Major Walbrun's, 
a tavern on the parade, I met a par- 
cel of men running, amongtt which 
was a mufimn ; I a&ed him whac 
was the matter, themufician anfwer- 
ed, Mr. Walker was murthered : I 
then went to Walbrun's and told ir, 
and then went to Mr. Walker's, 

with, 
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with other company. T thought his 
wounds very bad : I did not think 
him likely to live; faw his wound 
on the ear and cheek very bad, and 
thcught that the wind pipe was real- 
ly cut. The doftor thought it was 
dangerous. Being fked on what 
account ? anfwered, he did not know; 
but the doctor thought it dangerous, 
and the one on the crown of the 
head he thought was moil danger- 
ous. 

Q^ With what inftrument do you 
t L ink the wound was done t 

A. I thought it muft have been 
with a broad fword. 

Q^ Did you think they were all 
done w^h abroad (word ? 

A. They were to the beft of my 
.knowledge. 

Q^ What length did you think? 

A. Some appeared to be about 
three inches and an half, one very 
deep. 

Q^ Did you meet any people in 
the ltreet running away difguifed ? 

A. Coming out of WaJbrun's, I 
faw fome people running very faft ; 
but did not fee whether they were 
difguifed. They were running from 
Jtfr. Walker's towards the parade. 

Q^ Do you know any thing fur- 
ther of that buiinefs ? 

A. No. 

Q^ Did you ever hear any perfon, 
or Major Difney, confefs any thing 
previous to that affair ? 

A, No. 

Qrofs Examination* 
* Q. You went in with fome other 
gentlemen and faw him fitting in a 
chair ; do you recollect what day, 
year, &c. 

A. I recoIlecVthe year, not the 
day. 

Q_ What year? 

A. About two years ago. 

Q^ What time of the night ? 

A. About nine of the clock. 

Major Difney then afked him, if 
he had ever heard him fpeak in Mr, 
Walker's favour or againft him ? 
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A. No, never. 

Monf. PiftoUtfor the cre^wn* 

Q^ Did you fee Mr. Walker the 
night he was attacked, and .what 
hour r* 

A. Between eight and nine o'- 
clock I heard a great noifc Mr. 
Walker's fervant, after climbing 
over th3 wall, knocked at our back- 
door, the kitchen. y 

Q_ What did you do? v 

A. My father opened tire door 
for the fervant, and was mqch fur- 
prifed at his crying Mr. -Walker 
was aifaflinatfd ; on which J and my 
father went to Mr. Walker's houf« 
to fe£ what was the matter ; but my 
father did not £Rter Mr. Walker's 
houfe. but I entered with the fer- 
vant, and found Mr Walkqr ftretch- 
ed on the floor. 

CL Had Mr. Walker his fenfet 
when you entered ? 

A. He had not time to anfwer. 
I heard fome cries in the ftreet, and 
feared that fome of them were in or 
about the houfe, and finding my- 
felf alone, took a resolution toga 
out of the houfe. 

Q. Did you meet any of the ruf* 
fians coming out of the houfe ? 

A. No. 

Q. None that was difguifed ? 

A. No. 

Q^Did you find the houfe empty* 
only Mr. Walker's famiiy ? 

A. I only faw Mr. Walker, Mrs. 
Walker was out in fome of the back 
houies as I heard fome cries. 

Q^ Who told you that the aflaf- 
fins were about the houfe ? 

A. I was in the houfe and heard 
it faid in the ftreet. 

Q^ What did rhey fay? 

A, They thought that fome of 
the perfons might flill be hid ia 
fome part of the houfe. 

Q^ When you lefc the houfe did 
you return a fecond time ? 

A. I would have entered, but 
Mr. Lamb at the door hindered the 
people from going in, 

Q. What 
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Q^ What did you obferve in that to cover their faces ? 



little'time when you faw Mr. Wal- 
ker ? 

A. Nothing 

Q^ Was there a great quantity of 
blood ? 

A. I faw Mr. Walker almoft co- 
vered with blood. 

* Cro/s Examination. ^ 

Q, Your father's houfe joins Mr* 
Walker's ? 

A. Only a wall. 



with Mr Walker's fervant? 

A. Found him lying on the floor 
weltering in his blood : came back 
a feconduime, but was prevented. 

Q^ Do you know what day, 
month and year ? 

A. The fixth day of December, 

1764. 

Q^ Was there any body with 
Mr, Walker in the room when you 
entered ? 

A. No. 

Q^ Did yon fee Mr. Boone? 

A. Yes, the ieco-d time I think 
I faw Mr. Boone with Mr. Lamb. 

Q^ What hour of the night do you 
think it was when you entered the 
firft time in the houfe ? 

A. About nine o'clock ? but I 
do not remember particularly. 

Q^ Do you think it was half 
after nine that time r 

A. About that rime. 
Monfr. St* Angesfor the crown* 

Q^ Did you Tee any perton co- 
ming out from Mr. Walker's about 
the time he was atfaffinated ? 

A, No. I fa* foldiers going 
from one end of the (beet to the 
ether. 

Q^Were they difguifed ? 

A, No,, not in the day, but in the 
night. They had flapt hats. 

Q^ Were they difguifed in any 
Other manner i 

A. They had long blanket coats. 

Q. Did thofe hats feem intended 



A. Yes. 

Q^ At what time of the night diJ 
they pa fs ?. 

A. About feven and eight for two 
or three days; 

Q^ Whether on the fixth day of 
December did you fee any perfons 
going to or coming trom Mr, 
Walker's ? 

A. Yes, about feven o'clock. 



CL Did you come into the houfe the 



Q^ Did you fee any perfon about 
e time the affair happened ? 



A. No. 

Q^ Did you ever hear any per- 
fon iptak about Mr. Walker that 
evening? 

A. No. 

Cro/s Examination. 

Q^ At feven o'clock in the even- 
ing have you feen any people with 
crapes on their faces ? 

A. Yes, I faw them after their 
coming out from Mr Walker's. 

William l/VCariy for the crtmm. 

Q_ On the fixth day of December, 
1764, did you fee, before the aflault 
on Mr. Walker, any perfons armed 
or difguifed ? 

A. About half after eight of the 
clock that evening I faw fix people 
turn round Mr. Howard's corner, 
going towards Mr. Walker's 

Q^ How were they drefTed ? 

A. In blanket coats and bonnets, 
or handkerchiefs tied round their 
heads. The firft was a very tall 
man, and had a broad-fword in his 
hand that gliftened ; this was about 
hilf after eight o'clock. 
' Q^ Did you hear them fay anj 
thing ? 

A. I heard them talk, but could 
not hear any thing, they marched 
two and two, and were about foe or 
eight in number. 

Crcfs Examination. 
Q^ Did they go towards Mr. 
Walker's? 
A. Ytfi. Q^Did 
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Q^ Did you fee any of their faces A. About half an hour before that 

black'd ? affair, one Mr. M'Lean, an intimate 

A. I faw their backs. friend of Captain Frafer's came in 

Q^ You fay it was on the fixth of without having any bufmefs,at leaft 

December. Pray what kind ofwea* as appeared to me, and not having 

ther was it at that time ? was it not any particular intimacy at the houfe, 

the ufua! weather for that time of it feemed fomething remarkable. He 

the year ? were they drefled in any told a ftory of fome perfon toward or' 

other manner than the time of the below Quebec having been very ill 

year required ? ufed and abufed, by a parcel of Ca- 

'A. I took them to be panies, it nadians,^ his carriole taken away, 

was then moon-light nights, &c. which furprifed me much, as 

Mrs. Martha Walker , for the crown, the Canadians were generally a very 

Q^ What did you obferve? quiet people. After he had finimed 

A. I obferved firft the rattling at his ftory he went out, and the fer- 

thedoor; heard a number of foot- vant came and told us fupper was 

fteps, and fuppofing it to be people, ready, and I looked at my watch, 

coming on affairs of juftice, I cried and it was not the ufual hour : I told 

our, Entrez, and feeing a number of Mr. Walker he had better fup in the 

people one above another on the parlour, being the room we were 

fleps without, .cried good God, then in, he not being well, and t 

what's thi9 ? they ruflied in all to- would keep him company ; however 

gether, and J cried, this is manner ! we went out to fupper, and he was 

and the firft perfon I could fee to eating a bit of toaft when he received 

know was Major Difney, and ano- the blows : it was then about three 



^her, that feemed to enter firft, 1 took 
for Lieutenant Hamilton, as he had 
been at the houfe befjre about a lit- 
tle bufinefs. 

Q^ Did you fee Major Difney ? 

A, Yes, I faw him one of the 
hindmoft, with red breeches and 
waiftcoat, a Canadian gown, and a 
crape over his face. 

Q. You fay that Major Difney 
had a crape over his /ace ? 

A. It was clofe to his face, and I 
dafcovered the features of his face. 

Q. He was one of the hindmoft ; 



quarters after eight o'clock. 

Q^ Can you recollect what num- 
ber? 

A. Cannot recollect the exact 
number. 

Q. Did you fee Major Difner the 
firft ? 

A. No! Lieutenant Hamilton: 
but as he has never been accufed by 
others I might bemiftaken. 

Q^ How long do you remember 
remaining in the yard ? 

A. About (hree minutes : but 
cannot remember pofitively, 

Q^ What fuuation was Mr. Wal- 



did you fee him do any thing ? _ 

A. No. Knowing Major Difney ker in ? 
by fight, and feeing the others dref- A. He was in a terrible fituati* 
fed in red breeches, and knowing on ; I embraced him, and he feemed 
another perfon or two, I thought they to know me, 
were the army coming to revenge 
themfelves. Then Mifs Hurd took 
hold of my arm and diagged me 
out through the kitchen, &c. 
Qrofs Examinaticn* 

Q^ What time of the night was it? 



CL About what time did you come 
in ? 

A. About three minutes. I fent 
a fervant to fee what fuuation 
Mr- Walker was in; being impa- 
tient 
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'inpatient met him ; lit cried, oh blow was given with abroad fword. 
my mafter is all in blood. Q^ What became of you after 

Q^ Can you recoiled any perfon you pufhed the man on the trunk r 



that was in the room ? 

A. No, not particularly. 

Q^ Can you afcertain the time 
from the firft entrance pf the people 
tot«e time yoAi came into the par- 
lour to Mr. Walker? 

A. No ; it might be three or four 
ipinutes. 

Q^ Could it be more? 

A. I don't know ; it feemed very 
long to roe. 

Q^ You obferved the waifkoat 
•ad breeches, did you obferve the 
manner the crape was tied round his 
lace? 

A. No. 

Q^ Had he a hat on ? 

A. I do not know. 

Q. Had he any thing in hi» 
band? 

A. He had a drawn fword. 

Q^ You are fure it was drawn ? 

A. Yes it glittered. 

Jghm Lilly* fir tb$ crown. 

Q^ Was you prefent at Mr. Wal- 
ler's table, when the afiault was 
made ? 

A. Yes. 

Qi What did you obferve then, 
#r how many men ? 

A. Five or fix. 



A. Afrer that I received two 
bfows on my head. 

Q^ What became of you after* 
wards? 

A. I got out at the ftreet door. 

Q^ What did you fee at the ftreet 
door ? 

A. Five or fix perfons /landing 
at the door, and five or fix in the 
houfe. 

Q^ Their drefs ? . 

A. Blanket coats, cropt bars and 
black faces, their hats disfigured, 
that is, thofe in the houfe. As foon 
as I got out I cried murder, and one 
of them cried, fire at him, don't let 
him efcape, and two of them pur- 
fued me, and I faid no;hing, but run> 
on, aad went to the foot of the lane ; 
they immediately returned again, 
andfodidl, and went to one Mr* 
Prevoft, a cooper, almoft oppofitc 
Mn Walker's houfe, and defiredthey 
would come, and faid I believed 
that Mr. Walker's family were all 
murdered : There was Monfr. Pre* 
voft, another perfon, and a foldier 
of the 28th regiment; they would 
not go, but took me by the arm and 
pulled me into the houfe; they would . 
hardly let me go out again ; but I 



Q^ Did you know any of them^by got out, and then faw people coming 

fcfemblance ? out from Mr. Walker's, and to i j£ 

A. No, I can't fay that I could, them to be the people that commit- 

Q^ Did you hear them fay any ted the affair, and obferved them go* 

thing? ing towards Mr. Murray's: I fol- 

A, No, lowed them, and wept into Mr, 

Q^ Did you fee any of them flrike Murray's. 



Mr. Walker ? 

A- Yes. 

Q^ W r ith what? 

A. A broad-fword. 

Q^ How many blows ? 

A.. Ope. When I faw Mr. Wal- 
ker ftruck I went to hrlp him, then 
being attacked myfelf by a man 1 
drove him on a trunk, and thinking 
tnurther intended run out. The full 



Q. When did you go back to Mr. 
Walker's? 

A. I was puflied out of Murray's 
houfe by one M'KilJip, who told m$ 
to go away as I kept bad company ; 
then Murray fpoke to me, and I re- 
turned in about ten minutes to Mr, 
WalkeVo, and found him lying on 
the floor, about a foot and a half 
from the fire fpeechltis. 

Q. They 
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Q. Tney exfeortad each other to 
&ioot you : Could you guefs at any 
of them by fizc or (bepe ? 

A. I was all over blood. 

Q. Did you obferve what kind of 
drefc ? 

A. Some blanket coats* others 
coats white Peeves, facet blackt and 
cropt hats. No body fpoke within 
the hbofe except Mr. Walker, crying 
murder. 

Q^ How long was it from the 
time of the beginning of the acYibn 
to the time you went to Mr. Blitz's?: 
[J French Sltrgeon.] 

A. About a quarter of an hour. 

Q^ In what time after did Mi\ 
Felts arrive at the houfe ? 

A. It wss upwards of twenty mi-* 
nutes before he arrived. 

Q^ How long did you take the 
a&ion to have lafted ? 

A. About feven or eight minutes. 
Crofs Examination. 

. Q^ Had they crapes or black 
faces? 
- A. I do not know. 

Q^ Had any of them Canadian 
gowns ? 

A. I did not obferve. 

Q^ You was very particular in 
obferving the hats : do you think it 
poffible that they could have gowna" 
without your knowledge ? 

A. They might have, the people 
being in a huddje together. 

Q^ Was you by when Mr. Wal- 
ker received the firft blow ? 

A. Yes, 
: Q^ Were they not all in when 
Mr. Walker received the firft blow? 
. A. Yes, they were all in one be- 
hind another, but within ihe door. 
*. Q^ You run away into feveral 
houies, and all that; faw feveral 
people coming out, which you ima- 
gine to be the people ; and that it 
was about feven or eight minutes the 
whole tranfaftion ? 

A. Yes, i imagine them to be the 
fame people. .. . . 



Q^ Didybu go to doddr Feltz? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who was with him > 

A. Mrs. Feltz and Mr. St. 
Ltfke; 

Q. When you came back to the 
houfe again and enteied the room % 
and found Mr* Walker in the con- 
dition he waa in, was there any body 
there? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Who* 

A. William Fontaine, Mr. Wal- 
ker's fervant but do not recolleft any 
other perfon. 

Q^ How long did you ftay in the' 
room. Had you any converfaaoa 
with the fervant ? 

A. No, I found him in the fame 
fltuaiion, as he had Wbt ihoveA. - 

CL How long waa it fince you 
quitted the houfe firft to the time 
you found Mr. WattceMying welter- 
ing in his blood, with hit fervant?' 
' A. It might be perhaps about 
twenty minutes. - -" 

Jury. Q. JDo yo to-thin k it poffible 
that you could have known your 
moft intimate friend thus difguifed ? 

A. I could not for the fhort time 1 
I had, in thefituarion I was in ; but 
having longer time I might. 

Q^ Pray was Mrs. Walker carried' 
out before you left the room ; 

A. I cannot tell. 

Ctunfelfor ike crown. 

Q^ Pray did you mean you could 
not nave known your friend thus 
difguifed on account of the con- 
fufion? 

A. A perfon unconcerned, or one 
that had not received the blows, 
might have known them if he had 
known them before. ; 

Q^ Did you fpesk to Mr. Wal- 
ker? 

A. No, I did notfpeak tohim. 

Q^ What time did Mrs. Walker 
return, after you retcrroed ? 

A. In a little fpace of time fhe 
came up to Mr. Walker* 

N n . Jury. 
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Jury. Q± Did you know thefe 
three gentlemen before the affair 
hapfeied^t 

A. Ye* ..,.. 

Court Q^ Did you know 

Mijw Di&eyeetoie the affair hap- 
pened ? 

A. Wo*. 
William Infant /trim* to. Mr. 
Walker t for the crown, 

Q^ Way you prefent when Mr. 
Walker was aflauked the ihtth x>f 
Decern ben 176+* 

A. I wa*-. i 

Q^ What number of men did you 
fee e»<tr the houfe I 

Am F»v«or fia*. 

Q^ What manner werttbey dref- 

A. Their, bands and .their face? 
blackt, diflterenftdrefles and different 

Q^ Whs*/wieee their hands and 
ftteaM* to wftoW . 

.A. I casta** tell if they were 
blackt with crapes or blacking 

Q^ What had they on their 
head*? 

A. SmaU roand-hate that had been, 

C«t. s ' 1 • > 

Q^ Whatcoau had they on! 
A* Could -noi f*# f&rcoau : their 
outward garment* were white*. » 
Q^WJiat «•»•<?-: 

A. Armes, blanches or cittRig 
weapons: loannOt tell, if they were 
fwbrda or ceiteflej* bat know they 
Were cutting w^tt^on*, ; 

Q^ Haji they any uth« arms f ? 

A. When they came in I faw 30. 
other.- !-i).„ 

Q^ Wew *h4y> drawn ? ; : • 

. A. Yes. ■.■:-! - 

Q^ Did they .anted with draw* 
arms ? - ' / ::. - ■ •.. 

A. As foon as they entered I faw 
their arma drawn.- 

Q. In what aianner did they 
come in : Haw, was the door fasten- 
ed ? ^ Vf*. ' 

A. The ovt&Qe'lfnd- in fide doocs 
weremut with latches; they opened 



die oatfide one* tad (breed the ie* 
cond, breaking a pane of glafs, 
Q^ Did you fee them ftrike Mr* 

Walker ? . 

A< Yea. I faw him ftruck. 

Qi Was the ftroke fufficient la 
yottt opinion to kill Mr. Walker. 

A. Yes, I thought the ftroke would 
have caufed his death* 

Q^ How many did you fee ftrike 
Mr. Walker ? 

A. One or two. 

Q± Did you know any of tee per- 
foes that entered 

A. I think I knew one of them* 

Q^ Who wae he tkat you thought 
you knew ? 

A. I thought it wis Capt. Frafer, 
byhi«£se» corpulence, manner of 
behaviour, fhape of body. 

Q_ By any other marks did you 
know any other perfon i 

A. No. 

Q^ Had that peefon that you be* 
lieved yea knew, had he a crape over 
his face ? 

A, He was black ia the fame 
manner as the others. 

Q^ Werehis hands blackt t 

A. The hands and faces- were 
hiack all of them. 

. Q^ How Long did yoa flay ia the 
room after the fcrftiWke given ? 

A. I faw Mr. Walker: receive fe- 
vtkror eight itrokes,. 

Q^ How long did you Hay in the 
room ? . 

A. I caa'i teUexa&ly the time, 4 
faw them ftrike Mr. Walker and Mr. 
Lilly ♦ and faw Mr* Lilly engaged 
with one of them again ft the window, 
and. at the fame time one of them 
would ftrike me, at which I ana 
away, and the ama pnrfued me roto 
the gallery ; being purfued fofeii, [ 
threw myfelf through the rails of the 
gallery. I faw a ftroke made with 
the cutlafs next morning, and found 
my coat cut, but do not fay that the 
fabre cut it, bat thought it to be the 
fame man that made a ftroke at me 
in the room. 

QiDid 
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Q_ Did yon hear them fay any 

thing during the whole time ? 

A. No, not one of them, 
Cry$ Examination. 

Q± You faw Mr. Walker receive 
fome blows, and fome aimed at Mr. 
Lilley ; pray where was Mrs. Wal- 
ker? 

A. Mrs, Walker made her efcape 
through the kitchen. 

Q^ Did Mrs. Walker quit the 
room before you? 

A. Yes 

Q^ How long ? 

A. 1 cannot directly tell, I went 
out in a very little time, 

Q^ Was it one minute? 

A. I cannot tell. 

Q^ How long was it from the fir ft 
time the men burft the fbreet-door to 
that time ? 

A. I cannot fix any time. 

CL Could you fix it to a minute? 
A. No, 

Q^ How long from the time yea 
threw yourfelf over the rails till you 
returned again to your mailer : 

A. About five or fix minutes, per- 
haps more or lefs. 

Q_ What filiation did you find 
Mr. Walker in? 

A. Spread before the fire on a 
c»rpet> ftretcbed with his hands on 
his wounds (as de&ribed in court) 
and had I not come he would have 
been fuffocated in his blood. 

Q_ Was there any body in the 
room when you returned ? 

A. No, all alone. 

Qi Did you knew how long they 
had been gone before yoo returned ? 

A. No, not feeing any of them. 

Qi Was Mrs. Walker in theroom 
before you caawin f 

A. No. 

Q^ Was you the firft perfon that 
jfottnd your mailer ? 

A. I Was the firftthat took him up, 
as he was on tbfc carpet. 

Q^ Could he fpeak ? 

A. No, he was not in actuation to 



fpeak, tor he could net fopport him- 
lelf; when 1 let him go he fell 
down a^ain. 

Q^ Did you fte your miftrefs came 
into the room ? 

A. Yes, a little time after. 

Q^ About what time ? 

A. I cannot fay what time. 

Q^ Was it in two or three mi- 
mutes ? 

A. I do not know. 
Qi What h<*r of the night 
wash when thefe people fir ft came 
into tbe houfe ? 

A* Between eight and nine* J 
cannot fix the time. 

Q^ Was not year mailer at fup- 
per? 

A. Yes, juft fet down tofupper. 

Q^ Was, it the ufual time ? 

A. No fixed time, within a quar- 
ter or half an hour, fometimes fooner 
or later. 

Q^ You don't know aay of thofe 
people but one ? 

A, No. 

Q^Did yoo fee any of tbe waift- 
coats t>r breeches of thefe people ? 

A. No, tjaey having tbe table and 
Hove between me and them when 
they came in. 

Q^ What part of the room was 
you in ; by mailer or miftrefs ? ' 

A. I was on the left fide of my 
miftrefs. 

Q^ When Mrs. Walker eame in, 
how did (be behave ? 

A. Came in crying out aloud. 

Q^ Did me ijpeak to him ? 

A. Yes, fee fpoke to him, but do 
not know whether Mr. Walker an- 
fwered or not. 

Jury. Q^ Did Mr* Walker receive 
any wounds before Mrs. Walker 
went Out? 

A. He did receive one or more 
before me was gone out. 

Mrs, Wiggans for /£/ crown. 

Q^ Do yon remember the aflault 
made ©• Mr. Walker the 6th De- 
cember, 1764? 

N n ? A, I 
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I remember to hue keardof CL Do yon remember the afiauU 

on Mr. Walker ? 



it. 

Q^ Do you recolleft any perfons 
dWf uifedcome in to your houfe a- 
bout eight o'clock ? 

A. Do not I never heard of it 
tilt Mr. Crofion told me of it about 
eleven or twelve of (he clock at 
flight, 

CL You never heard it mentioned 
thai fuch a thing was defigned J 

A. No, never heard a woid of it : 
Indeed I never did. 

CL Did you not fpeak to Mrs. 
Ma, and «dyife her togo and lay 
tiic wole affair open ? 

A. I divi not fee her the next day. 

Q. When you did fee her, did you 
evtr u, that you advifed her to go 
and ;cve;il the whole affair ? 

A. 1 fay I never did iay any fuch 
thn;g. 

Mrs. Cafe for the crown. 
Q^ We a<e informed that you 



great deal of the affair of of it before that time i 



A. Yea. 

CL Waa you prefent ? 
A. Yea. 

CL Was Major Difoey the prifo- 
ner prefent at it ? 
A. Yes. 

Q^ Was you a foldier of the 28th 
regiment ? 
A. Ye*. 

CL W« there any plan laid to dif* 
figure Mr. Walker ? 

A. There was. 

Qj/When and where did you firft 
hear of fuch a deiign I 

A. At Lieutenant Tottenham**. 

Q. How long before the aclion ? 

A. About fix or fevendays. 

CL Did you hear any thing of it 
befoie, and how long ? 

A. About fix or feven daya I 
fay, 

Q^ But had you heard any thin? 



A. Y^s, amongft the foldiera and 
Serjeant Meas* 

CL What did they fay was intend- 
ed to be done ? 

A * They bad a mind to cut and 
disfigure Mr. Walker, on account of 



knov 

Mr. Walker's afTault? 

A. Yea, have heard of it. 

CL Did you fee any perfons go in- 
to his houfe, or coming from his 
houfe ? 

A. No. 

n n;^ l , , -••«5«ni iwf* waiicer, on ace 

CL jJid you hear any perfons de- his treatment to Capt. Payne 
chut thai they would uke revenge of (^ When you went to *&. Tot, 

^3r. Walker for imaginary afiauJw tenon's who took you There? 
before the affair happened? A. Serjeant Mea,* 

relate r°n Mr" l?"* here /° anf ! Cr ^ Did he { *y < hcrc *« ^>me 

rerfon P Y *" D ° ° ther * cmlemen n °< belonging to the 28th 

n rvj L m* ~.r re « iment »andnotto befurprifed at 

«?« kJ y f° U 7"" *" ^ rPlf ' <«ing<hem, as they were -friend, to 

per make ufe of any expref&onsr* *^~ - rt -' - - • 



A. N). 

CL Did yon know Mr. Difney f 
A. Yes, -like a ci>iid living in Mr. 
Burton's family. 

CL Did you never hear of any ex- 



W: 



the 28th, &c. for the disfiguring of 
Mr. Walker i - 

A. Yes, he did, 

Q- What was thepurpofe of his 
carrying yon to Tottenham's? 

A. He knocked at the door, and 



Tottenham, came out into the paf- 

CLDid they fpeak to yon ? 
A. Yes. 7 

CL What 



A. No. 

Gwr^ Magavock for the crown. 

Q, You are now called upon 

give teitimony on this occaiiun ; 



to 
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Q^ What did they fay, and who 
fpo.ke to you ? . 

A. Mr. Tottenham, who faid 
there was fome gentlemen that I 
might fee there, friends tothe 2 8th, 
and not to be furprifed, as there was 
one of the 27th regiment that would 
be concerned in disfiguring Mr. 
Walkfcr. 

Qi Did any of them require yon 
to be fecret ? * 

A. ye?, Mr. Tottenham told me I 
muft take an oath not to difcover 
any of thofe gentlemen I mould fee 
in the parlour. 

(£. Was spy day fixed at that 
time ? 

A. No. 

Q^ Did any body fwear you ? 

A. Yes. 

Qz. Did they maks yon kifs d*e 
book ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Whoadminiftredthe oath? 

A. Major Difney (looking at the 
trzfoner f ) 

Q± What was you to keep fecret ? 

A. Not to be furprifed, or difcover 
any of thofe gentlemen that I fhould 
fee: if I fhould find them disfigur- 
ing Mr. Walker before the 28th 
regiment had done it. 

Q^ When you had taken this 
tsath did they introduce yon into the 
other room ? 

A. Yes, 

Q^ Did Major Difney go into the 
rcom ? 

A. Yes. 

Q± What wat the fubjefl of con- 
verfation ? 

A. The chief was cattine Mr. 
Walker * 



Q^ In what manner did they men- 
tion it ? 

A. They faid they might meet 
him in the flreet; but did not men- 
tion cutting his ear, 

Q^ How many minutes did you 
fhy with them? 

A. Not very long. 

Q^ Where did you go after ? 



«■•) 

A. Into Mr. Tottenham's kitchen. 

Q- Did any thing pafs in MrJ 
Tottenham's kitchen? 

A. No. 

Q^ Where did you go next ? 

A. To Serjeant Meas's houfe. 

Q*, Was you ever fent for to Mr. 
Tottenham's again ? 

A. No. 

a Was you ever fent for to Mr 

A. I was there feveral times. 

^ Do you know anything of an 
attempt made on Tuefday to disfi- 
gure Mr. Walker? 7 

A. I know three men that flood 
on the parade, intending to meet 
Mr. Wa ker going or coming from 
his ftore, faying, jf they could fee 
him they would lofc their lives but 
they would cut or disfigure him 

Q^ Did you hear them f pe .k of 
that affair on Tuefday? 

A. Yes, they faid they bad miffed 
him, but if they could they would 
meet him next night. 

Q^ Did any of them go ? 

nilt Y " tW ° ° f thCm Went nex * 
Q^ Who were they ? 

A. Coleman^and James Rogers. 
Qi Where did they go ? 

Walker's below, between that and 
Mr. Lamb's. 

Q,, How came they to place them- 
ielves there? 

A. Becaufethey had looked about 
theitores and could not find him. 

a Did they expedt to meet him 
at Mr. Lamb's ? 

At Ifuppofefo. 

Qi. They werexmly waiting ; were 
they armed ? 

. , A. Yes, with fwords, and one with 
a piftoi. 

Qi What drefles ? 

A. Blanket coats. 

Qi Had they any crapes or any 
thing on their faces? 

A. No. 

Qi Did 
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Q^ Did you not fee them ob their 
food? 

A. Yei. 

Q. At what time did you fee tqrm 
Handing to wait for Mr. Walker ? 

A. Before eight o'clock. 

QL Pad you hear them fpeak of 
it next morning ? 

A. Yes, they faid they had teen 
r»im> but could do nothing, as ano- 
ther man was coming behind hiai 
fhortly after I had parted with them; 
they told me they did not attack 
him. 

Q^ Where did thofe people make 
ready to go on this expedition ? 

A. At Serjeant Meas's, 

Q, Who? 
A. Serjeant Rogers, Serjeant 
Meas, Coleman, M'Laughlin, Phil- 
lips, Catties, Rofturne, Daniel Afh- 
man, Thomas Donelly, Ac. 

Q. Thefe people all fet out from 
Mr-Meas's; at what time ? 

A. A little before eight o'clock/ 

Q. What drefles were they in ? 

A. Blanket coats, faces covered 
with black, Coleman with a crape 
over his face, 

Q^ Did you fee thefe people go 
into Mr. Walker's houfe ? 

A. Yes, 

Q^ Who went in firfl ? 

A. Coleman. 

Q^ Did you fee him ftrike Mr* 
Walker ? 

A. Yes, be was the man that gave 
the firfl blow. 

Q You faw Major Difney there ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ How was M<*jor Difuey dref- 
fedf 

A. In along blanket coat, a crape 
over his face. 

Q^ What arms? 

A. A f*ord and a flick. 

Q^ How many more perfons was 
thtrc, beiides thofe that went to 
Serjeant Meas /•' 

A. About feven or eight. 

Q^ And c'o you know from whence 



2 ) 

they fet out ? 

A. No. 

Q^ You did tot hear it {aid ? 

A.. Do not know. 
Jury. Q^ Did Major Difney fpeak? 
how did you know him ? 

A. By his make and every thing 
elfe ; have known him many years, 

Q. Did you fee Major Difoer 
ftrike Mr, Walker ? 

A. Ifaw him draw his fwordout 
and run. 

Q^ How did he carry hi* fword ? 

A. Under his blanket coat under 
his left bread. 

Q^ Did you fee him draw it ? 

A. I faw no fcabbard. 

Q, Did you fee him in tke out- 
ward room in the haH ? 

A. Yes. 

Jury, Q^ Did you know that he 
was to be there ? 

A. No. 

Q. Who gave the wounds to Mr. 
W»fcer? 

A. Coleman, then Rogers. 

Q^ What rcfiOance did Mr. WaN 
ker make i 

A. He endeavoured to make 
through them, Coleman! Rogers, 
and A (h man. 

Q^ What time did Major Difney 
advance with his fword ? 

A. Before he fell; that is before 
I took notice he was fallen. 

Q^ Where did Mr. Walker go 
after the firft blow ? 

A. He went into the next room, 
and went into the corner of the par* 
lour clofe to> the door of the other 
room. 

Q^ Did you fee bim there ? 

A. Yes, I faw him engaged, that fee 
could not make any re&ftaJDce, hav- 
ing received fo many blows. 

Q^ At that time did you fee Major 
Difney ? 

A. No. 

Q. What did Mr. Walker then 
dor 

A- He 
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A. H* moved from thence to the A. Phillips, Caflles and Alhman : 

fireplace. they wee forry a* there woo Id have 

Q^ What made him move to the 'been nomorefakl of the affair, 

fire-place i Q^ Did the blow feem. intended to 

A- I fuppofe they joftled him ia kill ? 

flruggling. A. Yes, and the party thought 

Q^ Whea be was near the fire- they had killed him • 1 h^ard them 

place did you fee him engaged with fay, he's dead, che rafcar was not 



any body ? 

A. I faw John Clark, a blatk- 
finith, ftrike him on the leg witk a 
piece of iron. 

Qi Did that make him fall ? 

A. 1 fuppofe fo, 



Kted. 

Q^ Which way did they go after 
Quitting the houfe ? 

A. They went in three panies,' 
«e towards the parade, another to- 
wards the recollets ftreet, and one 



Q^ You faidyou faw Major Dif- towards the market-place. 
ney advance with his fwonl, did he v Q^ In which party did Major 
" * - * Kfney go ? 



fay any thing I 

A. He might perhaps fay fome- 
thing, but I did not take notice of three 
him, as others fpoke ; I did not po* 
fitively hear him fay any thing. 
; Q^ You faw Major Dtfney ad- 
vance with his f#ord, did he make a 
thraft at him 1 

A. No. 

Q^ You fay you went cm* of the 
loom ; how long didyoa ftay ? 

A . A wort tiawe. 

Q^ Did you return, and what did 
you fee? 

A. 1 faw Rogers cm htm, and 
engaged in cutting off his ear, 

Q_ Did yon foe him cut off his 
car? 

A. Yes I did. 

Q_ Did you hear arm fa? *ny 
thing ? 

A. Nothing particular. 

Q^ Did you imagine Mr. Walker 
was killed when yon quitted the 
houfe ? 

A. Yes we thought fo 

Q^ What made you and them 
thiikfe? 

A. Serjeant Rogers said^ he 



A. I cannot fay which of the 



Crofi Examination* 
- Q^ Was you one of the confuta- 
tion r* 

A. Yes I was. 

Q^ Yon agreed fcn a plan to be 
fare ? 

A. Yes. 

'-Qt I fltouM be glad to know that 
plan ; was it to hVive to cue and dis- 
figure Mr. Walfcer ; was it agreed 
at that plan that hrs ear was to be 
cut off? 

A. No, not at that time. 

Q^ I fuppofe you will give us an 
account of the different ftations you 
were toacl in ? 

A. There was no particular thing 
mentioned at chac time to drive to 
cut and disfigure Mr. Walker. 

Q^ What particular part was, 
every one to have ? 

A. No particular part to each, 
every one to do his beft. 

Q± Pray what part was you to 
act ? " 

A. Was to let Capr. Payne and 



thought he was dead, that he thought Tottenham know if any of the par* 
he had cut his throat, bnt however ty were taken or woutded ia the 
he had his ear. 

Q^ Did you hear any o*e fay they 
were forry he was not dead ? 

A. Yes. 

Qi Who faid fo? 



ty were taken or wout.ded in 
houfe, 

O Did you execute that ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ You mentioned fomething 

about 
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about fomething previous to be ex- 
ecuted, what was that ? 

A. James Roger*, Coleman, Ser- 
jeant Mess and Daniel Amman, 
were tn go on the parade* in order 
to way-lay Mr. Walker coming from 
Lis ftore. 

Q^ How do you know ? 
A. I was on the parade, but not 
with thofe people. 

Q^Did you Hay an the parade all 
thtnme they were there I 
' A. No, I did npt, but I went to 
the houfe where they came when 
they returned, and could not find 
him. 

Q^ The next day was there not 
another plan laid ; were the fane 
nr.cn there ? 

A. No, only two that Ifaw, Ser- 
jeant Rogers and John Co'eman, one 
in one corner and another in ano- 
ther. 
. Q_ How long did they ftay there? 

A. Perhaps half an hour. I was 
at a houfe they came to, and they 
fatd they had. fee n htm, but could 
not attack him as fome perfon was 
coming after. They did not ftay. 
three quarters of an hour. 

Q^ Hew do you know that ? 

A. Becaufc they came to a hoafe 
where 1 was. 

Q^ You faid you was employed 
to carry mefTages irom Mr. Wal- 
ker's houfe to Payne and Tottenham; 
and who appointed you ? 

A. Rogers and Mca;. 

Q. What time of the night was it 
when you-faw'Capt Payne? 

A. A little before eight. 

Q^Wi>at day of the month, year, 
&c. &c 

A. No anfwer. 
, Q^ What year I 

A. About two years ago, but do 
not ' recollect the particulars, as I 
made no memorandum. 

Q^ What hour of the night was 
it f 



A, Little before eight, I thinV, 

Q^ When you carrieM the firft inJ 
telligence toCapt. Payne, had you 
feen thofe people in Mr. Walker** 
houfe I 

A. Yes. 

Q. Pray what part of this tragedy 
hadfeoen acted before you gave this 
information to Cap* Payne ? 

A. They were i« the parlour. . 

Q^ Had Mrs. Walker fed out of 
the houfe before you returned, and 
the others ? 

A. They had all fled. 

Q^ Did you go into the parlour ? 

A. Yes. 

CL Had Mr. Walker gone in ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Had he received any wounds 
before you went. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Had be been knocked down I 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Then it was you went out r 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Before he fell ? 

A. Yes, when he fell. 

Q. What did yo« fay to Payne 
and Tottenham ; 

A. [ told tbem that I bad got into. 
the other reom, and that none of 
the party was hurt or taken. * 

Q^ What diftance of time was it 
before you returned to Mr. Wal- 
ker's ? 

A. A few minutes, not two. 

Q^ Did you fpeak to him, and 
are you pofitive he was there ? 

A. Yes. 

. Q^ When you returned again what' 
was become of Mr. Walker? 

A. He was c loft by the fire-place, 
c£Q*rte overcome. 

Q^ In whafpofition were the reft 
of the people ? 

A. A good many about him, and 
fomc at a ctirtance. 

Q^ What were they doing ? 

A. Ifaw Rogers cut his ear off 
ana the blood run. 

Q± Did 
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Q^ Did he get any blows ? 

A. I faw feveral finite him. 

Q. In what manner did he lay ? 

A. He was not quite down, but 
lying on his fide. 

qT You fay when you returned 
that people were about him, and 
faw Serjeant Rogers cut off his ear ? 

A. He was not quite ftretched 
out. 

Q. Pray in what pofition was Ser- 
jeant Rogers ? 

A. He was (landing over him, 
and took a knife out of his bread 
and cutoff his ear. 

Q^ After you had feen this, ac- 
cording to your description, after the 
ear was cut off did you iee him re- 
ceive any more blows ? 

A, I did not fee any perfon ftrike 
him after that ; it might be. 

Q^ How iong did you ftay there ? 

A. It was only a (hort time. 

Q^ What did you do then ? 

A. I went off as well aa the reft. 

Q^ Did you all go away r* 

A. Yes. 

Q_ And pray how often did you 
go backwards and forwards between 
Mr.' Walker's and Capt. Payne's ? 

A. Twice; the fecond time I 
told him that Rogers had cut off Mr. 
Walker's ear. 

yary.— Q. What was your drefs ? 
A. A blanket coat, a cap and a 
flick. 

Q± Wa« your face black'd? 

A. No. 

Q^ Nor crape over it ? 

A. No; 

Q^ Were your hands black'd ? 

A. No. 

Q^ Were any of the company's 
hands black'd? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Were they all r 

A. No. 

Q/Whofe hands were black'd ? 

A. Thomas Donnally and Rof- 
burne, &c. I am fure the"re were 
fix that had their hands black'd, but 
do not recollect the reft. 
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Q^ In what manner were thefe 
people black'd ? 

A. With grime and greafe. 

Court.-^Q^ If after the ear was 
cut off he returned after coming 
irom Capt. Payne ? 

A. I did return. 

Q^ What porture was Mr. Wal- 
ker in when you returned ? 

A. He was lying on the floor. 

Q^ How long did you (lay after 
that, and the reft of the people; was 
it a minute ? 

A. Yes it was. 

Q. What was the account you 
gave Capt. Payne, &c? 

A. 1 faid.l had feen Rogers take 
his ear off. 

Q^ What reply did Payne make? 

A. Go and get the party .off as 
*foon aj&poffible. 

Q^Did you all go away toge- 
ther i 
. A. As faft as we could get out. 

Q, Did Major Difney ftay all the 
time ? 

A.I don't know whether Major 
Difney (laid all the while. 

Q^ Was he there when you came 
in the firft time? . 

A. Yes, I am fure of that. 

Q^ Was he there the fecond time 
after your giving an account ? 

A, I did not take notice of him at 
that time. 

Q. Before you went out the firft 
time you toli me that Mr. Walker 
had gone into the room, and that 
Mr. Walker had received feveral 
blows, and that Mr. Walker had re- 
ceived a blow from a man with an 
iron bar ? 

A. Yes, to be fure he did ar that 
time and after 

Q^ That you went out after that 
affair to tell Capt. Payne ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Did Mr. Walker receive any 
more blows after receiving the ftroke 
with ttie bar of iron ? 

A. Yes, 

Court, — 0. Was the blow given 
O o by 
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by Clark before or after Major Dif- 
ney advanced with his fword ? 
A. Yes, it w« before. 

Q^ Pray how were the people 
dreffed ? 

A. All drefled in blanket coats, 
only Philip CafUes. 

Q^ How many Canadian gown* 
were there* Did you fee ? 

A. There might be others under 
their blanket-coats ; I took no par- 
ticular notice of any but Philip 
Caftles. 

Q^You did not obferveany others 
♦with Canadian gowns but Philip 
Caitles ? 

A. No. 

Q^ What had Major Difney on ? 

A. A long blanket-coat. 

Q^ You fpoke particularly about 
Rogers, Coleman, and othjjNblackM 
faces, pray was Major Drfney's 
black or white? 

A. A crape over it and fur cap. 

Q^ Pray how was it fattened? 

A. Tucked under his cap. 
, Q^ Did it hang loofe about his 
head ? 

A. No, pretty clofe to his {kin : 
I do not fay positively. 

Q. Did you hear him fpeak to 
any body elfe ? 

A. No, I di'd not hear him. 

jury _Q^ Did you hear one of 
them fpeak ; you named one, who 
was it i 

A. Lieutenant Scott. 

Q^ What did he fay ? 

A. I know what. Let me come 
up and I will teach him. 

Q^ When did that fpeech hap- 
pen ? 

A. It was before his ear was cut 
off. 

Q^ Was it before he received the 
blow with the iron bar or not ? 

A. Before. 

Q^ Did Mr. Scott advance with 
his fword in his hand i 

Am He held it up j it was a broad 



fword. 

Q^ At the time that Major Dif- 
ney advanced how near was you to 
him ? 

A. Not above four feet from him. 
Q_ Did you hrar him make ufe 
of any expreflions ? 

A. He might but I did not hear 
him. x 

Q^ After the whole affair was over, 
and all thefe were retiring, pray 
what o'clock was it ? 

A. I cannot be exact, but am Aire 
it was before nine o'clock. Have no 
watch. 

Court. — Q^Do you know how 
long it was from the beginning of 
the affair until they all quitted the 
houfe ? 

A. It might be a quarter of an 
hour, more or lefs : I think it could 
not be more : I think it was* 

Q^ You faid it was before eight 
of the clock ? 

A t It was before eight o'clock we 
quitted Serjeant Mees's houfe. 

Q^ You could not be long a-going 
to Mr. Walker's houfe ? 

A. No, not very long , but I am 
fure it was not nine before the affair 
was over. 

Q^ You fay Major Difney had a 
long blanket coat, and pulled his 
fword from out of his bread ; you 
faw him ? 

A, Yes, I faw him. 
Q^ Pray what waiflcoat had he 
under it ? 

A. I could not fee, his blanket 
coat doubling over. 

Court.— Q± You fet out from Ser- 
jeant Mees's with the party ? 
A. Yes. 

Q^ Did you fee them dreffing 
themtelves ? 
A. Yes. 

Q^ Why was you the only man 
not difguifed f 
A, Becaufe I was to have no hand 

in 
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in the cutting, but to go backwards 
and forwards. 

Q. Do you fay all that left Ser- 
jeant Mees's were blackt ? 

A. All but two and myfelf. 

Qi After the whole affair was 
over, you fay you divided into three 
parties? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Where did you go ? 

A. I went acrofs the parade, and 
through St. Laurence gate. 

Q^ What became of your party ? 

A. They went out of St. Laurence 
gate fome of them. 

Q^ Where did the reft go ? 

A. Some went one way, fome ano- 
ther, fome ftaid at Mr. Tottenham's. 
' Q^ What became of the other par- 
ties that went to Mr. Frafer's j did 
you know where they went ? 

A. Only that one went one way, 
and an other the other. 

Q^ Pray what became of ycu ? 

A. 1 went to Serjeant Mees's: 
They came in at the Quebec gate, 
then went out at the King's Sore, 
and over ths wall, and then returned 
at a fally-port. 

Qi Was * ne Quebec gate left 
open ? 

A. Yes it was. 

Q^ At this tranfa&ion of the fixth 
December, were you at Serjeant 
Mees's before roll-calling ? 

A. Yes, 1 was there an hoar be- 
fore roll-calling, and returned from 
roll-calling to Serjeant Mees's, ftaid 
there a little, and then went to 
Cafe's. 

Q^Did you ftay ten minutes ? 

A. Ves, between fix and feven 
o'clock. 

Q^ At Cafe's, was that the exact 
time ; anfwer ? 

A. I did not regard exactly the 
time; 1 will not be pofitive ; it 
might want a quarter perhaps. 

Q^ After leaving Cafe's where did 
you go ? 

A. To Serjeant Mees's I fay, 



Q^What road did you take ? 

A. Down by the great church, and 
fo to Mees's. ^ 

Q. So you went no where elffe ? 

A. Np. 

Q. Did you fce Captain Payne at 
Serjeant Mees's ? 

A. Yes, a little before that affair. 

C^ How long had he been in 
town ? 

A. I do not know j he did not 
tell us, nor did I afk. 

Q^ Did you drink together? 

A. There was rum. 

Q^ Who paid for it? 

A. I did not pay for it. 

Q. Was he difguifed, was his 
face blackt? 

A No? 

Q^ What time did you fee Capt. 
Payne ? 

A. We came out much the fame 
time, and Capt. Payne ftaid opofite 
the houfe of one Bellair with a par- 

[Note, Bellair's is oppofite the end 
of Mr, Walker's houfe.] 

Q^ The fecond time you went 
out to give intelligence, was there 
any perfon with them ? 

A. No, not anybody. 

Qi When you crofled the parade 
did you meet any body ? 

A. Yes, one Grub a foldier ; I 
did not take any notice of any per- 
fon but that foldier. 

Q^ Did you fee Capt. Falconer f 

A. 1 did. 

Q^ Who was with him ? 

A. Lieutenant Keough. 

Q^ Were there any foldiers with 
him ? 

A. I did not fee any. 

Q^ What was he doing there ? 

A. Looking about as a guard. 

Q^ Was he one of the party, did 
he know of the fadl ? 

A. J fuppofe they did % 

Q^ How was he dreffed ? 

A. In Blanket coats. 

Q^ How armed ? 

O o 2 A. Mr. 
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At Mr. Keough a fword and long Air might relate a circmnfiance ce 
flick, Captain Falconer a dagger rati** ofpartofMagwocPstefti 

and piftoh , 

Q^ How did he carry thepiftol ? 

A. In hii bread, dagger by his 
fide. 

Q^ After you quitted Mr. Wal- 
ker's houfe, going over the parade, 
did not you run fait ; was you walk- 
ing or running f 

A. I was walking at firft, and then 
I went pretty fmartly. 

Q^ How near were you to Cap- 
tain Falconer ? 

A. 1 went clofe to hi'fti: 



imony. 
Thomas Walker. 
I drank tea at Thomas Lambe*s^ 
Efq; then a magiftrate, on Wednef- 
day evening, and about eight o'clock 
Mrs, Walker fenta fervant afer me ^ 
coming from Mr. Lamb's in the 
narrow part that leads to my houfe, 
I met two men in blanket coats, with 
clubs, who feemed very menacing. 
Mr. Lamb wanted to borrow twq 
volumes of Shakefpear, and fent his 
man after me, fo that nothing hap- 
pened from the fc people that night. 



Jury)— Q± What waiftcoat had he Jamer Cafe, of the z-jth Regiment, for 



on ? 

Oakes)— A. A redone. 
Jury)— Q± Had he a 

neckcloth ? 

0^v;>)— -A. I do not know. 
Court. Q^Where did Captain Payne 
keep the guard ? 

A. At Be I lairds. 

Q_ Did you fee him before you 
went into Mr. Walker's ? 

A. He came out with oa from 
Serjeant Mees's 



the i 
Qi Did you fee people coming 
flock or from Mr. Walker's houie the 6th of 
December, 1764 ? 
A. Yes. 

Q^The fame night? 
A. Yes. 

Q± Which way did they feem to 
be going ? 

A. From Mr. Walker's houfe; be- 
tween eight and nine. 

Q^ Was it befdre or after roll* 



Court Q^Did Captain Payne come calling? 

out with you ? A. There is roll-calling at retreat- 

j\ 9 y es% beating and eight o'clock, but there 

Q_ Did he take guard there at was not that day to my knowledge. 

that time ? ( 

A. Yes hfc did. 

Ju>y— Q^ Where did 
the* meffage to Payne 



you carry 
and Tot- 



tenham ? 

A. Juftat Bellair's houfe. 

Gregory— Q^ Why you faid juft 
jrow that >ou carried ir to Captain 
Payne at Serjeant fleet's. 
! - A. No, I did not; you mi/took 
me. 

j UT y — Q_ Was Major Difneyone 
that hiid his hands brackt ? 



Q^ You guefs the time between 
eight and nine ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ You faw they were running 
as if they were running from Mr.. 
Walker's houfe ? 

A. Yes. 

Q_ How many did you fee ? 

A. Five. 

Q^ Did any body go in purfuit 
of them i 

A. Yes, one Grubb. 

Q^Did you know any of them ? 

A. Simon Evans, Captain Payne, 



A. No, I did not obferve. 

Q You niufl: have obferved when and Rogers. 

he came to prefent his fvvord ? r Q^ Did Payne fay any thing to 

A. No, I did not. you ? 

This Witntfs being difmifed (hi > court- A. Yes, he faid go back again, 

Jelfor the crown defired that Mr * Wal- but he did not, and Rogers cut him 
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on tjie bead with fomething like a Q^ Why ? 

broad fword. J watched Payne and A. Becaufe it was improper for a 

Tottenham into Tottenham's houfe. foldier to lie out of his quarters. 

Q^ Did you fee Magavpck? Q. How near together was it that 

A. Yes, that night J parted wkfr you left the houfe ? 

fcim at feven or eight o'clock at my A. About a minute. 

houfe. Q^ Where did Magoyock go? 

Q^ Where did he go ? A. Intending tq go for his qoar- 

A- Icanpottell. ters. 



Q^ Did he fay any tfiing about 
^is bulinefs ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ What did he fay ? # . 

A. You will hear Fc teething re- 
jnarkable between this anfi next 
rooming. 

Q. Did he Fay any thing about 
Mr. Walker 2 

A, PJ6, only that a great event 
would happen. 

Q^ What time did he come ? 

A, Between fix and feven o'clock; 
and was with me about an hour. 

Q^ Did yoo fee Major Difney that 
evening ? • 

A. No, cannot fay it is him; two 
people crofted the parade, one tall, 
the other a little man, about half 
after eight. 

Q. Who were thofe people; do 
you know them ? 

A. Neither was Major ' Difney. 
Onea tall man, the other a little man. 
Crojs Examination. 

Q^ Pray what condition was Ma- 
govock in when he came to your 
houfe ; was he drunk ? 

A, He was not very drunk. 



Qi What ftreet d'd you live in; 

was it in the ibeet Colonel Chrirtie 
lived ? 

A Yes. 

Q. When he left your houfe did 
he go down that ftreet towards the 
river ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where did you go when you 
parted with Magovock i 

A. To the recoiled ftreet : but 
flopped to talk with onejohnfoninj 
the way, then went down directly 
to the parade. 

Q^ When you came to the parade 
what did you-fee? 

A. I met them crying, flop them, 
ftop them, they have killed a mer- 
chant : And met Payne, Evans, and 
Rogers. 

Q^ How long was you coming 
from your quarters to the parade? 

A. About three quarters of an 
hour. 

Court Q^ How do you know the 
time; in what manner did you di- 
vide your time ? 

A. By guefs. 

Q^ When Magovock afked to lie 



Q± What do you call drunk; was tn your houfe, do you think if vou 



he able to ftand ? 
A. Yes. 

Q^ To walk ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Was he able to go about bu- 
finefs * 

A. Yes. 

Q^ What time was it that he left 
your houfe ? 

A. About half after feven o'clock, 
Magovock aflced me if he might lie 
in my houfe, 1 told him no. 



had con fen ted he would have gone 
to bed immediately ? 

A. No ! The nv*n was fenfible 
enough. 

Henry Mertz 9 fattier of the Royal Ame- 
ricans^ for the crown* 
Q. Did you fee any perfon the 
night of the afiault going ;oor com- 
ing from Mr. Walker's? 

A. The evening, about eight or 
nine, I met a number of difguifed 
perfom, fome blackt, fome in blan- 
ket 
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blanket coats ; bat thought that 
they were going on fome frolick : 
did not much mind them. 

Q^ Where were they going, to- 
wards Mr. Wajker'i? 

A. Yes towards. 

Q, Did you know them ? 

A. I did not know them all, but 
feme or them. 

Q_ Wpo did you know r 
A. J-hn Mees, Coleman, and 
Daniel Aihman* 

Q^ Where did you meet them ? 

A. Juft in the main ftreet, at the 
end of a little ftreet that leads to 
Mr. Walker'*, near to a tavern that 
Mr. Murray keeps. 

Q^ Did you know any body elfe ? 

A. No. 



Q^ Was that fally-port open t 

A. Yes, it was open at a little 
after nine o'clock. 

Q^ Who did you fee with Daniel 
Athman ? 

A. Serjeant Mees, Then I afked 
Afhman what they had been about, 
having heard fomething of the affair; 
he faid I believe we have done for 
Mr. Walker. 

Q^ You did not fee Major Difney 
in that groupe of fourteen or fifteen ! 

A. No, not to my knowledge. 
Cro/s Examination. 

Q_ You did not fpeak to Ma- 
govock ? 

A. No. 

Q^ How did you know it was he ? 

A. Having drank with him very 



Q. Was Major Difney there of often, according to his fize, &c. fo 



that party i 
A. No. 

Q^ Did you fee Magovock there ? 
A. ldid fee a man like Mago- 
vock, with a blanket coat, and a 
flick in his hand. 

Q^ You had known Magovock 
before this? 
A. Yes. 
Q^ Howbng? 
A. Three or four years. 
Q._ You was well acquainted with 
his person ? 

A. Yes : and to t e beft of my 
Opinion he was one of the party. 

Q. Thofe perfons that you knew 
again had they difgujfes on their 
h'.adi? 

A. Daniel Afhman had cot, 
Q^ Did you fpeak to thern > 
A. Yes, 1 fpoke :o Amman. 
Q^ What did he fry? 
A. N^ver you mind it. 
Q^ Did nothing elfe pafs between 
you and Amman ? 
A. Not at that time. 
Q^ Did ) ou fee him again ? 
A. Yes, 1 faw him af er. 
Q^ Where did you fee him? 
A. At a little fally-port by the 
governor's houfe. 



knew it was him. 

Jury. Q_Had he any thing remark- 
able to the reft ? 

A. No. 

Q^ You did not fee his face ? , 

A. No. 

Q^ Nor hear him fpeak ? 

A. No. 

Counfl for the Crown. 

Q_ Some of them had crapes over 
their faces ? 

A. Yes, fome of them : Afhman 
had no:, Coleman had Something 
black, or a crape over his face. 

Q_ How near was you to them ? 

A. Half the breadth of the ftreet. 

Q^ Could you know their features 
notwithstanding their faces being 
blackt and dliguifed ? 

A. No, being moon-light. 

^T'he counfelfor the crown not thinking 
any more evidence necejfary, refted the 
matter here, and the counfel for tht 
prijoner open&d his defence as follows : 

N. B» There were three gentlemen of 
counfel for the priibher, Mi. Gregory, Mr. 
-Morrifon,and Mr. Antilt. 

The PRISONER'S defence. 

Counfel for the Prifoner. 
Afterthe long evidence laid be- 
fore 
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fore the court, and from the vaft A. About 
contradictions of things tfrat inter- hour, 
'fere with each other, I think that 
nothing ought to be refted on that 
evidence : But as it is a crime fo 
below a foldier, and for fear iheleaft 
fully, fhould remain on my client, 
T will take up a little time, and 
hope I fhall be able to take that 
away, that he had the lead hand ia 
it. I believe no roan can look on 
fuch a crime with more contempt 
than I do, &c. 

We fhall call a few evidences- 
Madam Landrit<ves for the prifoner f as 

interpreted by afworn interpreter, 

Q^ Do you remember fome time 
in the month of December, the 
fixth, being at a ball at Do&orRo- 
bertfon*s? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ What time of the day did you 
go ? 

A. At four o'clock, 

Q^ Did you fee Major Difney ? 

A. Yes ? 

Q^ What time did he come there ? 

A. At Ave, or half after Eve. 

Q^ What time did Major Difney 
flay there ? 

A. All the evening. 

Q^ What time did he go away i 

A. Between three quarters after 
nine and ten. 

Q^ Did Major Difney go but of 



three quarters of an 



Qj Did Major Difney drink tea ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ After having drank tea what 
did you do? 

A. We play'd at blind-man's-buff, 

Q^ How long did that laft ? 

A, Perhaps half an hour. 

Qi After that did you dance t 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Did Major Difney dance ? 

A. Yes ! with me. 

Q^ How long did you dance ? 

A. Till fupper. 

Q^ What hour? 

A. Half after eight or three quar- 
ters. , 

Q^Did Major Difney dance all 
the time till fupper? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Did Major Difney fit down to 
fupper ? 

A. Yes, next to me. 

Q^ How long did you fit at fup- 
per r\ 

A. Till we heard the news that 
fome people had ill-treated MrJWal- 
kerat his houfe. 

Q^Did Major Difney flay at table 
till that time ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ What time did he go atfay 
from thence ? 

A. A man came from General 



the room from the ti-me he came in. Burton for Major Difney ; becaufe 



till he went away ? 

A. No. 

Q^ Could he go out without your 
knowledge f 

A. No. 

Q^ How did you pafs your time ? 

A. At half after four we began 
to boll raelaflTes, or make tire. 

Q^ Major Difney, was he there ? 

A. Yes ! and play M a great many 
pranks with me. 

Q^ What did you next ? 

A. We drank tea. 

Q^ How long did the boiling of 
the melaffe* laft ? 



the officers were called on that occa- 
fion. 

Q^ About what time was that ? 

A. About ten and half after. 

Q^What became of Major Difney? 

A. He- went away. 

Croft Examination. 

Q^ Madam, were your eyes fixt 
on Major Difney from fix o'clock to 
half after nine ? 

A. No. I had ihem not mors 
fixed on Major Difney than any 
other perfon. 

Q^ Did you play at cards t 

A. No, 

Q, Did 
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Q^ Did yoo go out at »oy time i A 



) 



No, it is not poffible. 

A. Yes, I was abfent about five Q^ Who did Major Difney dance 

minutes ; I left Major Difney in the with ? 

houfe, and found him there on re- A. Madam Lantfrieves. 

turn, at three quarter's after eight- Q L What was the reafon Major 

Q^ Did you icok at your waich Difney left the houfe ? 

when you went out and returned, to A. For the affair of Mr Walker; 

know five minutes ? there came a foldier to fetch him. 



A. No. But 1 faid five minutes, 
thinking that was more than the time 
I took. 



Q^ From whom ? 
A. General Barton. 
Q^ At what time were 



Q. Was you never abfent but that formed of that affair ? 



they in- 



one time ? 

A. No. 

Q^ You are very fure you left him 
and found him on return ? 

A, Yes, very Jure. 

Q^ Was there any alteration in 
Major Difney's drefs or appearance 
from the time you went when you 
returned ? 

A No, he feemed }uft as frefh, 
and feemed to be as com p« fed. 

Q^ How were the company em- 
ployed in the time of your abfence ? 

N. B. A. They were fitting round 
the rtove till the table was laid, &c. 

Mrs. Campbell, for tht prifoner, 

Q^ Do you remember where you 
fpent the evenipg the night the at- 
tack was made on Mr. Walker I 

A.Yes. 

Q± Where ? 

A. At Mr. Robertfon's, 

y Q^ What time did you go * 

A. Ha'f after three or four o'clock. 

Q^ Did you fee Major Difney ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ What time <iid he come ? 

A. Between half after four and 
five* 

Q^ When did he leave it? 

A. Between three quarters after 
nine and ten. 

Q^ Did he flay there during the 
whole time ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Without going out ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Do you think it poffible that 
Major Difney could be abfent with- 
out your knowledge ? 



A. By the foldier that came oa 
the part of General Burton, at nine 
o'clock. 

Q^ Beforeor after fopper? 

A. We were juft at table. 

Q^ Was it before or after fuppci* 

A. We were at fupper. 

Q^ Did you know it before fup- 
per ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Who informed you ? 

A. Mr. Howard. 

Q_ Was Major Difney at fupper 
at that time when Howard inform- 
ed you? 

A. He\.w*««'" 

Q^ Hai Major Difney beenabfent 
at all during the whole of coming 
in an4 ^oingaivay ? 

A No. 

Q_ Was you abfent during the 
time ? 

A. No, 

Q^ How did you pafs the time 
that evening ? 

A. Firft, making tire, then blind- 
man's-buff, after that danced. 

Q^ How long ? 

A. Juft till half after eight; till 
fupper. 

Q^ Who danced with you ? 

A. Mr. Robertfon. 

Crofs Examination. 
Q^ What reafon did you regard 
Major Difney fo that he could not 
go out without your knowledge ? 

A. There were fo few in com- 
pany that M-jor Difney could not 
be abfent without my knowledge ? 

Q^Did 
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Q^ Did you never* leave the room 
to go into another? ( 

A. Yes.' • "/' '■' 

Q^ About what rime ? 

A. About half after foui Or five* 

Q^ The only time ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ How many couple werfe ther6 
dancing ? 

A. Five couple. 

Q^ Was the whore' 1 company tfa^ 
ployed ? 

A- No, one lady did not dance. 

Q. Did you dance till fupper ? ., 

A, Yes. 



(Ibid Major Cifney dance the with? 
whole time i 



' ^'Wfthk abfent ffott yoor houfc 
from the time be came to yourhoufb 
to that time? 

A. He was not abfent bat twd or 
three minutes, from five o'clock to*' 
that time. * - : 

Q^ How did you fp end j>onr time P 

ATMaking tire, then pfay'd biirid- 
Wan's-buff, then danced, then tit i 
little fupper. 

Q± if after vou began tjiofe 
things Majbr Dlfrttfy Wai of your 
party? ■ * 

A. Yes. 

CL Who did Major' Difney dance 



A, Yes. 

(^ Whether J.n the dances the 
whole company were employed in 
dancing all the whole time ? 

A. Yes. 



A. Madam Landfteve*. 
Q^ Who did you dance with * 
A. Mrs. Campbell. 
Q^ Pray do you kdow the reaftm 
of his going away when he did ? 
A! An orderly ferjeant, or foWJer, 



Q^ Did any of them fit down from General Burton, carte 



fometimes ? 

A. They were fbc» few. 

Q^ What dances ?' 

A. Englifh country-dances. 

Q^ Were they all employed ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ At what time did you £eg!ti * 

A* Half after feveri. 
Mr. Robert/on \ for the prifofsr; 

Q^ Do you recoiled Where you 
fpent your evening 6th December, 
1764?' 

A. Yes I at my own houfe. 

Q^ What company had yOU with 
you? 

A. Captain Carapbejl and his 
Lady, Captain Evans and his Lady, 
Mrff.Landrieves, Mrs. .Howard, Mrs. 
.White, fyfajor Difneyi my wife and 
myfelf. 

Q^ Was Major Difney there ? 

A. Yes. . 

Q^ What time "did he come ? 

A. About five o'clock. 

Q^ What hour did he leave your 
houie ? 

A. Abput three quarters after nine 
o'clock. 



Q^ f>id he mention the r*afon ? 

A. I don't recollect. 

Q^ Did you hedf before th*tf of 
any accident happening to Mr. 
Walker ? 

A. VesI did, about half An hour 
before that time. \ 

Q^ From the time Major Uifney 
came to your hdufe*, till the time he 
left ir, did you quit your houfe* ? 
, A. No : I ftaid there all the time. 

Q^ Do you recollect any lady fee- 
ing abfent for about four or fivfe 
fninutes ? 

A. Yes, Mrs. Howafd, Mrs. 
Landrieves, and Mrs. White. 

Q^ Was Major Difney abfent 
from that time ? 

A. No, he was not abftfnt daring 
the whole time. 

Cro/s Exdmlnaiion. 

Q^ Major Difney was in company 
at yQur houfe fur four or five htfurs 
together ? 

A. Fronl half after five till ten. 
"Q^ Did he not go Out of your 
houie till tbat affaif ? . 

A. No. The perfon that came 
P p told 
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told him that General Burton want- 
ed him* t „ . , 

(^ You did not obferve whether 
he was abfent for a fmall fpacc of 

A, I did not obftrve : bat he 
might be abfent for a minute. 
(V Whether have you a memory 



; 

CL Major Difney, was he there •' 

A. Yes. 

Q^ How long did he continue ? 

A. £ faw him there as long a? I 
ftaid. 

Q± How long did you ftay ? 

A. Till a qnarter after eight, then 
went out to my own houfe, then re- 



O. Wnetner nave you m mcrauiy went out iu mj uwuuouitj wtu it- 
thune was abfent, or only meant to turned in about four or five minutes. 



fay that you think he was ? 

A. I don't know that he was. , 

Q^ Did you ever mifs him irom 
the company I 

A. No. 

Q^ But he might be r 

A. No. . 

Q. You was there the whole time ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Did you go out of the room 
ino any other part of the houfe ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Did you ever leave the com- 
pany any part of the time ? 

A. No never, but the company 
changed rooms. 

Qk is it ufual for you to take 
fuch particular notice of the com* 
pany i 

A. There was fo fmall a company 
that none of them could be abfent 
without my knowledge. 

Q^ What hour did you begin to 
dance ? 

A. About feven o'clock. 

Q. How long did you continue 
dancing ? 

A. Till fupper. I am pofitive 
from the time, that Major Difney, 
or any one elfe, could not quit the 
room till fupper, without my know- 
ledge. 

Mrs. Howard, for the prifoner. 

Q^ Where did you fpend the eve- 
ning, Thurfday, iixth December, 
.1764? 

A. At Mr. Robertfon's. 

Q^ What time did you go there ? 

A. About five o'clock, or fooner. 

Q^ What company was there ? 

A. Madam Robertfon, Madam 
Campbell, Madam Evans, Madam 
Landiieves, &c. 



Q^ Major Difney, was he there 
when you returned ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ Who went with you ? 

A. Madam Landrieves and Mrs. 
White. 

Q^ Did you fee any alteration in 
his drefs or manner when you re- 
turned ? 

A. No, none. 

Q^ Pray do you remember bow 
Major Difney was drefled * 

A. Plain, fcarlet coat with yellow 
lappels. 

Q^ Have you feen that Major 
Difney quitted the houfe after your 
return till he went away ? 

A. No. 

Q^ Was it poffible that Major 
Difney could quit the houfe from 
your return, till he was fent for ? 

A. No, it was not poffible. 

Q^ How did you pafi the evening t 

A* Making Tire. 

Q^ Who danced with you I 

A. Captain Evans. 

Q^ Who with Major Difney I 

A. Madam Landrieves. 

Jofepb Cafe. 

Q^ Was you fent by General Bur- 
ton 10 fetch Major Difney ? 

A. I was fent by General Bur* 
ton. A number of merchants came 
to General Burton and toid him fuch 
an affair had happened. The Ge- 
neral comes to me and faid, Cafe, 
put on your hat, and run to Major 
Difney, give my compliments to him, 
andteilhim I want to fpeak with 
him. Not to come without him. I 
went to his houfe, not at home: the 

fcrvant 
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fervant told me he believed he was times for ftealjng : Well known by 

gone toa dance, and believed to Mr. feveral merchants when he^ was 

Robertfon's, made the man take his- draughted. Mr. Duncan mentioned 

hat and go with me: Then went to particularly Magovock as a good 

Madam Landrieve's ; he was not for nothing fellow. 

tfeete ; then went to Mr. Robertfon'a Jacob Moran, Sergeant-major, to the 

three fervants were Handing at the 

door, Talked if Major Difney was 

there, the fervants faid he had been ning of 1758 

there all the evening. 

Q^ What time was it you was 
there ? 



cbarader o£ Magovock 
I have known him fince the begin* 
ing c 

Q^ What was his character ? 
A, A man of a very bad character; 
has been flogged for feveral crimes ; 



A. I believe about half after nine have heard that he deferred once ; 

of the clock. I told the Major, who that he ufed to fteal fometimes ; 

did not Hand to afl^ any qqeftions, 1 can give none but a bad character 

but took his hat and walked all the of him. 
way ^before, with a plain fuit of 
cloatb's and a laced hat, his hair friz- 



cd, not the leaft difordered. 

Q^ Was you a foldiet at that 
time ? 

A* Yes, in the 27th regiment. 

Mrs. Ermatinger fir theprifintr. 

Q^ Da you recoiled being at Mr# 
Walker's after the affair I 

A. Yes. 



Fdrrel to bis character. 

Q^ £ray do yotf know George 
Magovock ? 

A. Yes. 

Q^ How long ? 

A. Since the Year 1754: well 
acquainted in Ireland. 

Q^What is his general, character? 

A. I never knew a good one, al- 
ways a bad one ; he was aUays a 



Q^ Had you any conversation at forfworn man and thief in the royal 

regiment, a man not to be credited, 
and told a ftory of his lifting, and 
(wearing he was an Englifti altho* 
an Irifhman &c. 

End of the prifoner*s evidence* 

After the prisoner's counfil bad clef- 
edthe evidence in bis defence* the At* 
torney-General made a reply, to nearly 
the following purport, but lefs fully and 
with lefs 'warmth* 

■ May it pleafe your Honour > and 
you, Gentlemen of the fury , 

* I beg leave to trouble you with 

few obfervations upon the evi- 



that time with Mr. Walker, touch- 
ing the knowledge of thofe that 
committed the affair? 
. A. Somebody aflced Mr- Walker 
if he knew any perfon : his anfwer 
was, that he did npt ; bat believed 
that he knew Lieutenant Scott, by 
the figure and manner of his cloatha ; 
but only prefumed. 
Mr, Samuel M'Kay, of the Royal Ame* 
r icons to the character of Magovock. 
Q^ Do you know George Mago- 
vock ? 
A. Yes, 



Q^Pray how long did you know dence that has been produced in the 

prisoner's defence. This defence 
leerns to confift of two parts ; the 
one Is an attempt to prove that the 
prifoner was engaged in, company at 
Dr. Robenfon's houfe, during the 
time of the aflault upon Mr. Wal- 
ker, and consequently that he could 
not be pre lent at it ; the other is ^n 
endeavour to difcredit the witnefs 
Pp 2 Ma* 



him ? 

A. Ever fince he came over; think 
h was iu 175$* He was drafted. 
He was in th% fame company I com- 
manded. 

Q_ What is his general character : 
do you think he is a man that can 
be taken for his oath ? 

A* He has been flogged feveral 
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M»govocJc* \f ftggefUng thajthere neaed and unacquainted! with each 
are coqtradic*liops in bis evidence, : other, as well as with the prifoaer. 
and by making him pafs For a msm This wobld be a proof of an alibi 
of a bap 1 general thaj-acler: . Thi«r that would dtferve eonfrderabT©- re- 
J'think is (he plan and fuoitance of! gard. Thos, -if Captain £>ilhey 
the defence, v bad been froved to be at -Quobecy 

r As to the J/ft part of tWrtle*. which is |So miles diftant f*o» 
fence, jhe presence of the pHfoncr Montreal, at the time of com mi Wing 
at another place, 1 muft begin by thit aflaufh, 1 or within a rew4ioor% 
obf rvioj> that it is always looked' or half a day; af that tiriie,i-*wT 
Mpon as sheVorfl and wcakefl kind this, not by one* or two friends, «*fco 
oTevidence that can be made ofi? of ifcouldfay thatthry few aim tltrVe 
in the defence of an •ecafed^effeny that day in, private, but bywitneffesv 
and is feidom allowed to have any Aathad no particular acquaitat- 
weight in oppofition to a pofirive atic* with hirtr, and whoihould tef-* 
charge, fupported by witnefles bt tify that they Caw him at pjme pub< 
credit : And this for a very .obvious Uck place tfiert, as, for examcWo, oa 
reafon, becaufe it is the feafieft of any the parade exarcifing thefoMiers, e# 
fort or evidence to be contrived by on the market>pface, or at dialer 
jhe friends of the prifoner 1A order wi<h a numerous company at fak* 
to fave him, if thw are. perfpns, as governor's taWe? and if the. wit* 
top ofttp is, the we, whole atHKh- nefTes who had fworn this ihooid 
mem to hW welfare will lead them likewife tfett you io what camfe or 
to tranfgtefs tjie bounds of \Xaty rrf particular ci^umti«cts«***ai ow«g 
his behalf. To make this kiittfof that the^eoild remember their Jtfv- 
evideneeio any degree fatisraftbty, ing feen h mi there cm the day of 
it is n^cefla/y that feverart ttron^ this aflault, when they, probably 
circumftapces fhould concur. The are hot &bh to r«eolle&«n whatday 
witnelfes, who teflify the presence of they Aw -aim Tmmediatery before, 
.the prifoner at another place at the or immediately after, if: — S«ch a 
time of the commiflion.ot* the ctitrrei teiHmony woahi reaHy be import* 
ought to bepeifcnsofundouirre.dxre* ant, and might perhaps dekrve to 
die free fro hi" any coone^iens* with fce'fet ia opposition th tf*e pofidwe 
the prffoner (whether of kindred; or evidence of the WitnerTw frifbp^porc 
friendship, or intereil of any kind) of the ekarge.*— B^t fcow differ**; 
that may* in the I e aft tend tobiafi **<*« tfris- ts the alibi «**i tekep chat 

them in his favour; the place aft you have heard ! Thiro* Ja&cs 

which they faw him ought to be far and Dr. Robertfoo, h»ave *o4d you 
diftant from that where the crime .that Captain DifneyfpwH fbe vfter- 
was committed, fo far diftant ttoat hoonani everting wiA them acDr. 
ft fhould be impoffible, or iiext t« Robertfon'a houfe in Montreal, oat 
impoflible, for a man to go from one two hundred yards diitant frt>na Mr, 
place to the ether in the time bet- Warker 1 * hoitffc. Two of ifcofe 
twi>eh the comrniffiqn Of the crime Jadies, Mrs. Howard and Mrs. Canap- 
and 'his being feen at the other place: bell, are the wfves of two aF the 
This place ought*likewife to be a priibpers «o^ in ctrftody ft>r fhw af- 
public pfjee, wnsre people wlxo have for i arifi the latter i* Wkewife the 
noperfojial acquaintance with each daughter of another of thoie pri fon« 
other meet by accident, 3td the : ep. T%e o^hei- kdy, Wis. i*aud- 
terfons who atteft <he having feen rieve» t h a very intimate -acqaain- 
im there fljould be perfpris ^uncon- tance and friend of Captain Diiftey's. 



n 
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And Dr. Robertfon has given ftreng 
proof* of his eager defire togerboth 
*ht; and all other prifon*rs for this 1 
affair difcharged, and has gone much' 
greater lengths for thispurpofe than 
the mere love of jufHce and a con- 
cern for accufed perfons, apprehend- 
ing to be innocent, ufually carries 
men to; he has, fince the chief- 
joftfc* has been jn the town holding 
the (etfions of the' fupreme-conrt, 
been bufily exereifirig Ms office of a 
jotice of pesce with refpefl to chi* 
affair, by taking depositions relating 
fo it. 1 leave it to him to explain, 
or to you to conjefture, whether he 
could kave any other deflgn in dotng 
fo, than to influence* in a xlandef- 
tine manner, the minds of Men i*i 
favour of thefe prifoners, by letting 
up a parcel of private evidences 
taken thas before him, in opposition 
both to that which fliouldbe offered 
to trie grand -jury and to tnarw&fefc 
ihoukl *be- given here pubfickly^in 
co*rt before you,' Gentlemen, in 
fnpport of the profecution. - One 
tot the fcrfbns whom he has thus ex- 
amined, has fine* made oath before 
ihe chkf-jutbice, in my prefence, 
ihtt fee htfs been thus examined, 
upon oath, by thJs very' zealous 
magistrate. Such, Gentlemen, art 
the witnefles : -that are brought to 
tfnppomhW'alibi, \. 
- * GenM«****Vthefe wicne&s ha*e 
not told you to what particularcir- 
tiumtfaAoe >ir is awing that they re- 
member foexadtty the wanner in 
whit? t&ey fpent iheir time «» fhe 
6ch of December, 1764;* without 
which it mull needs appear itrange 
that they fl)»ul4 remember it foex- 
a&ty. Can trt*y nil where asd in 
whar*ompahy, a&d in what manner 
•hey fpent their time on the 3th of 
December, 1^765, or even on the 
otfh of kit December, though only 
thpee irtonrhs paft ? Or can you, 
getnlemen> tfepfe of you that Wie*e 
then i'n Montreal, remembei*dillin6|. 
ly where Mid how you fyent your 
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afternoon and evening on that very 
fame 6& of DSCftmber, 1764? Ifyod 
canno*, is it not fomewhat iurprifing 
that the fe witneffei ftould b« tfbie» 
to do it fo exactly, without fomo'par-' 
ticular circumftance to induce them 
to take notice at die time, of food' 
after, of the manner -in whicfc they* 
fpeht that day t this circumftanco 
I (hoaW bane been glad to be^inv 
formed of.^— Was it that they fafyecl- 
ed that Capf. Difney, or ftjjr. Mdw« 
ard, or C*(K. Campbell, or Mr* Si- 
mon Evans k * or . any other perfon ia 
that company at Dr. Robertfon's; 
would ever be accuied or quefttoned 
about ^ this snTadlt upon Mr. Wafc 
ker ? — Such an, early fitfpicion, 
gentlemen, would, in my opinion,' 
have been no fmallprefumptioti 4hat 
fome of that company were goilty 
of it. What other o&eje&ore W 
form concerning the eaufe of their 
remembering fo well the manner 
and company in which they fp*dt 
that day i know not. *Tis eencaia 
tbey feawhelp'd ua to no-othor. * 

* But, p*nfknieni either things \% 
their evidenoe affewd matter of fur*- 
priae. They not only remember of 
what peri on 1 the company confined, 
and bow they fpent their time, but 
declare that they are -confident that 
Captarn D'cfney was prefcne in the 
company daring. the whtiie ume that 
each of themislm was pwfen* there, 
though that timo was dear itvt 
hour*. < 

* Gentlemen, this bold affertion 
ideferves to be examined, in order 
that you may fatty understand it, 
andatiign to « ks proper degree o¥ 
credit, which I believe youwill judge 
«o be butlittle. * It may be unders- 
tood in two different fenfiw ; Ft 
may moan ertasr that thefe witoeffeq 
had th*ir eyes continually fixed epoq 
Captain 3ifney, fo that be never 
was out oi their fight and obfervaiioh 
during the whole five h^*urs, whicJ^ 
woold indued be a pofitive^ffirtkm 
abfol-ut-eiy incsR&lient wi-th ttit 

charge; 
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charge ; or it may mean that they 
did not indeed keep the prifoner 
continually in their fight donng that 
whole time, bat only that they faw 
him there at feveral different times 
during their being together, and 
that they did not mifs him or obferve 
that he quitted the company during 
that whole time ; and therefore that 
they, by inference, conclude that he 
did not quit it, because, if he had 
done fo, they think it highly pro- 
bable that they ma ft have taken 
notice of it, *Tis in this latter 
fenfe the evidence of thefe witnefles 
jouft he taken : The other is too 
>old, or rather defperate, a kind of 
evidence for any people to deliver 
in a court of juilice with any ex- 
pectation of being believed : And 
accordingly you mod have obferved, 
Gentlemen, that when the firft wit- 
»efs was afked whether me had her 
eyes fixt continually upon Csptain 
Pifney daring the whole time (which 
ihe muft have faid if me had meant 
pofitively to affirm that he was there 
the whole time) fhe readily anfwered 
that the did not keep her eyes thus 
continually fixt upon him, but that 
ihe faw him there very often, and 
never obferved that he left the com- 
pany, which me (ays {he could not 
but have done if he had ever left 
them, becaufe the company was but 
final] : And the other witnefles an- 
fwered in the fame manner. Now 
this is not a pofitivc aflertion that 
Captain Difney was there all the 
time : It is only a negative propo- 
rtion, or a declaration that they did 
not obferve him to leave the com- 
pany in all that time, which is a 
very different thine. For, Gentle* 
tren, this declaration, that they ne- 
ver obferved him leave the company, 
may be true, and yet the inference 
they would draw from it, that he 
ne\er left it, may not be fo : He 
may hare left the company more 
than once, and they not have ob- 



ferved it, efpeeially for fo fmall a 
time as rive or fix minutes, which is 
fofficient for his attending a tranf* 
ailion that happened only at the di- 
fiance of two hundred yards from the 
place where the company wasaflem- 
bied. And, therefore, Gentlemen, 
the evidence of thefe witnefles, fop- 
pofing it to be ftriclly true, does not 
pofitively prove the prifoner's alibi, 
but only gives room for a probable 
inference in fupport- of it ; which 
being but a preemption, ought not 
to be fet in oppofitioa to the pofitive 
teft mony of three witnefles in fup- 
port of the charge againft him. 

* But, Gentlemen, we may go ftiU 
further. This evidence of the pri- 
foner's alibi is not even a very ftrong 
prefumption. For where is the great 
improbability of a perfon'sabfenting 
himfclf once or twice from a com<» 
pany of eleven perfons (which was 
the number aflembled at Dr. Ro- 
bertfon's) for a Qiort fpace of time, 
fuch as. five or ten minutes, without 
being obferved by the other perfons 
in the company, and that too with 
fuch particular attention that they 
(hall be able to recollecl it a long 
time after? — Such a want of obfer- 
vation of the motions of the reft of 
the company, as not to recollecl 
fuch little abfences of fome one of 
■them, is furely by no means uncom- 
mon, 

* Gentlemen, I appeal to your- 
felves, whether when you happen to 
be in a company of a dozen of people 
for five hours together, who are met 
together for the fake of mirth and 
aroufemeot, yon are apt to watch 
each perfon in the company fo very 
carefully that yon can fafely declaie 
afterwards, upon oath, which of them 
abfented himfelf from the company 
for a liitle while, and which did not, 
and canbefure that during the whole 
time fuch or fuch a particular perfon 
of the company never left it, even 
for the fpace of five or ten minutes? 

Gen- 
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GentlcmcBjisitypurcuftom to watch her in the xrofs- examination. But 



your company fo narrowly ? I be- 
lieve I may fay that it is not. — And 
in the prefent cafe is not the diffi- 
culty of obferving and remembering 
thefe particulars encreafed by the 
variety of paftimes with which this 
company amufed themfelvei ?— 
They were not all the while en- 
gaged in parties at cards, or in 
dancing, in which cafe they might 
perhaps obferve what became of their 
partners and others engaged at play 



when the did declare it, I make no* 
doubt, Gentlemen, that you obfer- 
ved the great importance of it. Gen- 
tlemen, it tends to nothing lefs than 
to make her evidence and that of 
Mrs. Howard (who was abfent with 
her for that little time) I fay it tends 
to nothing lefs than to make the evi- 
dence of both thefe witnefles (ad* 
mitting it all to be ftriclly true) 
of little or no effect in fupporting 
the prifoner'a alio*. For obferve 



with them : But they fpent part of only the time of this abfence. This 

the time in making fyrup, part of witnefs and Mrs. Howard have both 

it in dancing, part of it in drinking of them told you that it happened 

tea, and part of it, Gentlemen, about three quarters of an hour after 

(which is worthy your attention) eight o'clock, that is, as near as can 

in playing at blind-man's-buff. Can be judged, at the very time of the 

they be fuppofed, during all thefe aflault committed upon Mr. Walker, 

different amufements to have been fo Juft at this critical time they left 

very watchful of each other ? They th* company and went to Mrs.Haw- 

ihould at leaft have excepted thole ard's houfe for a table-cloth, leav- 

parts of the time they were playing iog the company employed in no 

at blind-man's-buff, during which common am ulement, fuch as cards, 

they a&ed the part of the blind-man. or dancing, that might require the 

■ Gentlemen, I could not but ad- prefence of them all, but fitting 



mire the rapidity and pofitivenefs 
with which fome of thefe witnefTes 
delivered their evidence, particularly 
the firft witnefs. The anfwer was 
ready a I molt before the queftion was 
pronounced. I believe (he never re- 
peated her creed or her catechifm 
more readily or nimbly. She told 
you the exact time at which each 
different amufement began, as rea- 
dily arid prtcifely as if fhe had been 
reading an account of them from 
the minutes of that afternoon's en* 
tertainment taken down at the time. 
One thing only efcaped her uncom- 
mon memory, till Ihe was induced 
to recoiled* it, by a pofitive Queftion 
put to her concerning it. This was 



round the Hove till thefupperfhould 
be ready : They ft aid away fome 
little' time, which they think was 
aboat five minutes, and then re* 
turned to Dr. Robertfon's. Gentle- 
men, thit time of their abfence may 
not improbably be a good deal more 
than five minutes — perhaps a quar- 
ter of an hour, or twenty minutes. 
Such miltakes in the meafure of 
time happen every day, where people 
judge of it without looking at a 
watch, as thefe ladies have declared 
that they did. 

' In this fmall fpace of time it 
was poffible, for ought that is con- 
tained in the evidence of- thefe two 
ladies, for Captain Difaey to have 



that me herfelf was abfent from the quitted the company and tlepc home 

company for part of the time this to his lodging, and, there 'making 

company has been faid to continue the little alteration in hi* drefs, 

together. Gentlemen, this circura- which was neccuVy to difguife him. 

fiance foe forgot to tell you in ber to have gone into Mr. Walker's 

original account; it was drawn from houfe, and been prefent for two or 

three 
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tVee minctes, during the afTault continually in fight during thewndW 
upon him; to overlook and encou- timethey were together) but ground 



race the perfons employed in it. 
The change of drefs for this purpofe 
would take up a very fhort time. 
It was only throwing off his coat, 
and flipping on a Canadian gown 
iftflead of it, and putting a crape 
over his face and a cut-round hat 
upon hii head with a crape tucked 
in under it. This was the only 
change made in his drefs from that 
ih which he appeared at Dr. Ro- 
bertfon's : for the prifouer's witnef- 
fee have told you that he was that 
day drefled in fcarlet, and Mrs. 
Walker obferved that he had a red 
waiftcoat and red breeches undei 
his Canadian gown. 

1 This flight change of his drefs 
he might eafily make, and be pre- 
fent at Mr. Walker's houfe^ for a 
few minute*, then change his drefs 
again and return to Dr. Robertfon's, 
in the compafs of a very fmall time, 
We may therefore confider the evi- 
dence of thofe two ladies as contri- 
buting very little to fcpport the 
prifoner*s alibi. It muft ' therefore 
reft principally upon the teftitnony 
of Mrs. Campbell, a lady that is the 
wife of one, and the daughter of 
another, of the prifoners now in 
Cuftody for this affeult, and that of 
the very friendly Dr. Robertfon, 
whofe zeal in the defence of thefe 
gentlemen has been fo great as to 
lead him to take depcfitlons con- 
cerning this affair, even fince the 
Chiefjuftice has been here in town 
to hold this feflion. 

■ Such, Gentlemen, is the alibi 
to which you are defired to give 
credit J An alibi declaring the pri- 
foner to have been at a place not two 
"hundred yards diftarit from tbe 
fcene of the offence 7 ,— —— Pretended 
to be proved by four witoefles, 
but in truth not pofitively proved 
by any tne of them. (None of them 
fwearing that they had the prifoner 



ed upon a preemption only, and 
not a very ftrong one, that if he 
had quitted the room* though for a 
very fmall fpace of time, as five or 
ten minutes, during any part of the - 
five hours they were together, they 
mu(l have taken notice of ir, and 
even this poor preemption is foufid, 
upon a crofs examination, to be fup- 
ported by only two of thefe witnef- 
fes, the other two having confef- 
(ed that they themfelves were ab- 
fent from the company for a Uttle 
time, jufl at the critical juncture of 
the commiffion of the crime — And 
this proof, imperfect as it is, made! 
by uitnefles under a ftrong and evi- 
dent biafs in the prifoner's favour. 
This wretched alibi you are! requir- 
ed to believe in oppofition to the 
pofitive teftimony of three witneffes, 
two of whom arc perfons of umble- 
mifhed character, and perfectly free 
from prejudice againfl the prifoner, 
and the third was an accomplice in, 
the fact. You cannot, gentlemen^ 
remain long in doubt which of thefe 
two teftimonles to prefer. 

v * Gentlemen, I have faid that 
Mr. and Mrs. Walker are perfectly 
free from prejudice againft the pri- 
foner. I will explain what I mean 
by that aflertion. It cannot be pre* 
tended that they are free from re- 
fentment againfl the prifoner. They 
mud be exempt from human paf- 
fions if they were : But their refent T 
ment arifes merely from this very 
injury with which he is now charg- 
ed, and from their own certain know- 
ledge of his concern in it. Thaj, 
snd the prifoner's declaration be- 
fore-hand, That he would be re- 
verged upon Mr. Walker, for his 
ill-treatment o{ Captain Payne, are 
the only grounds that Mr. Walker' 
has for Any refentrnent againft Cap- 
lain Difney. And fuch a refeht- 
xnent cannot be called a prejudice 

again It 
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againft Captain Difney, or in any 
degree affect the credibility of Mr. 
Walker's evidence on this occafion, 
becauf* the very exiftence of fuch a 
refentment fuppofes neceflarily that 
of the crime with which ihe prifo- 
ner ftands charged as the caafe and 
ground of it. Jt might indeed af- 
feft Mr. Walker's evidence on any 
other profecution againft Captain 
Difney, either for an injury done to 
another man, or for another injury 
done to himfelf : But in the prefent 
cafe it cannot have any fuch effeft. 
Till this unhappy violence, or a very 
Httle time before it. Captain Difney 
and Mr, Walker had lived upon 
good terms with each other. Cap- 
tain Difney himfelf has informed 
you that he did fo : He has de- 
clared that he always entertained 
? refpefl for Mr. Walker (that, I 
think, was his expreflion) and ex- 
preffed it in converfation whenever 
he had occafion to fpeak of him : 
And he has called a witnefsto prove 
that he did fo. And Mr. Walker 
lias told you that he trufted fo much 
to the profefiions of regard that Cap- 
tain Difney had often made him, 
and was fo confeious in his own 
mind of his never having given 
him any caufe of offence, that, when 
he diftinguiftied him among the dif- 
guifed ruffians that were come to af- 
fault him, he was encouraged by the 
fight of him to hope that his life 
was not in danger, and that the 
mifchief intended him was only a 
ievere beating, or wounding, or 
fome thing fhortof death, in revenge 
for the imaginary infult uponCaptain 
Payne, till he was forced to think 
otherwise by thofe dreadful and mur- 
derous words, pronounced from the 
oppofite corner of the room by the 
man who advanced again him with 
a drawn fword, ' Damn him, let 
me come to him, and I'll difpatch 
him with my fword. 



• Gentlemen, this evidence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Walker, appears ta 
me to be fo weighty, that, if the 
alibi defence ofthe prifoner had been 
fupported by pofitive evidence ab- 
folutely inconfiftem with thecharge, 
if not two only, but all the four 
witnefles had pofitively fworn, that 
at eight o'clock exaclly they had 
fat down to play at whift with the 
prifoner, and that they had never 
left the table till the meflenger came 
from General Burton with the news 
of the outrage committed upon Mr. 
Walker, but had been all the while 
either at the table playing them* 
felves, or near it, looking on upon 
thofe who did play, and that th,e 
prifoner had never cut out, but had 
been one of the players during the 
whole of that time, fo that he mull 
have been continually before their 
eyes, and if the perfons who teftified 
this had not been the intimate 
friends of the prifoner, or the wives 
and daughters of the other prifoners, 
but perfons entirely unconnected, 
and very littleacquainted with them. 
I fay, Gentlemen, that if the alibi 
defence of the prifoner had been 
fupported by fuch a pofitive tefti- 
roony, inftead of the imperfect and 
precarious evidence which you have 
heard, yet ftill the evidence in fup- 
port of the charge would deferve to 
be preferred to it* 

■ This may, at firft fight, feem a 
harih pofition : But it will be found 
upon examination to be built upon 
a principle of candour and charity, 
which di reels us to think as favour- 
ably of human nature as the circum- 
ftances of the cafe will permit us. 

Gentlemen, it would be a bad 
dilemma for you to be reduced to, if 
you were really under a necefluy of 
difbelieving the witnefles on one 
fide or the other, and confequent- 
ly of fuppofing thofe on one ofthe 
fides to be guilty of wilful perjury; 
Q^q Bat 
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tut if y«i were reduced to this di- 
lemma, to which fide would a mo- 
derately good opinion of human 
nacvre induce you to impute the 
perjury ? to thofe who give evideuce 
t* take away tke prisoner's life, or 
to tbofe who give evidence to fave it? 
U it not more ontnrai that men 
itoild commit perjury to refcue a 
nan from danger than in order to 
eied hit deftrodion I la the former 
cafe they may think perhaps that 
the benevolence of the intention 
with whkh they commit thii crime 
may fomewhat extenuate the guilt 
©fit ; in the Utter cafe they mutt 
feel that the guilt of the perjury is 
aggravated an hundred fold by the 
wickednefs of the intention with 
which it is committed^ The for- 
ancr is a crime which men of loofe 
principles may be foppofed capable 
of committing, and whkh indeed is 
very frequently committed * tbe lat- 
ter is a crime too black for even 
wicked men, and feldom or sever 
(mown to have been pra&fed. Bat, 
Gentlemen, yon are fortunately not 
reduced to this dilemma, fince the 
evidence advanced in the prifoner'* 
favour has been anewo to be not ir- 
foconcileable with the evidence in 
fepportof the charge. The prifoner 
may have fpent that evening in the 
company of his three fair witneiTes, 
and yet have been abfent for a ihort 
time to partake in the revenge taken 
againft Mr, Walker,, without being 
puffed by them* 

* Gentlemen, that the prifoner 
(pent that evening either in that 
company at Dr. Robertfon's, or in 
feme other numerous company, I 
think is highly probable, £ fhoold 
have imagined he had done fo if he 
had produced no witnefles to prove 
U c for it k but a reasonable pre- 
caution for any man to take, who 
intends to be concerned in any dan- 
gexoiu traufa&on, for which, he 



may afterwards come to be queftion 
ned. He thereby furnifhes hirofelf 
with a ready defence againft an ac- 
cufation of having been engaged in 
it, that happens to be made in a loofe 
and general manner, without nar- * 
rowly enquiring: into circumftances. 
u How can it be foppofed,will he fay 
that I was prefeot at fuch a ,t ran fac- 
tion, when fuch and fuch perfoas 
can teflify that much about the time 
at which it happened, or at leaft not 
above half an hour or an hour, before 
or after it, I was in their company, 
employed in dancing or forae other 
fuch innocent amufement." Such a 
defence will do very well to anfwer 
the fufpkions and hints thrown out 
againft him in common conversation, 
and will pafs with many people for 
a full jultification; and, perhaps, 
with a little improvement (if the 
witnefles are well difpofed towards 
the prifoner) by varying the. time 
and other circumftances in tbe man* 
ner requifite, it may meet with cre- 
dit even in a court of juftice ; where* 
as, if he had fpent his time at hoane 
in a folitary manner till the time of 
committing the crime, he could 
have nothing of this kind to fet up* 
in opposition to the teftimony in 
fupport of the charge againft hhn. 
* Thefe, Gentlemen, are the ob- 
frrvations f thought it neccflary to 
offer to you concerning this boaited 
evidence of the prifoner's alibi, 
which makes the principal part of 
his defence. I am fenfible they have 
taken up too much of your time ; but 
1 knew not how to make trfem ihor- 
ter. I hope therefore you will ex* 
cufc this prolixity, and at the fame 
time will further indulge me with 
leave to make a few remarks on the 
fecond part of the prifoner's defence, 
which con fills in an endeavour to 
difcredit the witnefc Magovock. 

«. Gentlemen, it is of no great 
confequence in iheprtfem profVc*- 
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tUn what degree of credit this wit- fey and his clerk, that the eel Ja* 



nefs deferves, as the charge is fup- 
ported by two witnefTes of indifput- 
able credit without him. However, 
I can fee no reafon for treacinglns 
evidence with the contempt which 
the Gentlemen of counfel with the 
prifoner have affected to Chew for it. 
He certainly is not a good man : 
No body has pretended that he was 
fo : He owns that he was an accom- 
plice in this wicked action, which 
no good man could be concerned in : 
And Lieutenant MaKay has faid, 
that, when he knew him in the ar- 
my, he was fome times guilty of 
theft, and has been puniihed for it 
by a court-martial. I readily be- 
lieve this. But does this render 
what he fays as a witnefs in a court 
of juftice of no weight or confe- 
quence ? Does it follow, becaufe a 
foldier has been guilty of theft, a 
crime too common amongft them, 
that therefore he will be guilty of 
the great and deliberate crime (one 
of the moft heinous that can be com- 
mitted) of fwearing falfely in a court 
of juftice to take away another man's 
life ? Surely it does not : And the' 
law, Gentlemen, in the cafe of ac- 
complices determines that it does 
not, for it allows their evidence to 
be received againit their fellow-cri- 
minals, nay, to be alone the ground 
of a conviction, without any other 
pofuive teftimony, provided there is 
fome concomitant evidence aris- 
ing from circumftances to make it 
probable. — Numbers of people 
have been condemned' upo*n fuch 
evidence, and with the general ap- 
probation of all ihe world ; and there 
are now in Quebec goal two foldiers 
under (entente of death, for b eak- 
ing open Mr. Woolfey's cellar in 
the night-time, and ftealing a cafe 
of wine from it, who were convicted 
upon the tingle teftimony of an ac- 
complice with them in the fact, to- 
gether with a proof by Mr. Wool- 



had been broke open by fomebod^ 
or other, and the wine taken away. 
How much more then does fuch ft 
teftimony defcrve to be regarded, 
when it does not Hand fingk, but 
is made ufe of only to confirm the 
pofitive teflimony of two other wic* 
neffes of indifputable credit, whick 
is the cafe with the evidence of this 
witnefs on. the prefent profecation. 
* Gentlemen, the credibility of 
a witnefs's teftimony does not de- 
pend merely upon the goodnefs 
of his character. The probability 
of the ftory he relates, the agree- 
ment of it with other well-knowo 
facts, the minutenefs and particula- 
rity of the circumstances he men- 
tions, and his illiteratenefs and ig-. 
norance and utter incapacity to in- 
vent them, if he was wicked enough 
to endeavour to do fo, may make 
his evidence deferve to be believed 
by thofe who have no opinion of his 
virtue. Thefe, I prefume, are fome 
of the grounds upon which the law 
admits the evidence of accomplices, 
and allows it to have confideraMe 
weight , and thefe are the grounds 
upon which the evidence of this wit- 
nefs Magovock deferves to be re* 
garded. Gentlemen, can you fup* 
pofe this witnefs, who can neither 
write nor read ; I fay, can you fup- 
pofe him capable of inventing fo 
long and particular ftory as he has 
related to you, and which is attended 
with fome circumftances fo uncom- 
mon and furprifing ? Is it likely 
that he fhould think of fo remark- 
able a circumftance as that of the 
confultation at Lieutenant Totten- 
ham's houfe on the Monday pre* 
ceding the aftiult, in which the pri- 
foner at the bar adminiftered to him 
the oath of fecrecy, unlefs thefe 
things had really happened ? would he 
have refufed,to deliver his whole evi- 
dence about this matter at once in 
his firft depofition, if he had not 
Q^q % been 
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been under the rcftrrnt offuch an be confiftent with 



oath f Is there any reafon to fuppofe 
that he is To refined and ingenious 
a villain, as to be able to invent 
fuch a dory about an oath of fe« 
rrecy, merely to make himfelf pafs 
/or a man of fome confeience, and 

five credit to the reft of hisevidence? 
cannot, for my part, have either fo 
bad an opinion of his heart, or fo good 
an one of his underftanding, as to 
fuppofe this ; his tertimony therefore 
,dc\cr\€s the fame degree of credit as 
is ufually given to the evidence of 
accomplices, notwhhftandinj the en- 
deavours that have been ufed to af- 
perfe his general character. Jt re- 
mains that I nuke a few remarks 
upon the evidence he has delivered 
at this trul, and the inconfiftencies 
which the Gentlemen of counfel for 
the prifoner have obferved between 
the different parts of it, and between 
fome parts ofit and the evidence of 
fome of the other witnefles. 

• One of thefe contradictions is, 
that he faid in his crofs examination 
that he carried the intelligence 
concerning the progrefs of the aflault 
upon Mr* Walker to Captain Payne 
and Lieutenant Tottenham at Ser- 
jeant Mees's houfe, whereas he had 
before faid that Captain Payne 
and Lieutenant Tottenham were, 
during that aflault, (landing in the 
ilreet in which Mr. Walker's houfe 
is fituated, near the houfe of one 
Bellair, a baker, which is'almoft 
directly over-againft Mr. Walker's 
houfe. Gentlemen, I doubt not you 
mull have obferved that this mif- 
take was never made by the witnefs, 
but by thecounfel that crofs-exami- 
ned him, who, throughout the whole 
"crofs-examination, endeavoured to 
confound the witnefs and bewilder 
his undemanding, by aflting him 
a variety of queitions unconnected 
with each other, and without any 
method or regard to the order of 
time, with a view to draw him in to 
make fudden anfwers that might not 



each other. But 
in this he was difappointed by the 
fieadinefs and clearnefs with which 
the witnefs gave his anfwers to all 
the queftions that were put to him. 
With refpedt to the pretended con- 
tradiction now under conflderation, 
the witnefs's evidence was really as 
follows : the prifoner's counfel had 
afked him whether he had feen Capt, 
Payne before he went into Mr. Wal- 
ker's houfe, to commit the aflault ; 
to which the witnefs anfwered that 
he had feen him before at Serjeant 
Mees's houfe, and that they had 
come out from thence at the fame 
time. After another queilion or 
two, the counfel afks him where it 
was he carried the intelligence con- 
cerning theprogrefs of the aflault to 
Captain Payne and Lieutenant Tot- 
tenham ; and the witnefs anfwers, 
in the ftreet near Bcllair's houfe, 
which is almoft over-againft Mr. 
Walker's. Thereupon the counfel 
pretends that this is inconfiftent 
with his former anfwer j for that in 
that he had declared that he had 
carried the intelligence concerning 
the aflault to Captain Payne at Ser- 
jeant Mees's houfe. But the witnefs 
immediately anfwered, that the 
counfel had greatly miilaken him, 
for that he had i.ever faid any fuch 
thing, but only that he had feen 
Capt. Payne before at Se»jeant 
Mei-s's houfe, and that Capt Payne 
had fet out with them from that 
houfe : and this, Gentlemen, I dare 
fay you obferved to have been real- 
ly his evidence. Indeed this is a 
mifUke which it is abfurd to fup- 
pofe he could have made, unlefs he 
had been quite a ftranger to Mon* 
tieal ; because otherwife he could 
not but know that Serjeant Mees's 
houfe was at too great a diiiance 
from Mr. Walker's for a man to 
have gone thither twice with this 
intelligence in the lhort fpace of 
time the aflault was carrying oh fa 
the manner he had related j fo that, 

if 
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ifhehad invented the whole ftory, 
he would have affigned fome nearer 
fpot of ground for the place at 
which Capt. Payne and Lieutenant 
Tottenham .waited to fuperintend 
and cover the aflault, and to receive 
the intelligence he carried them 
concerning its progrefs. In truth 
that part of Mr, Walker's ftreet 
which was near Mr. Brian's houfe, 
and, within a dozen of yards of 
Mr. Walk-r's, was the fpot he zA 
along' mentioned as the place at 
which he delivered this intelligence 
to Captain Payne and Lieuteuant 
Tottenham, both in his anfwers to 
thequeftions put to him by thecourt 
and in his crofs -examination by the 
prifoner's counfel. 

* The next contradiction imputed 
to him is, a miftake in point of time. 
He faid it was about eight o'clock, 
or a little before, when the ruffians 
left Serjeant Mees's houfe to go to 
Tvlr. Walker's to make the aflault, 



be fuppofed to do ; and indeed they 
hardly deferve to be called miftakes, 
becaufe the difference of clocks is 
fufficient to account for them. 

* This feems to me to be fo ufual 
and natural, that, in my apprehen- 
fion, no evidence whatfoever con- 
cerning the precife time of any ac- 
tion deferves to be much regarded, 
though delivered by the moft re* 
fpeclable witnefs, unlefs the perfon 
who delivers it declares at the fame 
time that he looked at a clock or 
watch at the time the action hap- 
pened, or immediately before or af- 
ter, or elfe took particular nonce 
that it happened at the fame time 
with fome other regular tranfaciiun 
that is always carried on at a fixe 
hour, fuch as the ringing of the 
bell of a church or convent for 
morning or evening prayers, or 
fome other fuch remarkable circum- 
ftance. Without fome iuch circum- 
ftance I can eafily imagire that the 



and that it was near nine o'clock, moft honed and judicious perfon in 



but not quite nine, when the whole 
affair was over: and yet in another 
part of his evidence that he be- 
lieves the aflault did not take up 

'•■ above a quarter of an hour. 

* Gentlemen, I confefs there is 
this inaccuracy in the witnefs l s evi- 
dence, andamdefirous that it fhould 
have its due weight with you in the 

-prifoner's favour* But can this 

•much avail him ? Can the miftake 
of a'poor common foldier concern- 
ing the precife time of a tranfaftion 
he- relates, when he judged of it 
only by guefs, and without either 
watch or clock, impeach the credi- 
bility of his teftimony concerning the 
tranfa&ion itfelf,when that teflimony 
is rational and con/iftent with itfelf 
in every other particular ? 'certainly, 

.Gentlemen, it cannot. Miftakes of 
half an hour, or eveji a whole hour, 
are frequently made by men who 



the world may miftake a full hour 
in the time of any tranfaclion he was 
prefent at, and fhould think it a 
mere chance if he was exact. la 
the prefent cafe the witnefs faid he 
believed it was a little before eigne 
when they fet out from Serjeant 
Mees's houfe to commit the aflault ; 
in which, I am perfuaded, he mif- 
took the time by more thap half an 
hour; for that it muft really have 
been more than half an hour after 
eight;- at leaft by Mr. Walker's 
clock ; becaufe Mr. and Mrs. Wal- 
ker, and the clerk and fervant, who 
have been examined in fupport of 
the profecution, Bx the time of the 
aflault pretty exactly. And where 
now is the great wonder that a com* 
mon foldier, who had no watch, and 
whofe mind was flurried with the 
thoughts of a dangerous expedition 
he was going to be concerned in, 



. obferve time much moie carefully \ and with fome ftrong liquor he had 
than fuch perfoas as lb& wunef$ can taken to prepare himTelf for ^, fhould 
' ' ' ■.'•■■- think 
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think it wi»on!y eight o'clock when 
in troth it was half an hour ; or for- 
ty minutes after r— I fay, what is 
there to be furprifed at in fuch a mif- 
take ? more especially when we con- 
fcderthat poflfbly the clock at Ser- 
jeant Mees's houfe, if there was one 
there, or, if there was not, <he clocks 
w hi* neighbourhood, by which he 
andhis family had judged of the courfe 
©f time during that day, might very 
well be forty minutes flower than Mr. 
Walker's? furely it deferves very 
little consideration. Thofe trifling 
inaccuracies, which may be fo eafily 
accounted for, feerns to me on the con- 
trary to add ftrength to the evidence 
of a witnefr rather than to render it 
kfs credible, fince they fhew that the 



Magovock fhould remember his dre6 
exactly) but was one of the additional 
party that came ki to aflift andprotect 
the former, whofe fcveral drefles it 
can hardly be fuppofed that he can 
recoiled with perfect exactnefs. 

* But, Gentlemen, the main foun- 
dation of this objection to Magovock' s 
teftimony : s by no means favourable 
to the prifoner, as will appear if we 
conftder it a little further. The ob- 
jection I take to be as follows :' Ma- 
govock's evidence concerning Major 
Djfney's drefc is contrary to Mrs. Wal- 
ker's, and therefore falfe ; and con- 
fequently the reft of his evidence is 
like wife either falfe or doubtful. What 
then, is it admitted that Mrs. Wal- 
ker's evidence, concerning the prifon- 



witnefs anfwers fairly and honeftly ^r's drefs on that occaiion is true ? 

to him, nothing more is wanted on the part 
of the profecution. The prifoner 
was prefent at the aflanlt in a Cana- 
dian gown according to Mrs. Wal- 
ker's evidence and Magovock has been 
miftaken in his drefs, and deferves, 
therefore no credit in any other part 
of his teftimony. Let then his whole 
evidence be fet afide as doubtful and 
good for nothing, fince Mrs. Wal- 
ker's evidence is thus admitted to he 
true. — But if Mrs. Walker's evidence 
is not allowed to be true, if the perfoo 
{he faw there in a Canadian gown was 
not Major Difhey, but fome other 
perfon, then where is the inconfiften- 
cy of her teftimony with that of Ma- 

fovock's ? fhe may have been miila- 
en in the perfon fhe took for the Ma^ 
jor, and yet the Major may have been 
there in a different drefs, that is, in a 
blanket-coat, according to Magovock's 
evidence. The moft that can be 
made of this objection, if a miftake 
about the priloner's drefs can be 
thought to be of fuch high import- 
ance, is to get rid of the evidence of 
one of thefe two witnefles ; in which 
cafe the profecution will reft upon the 
evidence of the other of them and of 
Mr, Walker, - fhek 



wiat his memory fuggefts to him, 
y.thout having artfully framed a re- 
gular ftory with every circumftance 
in exact and perfect order, that he 
Blight guard againil the poflibility of 
a lurprife. 

< The next contradiction infifted 
«m by the counfel for the prifoner is 
that concerning the prifoner's drefs. 
Mrs. Walker has faid that he was 
drefled in a Canadian gown, and the 
witnefs Magovock has faid that he was 
drefled in a blanket coat. Gentle- 
men, there is a real inconfiftency be- 
tween thefe teftimonies. But, I be- 
lieve, you will hardly think it of 
much importance. Jt is eafy for 
Magovock to have miftaken the drefs 
of M;<jor Difney amongft the num- 
ber of perfons he faw on that occaiion, 
and yet to be very certain of his per- 
fon ; as the perfon of a man makes 
a much -ftronger impreflion upon the 
mind and memory of a fpectator than 
his drefs. And it muft be remember- 
ed that Magovock has told you that 
Major Difney was not one of the par- 
ty that drefled themielves at Serjeant 
Mees's houfe, and fet out from thence 
to go to !Mr. Walker's ( in which 
caieit might perhaps be expected t^iat 
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* Thefe are, as far as I can re- 
collect, the principal contradictions 
in witnefs Magovock's evidence on 
which the gentlemen of counfel 
with the prifoner have infilled : and, 
j prefume, Gentlemen, after what 
bas been offered to your confedera- 
tion by way of reply to the confe- 
rences that have been attempted to 
be drawn from them, that you will 
be clearly of opinion that they do 
not materially affeft the credit of the 
other parts of this witnefs's tefti- 
tnony. But, as has, been before ob- 
served, the whole evidence of this 
witnefs might very well be fet afide, 
if there was reafon for it, and yet 
the remaining proof in fupport of 
the profecution would be more than 
fuffirientto be the ground of a con-* 
virion, being the pofitive teftimony 
of two witneUesof indifputable cre- 
dit, Mr, and Mrs. Walker, who 
have fworn that they faw' the prifon- 
er in Mr. Walker's houfe at the 
time of the aflault. This is a folid 
and fubftantial proof in fupport of 
the profecution, which neither the 
imperfect prefumptive evidence of 
prifoner's alibi, given by witnefles 
ftrongly biaffed in his favour, and 
by the wives and daughters of his 
fellow-prifoners, nor the miftakes of 
a third witnefs (though they had 
been as important as they have been 
{hewn to be inconfiderable) can im- 
peach. One thing only can be al- 
ledged to diminifh the weight of it 
and plead fomewhat in the prifoner's 
favour, which,! doubt not, Gentle-- 
men, ha9 already occurred to you : 
I mean the circumftance of the pri- 
foner's being faid to have been dif- 
guifed by a crape that covered his 
face. This, it may be thought, 
muft have made it difficult for Mr. 
and Mrs. Walker to difcern the fea- 
tures «f his face ; without which 
it is poflible„and in favourof inno- 
cence, might perhaps be prefumed, 
that they had miftaken fomc other 
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man that refembled the prtfoaer it 
fize and fhape, to be the prifoner 
himfelf ; and that the hurry of their 
fpirits on fuch an alarming occafioo. 
had ftrengthened tfeeimpreflion made 
by fuch a resemblance and contri- 
buted to confirm them in this mi* 
ftake. This is, in my opinion, the 
tnoil important consideration that 
can be offered in the prifoner's fa- 
vour. But, Gentlemen, in anfwer 
to it I muft obferve, that both Mr, 
and Mrs. Walker have {warn that 
they diftinguithed the features of hit 
face, which takes away all room for 
fuch a mitfake. And that it is by 
no means difficult to difcern a roan'a 
features through a crape you will 
eafily be convinced upon trial. Mrs* 
Walker has brought here into court 
a piece of crape of the fame kind 
with that which was drawn over the 
face of the man me took to be the 
prifoner (and whkh is of the fame 
kind that officers wear upon their 
arms for mourning) in order to 
enable you to make this neceilarjr 
trial. Take this with you. Gentle- 
men, when you withdraw to coufi- 
der of your verdict on this important 
occafion, and try yourfelves how far 
it is capable of concealing a per* 
fon's features. 1 believe you will 
find it to be but a poor difguiiV* 
and willfoon be of opinion that Mrs* 
Walker, at the diftance of about tea 
feet, and Mr. Walker at that of 
only four feet, might very well have, 
been able to difcern the features of 
the perfon upon whom they fixed 
their eyes to have been thofeof the 
prifoner at the bar. 



* The attorney-general having 
ended his reply, the chief-juilice 
fummed up the evidence to the jury, 
who, after withdrawing for about 
half an hour, brought in their ver- 
dift that the prifoner was not guil- 
ty : and the prifoner was thereupon 
difcharged/ 

.Pa- 
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Pennsylvania. 



Eulogitjm to the memory of the late 
Major General Warren, <wbofell 
June 17, 1775, at Bunker's HilL 

When an amiable man, with a pro- 
mising family of children, perifties in 
the bloom of life, every friend to 
humanity muft fhare in the diftrefs 
which fuch a calamity occafions in the 
circle of his acquaintance. This dif- 
trefs is heightened when we hear that 
the virtues of the man were blended 
with the exalted qualities of a patriot. 
We, rife in our expreflions of grief, 
when we are told that he pofTeflfed not 
only the zeal of a patriot, but the wif- 
dom, the integrity, and the eloquence 
jof a fenator. But when we hear that 
thefe mining qualities were crowned 
with the patience, the magnanimity, 
and the intrepidity of a warrior, we 
are led to contemplate one of the moft 
auguft characters in human nature; 
when fuch a man falls, grief is dumb, 
and eloquence is obliged for a while to 
mufe eulogiums which it cannot ex- 
prefs. 

Such were our feelings upon hear- 
ing of the death of the ifluftrious Ge- 
neral Warren, who fell on the 17th 
of June, at the head of a detachment 
of the American army near Bofton. 
It is impoflible to dojuftice to his full 
orbed character. He filled each of the 
numerous departments in life that 
were afligned to him fo well, that he 
fcemed born for no others. He had 
difplayed, in the courfe of three and 
thirty years, all the talents and vir- 
tues of the man, the patriot, the fe- 
nator, and the hero. He was unlike 
the Spartan general only in not expi- 
ring in the arms of victory. But even 
in this unfortunate event he has fer- 
ved his country, for he has taught 
the fons of freedom in America, that 
laurel may be ingrafced upon the cy- 
prets, and that true glory may be ac- 
quired not only in the arms of victory, 



but in the arms of death* 

If our pleafures are exalted in pro- 
portion to the extent and degrees of our 
benevolence, how fhall we defcribe 
thofe pleafures which the hero feels 
who performs the higheft act of bene- 
volence to mankind, by dying in de- 
fence of the liberties of his country- 
He enjoys a prelibation, the moft like 
the joys of heaven that mortals can 
tafte upon earth — he partakes of the 
nature and happinefs of God. — 

Say, illuilrioUs fhade ! what new re- 
fentments kindled in thybofom at tl:e 
profpect of executing vengeance upon 
the foes of liberty ? Say what were the 
tranfports of thy mind when the twice 
repulfed enemy fled before thy power- 
ful arms ? But, when alas, borne down 
with numbers, thou waft forced to re- 
treat, and death fhewed his commif- 
fion to the ball that pierced thy bo- 
fom, fay what joy thrilled after it at 
the profpect of having thy brows en- 
circled with the patriots crown of mar- ' 
tyrdom ? — Tell me, ye brave Ameri- 
cans, who beheld our hero fall, did he 
not in his laft moments pour forth his 
ufual expreflions of ioyahy to the 
crown of Britain, and his wonted 
prayers for the welfare of his coun- 
try ? Did he not, in faltering ac- 
cents, call upon his fellow foldiers 
to forget his death, and td revenge 
his country's wrongs alone ? — Ah, 
he breathes his laft I Croud not too 
clofely on his (bade, ye holy mini- 
fters of heaven. 

Make room for yonder fpirit! — 
It is the illuftripus Hampden, who 
flies tb embrace him, and pointing- 
to the wound, that deprived him of 
life in a conflict with arbitrary pow- 
er above an hundred years ago ; he 
claims the honour of conducting 
him to the regions of perfect liberty 
and happinefs. 

How ineffable are the delights of 
heaven to a virtuous lover of liberty! 
To behold the power of the fo ve- 
rtigo. 
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reign of the univerfe directed by pea from 
unerring wifdom, and limited by 
the external laws of juftice !— To 
fee perfection in government confift- 
ing in the happinefs of every mem- 
ber that compofes it ! To enjoy the 
mod perfeft freedom, and yet to 
choofe nothing but fuch things as 
are agreeable to the will of the fu- 
preme being. Thefe, bleffrd fhadej 
now conftitute a part of thy enjoy- 
ments J Oh, couldft thou tell us 
what other pleafures now occupy 
thy capacious mind ! Doft thou ftiJl 
direct, by an invifible influence, the 
counfeJs of thy native colony ? Doft 
thouftili infpire whole battalions of 
thy countrymen with courage, and 
lead them on to danger and glory ? 
Thefe we know would be a happi- 
nefs fuited to the benevolence and 
activity of thy fpirit, and we hope 
not an inferior part of the happinefs 
of heaven. — But it is not for mortals 
to pry too minutely into the fecrets 
of the invifible world. 

What a noble fpeftacle is the 
body of a hero who has offered up 
his Hfe as a ranfom for his country ! 
Come hither, ye vindictive minifters, 
and behold the fir ft fruits of your 
bloody edicts ! What atonement can 
you make to his children for the lofs 
of fuch a father ? — To the King 
for the lofs of fuch a fubjeft, and 
to your country for the lofs of fuch 
a member of fociety r You may now 
xecal your military executioners. 
Here you may fatiate your lull for 
arbitrary power. You have flain its 
moft implacable enemy. 

Come hither, ye mercenary wretch- 
es who are hired to commit murder 
upon your fellow. fubjefts, and be- 
hold the viftim of your cruelty ! — 
You have no tears to fhed over a 
brother whom you have butchered, 
for you have given up your title to 
humanity* You have ceafed to be 
men, and we have nothing to ex- 



yon but the vices of 
flaves. We only befeech you not 
to infult the body of our departed 
hero. Spare the anguifh of an aged 
mother, whofe affection extends to 
the corpfe of her beloved fon. You 
have nothing now to fear from his 
eloquence or his arms. Sheath your 
fwords, You have performed an ex- 
ploit which has filled up the mea- 
fure of your infamy, and while the 
name of Liberty is dear to Ameri- 
cans, the name of Warren will fire 
our hearts, and nerve our arm a- 
gainft the execrable mifchief of 
ftanding armies. 

Come hither, ye American fena- 
tors, who are met to confult for the 
fafety and liberty of the United Co- 
lonies. Here contemplate a fpec- 
tacle that fhall— but I forget, the 
dignity of my auditors. Let the 
wounds of the breathlefs hero before 
your eyes addrefs you. Methinks 
I hear him call upon you with an 
energy that fhould be irrefiftible, ne- 
ver to liften to terms of accommo- 
dation with Great Britain that fhall 
deprive you of a fingle privilege of 
Englimmen. Oh, interrupt not (me- 
thinks I hear him fa\) my prefent 
felicity with the leaft apprehenfion 
that I have fold my life for a coun- 
try of flaves, I will litfen with rap-, 
ture to your wife deliberations, but 
I will haunt the midnight hours of 
that traitor who fues for peace or 
liberty with a bayonet at hisbreaft, 
or who fufpends for a moment the 
execution of vengeance upon the 
enemies of our country. 

Come hither, ye military cham- 
pions for American liberty, and glo- 
ry, come and behold a fpeftacle that 
fhall roufein your bofoms new prin- 
cip*es of courage and ambition.— 
Mark the widening luftre of that 
path of glory which he trod! — 3ut 
remember his ghoft walks unreveng- 
ed among us!— Ten thoufand mini- 
R r Aerial 
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Aerial troops cannot atone for his 
death. Let not the remembrance of 
your former connection with them" 
enervate your arms, nor filence the 
clamours of juftice in your brealb. 
The enemies of liberty are no lon- 
ger the brethren of freemen. Whet 
your fwords once more, and let them 
never be returned to their fcabbards 
till the monfter tyranny is expelled 
from the Britifh empire, or till its 
bounds are prefcribed, and America 
remains the land of perfect freedom 
and happinefs, 

Come hither in the la ft place, ye 
American fathers and mothers, and 
behold the fad earnefh of arbitrary 
power ! — Behold your friend, your 
fellow- citizen, one of the guardians 
of your liberty, the pride of your 
country, the pillar of your hopes : 
behold this illuftrious hero covered 
with blood and wounds ! But paufe 
not too long in bedewing his body 
with your tears! Fly toyo'ur houfes, 
and tell your children the particulars 
of the melancholy fight I —-Chill 
their young blood with hiftories of 
the cruelty of tyrants, [and make 
their hair to Hand an end, with the 
defcriptionsof the horrorsof flavery ! 
Equip them immediately for the 
field I Shew them the ancient char* 
ter of their privileges ! Point to the 
roofs under which they drew their 
fir ft breath, and mew them the 
cradles in which they were rocked ! 
• Call upon heaven to profper their 
arms, and charge them with your 
iatt adieu to conquer, or like Warren 
to die in the farms of liberty and 
gjiory ! ~ 

O, pofterity, poflerity, you will 
often, look back to this memorable 
aera 1 You will transfer the epithets 
of rebels and traitors from the loyal 
people of America to their juft origi- 
nals. You will unfold every part of 
that fyttem of defpotifm which has 
been contrived for the Britifh em- 
pire. — You will mow pious- Kings 
milled by aibitrary minifters, and 



to ) 

pious minifters mi fled by arbitrary 
kings. — You will mow that even the 
monarch* of Britain have fhed tears 
in prevailing upon their fubjects to 
accept of their hateful commiflions, 
and at the fame time have exulted 
in the fociety of a few parriefdes at 
the profpect of feeinga continent 
deluged with the blood of freemen. 
Oh, fave human nature from the 
worft of infamy, by turning your 
eyes to the American colonies 1 — 
Here let your hiftorians and orators 
kindle with Roman or ancient Bri- 
tifh eloquence ! Prize the liberty we 
have tranimitted to you. Jt coft us 
much treafure and blood. It coft us 
(oh, how high the prize !) it coft us 
a Warren's life ! 



Efiimate of Horfes, Waggons y and Wheel 
Carriages* Artillery, tifr. neceffary 
for an Army of 30,000 men to take 
the field and to aH <witb vigour. 

Each regiment will require 1 fioxfes^ 
horfe for to carry the tents 
of each company, 10 com- 
panies , I0 

The officers of each regiment 
including fomething extra- 

. ordinary for the etat Ma- 
jor of the regiment, will 
require for their baggage, 
and to ride occafionally 
on being 30 in number, at 
leaft - 6o 

The Surgeon, and Surgeon's 

Mate z 

The Sutler — __ + 

[Nothing is fet down for the 
Chaplain as he feldom at- 
tends] 



In all horfes 

Of thefe half will be bafte or 
faddle horfes, and ha,lf 
draught horfes. T)ie 
wheel carriages commonly 
ufed in regiments, are 
carts drawn with z horfes 
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therefore there will Horfes, To carriages for pontoons, 

rivers being large and fre- 
quent, and fcarce any 
bridges ; 400 pontoons will 
require 200 carriages, the 
whole apparatus of. planks 
&c. included — . 
To intrenching tools, fmith 
and c rpenters apparatus, 
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each . 

be nece/Tary for each regi- 
ment, draught horfes 36, 
faddle or baile horfes 40, 
and carts 18. 

Each regiment has 2 field 
pieces of artillery, each 
piece will require 4 horfes 
to draw it 

Each piece-will fequire one 
waggon to carry its am- 
munition, and will require 
4 horfes to draw it 8 

To a tumbril for cartridges 
for the men — 2 

To 3 bread waggons, at 4 

horfes each ~T~ lz 

To 1 ditto waggon for wo- 
men and children, and 
men indifpofed, but not 
bad enough to be fent to 
the hofpital, fpare arms 
&c. 4 

Herfes 34 

Specification for a regiment, 
horfes no, carts 18, wag- 
gons 6, tumbrilsi- — 30,000 
men, at 700 to a regiment, 
make nearly 43 regiment?, 
and will require 47 30 hor- 
fes, faddle, bafte, and 
draught, 774 carts, 43 tum- 
brils, 258 waggons. 

Heavy artillery for an army . 
of 30,000 men : 60 pieces 
of cannon, carrying at a 
low average 12 pound balls 
each. 

To 1 2 horfes requifite to draw 

each pitce of artillery 720 

To 2 waggons to carry am- 
munition for each piece, at 
4 horfss each 4S0 

Horfes 1200 

Specification of the heavy ar- 
tillery is 1200 horfes 60 
pieces of cannon, 120 wag- 
gons, v 
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bread and fick waggons, 
baggage of the train and 
ofheers, fpare wheels,. &c. 
will require 50 waggons, 
at four horfes each 
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Horfes 1000 

Specification of the reft of the 
train is 1000 horfes, 200 
pontoon carriages, 50 
waggons, 400 pontoons. 

The moveable hofpital for 
30,000 men, medicines, 
bedding, attendants, fur* 
geons and phyficians bag- 
gage, will require about 
60 waggons of 4 horfes 
each — 24a 

Specification of the hofpital, 

60 waggons, 240 horfes. 
Etat Major Generals, &c. will 

require about 100 faddle 

horfes — 

Draught horfes about 
Carriages of one kind or 

other 50 ■ ■ 

Horfes 300 

Specification of the Etat Major is 

300 horfes 50 carriages. 
Grofs totals 7470 hones, 774 carts, 
43 tumbrils, 488 waggons, 200 
carriages for pontoon*, and 50 
carriages for the E;at Major* 
The waggons are fuppofed light 
four wheel'd carriages, fuch as we 
ufed in Flanders and Germany, and 
being drawn with light hones, and 
but poorly fcd 9 are iuppofed to d-aw 
only from ibooSb. to a ton weight 
each; 

Rr i2 A 
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A regiment pf 300 cavalry will 
require (light artillery excepted, of 
which they have none) as many car- 
riages, and rather more horfes, faddle 
horfes induced, than a battalion of 
700 foot. The number of attend- 
ants neceflary, or who fome way or 
other make therafelves neceflary, to 
tbofe that are neceflary to an army, 
women and children included, is 
generally equal to the number of 
men under arms; and they, as well 
as the foldiers, where the country is 
hoftile, muft in a great meafure be 
fubfifted out of the public maga- 
xines. 

It is fuppofed that this army is 
generally conne&ed with a naviga- 
ble river, by which the whole pro- 
vifions are conveyed, the bread wag- 
gons ftated being little more than 
fufficient to convey provifions to the 
feveral corps to which tbey are al* 
lotted. A great part of thehofpital 
is likewifc fuppofed ftationary on 
the faid river, what is (Uted being 
no more than a flying hofpital, 
not in any degree adequate to the 
riecellities of fo large a body of men. 
The artillery excepted, which is 
fla:ed according to the prefent mode 
of making war with great trains of 
heavy cannon (without them, in clofe 
and difficult countries, the progrefs 
is flow and bloody) the ftates are as 
low as ever they were in Flanders, 
where the canals and chaufltes give 
the greateft facility to military ope- 
rations, and lower it is thought than 
our foreign mercendiies ( ufed to 
found and fober taclics) * will ac* 
quiefce in, it being always under- 
frood, that this army is an array 
whofe obj £i is conquefl, and is to 
be in a fuuation and ability to pro- 
fit of opportunities, and to aft to 
frtme extent independent of the ad- 
vantage of water communications, 
otherwife an army may cover, but 
fcarce can conquer a country. It 
will only be the blockade of Bofton 
extended or transferred t© a happier 
climate. 
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As to magazines, bread mnft ever 
be fure and provided, the reft may 
perhaps be left to regular difcipline, 
good payment, and good fortune* 
Six thoufand tons of flour will be 
neceflary for bread for fix months, 
for 30,000 men, allowing for em- 
bezzlements, diftemperature of cli- 
mate, and irregular and unecono- 
mical deliveries on marches ; and ia 
time of action, about the fame quan- 
tity of hay and oats will be necef- 
fary for about 900Q horfes, the total 
number, including the regiments of 
cavalry (the above allowances for 
embezzlements, &c, being made) 
for two months, fuppofmg them to 
fubfift the reft of the campaign oa 
green forage, at the enemies ex- 
pence (in all 12,000 tons) to convey 
which proper veffels mult be pro- 
vided, to afcend and defcend ri- 
vers, as the great army may have 
occafion to advance or retreat. Two 
pounds of bread a day are allowed 
to each man* and 20 pounds of hay 
and oats to each horfe,. 

The expence of all thefe prepa- 
rations muft be enormous, but they 
are fo circumftanced, as to mock any 
reafonable conjecture of the fum ; 
but paper having long and happily 
(theunaufpicious,not ominous Ihope, 
bufinefs of the Bank of Air alone 
excepted) been fubflituted in this 
country in place of money, and 
their great city allies, with courte- 
ous invitation, and liberal and con- 
fiding hand (legally or not no mat- 
ter,) being it is fuppofed ever readv 
to fupply, the wants of adminiftra~. 
tion, be they what they may, in that 
currency, for the prefent at leaft, no 
obilack will ariie from thence ; bot 
how and from whence to draw, and 
where to amafs fo prodigious and 
various a quantity of things, and 
where to find at leaft 200,000 tons of 
Shipping lieceflary to carry them and 
the troops over to America, and fo 
to arrange every thing; that all may 
arrive time enough to make an ab- 
JoJuteconquefl of Aaierica next fum- 

mer> 
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wer, may give paufc to the warmefr. 
advocates for the practicability of 
the prefent meafures, .Should it 
prove otherwife, the vain boafts or 
worthlefs pledge of frantick and, 
prepofterous ambition, are furely 
poor fecurities to riflt the ruin of the 
Hate on. 



On the 1 2th of February 1776, a 
committee of the Weil India planters 
and merchants waited on Lord 
North and Lord George Germaine, 
with the following memorial : 

" Your memoiialifts, in confe- 
.quence of your Lord (hips inclina- 
tion, publickly declared to affift and 
relieve the fugar colonie.% your me- 
morialifts held a general meeting on 
the 22d of December laft, ana ano- 
ther on the 7th inftant, the refult 
whereof has been to lay the following 
propofitions before your lordfhips : 

•* That it is the opinion of your 
memorialifts, that during the conti- 
nuation of this calamitous war, and 
the interdiction of commerce with 
the aflbciated provinces in N^rth 
America, no adequate confumption 
can be found but in Great Britain 
and Ireland for thofe parts of the 
produce of the fugar colonies which 
ufed to be given in exchange for 
lumber and provifions,and confumed 
in North America. 

*' That it is the opinion of your 
xnemorialifts, that flopping the di- 
ft illation of grain in Great Britain 
and Ireland (in like manner as it 
was flopped in Great Britain by the 
afts of parliament pafled in the 30 h, 
j2d, and 33d year of the reign of 
his Majefty King Geo. the Second) 
would materially promote fuch con- 
fump.ion, and thereby enable them 
to purchafefomeprovifions and lum- 
ber wherever they may be found. 

" That it is the opinion of your 
metnorialifts, that reducing the duty 
of excife payable upon the importa- 
tion of rum into Great Britain and 
Ireland, and from fpirita drawn from 
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melaffes in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, fo far as to accommodate its 
price to the various ufes of manu- 
factures and confumption, to which 
fpirituous liquors are commonly ap- 
plied, would materially promote fuch 
confumption. 

*' Your memorialifts having thus 
fubmitted to your lordfhips their fen- 
timentsof what may afford fome im- 
mediate, though inadequate, relief 
to their impending diilrefs, are ne- 
verthelefs of opinion that, peace on* 
]y, and only fuch a peace as will re. 
ftore the antient intercourfe between 
the Weft-India ifiands and the nor- 
thern continent of America, to the 
general harmony and lafting bene- 
fit of the whole Britifh empire, can 
effectually prevent the evils with 
which they are more than theatened. 

" That your memorialifts have in- 
formed your lordfhip of their wants 
and their propofitions for relief, are 
anxious to be forthwith enabled to 
give fuch directions to their agents 
abroad for the future management 
of their property and concerns as 
may correfpond with the counte- 
nance and encouragement they hope 
to receive from adminiilration." 

Congress Chamber. 
Philadelphia* JVW. Z5, 1 775. 
The manner in which the laft 
dutiful petition to his Majefty was 
received, and the fubfequent pro- 
clamation, are confidered by the con. 
grefs as further proofs of thofe ma- 
lignant councils which furround the 
Sovereign and diftract the Britifh 
empire. It is, however, happy for 
mankind that minifters can form 
deftructive plans with much more 
facility than they can execute them. 
The enclofed printed detail of the 
operations in Canada this campaign, 
will fufficiently evince what little 
fuccefs is likely to attend minifle- 
rial exertions for bringing the catho* 
lies of Canada and the favages of 
the wildernefs to war on the defeoce- 
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Iefs women and children of unof- 
fending America. The Canadians 
are much too liberal to be made in- 
struments in the black defjgn of en- 
slaving their brethren ; and the In- 
dians, with their ufual fagacity,have 
by the firnu-ft treaties accepted and 
pledged themfelves to obierve the 
neutrality which thecongrefs defied. 
Neither General Gage nor his 
fucceff t have yet been able to pene- 
trate into the country. The Bntiih 
men of war indeed, which formerly 
with fo much gl< ry fupported the 
intereft and the honour of the nation, 
with a wanton barbarity and inhu- 
manity that would difgiace favages, 
have burned the flounihing but de- 
fencelefs town of Falmouth in the 
colony of MafTachufets bay, and have 
frightened many of the weaker fex 
with their children from other places 
on the fea coaft. It grieves us ex- 
ceedingly to fee the Britilh arms 
employed in fuch a manner, and for 
fuch purpofes ; but we hope the 
fpirit and virtue of a fenfible na- 
tion will foon be exerted to procure 
juilice ftr she innrceot oppr.iTed co- 
lonies, and to reflore harmony and 
peace to tie B.iufh. empire. There 
is nothing more ardently defued by 
North America, thanalafting union 
with Great Britain on terms of jutt 
and equal liberty : but a men and 
as defcendanta of Great Britain, the 
good people of thefe colonies will 
rely to the lall on heaven, and their 
own virtuous effbits, for fecurity, a- 
gainft the abufive iyilem preflld by 
adminiftration for the ruin of Ame- 
rica, and which, if purfued, mult 
end in the deftruclion of a great em- 
pire. 

The intelligence now fent is, to 
prevent the nation's being impofed 
upon by mifreprcfentauors, and to 
guard again It miltakes that may 
probably arife from wanting a true 
fta;e of fads. We cannot fuppofe 
that a brave and fenfible people will 
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be prevented by proclamation, from 
furnilhing North America with fuch 
advice and afliftance, as the Jaws 
permit, and juftice to an opprefled 
people demands. 

John Hancock, President, 
From Holt's Ne*w York Gazette. 
A letter from General Montgomery, 
cemmander of the continental army 
before Quebec* to Governor Carleton, 
dated Holland-bouje f Dec* 6, 177c. 
SIR, 

" Notwithstanding the perfonal 
ill treatment 1 have received at your 
hands, notwuhitanding the cruelty 
you have (hewn to the unhappy pri- 
foners you have taken, the feelings 
of humanity induce me to have re- 
courfe to this expedient to Uve you 
from the deltruclion which hangs 
over your wretched garrifon. Give 
me leave to inform you that I am 
well acquainted with your fituation ; 
a great extent of works in their na- 
ture incapable of defence, manned 
with a motley crew of failors, moft 
of them our friends and citizens, 
who w ill to fee us within their walls, 
a few of the worft troops that call 
themfelves foldiers, the impoffibility 
of relief, and the certain profpect of 
wanting every neceffary of life, 
mould your opponents confine their 
operations to a fmgle blockade, 
point out the abfurdicy of refiftance, 
fuch is your fituation. 1 am at the 
head of troops accuftomed to fucceis, 
confident of the righteous caufe they 
are engaged in, inured to danger 
and fatigue, and fo highly incenfed 
at your inhumanity, illiberal abufe, 
and the ungenerous means employed 
to prejudice them in the minds of 
the Canadians, that it is with diffi- 
culty I refirain them till my batte- 
ries Uvt ready, from infuking your 
woiks, which would afford them the 
fair opportunity of ample vengeance 
and juit retaliation. Firing upon a 
flagof truce, hitherto urprecedented, 
even among favages, prevents my 
following 
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following the ordinarymode of con- 
veying my fentiments. However, 
1 will at any rate acquit my con- 
ference. Should you perfift in an 
unwarrantable defence, the cenfe- 
quence be. upon your own head. — 
Beware of deftroying flores of any 
fort, public or private, as you did at 
. Montreal or in the river, if you do, 
by heavens there will be, no mercy 
ihewn. 

Richard Montgomery." 
Extrafi of a letter from Lieutenant Van 
Vagenen of Capt.Quackenbos's com- 
pany of New Yorkers , dated before 
- Quebec, \btb December* 1775. 

*« We arc now before Quebec, 
which makes an obftinate defence. 
A flag was lately fent them to fur- 
render, but it was fired at by Carle* 
ton, and obliged to retire. Col. Ar- 
nold, and M'Pherfon, our general's 
aid-de-camp, were again difpatched, 
they got to the walls, but were or- 
dered to be gone immediately ; they 
aflced, if the governor would not re- 
ceive a letter which they had for 
bim, they were anfwered, no ; and 
Ordered to decamp ; upon which 
they retired. We have thrown above 
200 {hells inro the town, and this 
morning opened a fix gun battery, 
which is now playing on the walls. 
The enemy have killed tenor twelve 
of our men. A council of war was 
called laft evening, when it was con- 
eluded not to ftorm the town until 
a reinforcement fliould arrive, as it 
was generally thought that they have 
more men within the walls than we 
have without" 



From the London Gaxette. 
Whitehall* March 9. 
A tranfport brig, named the Three 
Sifters, Capt. Smith, mailer, is ar- 
rived in twenty eight days from 
New York, with difpatched from 
Governor Tryon, inclofing the fol- 
lowing accounr, published by order 
of the continental congrefs, of an at- 
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tempt made early in the morning of 
the 31ft of December by the rebel 
army, under the command of Ge- 
neral Montgomery, to take the town 
of Quebec ny ftorm, in which at- 
tempt they were defeated, and Ge- 
neral Montgomery, and a number of 
officers, and about fixty private men, 
killed, and about three hundred 
taken prifoners. 

Philadelphia, January 25, '776. 

" The laft letters irom Canada 
bring an account of an unfuccefsfui 
attempt made to gain pofietfion of 
Quebec by ftorm on the 31ft of 
December laft, between the hours of 
two and feven in the morning. 

*' The General, finding his can- 
non too light to effect a brtach, and 
that the enemy would not hearken 
to terms of capitulation, formed a 
defign for carrying the town by efca- 
lade. In this he was encouraged by 
the extenfivenefs of the works, 
and the weaknefs of the garrifon. 
When every thing was piepared, 
while he was waiting the opportuni- 
ty of a fnow ftorm to carry his de- 
fign into execution, fevtral men de- 
ferted to the enemy. His plan at 
fir ft was to have attacked the upper 
and lower town at the fame time, 
depending principally for fuccefs 
againft the upper town : but difco- 
vering, from the motions of the ene- 
my, that they were apprifed of his 
defign, he altered his plan ; aad, 
having divided his little army into 
four detachments, ordered two feints 
to be made againft the upper town, 
one- by Colonel Livingfton, at the 
head of the Canadians, againft Sr, 
John's Gate ; the other by Capain 
Brown, at the head of a fmall de- 
tachment, againft Cape Diamond, 
referving to himfclf ai.d Colonel Ar- 
nold the two principal attacks a- 
gainft the lower town, 

" At five o'clock, the hour ap- 
pointed for the attack* the general, 
at the head of the New York troops, 
advanced 
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advanced again ft the lower town at 
A once de Mere. Being obliged to 
take a circuit, the fignal for the at- 
tack was given, and the garrifon 
alarmed before he reached the place ; 
however, preffing on, he parted the 
firft barrier, snd was juft opening to 
attempt the fecond, when by the firft 
fire from the enemy he was unfor- 
tunately killed, together with his 
aid-decamp, Captain John M'Pher- 
fon, Captain Cheefeman, and two or 
three more. This fo difpirited the 
men, that Colonel Campbell, on 
whom the command devolved, found 
himfelf under the difagreeable ne- 
ceflity of drawing them off. 

" In the mean while Colonel Ar- 
nold, at the head of about 350 of 
thofe brave troops (who with un- 
paralleled fatigue had penetrated 
Canada under his command) and 
Captain Lamb's company of artil- 
lery, had parted through St. Rogues, 
and approached near a two gun bat- 
tery without being discovered. This 
he attacked, and though it was well 
defended for about an hour, carried 
itwithtbe lofs of a numberof men. 
In this attack Colonel Arnold had 
the misfortune to have his leg fplin- 
tered by a (hot, and was obliged to 
be carried to the hofpital. After 
gaining the battery, his detachment 
pafTed on to a fecond barrier, which 
they took pofleffion of. By this time 
the enemy, relieved from the other 
attacks, by our troops being drawn 
off, directed their whole force again (I 
this detatchment, and a party fally- 
ing out from .palace-gate, attacked 
them in the rear. 

•* Thefe brave men fuftained the 
force of the whole garrifon for three 
hours, but finding therafelves hem- 
med in, and no hopes of relief, they 
were obliged toyieldtonumbers, and 
theadvantageous fituation the garri- 
fon had over ihem. 

** No regular return is yet come 
to hand, but, by the advices re- 
ceived, we learn, that our lofs in 
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killed and wounded amounts tor 
about 60, and 300 taken prifoners, 
who are treated very humanely. 

" Among the (lain, are Captain 
Kendricks and Lieutenant Hum- 
phries, of the riflemen, and Lieute- 
nant Cooper. 

** After this unfortunate repulfe, 
the remainder of the army retired 
about three miles from the city, 
where they have pefted themfelves 
advantageoufly, and are continuing 
the blockade, waiting for reinforce- 
ments, which are now on their 
march to join them. 

" Every poflible mark of diftinc- 
tionwas fhewn to the corpfe of Ge- 
neral Montgomery, who was inter- 
red in Quebec on the 2d of January. 
Published by order of the Congrefs, 
Charles Thompson, Sec." 

Marttnico, Qfiober 25. 
* A few days ago an Englifh fri- 
gate caft anchor in the harbour of 
Fort-Royal, under the cannon of 
the fort, and fent fome armed men 
in her boats to £t\zt a New-England 
veflel which lay in that harbour, 
whofe crew they made prifoners, then 
plundered the veflel, and afterwards 
left her to the mercy of the waves.— 
Tfce Count de Nozieres being then 
at Guadaloupe, the Sieur de Sablo- 
oetf commandant in his abfence at 
Fort Royal, failed not to take upon 
him to punifh this violation of the 
law of nations by firing on the Eng- 
lifh f/igate, which, after this expe- 
dition, failed for St. Pierre, where 
there were then a dozen (hips be- 
longing to New-England. The fri- 
gate anchored, without ceremony, 
alfoin that port, and difpatched her 
boats to vifit the (hips which (he 
fufpeclfd to be laden with warlike 
ammunition ; but as they met with 
refinance from the firft they attempt- 
ed to board, the inhabitant of St* 
Pierre defended the Englifh Ameri- 
cans, and having armed themfelves, 
took the boats, with their crews, 

and 
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and the men were conveyed afhore, the conqueft of their country is iro 



notwjthftanding all their relittance ; 
fome of them were wounded on this 
occaiion. 

The Count de Choif ul-Meuze, 
fecond in command at Martinico, 
and then chief in the abfence of the 
general, immediately went to the 
ftorehoufe where the Englifh were 
detained, and after fharply upbraid- 
ing them for fo manifeft an infrac- 
tion of the law of nations, he fern a 
detachment On board the Englifh 
frigate, and caofed it to be fignified 



practicable ? Certainly not. Rea- 
fon revolts at the thought. But be- 
fore adminiftration go too far in this 
horrid carnage of fellow-fubjecls, ic 
would be wifdom in them to think 
of the welfare of Britain itfelf, how- 
ever hateful the colonies are to our 
leaders. It has been often declared, 
that not only foreign affiftance could 
be had (meaning Hefle, &c.) if ne- 
ceflary, but that the natural ene. 
mies of England, to wit, France and 
Spain, had afTured our court of their 



to the commander, that he would pacific difpofition during this unna 

not releafe his men till fucb time tural conflict. It may be fo ; and 

as he had repaired the injury which who would doubt the fafcinating ex 



had been done ; this was accompa- 
nied with an exprefs order to put to 
fea immediately after ; and the more 
efficacioufly to decide the matter, he 
inftantly fet about preparing the 
battery of St. Martha, and threat- 



preflions of thefe nations ? but as it 
has never yet been fhewn how the 
iflands belonging to France and 
Spain rely on the continent, I will 
announce to the public, that there 
is not one of the French iflands but 



ened to fink the Englifh frigate, if what is equally dependent on Ame- 

fhe deferred giving the fatisfaclion rica for fupplies of Hour, Indian 

which was demanded. The firm- corn, falt-fifh, oil, iron, lumber of 

nefs of our commandant had its ef- every fpecies, as well as all kinds 

feels on the captain, who fpeedily of lire flock, &c. as are our own 



performed what was defired, and 
then weighed anchor, after having 
received his boats and his men. 

Utrecht Gazette. 
For the Remembrancer. 



iflands ; and fo neceflary are thefe 
eflentials to them, that permiflions 
are granted for their free introduc- 
tion into aim oft every ifland ; and 
where it is not wholly fo, they re- 



It is now foo apparent, that the ceive them from St. Euftatia and the 
idea of reconciliation with America Danifh iflands. Hence it is clear, 
was illufive and treacherous. No- that the French iflands cannot ex- 
thing was further frcm the indentions ift not even fix months, without the 
of adminiftration, than an equitable beneficial commerce of America ; 
reftoration of peaee and concord to confequently France will not, be able 



both countries ; for at the very time 
commiflioners were talked of to com* 
proonfe the differences ; were not 
troops fhipped off to harrafs the 
fouthern colonies f And is not a bill 
pafled for the annihilation of Ame- 
rican commerce, and confifcation of 
all their vefTels ? Cm any man then 
in his fenfes, fuppofe thofe hardy 
people will crouch to fubmiffion by 



in a fhort time, to receive the ufual, 
or any refources from thofe domi- 
nions. And with refpeel to Spain, 
it is an equal facl, that the Havan- 
nah, Porto Rico, ancMn a word, all 
the Spanifh fctlements in the Weft 
Indies, were, till within three months, 
fed from American flour, flapped 
chiefly from Philadelphia and N<w- 
Ycrk in Englifh vefTels to Cadiz, 



the lofs of their fhipping, when it is and thence to the iflands in Spanifh 
obvious to the whole world, that bottoms. From whence, it plainly 

S f appears, 
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appears, how dependent are the do* nefs hu feized oar rulers ; and En 



minions of our bittereft enemies on 
the colonies for exiftence and com- 
merce. And can it be fuppofed thofe 
powerful nations will tamely acqui- 
efce in the furrender of their inva- 
roable pofleffions ? Bat is it not more 
probable, that they will openly trade 
with the Americans (foeuentially ne- 



land will not awake until fhe is routed 
by the piercing cries of her poor, the 
beggary of her merchants, and the 
united opposition of her antient, and 
the acceffion of frelh enemies. Let 
the junto contemplate thefe truths, and 
tremble. The time approaches, — 
France and Spain muft affifttheAme- 



ceflary to their intereft) in defpite of ricans, and thence furely a general 
all the threats of a kingdom growing war is inevitable. Say no more; 



dairy more impotent and divided ? It 
certainly is. Then what is to follow ? 
a continuance of the expenfi've war 
with America, and a frefli one of a 
dreadful magnitude with France and 
Spain. And is England qualified to 
fight thofe three mighty powers ? Aflc 
the national debt, the lofs of com- 
merce, of revenue, and the encreafed 
taxations. Yet, this is not all; you 
have more enemies in confequence of 
your firft quarrel, than you are aware 
of; for I muft fay, there is too much 
ignorance of the advantages refill ting 
from the colonies reigning in this 
country, than I could at firft have 
conceived. Betides the French and 
Spanlfh, all the Danifh iflands are 
equally dependent on America for 
fimilar fupplies : A nd will not the 
Danes alfo force a trade with the con- 
tinent fooner than lofe their pofTef- 
fions ? They will. In thefe defcrip- 
tions I have not touched upon the ab- 
folute reliance of France, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Germany, and Italy, during 
the laft eight years, on America, for 
conftant importations of wheat and 
flour ; nor particularly, that for the 
laft two years even Great Britain her- 
felf would have ftarved but for her 
rebellious fubje&s. It is true an un- 
common harveft pervaded the whole 
world laft year ; and happy for Eng- 
land it was fo. However, before this 
year is ended, there is not an Euro- 
pean ftate but what will look to their 
iteady friends the Americans to feed 
their diftrefled poor. A judicial blind- 



The following Litter to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, when Secretary of State 
for America, is recommended to the 
Remembrancer, as containing the heft 
and trueftRefrefentationoftbe Grie<v- 
ances of the People of New England, 
and therefore worthy of being frc~ 
fervedin that work* 

My Lord, 
The report to be made upon the 
petition from the Honfe of Represen- 
tatives of the MaiTachufet's bay, a. 
fainft their governors, will have fo 
erifive an influence on the people of 
that province, that I feel myfelf com- 
pelled to addrefs your Lordfhip on 
the fubject. 

A difcovery is made, by letters un- 
der their own hands, that the Gover- 
nor and Lieutenant Governor had' 
been fecretly labouring to fubvert the 
chartered rights of the colony, to fub- 
ject the people to arbitrary govern- 
ment, and to fdbduc them by military 
force. It appeared, that to accom- 
plim thefe ends, they had painted the 
proceedings of the people in the moft 
falfe and odious colours ; forging 
falfehoods where » mifreprefentarion 
would not fuffice. 

All this was conducted under the 
cloak of fecret and confidential cor- 
respondence, that the mifchief might 
come upon them unforefeen, the 
caufes unknown, and the authors un- 
difcovered. The people were to be 
the victims of a fecret information ; 
they were to be condemned without 
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being heard, and punifhed with the 
heaviest of all calamities, the lofs of 
their rights and liberties, without 
being apprifed of the accufation, or 
a possibility of defence. 

The perfons who planned and ex- 
ecuted this attrocious, and (for upon 
principle it cannot be deemed lefs) 
this treasonable confpiracy againil the 
constitution, Stipulated their expedta- 
tions of reward. ' 

It was natural that this difcovery 
Should exafperate the people to an ex- 
treme. They faw, in the perfons of 
thofe who were thus planning their 
destruction, men bound to them by 
all the ties of fellow-citizens, and the 
obligations of gratitude ; men who 
had been long cheriShed, truSled and 
honoured among them, and who had 
always profeSTed the moft zealous at- 
tachment, which virtue and gratitude 
could infpire, to their rights and in- 
terests. This was more efpecially the 
cafe of their chief governor, who was, 
at that very time, praclifing every 
art to fix in the minds of the people 
an exalted opinion of his warmcft af- 
fection for them, and of his unremit- 
ting endeavours to promote their beSl 
interests at the court of Great-Britain. 
They faw, befides, in the mode of 
this attempt again ft them, fomething 
peculiarly malignant. The ministry 
were fuffidently difpofed to adopt 
every feverity againft them. Gover- 
nor Bernard and the commiflioners 
were fufficient to keep up their pre- 
judices and paSfions. To poifon the 
minds of thofe in opposition, and by 
that means to deprive the people of 
every benefit either from the efforts 
of that opposition, or from a change 
of administration, was the diabolical 
plan of Mr. Hutchinfon and Mr. Oli- 
ver. 

Had the popular indignation been 
followed by the moil immediate and 
tragical conSequences, no one could 
have been furprifed* Happily, how- 
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ever, the very men, whom the go- 
vernors had aSperfed as the fowers of 
Sedition and promoters of outrage, 
prevailed upon them to truft to his 
Majefly's juJdice for redrefs. For this 
purpofe, the Houfe of Reprcfcnta- 
ti<ves have, in humble petition, im- 
plored his Majeity's intervention to 
remove thefe men, becaufe they have 
loft all truSl and confidence with the 
people. It is this prayer to which 
you are now to advife an anfwer. 

It is well worth considering, my 
Lord, what will . be the confequence 
of an ungracious, irritating anfwer. — 
For fome years pail the people of 
America, and thofe of BoSton in par- 
ticular, have been abufed, m frepre- 
fented, and oppreSTed, beyond the ex- 
ample of the worfl of times. They 
have feen, for a feries of years, every 
reprefentation againSl them received, 
every application for them rejected. — 
When the authors of the fecret infor- 
mations, which tended to bring upvn 
them the difpleafure of their fovereign, 
the refentment of parliament, and to 
fubvert their liberties, were providen- 
tially difcovered, and their reprefen- 
tations proved falfe and wicked ; the 
confequence has invariably been the 
encouragement and reward of thofe 
fo detected. The difcovery of Go- 
vernor Bernard's falfe and malignant 
letters, with the fraud* he committed 
in his office, ferved only to make him 
a baronet, with what is equivalent to 
an enormous penSion. Mr. Oliver 
was charged, upon the oaths of feve- 
ral of his Majefty's council, and by 
their unanimous refolution, with a 
moil dangerous breach of truSl, in 
having forged minutes of their board, 
and authenticated them on oath, for 
the purpofe of justifying a maSTacre 
committed by a licentious foldiery, 
and to throw the blame of it upon 
the people. What was the confe- 
quence ? Not punifhment, but pro- 
motion. The people faw, with afto- 
S f z nifhment 
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the firft iinpreffion, and as rational as 
it is new. We ought at leaft to be 
told in what book of evidence it is to 
be found ; in what court, in what 
cafe it was ever urged or admitted. 
The North Britons have kindly under- 
taken to reprint and correct our books ; 
perhaps it is to be found in fome 
Scotch editions of our law books and 
reports. New modelling our law has 
been long the favourite object of our 
Jmiling friends from that quarter. 

Governor Hutchinfon has acknow- 
ledged, in his anfwer to an .address 
from the Council, that fome of the 
letters bear his fignature. . They Hand 
therefore as matter of record, the ve- 
rity of which cannot be affected by 
the manner in which they were ob- 
tained : not that I have heard it even 
infinuated by any reputable perfon 
that they were procured by any undue 
means. It feems, therefore, that the 
objection is not that they were unfairly 
obtained, but that idle, perhaps im- 
pertinent, curiofuy is not gratified by 
knowing how they were procured. 

When a noble Lord, for fo his pa- 
tent obliges me to call him, produced 
the Effay on Woman in the Houfe of 



nimment and horror, this very man, 
thus ftigmatized, immediately pro- 
moted to be their Lieutenant Gover- 
nor. 

Thefe are fads, my Lord, of public 
notoriety; fails which, fpeaking to 
ftones, would make them capable of 
impreffion. ' Rewards have followed 
crimes as conftantly as light the fun. 
Promotion and emolument in Ame- 
rica, have been exactly proportioned 
to men's perfidy to the people, and 
their avowed enmity to their imme- 
diate country. No people can be fo 
dull as not to feel thefe injuries ; no 
people can be fo pufilanimous as not 
to rcfent them. Reiterated oppref- 
fions, detections, complaints, and dif- 
appointments, have worked up men's 
minds to the higheft pitch of refent- 
ment and defpair. The meafure is 
now full - one drop more may make 
the waters of bitternefs overflow, to 
the deftruction of the moft valuable 
commerce of this country, and the 
irreparable injury of the whole domi- 
nion. 

1 he people of the Maflachufets 
bay have afked humbly, and waited 
patiently, fbrjuftice againft/Mr. Hut 

chinfon and Mr. Oliver. That the . Peers, was an enquiry made into the 
tax was artfully thrown in to irritate manner of procuring it ? On the con- 



and incenfe them to violence was not 
iheir fault ; infamous, inimical, and 
odious, as the Governors have render- 
ed themfelves, they have been fuf- 
fered to fieep in fecurity. A confi- 
dence in his Majeily's juftice, a hope 
that the eyes of his niinifters would be 
at length opened, have fufpended their 
refentment. In my opinion, my Lord, 
t lis is the laft effort of expectation 
and endurance. 

I have not yet heard a denial or 
refutation of the letters upon which 
that petition is founded ; but it has 
been faid, that the letters cannot be 
admitted as evidence, unlefs the man- 
ner in which they were obtained be 
declared. This rule of evidence is of 



trary, though it was foon proved that 
the mode of obtaining it was in vio- 
lation of all honerty and g- od faith, 
did not both Houfes of Parliament 
proceed to the fevereft cenfure, and 
the Court of King's Bench to the hea- 
vieft judgment, againft the oftenfible 
author, upon the evidence of that ef- 
fay fo fiagitioufly obtained ? And are 
we now to be told, that the malefac- 
tions of Mr. Hutchinfon and Mr. 
Oliver mail efcape puniihment upon 
this pretence ? 

I have dwelt too long upon an ob- 
jection utterly contemptible, and 
which, but for the high and danger- 
ous tendency of it, would not merit a 
moment's coofideration. . 

' ' My 
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• My Lord, the fingle queftion is, 
Whether men, who have rendered 
themfelves univerfally obnoxious to 

- the people, ihall be continued in au- 
thority over them ? To determine in 
the affirmative, is tofetthefentiments 
of the people at defiance. Is there any 

• man (o wicked as to wifh, or fo weak 
as to expect, that a government, con- 
ducted on fuch principles, would be 

• fecure or lafting ? The folly of go- 
vernment may be fometimes forgiven, 
its injuftice never : but when folly and 
injuftice unite, it muft be odious, weak, 
and contemptible. A little time, my 
Lord, will mew that government, in 
the hands of obnoxious men, is too ar- 
bitrary, too inconfiftent with the ge- 
nius 6f the people, to be long en- 
dured. No reafoning can reconcile 
them, no force can fubdue them to it. 
It isjuftice only that can enfure fub- 
miflion ; for as Judge Blackftone ob- 
serves, " It is found by experience, 
that, whenever the unconstitutional 
oppreflions, even of the fovereign 
power, advance with gigantic ftrides, 
and threaten defolation to a ftaie, man- 
kind will not be reafoned out of the 
feelings of humanity, nor will facrifice 
their liberty by a fcrupulous adher- 

' ence to thofe political maxims which 
were originally eftabliihcd to preferve 
it." 

My Lord, an attempt to eftabliih 
government in America by military 
force, muft be ultimately fatal to thfs 
country. It will commence in folly 
and injuftice — it will end in diftreis 

. and humiliation. 



The following Rules for reducing a 
Great Empire to a fmall one, ivas 
written by Dr. Benjamin Franklin, 
and prefented to a late Minijler, woken 
be entered upon bis Adminijfl ration. 
An antient Sage valued himfelf up- 
on this, that though he could not 
fiddle, he knew how to make a great 
city of a little one. The fciencc that 
I, a modern Simpleton, am about to 



communicate is the very reverfe. 

I addrefs myfelf to all minifters who 
have the management of extenfive do- 
minions, which from their very great- 
nefs are become troublefome to go- 
*vern, becaufe the multiplicity of their 
affairs leaves no time fox fiddling. 

I. In the firft place, Gentlemen, 
you are to confider, that a great Em- 
pire, like a great cake, is moft eaftfy 
diminifhed at the edges. Turn your 
attention therefore firft to your remot- 
eft provinces; that as you get rid of 
them, the next may follow in order. 

II. That the poflibility of this fe- 
' paratibn may always cxift, take fpe- 

cial care the provinces are never in- 
corporated with the Mother Country, 
that they do not enjoy the fame com- 
mon rights, the fame privileges in 
commerce, arid that they are governed 
by fevercr laws, all of your enadling, 
without allowing them any mare m 
the choice of the legiflators. By care- 
fully making and prefcrving fuch di- 
ftinclions, you will (to keep to my 
fimile of the cake) act like a wile 
Gingerbread-Baker, who, to facilitate 
a divifion, cuts his dough half through 
in thofe places, where, when b.iked, 
he would haveit broken to pieces. 

III. Thofe remote provinces have 
perhaps been acquired, purchafed, or 
conquered, at the folc cxpence of the 
fettlers of their anccftors, without the 
aid of the Mother Country. If this 

* fhould happen to increafe her ftrength 
by their growing numbers ready to 
join in her wars, her commerce by 
their growing demand for her manu- 
factures, or her naval power by great- 
er employment for her fh ps and fea- 
men, they may probably fuppofc fome 
merit in this, and that it entitles 
them to fome favour ; you are there- 
fore to forget it all, or refent it as if 
they had done you injury. If they 
happen to be zealous whigs, friends of 
liberty, nurtured in revolution prin- 
ciples, remember all that to their pre- 
judice, and contrive to punifhit : For 

fuch 
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fech principles, after a revolution is Attorneys clerks and Newgate folKci- 



tkoroughly eftablifhed, are of no more 
ofe, they are even odious and abomi- 
nable. 

IV. However peaceable our Colo- 
nies have fubmitted to your govern- 
ment, (hewn -their affection to your 
intereib, and patiently borne their 
grievance-, you are to fuppofe them 
alway* inclined to revolt, and treat 
them accordingly. Quarter troops 
among them, who by their infolence 
may provoke the rifing of mobs, and 
by their bullets and bayonets fupprefs 
them. By this means, like the huf- 
band who ufes his wife ill from fufpi- 
cion, you may in. time convert your 
fufpicions into realities. 

V. Remote provinces muft have 
governors and judges, to reprefentthe 
Royal Perfon, and pxecute every 
where the delegated parts of his c fhee 
and authority. You minifters know, 
that much of the ftrength of govern- 
ment depends on the opinion of the 
people ; and much of that opinion on 
the choice of rulers placed immediately 
over them. If you fend them wife and 
good men for governors, who ftudy 
the intereft of the colonifts, and ad- 
vance their profperity, they will think 
their king wife and good, and that he 
wifhes the welfare of his fubjects. H 
you fend them learned' and upright 
men for judges, they will think him 
a lover of juftice. This may attach 
your provinces more to his govern- 
ment. You are therefore to be care- 
ful who you recommend for thofe of- 
fices. — If you can find prodigals who 
have ruined their fortunes, broken 

fameilers or ftock-jobbers, thefe may 
o well as governors, for they will 
probably be rapacious, and provoke 
the people by their extortions. — ■> — 
Wrangling proctors and petty-fogging 
lawyers too are not amifs, for they will 
be for ever difputing and quarrelling 
with their little parliaments. If withal 
they ftiould be ignorant, wrong-head- 
ed and infolent, fo much the better. 



tors will do for chief-juftices, efpeci- 
ally if they hold their places during 
your pleafure : — And all will contri- 
bute to imprefs thofe ideas of your go- 
vernment that aqe proper for a people 
you would wifh to renounce it. 

VI. To confirm thefe imprefiions, 
and ftrike them deeper, whenever the 
injured come to the capital with com - 
plaints of mal-adminmration, oppref- 
fion, or injuftice, punifti fuch fu iters 
with long delay, enormous expence, 
and a final judgment in favour of the 
oppreflbr. This will have an admir- 
able effect every way. The trouble of 
future complaints will be prevented, 
and governors and judges will be en- 
couraged to farther acts of oppreffion 
and injuftice ; and thence the people 
may become more difaffectcd, and at 
length defperate. 

VII. When fuch governors have 
crammed their coffers, and made them- 
felves fo odious to the people that they 
can no longer remain among them 
with fafety to their perfons, recall and 
reward them with penfions. You may 
make them baronets too, if that re- 
fpe&able order ihould not think fit to 
refent it. All will contribute to en- 
courage new governors in the fame 
practices, and make the fupreme go- 
vernment deteftable. 

VIII. If when you are engaged in 
war, your colonies ihould vie in liberal 
aids of men and money again ft the 
common enemy, upon your fimple re- 
quifition, and give far beyond their 
abilities, reflect that a penny taken 
from them by your power is more ho- 
nourable to you than a pound pre- 
fehted by their benevolence. Deipife 
therefore their voluntary grants, and 
refolve to harrafs them with , novel 
taxes. They will probably complain 
to your parliaments that they are 
taxed by a body in which they have 
no reprefentative, and that this is con- 
trary to common right. They will 
petition for redrefs. Let the parlia- 
ment 
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went flout their daims, reje£r. their fay, " Though we have no property, 



petitions, refufe even to fuffer the 
reading of them, and treat the peti- 
tioners with the utmoft contempt.-— 
Nothing can have a better effect in 
producing the alienation propofed ; 
for though many can forgive inju- 
ries, none ever forgave contempt. 

IX. In laying thefe taxes, never re- 
gard the heavy burthens thofe remote 
people already undergo, in defending 
their own frontiers, fupporting then- 
own provincial government, making 
new roads, building bridges, churches, 
and other public edifices, which in 
old countries have been done to your 
hands by your anceftors, but which 
occafion conftant calls and demands 
on the purfes of a new people. For- 
get the reftraints you lay on their 
trade for your own benefit, and the 
advantage a monopoly of this trade 
gives your exacting merchants. Think 
nothing of the wealth thofe merchants 
and your manufacturers acquire by 
the colony commerce ; their encreafed 
ability thereby to pay taxes at home ; 
their accumulating^ in the price of 
their commodities, moil of thofe taxes, 
and fo levying them from their con- 
Aiming cuftomers : All this, and the 
employment and fupport of thoufands 
of your poor by the Colonics, you are 
entirely to forget. But remember to 
make your arbitrary tax mere griev- 
ous to your provinces, by public de- 
clarations importing that your power 
of taxing them has no limits, fo that 
when you take from them without 
their confent a milling in the pound, 
you have a clear right to the other 
nineteen. This will probably weaken 
every idea of fecurity in their property, 
and convince them, that under inch 
a government they have nothing they 
can call their own ; which can fearce 
fail of producing the happeft cosfe- 
quences I 

X. Poflibly indeed feme of them 
might Hill comfort themielves, and 



we have yet fomething left that is 
valuable ; we have conftitutional li- 
berty both of perfbn and of confei- 
ence. This King, thefe Lords, and 
thefe Commons, who it feems are too 
remote from us to know us and feel 
for us, cannot take from us our Habeas 
Corpus right, or our right of trial by 
a jury of our neighbours : They can- 
not deprive us of the exercife of our 
religion, alter our ecclefiaftical confti- 
tution, and compel us to be Papifb, 
if they pleafe, or Mahometans." To 
annihilate this comfort, begin by laws 
to perplex their commerce with infi- 
nite regulations impoffible to be re- 
membered and obferved : ordain Sei- 
zures of their property for every fail- 
ure ; take away the trial of fuch pro- 
perty by jury, and give it to arbitrary 
judges of your own appointing, and 
of the loweft characters in the coun- 
try, whofe falaries and emoluments 
are to arife out of the duties or con- 
demnations, and whofe appointments 
are during pleafure. Then let there 
he a formal declaration ofboth Hoofes, 
that opposition to your edids is dea- 
fen, and that perfbns fufpe&ed of tren- 
fon in the provinces may, according 
to feme obfolete law, be feized ao3 
fent to the metropolis of the empire 
for trial ; and pafs an a&, that thofe 
there charged with certain other of- 
fences, fhall be fent away in rkaSf 
from their friends and country to be 
tried in the fame manner for felony. 
Then erect a new court of inqutfitiom 
among them, accompanied by am 
armed force, with inftrucYions to tran- 
sport all fuch fufpe&ed perfons t to be 
ruined by the expence, if they bring 
over evidences to prove their inno- 
cence, or be found guilty and hang'd 
if they can't afford it. And left the 
people fhould think you cannot pop 
Ably go any farther, pafs another fb- 
lemn declaratory aft, that " King, 
Lords, and Commons, had, hath, and 

of 
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of right ought to have, full power and ed for the defence of 



authority to make ftatutes of fufficient 
force and validity to bind the mire- 
prefented provinces in all cafes what- 
foever." This will include fpiritual 
with temporal, and taken together, 
muft operate wonderfully to your pur- 
pofe, by convincing them, that they 
are at prefent under a power fome- 
thing like that fpoken of in the fcrip- 
tures, which can not only kill their 
bodies, but damn their fouls to all 
c ernity, by compelling them, if it 
plea fes, to worihip the devil. 

XI. To make your taxes more 
odious, and more likely to procure 
refiftance, fend from the capital a 
board of officers to fuperintend the 
collection, compofed of themofHndif- 
cxeet, ill-bred, and infolent you can 
find. Let thefe have large falaries 
out of the extorted revenue, and live 
in open grating luxury upon the fweat 
and blood of the induftrious, whom 
they are to worry continually with 

froundlcfs and expenfive profecutions 
efore the above-mentioned arbitrary 
revenue-judges, all ac the coft of the 
party profecuted though acquitted, 
tecaufe the King is to pay no cofts.— 
Let thefe men by your order be ex- 
empted from all the common taxes 
and burthens of the province, though 
they and their property are protected 
by its laws. If any revenue officers 
are fufpected of the leaf! tendernefs 
for the people, difcard them. Ifo- 
thers are juftly complained of, protect 
and reward them. Jf any of the un- 
der-officers behave fo as to provoke 
the people to drub them, promote 
thofe to better offices : This will en- 
courage others to procure for them- 
felves fuch profitable drubbings, by* 
multiplying and enlarging fuch pro- 
vocations, and ail will work towards 
the end you aim at. 

XII. Another way to make your 
tax odious, is to mifapply the produce 
of it. If it was originally .appropriat- 



the provinces* 
and the better fupport of government^ 
and the adminiftration of juftice where 
it may be necelTary, then apply none 
ofic to that defence, but beftow it 
where it is not neceflary, in augment- 
ing falaries or penfions to every go- 
vernor who has diftinguiihed himfelf 
by his enmity to the people, and by 
calumniating them to their fovereign. 
This will make him pay it more un- 
willingly, and be more apt to quarrel 
with thofe that collect it, and thofe 
that impofed it, who will quarrel 
again with them, and all fhall contri- 
bute to your own purpofe, of making 
them weary of your government. 

XIII. If the people of any province 
have been accuftomed to fupport their 
own governors and judges to fatisfac- 
tion, you are to apprehend that fuch 
governors and judges may be thereby: 
influenced to treat the people kindly, 
and to do them juftice. This is ano- 
ther reafon for applying part of that 
revenue in larger falaries to fuch go- 
vernors and judges, given, as their 
Gommiffioners are, during your plea- 
fure only, forbidding them to take any 
Salaries from their provinces ; • that 
thus the people may no longer hope 
any kindnefs from their governors, or 
(in Crown cafes) any juilice from their' 
judges. And as the money thus mif- 
applied in one province is extorted 
from all, probably all will refent the 
mifapplication. 

XIV. If the parliaments of your. 
provinces mould dare to claim rights, 
or complain of your adminiftration, 
order them to be harafs'd with re- 
peated duTolutions. If the fame men 
are continually returned by new elec- 
tions, adjourn their meetings to fome 
country village, where they cannot, 
be accommodated, and there keep 
them during plcafure ; for this, you 
know, is your prerogative ; and an 
excellent one it is 3 as you "may ma- 
nage i; to promote difcon tents among 

the 
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the people,' diminifh their refpeet, and your governors and officers in enmity 



increafe their difaffection. 

XVI Convert the brave honeit of- 
ficers of your navy into pimping tide- 
waiters and colony officers of the cu- 
itoms. Let thofe Who in time of war 
fought gallantly in defence of the 
commerce of their countrymen, in 
peace be taught to prey upon it. Let- 
them learn to be corrupted by great 
and real fmugglers, but (to (hew their 
diligence) fcour with armed boats 
every bay, harbour, river, creek, cove 
or nook throughout the coaft of your 
Colonies, ftop and detain every coaft- 
er, every wood-boat, every fifherman, 
tumble their cargoes and even their 
ballaft ; inlide out, and upfide down ; 
and if a penn'orth of pins is fbund'un- 
entered, let the whole be feized and 
confiscated. Thus ihall the trade of 
your Colonifts fuiFer more from their 
friends in time of peace, than it did 
from their enemies in war. — Then let 
thefe boats' crews land upon every 
farm in their way, rob their orchards, 
fteal the pigs and poultry, and infult 
the inhabitants. If the injured and 
exafperated farmers, unable to pro- 
cure other juftice, fhould attack the 
aggreflbrs, drub them, and burn their 
boats, you are to call this high treafon 
and rebellion, order fleets and armies 
into their country, and threaten to 
carry all the offenders three thoufand 
miles to be hanged, drawn, and quar- 
tered. — Of this will work admirably ! 

XVI. If you are told of difcon tents 
in your Colonies, never believe that 
they are general, or that you have 
given occanon for them ; therefore do 
not think of applying any remedy, or 
of changing any offenfive meafure. — 
Redrefs no grievance, left they ihould 
be encouraged to demand the redrefs 
of fome other grievance. Grant no 
requeft that is juft and reasonable, left 
they Ihould make another that is un^ 
reafonable. Take all your informa- 
tions of the ftate of the colonies from 



with them. Encourage and reward 
thefe leajing-makers ; fecrete their ly- 
ing accufations, left they ihould be 
confuted ; but aft upon them as tl e 
cleareft evidence, and believe nothing 
you hear from the friends of the peo- 
ple. Siippofe all their complaints to 
be invented and promoted by a few 
factious demagogues, whom if you 
could catch and hang, all would be 
quiet. Catch and hang a few of them 
accordingly ; arid the blood of the 
martyrs Ihall work miracles in favour 
of your purpofe. 

XVII. If you fee rival nations re- 
joicing at the profpect of your dif- 
union with your provinces, t and en- 
deavouring to promote it ; if they 
tranflate, publifh and applaud all the 
complaints of your difcontented colo- 
nifts, at the fame time privately (Emu- 
lating you to feverer meafures ; let 
not that alarm or offend you. Why 
ihould it ? fince you all mean the fame 
thirg. 

XVIII. If any Colony mould at 
their own charge erect a fortrefs to 
fecure their port againft the fleets 
of a foreign enemy, get your governor 
to betray that fortrefs into your hands. 
Never think of paying what itcoft the 
country, for that would look, at Ieaft, 
like fome regard for juftice, but turn 
it into a citadel, to awe the inhabi- 
tants and curb their commerce. If 
they fhould have lodged in fuch for- 
trefs the very arms they bought and 
ufed to aid you in your conquefts, feize 
them all, 'twill provoke like ingrati- 
tude added to robbery. One admir- 
able effect of thefe operations will be, 
to difcourage every other colony from 
erecting fuch defences, and fo their 
and your enemies may more eafily in- 
vade them, to the great difgrace of 
your government, and of courfe the 
furtherance olryour project. 

XIX. Send armies into their coun- 
try under pretence of protecting the 

T t inha-- 
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ithftbiunU; but inftead off arrifon- 
f iog the forts on their frontiers with 
thoit troops, to prevent incurfions* 
demolifh thofc forts, and order the 
troops into the heart of the country, 
that the favages may be encouraged 
to attack the frontiers, and that the 
troops may be protected by the in- 
habitants : This will feem to pro- 
ceed from your ill-will or your ig- 
norance, and contribute farther to 
produce and firengthen an opinion 
among them, that jou are no longer 
fit to govern them* 



) 



him have troops now under his com- 
mand, with all the fortrefles in his 
pofleffion ; and who knows but (like 
fome Provincial generals in the Ro- 
man empire, and encouraged by the 
univerfal difcontent you have pro- 
duced) he may take it into his head 
to fet up for himfejf ? If he mould, 
and you have carefully practifed thefe 
fewexcetlent rules of mine, takemy 
word for it, all the Provinces will 
immediately join him, and you will 
that day (if you have not done it 
fooner) get rid of the trouble of go- 



XX. Laftly, invert the general of verning them, and all the plagues 
your army in the Provinces with attending their commerce and con- 
great and unconllitutional powers, nedion from thenceforth and for 
and free him from the controul of ever, 
even your own civil governors. Let 

Lord GODOLPHIN'j Budgbt. 
Abstract of the Naval and Military Estimates for tbejoar 1704, 
taken from the Records of Parliament, whm Gooolphin was Lord High 
Treafurer* Prince G 10 rob of Denmark Lord High Admiral* and the wV?a- 
rious and immortal J oh n Duke of Marlborough >, Commander in Chief 1 when 
tlx campaign was carried on in Spain, Portugal, the Low Countries, on the 
Rhine, and the Danube ; when our fleets were <ui8eriouj in the Wofi-ln4ies % 
the narrow feus, and on the ocean ; and when the lines of Stbellenimrgb wert 
forced; and when the power, fame and military ftrength of the French Mo- 
narch, then aiming at univerfal empire, was nearly anjdhilaiod at BUnheim 
and Hockfteu 

NAVY. 
Forty thoufand feamen at 4I. per man per month £ 

for thirteen months — — 1,080,000^ 

Extra fervices not provided for — — 167,000! 

Viaualling - — _ ,60,000 } 2,693,135 

Txanfport fervice — — 116,13c | 

Ordnance — — — i7o,oo J 

GUARDS and GARRISONS. 

- Numbers Pay 

Horfe guards, four troops and one regiment 1 14.7 85,607" 
Dragoons, two regiments — 3^ 29,479 

Foot guards and marching regiments, fifteen 

in number — _ 10,164 194,435 



Troops in America — — 



12,125 

600 



3°9>5 2 3 
9,815 



> 3S7>ooo 



General officers, contingencies, &c. 

Invalids — . _ 



Total 12,725 319,408 



32.59* 

5>ooo w 



Eft i mate 
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Eftimate •/* 400,000 men to #8 in tkt Low Countries, 

k Numbers 



Horfe, five regiments 
Dragoons, three ditto 
Foot, fifteen &tto 
Danes — 

PtuHiatis — 

Hcffiltll *_ 

Hanoverians 
Prtfffians — 




P/77 
iio^SS* 1 
48,8*6 
259,691 

41,805 

53,518 

158,786 

11,569 



► 884,072 



General officers, &c. ■— *— 

Bread, Waggons, &c. — — 

Subfidy paid to the King of Denmark -— 

Ditto, Landgrave of Hefle CaiTel *— 

Ditto, Eltftor of Treves — — 

Eftimate of the troops of augmentation ferving in the I i o e wCountri0s* 

Numbers 
Dragoons and foot, four regiments — $,504 
Holfteiners, ditto 



42,562 

4 0,000 .. 

37»S°°~ 
11,848 

5.9*4 



Saxe Gothi, ditto 
Manfter, three ditto 
Hcfle Caffel, one ditto 
Ofnaborgh, one ditto 
Eaft Friefland, ditto 
Leige, four ditto 
Palatines, ditto 
Daaes — 



2,882 

2,600 

2,442 

885 

'807 

797 

*»$74 

2, 60O 
520 



2O,0i; 

Half of the expenoe of the above troops borne by 

England — 

Bread, waggons, money, Sec, 
Subfidy to the Elector Palatine - 

Eftimate of the forces ferving in Portugal. 

Numbers 
Horfe, one regiment — — 418 

Dragoons, ditto — — 589 

Foot, eight ditto — 7,008 



Dome by 

iS9>* 8 *7 
— 14,260 > 

— 4>739) 



General officers — — 

To the King of Portugal, for maintaining 
an army of 13,000 men to act in that 
kingdom, by way of fubfidy — 
Total amount of ordnance for land fervice 



8,015 167,8601 

14,7061 

f 

mm _ m 150,000 J 



55> 2 7* 



178,180, 



326, 481 



Total of the navy and military eflimates for the year 1704 

Tt 2 



153,000 

■ ■ * 

4,647,14c* 



Digitized by 



Google 



( jaf ) 

Ztrtf ' N O R T H'l By DC E x. 

Absteact ef the Naval and Military Estimates, for t be year 1775, 
taken from the Records of, Parliament, when Lord No htm was Firft Commif- 

fioner of the Treafury, Lord Sandwich Firft Commi/jioner of the Admiralty* 
and General Gage Commander in Chief in America, When the campaign was 
carried on at Bo/ton Neck, Bunker** Hill, My/tic River, Charles-Town, Lex- 
ington, Concord, and Bo/ton-Common, a circuit containing no left than eighty- 

/even furlongs, plantation meafure ; when our fleets carried terror and difmay all 
round that <vaft extended country, filiated, lying and being 'within the above 
deferi bed limits ; and when, at a fiam fight behind th; fceaes at a play per- 

formed within the f aid town of Bojton, the whole of the armaments by/ea and 
land atchieved that ndoubtable exploit of attempting to repair a ruined light 
houfe ; andl on being oppo/ed by the neighbouring rabble, retired, and retreat* 
ed into their barracks and aboard their Jhips of war % in good order, and witfi 

- the fofs of only two men killed by the fright, two fuffbeated by the f melt of brim- 

/tone, and three men /mothered, in the water % who 'were in too great a hurry 
to be bou/cd and /hipped* 

N A V 



Y. 

Numbers 



1 8,000 



Seamen ^ — — 

Building and repairs ■ 

Ordinary of the Navy ■ — 

Extraordinaries, &c. not provided for — 



P N A N 



Ordinaries •— 

Extraordinaries 
Ditto not provided for 



936,000 
297,000 
44.0,680 
360,000 



} 



C E- 

228 

3 2 
236 




2,033.680 



496,050 



M 



Y, 



Serving abroad — — 

Guards and'Garrifons ■ 

Land extra's ■ 

Levy money — _- 

Hanoverians and Highlanders — 

Chelfea-hofpital and Half-pay Officer's 
Miscellaneous articles — 

Militia ___ ■ 



Extra's not yet brought into account 
Tjanfport fervice at leaft ~ 



Numbers 
21,930 
18,000 



Pay 

68 5^9^ 

386,186 

262,537 

87,000 

94,000 y 2,106,912 
227,500 



i4-,ooo 
100,000 
250,000 



250,000 



4,886,651 

By the above eftimate it appears, that the iifgraceful campaign of 1775* 

coft ns more than the ever memorable vidtor.es gained in the year 1704, 

though we had an army of 50,000 men in the Joyv countries and in Germany, 

16,000 men ferving in Portugal, 40,000 feamen, and that we traverfed with 

' - , our 
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O^r armies the kingdoms of S^ain and Portugal, great part of the empire, 
Flanders, and part of the dominions of France, while we defended our own 
coafts againft all attacks, and fpread terror, through thofe of our enemies. 
The pay of our feamert and foldiers was the fame at both periods. Add to 
this, We had a pretender to the throne, Scotland was difunited and 4ifaiFe<aed, 
and a fourth part of the people even in England were zealoufly attached. to the 
family that had been only a few years before banifhed from the throne, 

A comparative eflimate of the expence of paying* maintaining, and chathing 17,300 
foreigners, and 35,000 Britijh troops , for nine months, commencing en Lady~daj, 
1776, and ending on the z^tb day of December following. 

For 13,000 Heflians, including the troops of Hanau, and 
the fublidies to be paid to the Landgrave and Hereditary 
Prince of HeiTe Caflel, — — ; 400,894. 3 9^ 

For 4,300 Brunfwickers — « r— 121,475 12 1 



522,369 15 icj 



For 35,000 Britifh troops by firft refolution of the committee 
of Jupply of November the 8^,723,4321. us. 7J0I. for 
365 days, which for 274 days, amounts to — — 
General and StaiF-omcers for ditto, 3d refolution, 

Levy money, 4th refolution, — 

Garrifons of Gibraltar and Minorca for 274 days pay, &c. 
7 th refolution, « ». , ' , 



54M74 

8,000 

89,000 



8 7 

o o 
o o 



Thus the nation pays 522,3691. 
15s. lod. for 17,300 foreigners, dur- 
ing the fame time and employed in 
the fame fervke, while fhe pays but 
674,697!. 8s. ^d. for 35,000 native 
troops, which is little fhort of a pro- 
portion of two pounds to one. When 
foreigners were firft fpoken of in the 
Houfe of Commons, the minifter rofe 
and afTured the houfe, that there was 
not the moft diftant intention of em- 
ploying foreign troops ; but if fuch a 
meafure mould become necefTary, it 
; would be only becaufe they could be 
procured upon cheaper and eafier 
terms ; it would be only in the 
true fpirit of national oe:onomy, that 
fuch a meafure would ever be adopt- 
ed. What then is the minifter's oe- 
conomy found to confift in, but that 
we are to pay for raifing 20,000 Bri- 
tifh troops, and paying, maintaining 
and cloathing 27,500, in which the 
20,000 new levies are included, no 



35,123 o o 

674,697 8 7 

more than we actually pay for the 
raifing, maintaining, &c. of 17,000 
Heflians and Brunfwickers ? If the 
American war mould be terminated 
in the firft campaign, of which hi* 
Lordfhip is certain, the following 
fubfidies are to be paid for two years 
to the Duke of Brunfwick of 260,000 
German crowns, or 55,0001. fterling ; 
to the Landgrave of HefTe for one 
year 450,000 German crowns, or 
about 110,000].; to the Hereditary 
Prince of HefTe a year's fubfidy of 
25,050 crowns, or about 6,4001. fter- 
ling ; fo that on the whole, when 
thefe feveral fums which are to be paid 
to thofe feveral princes are added, it 
will appear, that for nine months ac- 
tual fervice Great Britain is to pay 
f°r 17*300 Germans the monftrous 
mm of 692,000!. which amounts to 
i8,qooL more than the whole body 
of Britifh troops, of double the num- 
ber, coft this nation. The 
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The following b the prefcnt fuppofed ftate0f account bettfeeA the Exche- 
quer and the Bank of England. 

Exchequer borrowed of the Bank* 

To 31. land-tax 1774 — — 1,500,000 

To malt 1774 *-* — 750,000 

To 39. land-tax 1775 — — 1,500,000 

To malt 1775 — _ 750,000 

To 4s. land-tax 1776 — <— • ±,000,606 

To malt 1776 — — 750,000 



To Navy, Viaualliftg, and Exchequer bills, Ordnance and Amy 



7,450,000 



debentures, firppoled not to be fo Httle as 
To the EafUIndia Company 

Bank lent. 

By cafli, land-tax 1774, paid off 
By ditto, malt 1774, paid off •— 
By ditto, land-tax J775, paid off 



2,500,606 



845,000 

55*>&44 
77,000 

1,474,644 
8^275,356 



By balance due to the Bank " ■ 

It appears by the above, that the fadlity of the treafury's borrowing foch 
unlimited fums of the Bank, and keeping the reprefentatives of the people 
entirely in the dark about it, gives the miniftry fuch a latitude for profufely 
fquandering away the public money, as mult inevitably, and in a very fbort 
time, overict the public credit of the nation. On the other hand, will any man A 
itninfatuated with fewer, pretend to argue, that the Bank aft, with the leaift 
fhadow of prudence, or within the ftrict fcnfeand intention of their charter, ih 
furnifhing government with their notes for fums which are far beyond their 
abilities to pay, if called for upon a pinch, as was their calamitous feu&tioh 
during the laft Scotch rebellion ? 



Corf fin America, and under Orders for the Continent, Jan. 1776 



17th drag. Frefton's 
4th foot, Hodgfon'a 
5 th- ~ * 



Nonv in AMERICA. 



7th- 

8th- 
16th- 

22d — 
23d— 

*6th- 



•Percy's 
-Bertie'* 

•Armstrong's 

- Sahdford's 

• Gage's 

-Howe's 

_ f Ld.Wm. Gordon's 

*" l late Scott's 



I 



I 



at Bofton. 

Tak«n at Chamble the greatett 
part, and the left with Cartetoa. 

At the upper pofts, Niagara, 
Detroit, &c. 

at Bolton. 

Taken the greateft part at St. 
John's, the reft with Carlcton. 



35th 
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3gth. 
38th- 

40th- 



-FI. Campbell'* 
-Hamilton's 
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43d — -Cary's 

44th-i — - — Abercrombie's 
45th Haviland's 

47th ■ Qarleton's 

49th — — Maitland's 

£?d Covering's, 

63d T. Gram's 

64th— ^— Pomeroy's 
<>6tb ■<— ~— Urmfton's 



at Bolton. 



J 



atBofton and Halifax. 



£oyal Artillery, at Bofton, five companies, each one Captain, one Cap- 
tain-Lieutenant, one fir ft Lieutenant, three fecond Lieutenants, three 
Serjeants, three Corporals, fix Bombardiers, twelve Gunners, one 
Fife, two drum?, and forty-height; MitrofTes. 

I Company ditto at Quebec. 

, Company ditto { *b?t$!£' ** '*" ^"^ " 

1 Company ditto at St. Auguftine's. 

1 Invalid Company ditto at Newfoundland* 

Marines, ~~inten4ed to be made up to 2000, and it U expelled that more 
Artillery will be fent. 

Intewtedftr the Service in North Am«riqa,1776. 

29th foot, Evelyn's, Now at Chatham, ordered to be in readiaefs to 

embark on board of men of war, fuppofed to be deftined for Quebec, 
and to fail fo as to arrive there as early as the navigation of the 
River St. Lawrence will admit, 
3d foot, Sir J. Amherft's 
9th — — Ligonier's 
1 j ln — — A* Court's 

goth- Payer's 

34th « * !■■ G. Cornwallis's, now 
Taylors 

34th — Ld. F. Cavendifli's 

^jd — *— ~H. Elphinftone's 
*5 2 d— ^^-Strpde's, now Jones's 
6lh7^-~Boothby*s 



Now ordered to be in readine& 
for embarkation in the fpring. 



14th 

15th- 
6th- 

17th- 
27th- 

28th- 

33 d - 
37th- 

42d— 



"Cunningham's 



— Cavan's 

-Giiborne's 

— Monckton's 
— Mafley's 

-Erie's 
-Cornwallis's 
— Coote's 
—Lord Murray's 



Now at St Vincent's. 
Partly at St. AuguiUne's, partly 

with Lord Dunmore, the ie(l at 

Halifax, 
ready to fail from Cork. 

at Penfacola. 
On their patfage from Treland. 

4 companies, of the 17th arrived 

at Bo (Ion. 

Put back to Cork. 

Ready to fail from Cork. 

Recruiting in Scotland. 

46th 
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46*- 

54*- 
55 th- 



-Va oghams 

-Frederick's 
-Ja. Grant** 



57th — Irwine's 

2d batt. Frafer's corps 

Goreham 8c M'Lcan's corps 



3? 2 ) . 

> 7 Companies put back to Cork, 

> the other three On their pafTage 
J toBofton. 

Ready to fail from Cork. 

On their pafTage from Ireland. 

Ready to fail from Cork. 
7 Raifing in Scotland, to confift of 
j 2000 men* 

\ Raifing in America, to confilr of 
3 4 or coo each. 



N. B. The marching regiments, for the American fervice, are to confifl 
of twelve companies of fifty-fix effective rank and file each company* 
: the three Highland battalions excepted, viz. Lord John , Murray's 
and Frafer*s, which are to confift of 1000 men each. 

16th dragoons. Burgoyne's ■ Under orders for Bofton. 

N;B.TheprefenteftabIifljment ofthei6tband 17th dragoons, exclufive 
of the commiffioned officers : — r two Serjeants, two Corporals, and 
thirty-five effeAive privates to each troop, fix troops ; bat an aug- 
mentaticn is ordered of one cornet, one ferjeant, two corporals, and 
'" thirty privates to each troop, to do' duty on foot; no horfes to be 
provided for this augmentation. 

1 000 of the Guards to be drafted from the three regiments, and command-* 
ed by Col. Matthews. 

B^fides the above Britiih force, there will be 1 6,600 foreign auxiliaries; 
and the Clipping necefiary for the embarkation will be 100,000. ton. 



The following is faid to be an authentic copy of the military eftimates, laid 
before the American Congrefs, for the charge of the Provincial troops, to- 
A^ril the 25th, 1776, from the day each corps engaged in actual fervice : 

£ Sterling- 
General officers, &c* 
Troops in New England 
Contingencies -— 

Provifions ■■ 

Hofpital ■ 

Artillery 



Brafs ordnance, howitzers, carriages, &c. 
Ammunition, ihells, &c. &c. — 
Four hundred ton of faltpetre — 
Arms, accoutrements, &c. 



Troops ferving in Canada ■■ ■ - 

Troops ferving in the Southern Colonies 



7,000 

594,000 

80,000 

27,242 

6,000 

H>75° 

9>4-93 

5,761 
1 8,000 
25,000 

786,745 
260*000 

250,000 

1,296,746 



March 
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T - n .- r , Z2* *ThU day the Lord 
^aybr, Aldermen' Hallifax, Crofby, 
jOliver, Townfend, Bull and Lee, the 
Sheriffs/ |5z Commo'n-council-mcn, 
the Chamberlain, and other city offi* 
cers/went in proceflion from Guild- 
Jiall to St. James's (they were joined 
by fte RecohJerin Pall-mall)and prer 
Rented the following addrefs and peti- 
tion to Jiis Majcfty : ' " 
STo the KING's Uoft Excellent Majejfy, 
i The humble Addrefs and Petition 

5 of the Xord Mayor, Aldermen, 



their rights and liberties as a retnri} 
for protection. The Colonies have, 
fpught our battles with us; and in 
the laft war, they fo far exceeded thei^ 
abilities, that this nation thought it 
juft and neceffary to make them an 
annual compenfation ; and even nowj 
driven to open hoftilities in their own 
defence, they are wjljing (their chaf^ 
ters being inviolably fecured) to con* 
rinue to us all thofe advantages of a 
regular and pxclufive commerce, * to, 
which we have long owed our opu r 
and {Commons, of the City of lence and profperity. And we have 
London, in Common Council eveiy aflurance which men in their 

fituation* can fafely give, that if afltect 
as freemen, they are willing to go 
farther, and to afford to the exhaufted 
ftate of the revenue of this country* . 
fuch reafonable voluntary aid as theif 
abilities 'permit, provided tliat their 
contributions are unalienably applied 
to relieve that diftrefs which is the 
only fair and politic foundation of re- 
quiring them ; and that neither their 
aids, nor our own finking funds, fhafl 



* aflembled. 

* Moft Gracious Sovereign. 

f We, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
gnd Commons of the City of London, 
in Common Council aflembled, beg 
jeave to approach your throne, and 
to intreat your Majefty's royal atten- 
tion,* whilft, with the humility of du- 
tiful fubjedts, we lay before your lyia- 
jefty what at prefent moft immediately 
arfedls us' in the' fpirit and tendency 
of the public iheafures now depend^ 
ing ; ana* the anxiety we feel at the 
naked and exposed ftate in whicn .this 



be any longer perverted from a public 
benefit, and nufapplied to the purpbfe 
of corruption, inftead of redeeming 



country will pe left, by draining it of the' debts of the nation, according to 
the national frp^p?, as well as at the their firfi'-wife' and juft inftitution 



ganger ani , df!igfate , attending the late 
treaties for jbi;ejgij mercenaries, whofe 
latitude' is fuc)>, as "' to provide the 
"means of introducing a foreign army 
even'into this realm. 

We cannot^ Sir, without horror, 



Indulge but,' moft gracious Sove- 
reign, the humanity and benignity of 
your royal difpofition, and our praters 

will be granted.- We implore the 

extenfioh of your Majefty's juitice arid 
mercy joward that continent which! 



Jook for ward j" to that difmemberment >yheri arbiter of the terms of peacc> 
of the empire '; that increafe of the ft was your Majefty's own determina■ , 



pon to prefer td every other conjpen* 
fation, for' all the expences'of'the laf| 



national 'debt, arid' of burthenfome 
taxes ; the lofs of our moft valuable 
refpurces ; thofe diftreffes of our mer- 
chants and manufacturers ; thofe defi- * ^ehumbly anc} eanjgftly beseech 
ciericies of the revenue ;" that effufibn your Maje|fy, that the mc$ fcjemri, 
of the blood' of our country rneh and clear, diitincl, and unambigupus {p£ 
brethren; thatYaUureof public credit, cificatiori of thofe juft'^dfenoiJraEbl^ 
and thofe dreadful calamities and con- terms, which your' Majefty,' ^vith bora 



vulfibns which mufV follow a civil war 
fo begun and purfued, whofe extent 
nowikfom can forefee. 

* We * humbly conceive, that no 
people can be bound to furrender 



Houfes of Parliament ' mean to^ grarif 
to the colonies/ may" precede tjj^ 
dreadful operations of your armament. 
Every colour and fufpiciori of mjjut'- 
tice and oppfefiion^ will then jbcre- 
U u *' movei 
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moved from the proceedings of the for the rcftoration oHntemal tranquil- 



mother country ; and, if thofe juft 
and honourable terms are not fubmit- 
ted to, your Majefty will undoubtedly 
be enabled to meet what will then be 
rebellion, with the zealous hearts and 
hands of a determined, loyal, and 
united people/ 

His Majefty's Anjvjer. 
' I deplore, with the deepeft con- 
cern, the miferies which a great part 
of my fubjedts in America have 
brought upon themfelvesby an unjuf- 
tifiable rejiftance to the conftitutional 
authority of this kingdom ; and I (hall 
>e ready and happy to alleviate thofe 
miferies by acts of mercy and cle- 
mency, whenever that authority is 
eftabkihed, and the now exifting re- 
bellion is at an end : to obtain thefe 
falutary purpofes, I will invariably 
purfue the moft proper and effectual 
means/ 



Copy of the petition to bis Majefty, nvbieb 
was moved for by the Earl of Abing- 
don y fee onded by the Lord Craven, and 
fgned by a very great majority of the 
Gentlemen , Clergy , and Freeholders of 
the County of Berks, at the meeting 
held in the Town-Hall at Abingdon, 
purfuant to an advert if cment from the 
High Sheriff, "for taking the gene- 
" ral fenjeof the County on the pre- 
44 fent unhappy differences between 
*' Gnat Britain and her Colonies," 
on Tuefday the jth of November, 

>775* 
To the KING'S Moft Excellent Majefty. 

The humble Addrefs and Petition of 

the Freeholders of the County of 

Berks. 

May it plea fe y cur Mcjrfty. 
* Ycur Majefty's moft loyal and 
dutiful fubjects, Freeholders of the 
County of" Berks, though deeply af- 
' fecbed with the melancholy civil disten- 
tions which prevail in your empire, 
have acquiefced, with boundlefs con- 
fidence, in your Majefty's goodnefs, 
and in the wifdom of your parliament, 



lity to your dominions, and fad fac- 
tion and repofe to the minds of all 
your fubjecls. 

We conceived that the interference 
of your Majefty's people, otherwifc 
than by^their representatives in Par- 
liament, (although it be their un- 
doubted right) ought to be extremely 
rare, and referved for occafions of the 

freateft neceffity: We have therefore 
eheld with aftonifhment, perfons who 
profefs uncommon zeal for your Ma- X 
jefty's government, difcovering a ma- 
nifeft oiftruft in his difcretion ; urging 
your minifters to a continuance of the 
violent meafures which hitherto have 
produced none but calamitous effects j 
and to which the minifters have (hewn, 
and ftill do fhew a difpofition which 
it does not feem at all neceffary to 
ftimulate. 

* Thefe inflammatory addrefles, 
we humbly apprehend, have a ten- 
dency to diftrefs your Majefty's pa- 
ternal feelings, and by urgingcoercive 
"meafures as alone effeftual and proper 
in the prefent diforders, to render fucli 
conceflions as your Majefty's and the 
public wifdom may think neceflary to 
make, difhonourable and unfafe to 
your Majefty, and this nation. 

Finding the dangerous and feditious 
attempts to embarafs your Majefty's 
councils, and prevent the reftoration 
of tranquility, purfued with an ear- 
neftnefs which fills the minds of your 
Majefty's peaceable fubjecls with hor- 
ror, we are conftrained, very reluc- 
tantly, with all poffible humility and 
deference, to lay before your Majefty 
our faithful fentiments on the origin 
of the prefent trouble* ; on the mea- 
fures which have been, and ftill are 
purfued, in confequence of thofe 
troubles ; and on the difmal effects 
which we conceive muft refult from 
them* 

As the inhabitants of that part of 
your dominioris, which is the feat of 
the imperial legiflature,' we have a 

due 
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due fenfe of the rieceflity ofpreferving complaint, pkufible at kafr, of on« 



the fupreme authority of parliament 
over all he Britiih empire : But as 
Englifh freeholders, who value our- 
felves on onr ineftimable right of grant- 
ing our own property, either by our- 
felves, or representatives of our own 
choofingonly, we cannot, without di- 
verting ourfelves of every principle of 
equity, juftice, and even of common 
decency, confider the complaints of 
millions of our fellow-fubjects, fepa- 
rated from us by an immenfe ocean, 
on being taxed without any voice, 
directly or ind ; re£tly in the grant, to 
be entirely groundlefs, and the refult 
of nothing but a factious fpirit aiming 
at the difmemberment of the empire. 
The fubftantial and not nominal af- 
fcnt of the fubjecl in the grant of their 
own money, we can never hold to be 
a frivolous concern to Englifh Free- 
holders : It can never be exterminated 
in one part of the empire, without 
being endangered in all : And we 
look with juft indignation at the fer- 
vile and Unmanly fpirit, in which the 
very principle of that facred right is 
treated with fcorn and ridicule, by fe- 
veral publications induftrioufly circu- 
lated ; and which, we trull, receive no 
countenance from your Majefly's mi- 
nifters ; becaufe, if fo countenanced, 
they can have no other effect, than to 
raifea fufpicion, that the government 
of this country is Aiding from its only 
firm, natural and conftitutional foun- 
dations. 

We have feen with much concern, 
the diforders which have arifen in 
America on this ferious ground. We 
lament ; we blame them ; but we 
cannot think them unnatural, in thofe 
in whom the love of freed ;m is united 
with the ordinary weaknefs and im- 
perfection of human nature. 

It is for that principle, joined with 
that infirmity, that we preiume to fup- 
plicate your Majefty's clemency. 
The diforders have arifen from a 



right violated ; and we can never b^ 
brought to imagine, that the true re- 
medy for fuch diforders confifts in an 
attack on all other rights, and an at- 
tempt to drive the people either to 
unconditional fubmiffion, or abfolute 
defpair. 

Sire, the affairs pf your empire are 
diftra&ed, becaufe they are mifcon-: 
ducked. The confequences of the mea- 
fures purfued are as evident as they 
are deplorable. 

Your Majefty's minifters, finding 
the forces of your natural born fub- 
jecls not fufficiently powerful for, or,' 
not fufficiently difpofed to, the prefent 
coercive fervice, have liftened to the 
offers of foreign nations, who have 
thought fit, it feems, voluntarily, an4 
therefore in a manner the' more alarm- 
ing to all true Englifhmen, to inter- 
fere in our domeftic differences, 

Proftrated before your throne, with 
faces fuffufed with fhame, for this ap- 
parent nakednefs of our country, an<J 
with hearts oppreffed with anxiety for 
its future deftiny, we deprecate, whilfl 
yet it is in fufpence, this moll perilous 
and defperate proceeding, Englifh 
dignity and Englifh government,whilfl 
retting on t^eir true bottom, can ne- 
ver ftand in need of Ruffian afliftance 
for their prefervation. They who are 
necefTary to the fupport of govern- 
ment, are the government; and if 
we cannot preferve America without 
foreign aid, America belongs to fo- 
reigners, and not to England, 

It has been the u r ual courfe of a 
rebellious people to call in the arms o,f 
Grangers to diftracl their cquntry. — ■ 
This worft part of rebellion has not 
yet appeared in America. Let this 
one thing right in their conduct, atone 
for many wrong ones ; and let your 
Majefty's clemency permit, itfelf to 
operate in favour Of a people, whofe 
petitions have not yet appeared before 
any throne but yours. — Le$ not Eng- 
U u 2 land 
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land fet an example which is but too averting thofe 
eafily copied, by drawing into a free 
country, the infidious and mercenary 
aid of foreign forces trained to thefup- 
port of a barbarous defpodfrn. The 
moment that a great ^rmy of fuch, or 
of any foreigners fhall enter your ter- 
ritories, the liberties of your people are 
at an end ; and your Majefty's authority 
will be more endangered by their ai- 
ftftance, than it can be by any rebel- 
lion which can arife among your own 
fubjeets. 

When we have fuch terrible objects 
in profpect, we forget the millions we 
are fpending, and the millions more 
we are like to fpend, in this unhappy 
and unfhritlefs conteft. 

Deigh, therefore, moft gracious So- 
vereign, to attend to manifeft reafon 
delivered by the affectionate voice of 
duty and fidelity ; ftrenuous as we are 
for the honour of our country, we 
cannot be forgetful of its peace and 
concord. It is therefore we abhor the 
idea of encouraging foreigners to make 
a prey of this nation and its depend 
dencies, under the miferable and un- 
covered pretext of difcountenancing 
faction and fedition among our felves. 
Signed by 840. 



The bumble Addrefs of the Mayo ma 
Burgeffes of the Town of Notting- 
ham, in Common Council ajfembled* 
Prefented November I, 1775, to bis 
Majefty % by Lord Hoive t and Lord 
Edward Bent inck* 
To the Kings Moft Excellent Majrfty, 
* Wc your Majefty's moft dutiful 
and loyal fubjeets, the mayor and 
burgeftes of the town of Notting- 
ham, in common council afTembled, 
beg leave to approach your royal 
pre fence wi^h that fubmiffive and 
grateful affection which is due to the 
illuftrious descendant of the Houfe 
of Hanover, and with all humility 
%o fupplicate the intervention of your 
Majefty's wifdom and power for the 



unufual calamities 
which hang over our country, and 
which affect us with the dee pell con- 
cern. Id the prefent critical fitua- 
tton of thefe kingdoms, it becomes 
Britons to drop every consideration 
bnt that of love to their fovereign 
and their country, and to unite as 
one man in their endeavours, by all 
lawful means, to ftay thofe evils 
which threaten to involve the whole 
Britifh community in one general 
diftrefs. 1m pre fled with this fenti- 
ment. permit us, Sire, to exprefs 
our dread of the confequenccs of 
tbofe addrefles, which mak ng a 
fhew of peculiar loyalty to your ivia- 
jelly, and of cHfttnguiihed zeal {for 
the rights of the Britifti iegiflature, 
recommend an uny elding purfuit of 
meafures, which whether' conflitu- 
tional or not, if we may judge from 
prefent appearances, are perhaps as 
impracticable as they are ruinous. 
We would yield to none in a faith- 
ful attachment to your facred perfon 
and government, or in a zealous con- 
cern for the permanence and dignity 
of our well tempered confutation. 
B* thefe principles your Majefty's 
P -porarion of Nottingham has ever 
ce.u diftinguilhed, and thefe prin- 
ciples would we trantmit as the moft 
taluabie inheritance to pofterity- 
We would meet the beft fubjeets of 
your Majefty in all their loyalty and 
zeal, but at the fame time check, 
ifpoftble, that intemperate paffion, 
which for the fake of uncertain and 
ideal advantages, would hazard the 
difmemberingtheBritifh empire,and 
the lofs of thofe Provinces towhicn 
the dignity of your Majefty's crown, 
and theprofperity, weaJth and power 
of thefe kingdoms, have been fo 
largely indebted, and on which the .. 
preiervation from the ambitious at* 
tempts of rival nations may hereafter 
principally depend. We wifh to fee 
oneprefiding ipirit actuate thewhoJe 
" ; Bmiib 
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ftritifh empire ; we wife to fee a due 
fubordi nation n.aintained through 
the whole to the authority of the B*i- 
tifti legislature, nor would we be 
thought to countenance any claims 
that lead to independence: but we 
fear the hand of force will never an- 
swer the wifhet of any friend to this 
country. We dread even victory it- 
felf, every victory bat that over the 
wills and affections of odr American 
feliow-fubje&s (which arms and vio- 
lence are but ill fitted to produce) 
as any other victory can be but tem- 
porary and delufive, fince the dif- 
u<.ion of a fifed ions with America 
would rob us of the mo ft valuable 
advantages of con que ft, and no armed 
force which this nation can fpare, is, 
we apprehend, equal to the unwil- 
ling fu ejection of fo wide a domi- 
nion. 

Permit Us, ^gracious fovereign, 
with all humility to exprefs our con- 
cern at feeing our gallant ofHcers and 
foldiers, in whom the generous fenfe 
of duty and honour declines no dan* 
ger, expofedin this unfortunate and 
unequal conteft, and our regret that 
their courage is not referved for a 
field, in which, again it the natural 
enemies of Britain they might win 
honour to themfehes and advantage 
to their country ; in particular we 
grieve to 6nd abfent on fuch an er- 
rand, a defcendant of that noble fa- 
mily, which in every walk of glory 
has equalled the Roman name, to 
whom we had entruftcd our rep re- 
fer tat ion in parliament, where, by 
his fervices to his country and to 
America, he might hnve perpetua- 
ted that grateful remembrance which 
his brother had fo glortoufly acqui- 
red. 

From this melancholy view, Sire, 
we would willingly turn our own 
eyes, nor prefume to introduce to 
your Majeity, if we did not hope 
that fo awful a fceae might draw 
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your royal attention, and induce to 
that relief which it is in your Ma- 
jelly's power to beftow. Actuated 
no lefi by unf igned affection to your 
royal per fun and government, and to 
the true dignity and happinefs of the 
throne, than zeal lor the welfare of 
ourcountryandof pofttrity, we have 
ventureJ to repieferit thefe truths in 
the ferious and affecting light in 
which we view them. May our ad- 
drefs appear to your Majefty in its 
hone ft fimplicity and integrity, may 
it contribute with the requefts of other 
your M*jeily's faithful fubjecta, to 
ca;l forth your, paternal regard for 
your afflicted people. 

The fcrft object of our defires and 
wi flies is the return of peace and 
cordial union with our American 
fellow fubjects; and to this end; 
moft gracious fovereign, we make ic 
our humoie and earneft requett that 
your M jefty would fufpend thofe 
hottilities, which, we fear, can have 
no other than a fatai iflue, and in 
your great wifdom and goodnefs re- 
ftore that betier fyllem of in:er- 
changeable interefls and affections, of 
whole bieffing no juft calculation can 
be formed, and which a long expe- 
rience has proved to be an ample 
foundation for every defirable ad- 
vantage to this country.' 
Given under our common feal at the 
Guildhall of the town of {Notting- 
ham, the twentieth day of Octo- 
ber, One Thoufand Seven Hun- 
dred and Seventy Five. 
Robert Seagrave, Town. Clerk. 



The humble Addreft of the Gentlemen* 
Principal Manufacturer s t and Inha- 
bitant* of the Town of Nottingham* 
Preftnted November* i, 1775, to hit 
Majesty t by Lord Hvwe t and Lord 
Edward* Bentinck. 
To the King's Moft Excellent Majefty* 
• We the gentlemen, principal 

manufacturer! and inhabitants, of 

the 
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the town of Nomngram, beg leave tant Provinces. We lament the in- 
at this interfiling period to approach cerruption of this art ion, and tri>ft 
your royal prefence, in the crurac- that in the return to it your Ma- 
ter of your moft loyal and affectio- jefty will find the true policy of your 
eate fubjefts, whofe attachment to government, the belt happinefs of 
the illutirious Houfe of Hanover, your kingdoms. 
and the conftitution of the Brtttfh In this great national queftion, 
empire, has been received by us as Sire, we decline the mention of our 
thefacred injur elion of our parents, particular interefts, the ir,anufao 
kas been inviolably preferved, wiH lures of this late flourifbing town 
be carried with us to our graves, and and neighbourhood, which are deeps 
tranfmitted to our polterit/. Devo ly affecredby the unhappy difFcience- 
ted to thefe intercils, we rejoice in with your American Provinces, and 
every opportunity which invites a will, we more than fear, be attend- 
dechratton of our principles; we ed with irreparable injury to the 
%ou!d not yield in theie noble fen* merchant and the artiian ; but we 
timents to any fqbjecls of your Mar earneltly wifii to obviate the conclu- 
jeft/s government; but like them (ions which may be drawn irom the 
be crepared with lire and fortune to prefent ftate of trade, throughout 
maintain the true dignity of your the kingdom at large, as if it flood 



Majcfty's crown, thejuit, the ofeful, 
and practicable rights cf the firitifli 
legillatuie. 

infpircd with thefe fen timents, we 
kave 10 fear, Sire, in conveying to 
the throne the fenfe we have of the 
prcfent fuuation of our country, and 
of thofe fleps which alone remain to 
tefcue it from that impending dan- 
ger into which it is plunged. We 
prefume not to queftion the good in- 
tention of thefe who approach your 
Majerty with a different language; 
but convinced that the meafures 
which they recommend lead to irre- 
coverable ruin, it would ill become 
os tofit Clent fpeclators in fuch an 
hour of danger, in an hour on whofe 
xefolvcs the fate of Biitain hangs. 

However juft thedaims of the Bri- 
ti(h parliament, however conltitu- 
tional its fovereignty ever every 
member of its extended empire, the 
£tuat on of America we apprehend 
to be fuch, as renders it imprudent, 
and of no advantage to the common 
welfare (the great end of fovereignty) 
to enforce all thefe claims. No be- 
nvfit can be greater than what refults 
from the union of affections, of com- 
merce, and of intereits with fuch dif- 



in no need of the tribute which our 
American fettlements have hitherto 
paid to it. To accidental and tem- 
porary caufes the peace of Poland, 
Ruflia, and Turkey, and the ex- 
pected depaiture of the Spanilh FJota 
its very fortunate fupport at this 
hour is owing. 

Ti;is extraordinary flow mufl foon 
fubfide to its natural level, when the 
vacai.cy which America has been ac- 
cullomed to nil, will be dreacfully 
felt thiough the whole Briiifh trade ; 
but the wifdom and providence of 
your Majefly will lock forward to 
that period, when the policy of o;her 
nations fhall have potfefitd them cf 
the manufactures which they at pre- 
fent demand of Britain, when the 
general decline of our European 
trade fhall leave us no oiher refource 
for fupporting our rank in Europe, 
than a frienaJy and commercial m- 
tereil in our American colonies, 
which may know no limits to their 
increafe, from the parent which pro- 
teds and fmiles upon them. From 
this approaching fate fave us, Sire, 
while fafety may yet be found. The 
event of continued war ma^y be dread- 
ful, and repentance unavailing 

, though 
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avert the mifchief which it threatens, 
but returning peace carries no ter- 
rors with it ; it promifes every blef- 
fmg which can fecure to ages the 
glory of your Majerty's houfe, the 
profperity and happinefs of our en* 
vied country. 

Receive, molt gracious fovereign 
our humble requeft as the tribute of 
true loyalty, diffipate the fears of 
your afflicted people. In your Ma- 
jefty's goodnefs flay the hand of war, 
and recal into the bofom of peace 
and grateful fubjection your Ame- 
rican fubjects, by a reftoration of 
thofe meafures, which long expe- 
rience has fhown to be productive of 
the greateft advantages to this late 
united and flourilhing empire/ 

Signed by 327 of tlje principal 
manufacturers, &c. 

[Petitions to the famepurpofe were 
fent from feveral principal towns in 
England. On the contrary, ad- 
dreffes defiring his Majefty to pro- 
fecute the war againfl America, and 
offering the lives and fortunes of the 
figners to fup port his Majefty, came 
from aimoft every town and county 
in Scotland, and from feveral in 
England,] 

iForceJitr (in New England) Oft. 6, 

*775- 
Laft Monday arrived in Pifcataqua 
river a fhip from England, intended 
for Bofton. It appears, that the day 
before her arrival, fhe* was in com- 
pany with the Raven man of war, 
bound to the fame place, but parted 
with her in the night. Meeting with 
a filherman, to the eaftward of Cape- 
Anne, the crew requefted fome direc- 
tions what courfe to fleer for Bofton ; 
the boneft filherman, pointing towards 
Pifcataqua river,tells them there is Bo- 
Jlon. The crew fhaped their courfe 
accordingly, and foon very luckily 
found themfelves, with their fhip and 
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Victory cannot cargo, under the guns of a battery 
lately built by the people of Newr 



Hampfhire. The commander of the 
battery, with a number of men, very 
humanely goes on board to their at 
fiflance, and offers to pilot the fhip up 
to Portfmouth. I can't go there, 
(fays the Captain of the fhip) I am 
bound to Bofton, But you nuift, re* 
plies the other; and immediately 
ordered her to be £Ot under way, anl 
foon carried her fafe into a wharf, 
where fhe was taken proper care of by 
the people of Portfmouth. She had 
been out eleven weeks from Briftol, 
and had on board 1800 bairels and 
400 half barrels of flour, for the ti& 
of the befieged army in Bofton. 

On the 16th of October 1775, the 
tranfport fhip, Captain Haftings, of 
London, bound from Bofton for New 
York, with feventeen feamen, aCapt- 
Duncan Campbell, a Lieut. Symea p 
a recruiting ferjeant, and fifteen or 
twenty raggamuffin fellows, that had 
ran from |New York and lifted, who 
acted as marines on board, ran afliojc 
on Brigantine-Beach, near Egg-har- 
bour, where fhe is loft. (See their 
orders in page 123.) The feamen and 
marines were fecured foon after their 
coming on fhore, and conducted to 
this city, where the former are fet at 
liberty ; but the marines are properljr 
fecured* Capt. Campbell, Lieut. 
Symcs, and one Cameron, (who it ap- 
pears were to land at New York to 
Hfl what men they could, by large 
promifesofconfifcatedland,which they 
never could fulfil, get them on board 
the Afia, and then tranfport them to 
Bofton) left the fhip in a fmall boat, 
put into a place called Cranbury Inlet, 
but being purfued, were feized on 
board a floop in which they had taken 
their paffage for New York. —It is 
faid before they quitted the fhip they 
threw overboard feveral pieces of can- 
non belonging to the vefTel, 60 muf- 
quets and two and a Jialf barrels of 

powder 
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The fdTei left Bofton the fcnt an order for articles they moft 

wanted, they could not have made a 

more fatisfaclory invoice. -' \ 

Poole, Nov*, ii. Six fail of tranfc 

ports, with" the 46th and 28th regir 



former 

5th of Dftober, m company with a 
to gon fljip and one tranfport with 
tame troops bound for Halhfax. No 
other ftiipsof war or troops had failed 



The 48th and 50th regiments being ments of foot on board, failed yerter 



greatly reduced, the privates are in- 
corporated into other regiments and 
their officers going home. 

Dec. 29, 1775. A tranfport from 
Bofton arrived at Dover, after a very 
flwrt paffage • {he brings an account 
of the taking of the Nancy, Hun- 
ter ; the particulars are as follow:— 
She flood in for a pilot, when a boat 
with eight men put off, and told them 
they would pilot them in ; but no 



day for Corke, but were this day 
driven back again by contrary winds, 
ExtraB of a letter from Corke, Dec. 4* 
Yeflerday the ihip Waters^ Capt* 
Jackfon*, laden with 1900 bairels of 
pork, 800 firkins of butter, and fe- 
veral parcels oY tongues, potatoes, &c» 
for the troops at Bofton, put back 
leaky to this port, after beating the 
fea 38 days. The cargo, we hear^ 
muft be difcharged, in order to have 



foonerhad tney got onboard, than the Aip repaired. This is the fecon* 

they, drew their hangers and piftobi accident which has happened lately to 

and ihfiAei on carrying her 'into pups "with provifions for Bofton from 

Portfmouth inftead of Boftonl— She this P^ce ; a veflel saving put into 

had on board, 15,000 ftand of fmall Llfbon in ' d'ftrefi «he latter end of 

arms, and a large brafs mortar, upon October, laden with 1700 barrels of 

« new conftruftTon. It is faid her P° rk > 5 °° fa !™* of butter, 100 caiks 

cargowas worth atleaft ^oool. <* <*t-nieal, a quantity of oats, and 

m s-jj . * , / . M iundry parcels of potatoes, tongues, 

The following is the American Accwut <xfaxi% & c> - ^ * ■*--?■ --* 



of the taking the above tranfport. 
Worcefier, Nov. 15. We have the 

. following interefting intelligence by a 
gentleman who left the Camp at Cam- 
bridge on Saturday laft at 12 o'clock ; 



A letter from Cork, dated I)ec. 25. 
fays, 5 The Hockinghara tran/porjti 
which was loft laft nighi," miftook R'c£ 
bert's Cove, about ten miles from 
hence, for (as is iupppfed) this "har> 



That Wednefday week a brig 200 tons bour ; it blew n. gale of 'wii)d,'arid 



burthen, from England, bound for 
Bofton, with military ftores, was taken 
and carried into Cape- Anne, by the 
Lee, a privateer, belonging to Marble-. 
head, commanded by Captain Man- 
ley, with the following ftores, viz. 
2 brais cannon, 24 pounders, 2 of 18 
. ditto, 10 ditto field pieces, one thir 



was thick weather j there were on 
board three companies of the 3 2d re T 
giment. Lieut. Marfti ana* his* wife, 
Enfign Sandiman, * Lieut. Barker's 
wife, and upwards of 90 fbldiers, be- 
fides the Captain and crew,' were 
drowned; five officers and twenty 
foldiers fave'd themfelves in the flat- 



teen inch mortar, with 300 carcafTes bottomed boat.— In the like manner, 
for the fame ; 2700 ftand of fmall by miflake laft war (taking the Bolt- 
arms, and 30 tons of cartridges; head for the Rani, near Plymouth) the 
waggons, harnefs, and accoutrements Ramilics, of 90 guns,' and 850 mer^ 
for the light hcrfe, with a number of all perifhed, except twenty" feairien, 
watch-coats. The brafs mortar and and one midshipman.' ' "* 



a large quantity of other ftores were 
fafe arrived at the camp at Cambridge 
laft Saturday.— If the Congrefs had 



The American vetfels brought into 
Gofport (In England) "about the ep4 
of November 1775, by 'one' of okr 

'men, 
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men of war and deemed as prizes, are 
given up to the merchants ; as it ap- 
pears they were a&ually bound to 
Falkland's ifland on the fervice of 
whale-ffhing. 

Jan. 6,1 7 76. Arrivedat Portfmouth, 
the Tartar, Capt. Meadows, from Bo- 
fton. She has brought over feventy 
men, being the crew of an American 
privateer, that mounted ten guns, 
taken by the Fowey man of war. — 
Captain Meadows has likewife brought 
her colours, which are a pale green 
palm-tree, upon a white field, with 
this motto) '* We appeal to heaven." 
She was taken on the MaiTachufets 
coaft cruizing for tranfports, and fent 
out by the new, council of that pro- 
vince. 

Extrail of a Utter from Cape Nicholas 
Mole, dated Nov. 25. 1775. 

** There is very great preparation 
making in this quarter to receive a 
number of French troops, lodgings 
are engaged for the* officers, barracks 
building and refitting to receive the 
men at Cape Francois, as well as here. 
I have it from the belt authority here, 
who fay it is kept a profound fecret 
at home ; but a fevere blow is to be 
. ftruck by them and the Spaniards, 
who are to aft together." 

A letter from New York, dated 
Dec. 28, fays, ' The following is 
taken from a letter to a gentleman in 
this city, dated St, Euftatia, Dec. 1. 
1775- We have undoubted autho- 
rity of the arrival of 2500 men at 
Martinico, and 1800 at Guadaloupe, 
being part of a reinforcement of 
10,000 men ordered out for the 
iflands. There are 4000 ordered out 
for St* Domingo, fome of whom are 
arrived.* 

Extra<2 of a letter from Cambridge, 
New England ', Dec, 28. 

* Captain Martindale, in one of our 
privateers, was lately decoyed near to 
one of the enemy's fhips of war, in 
the bay, and was taken and carried 
into Bofton^ 



* Captain Manley has within a few 
days pall, taken another valuable 
prize, a floop from Virginia, bound 
to Bofton, loaded with corn and oats; 
fitted out and fent by Lord Dunmore. 

* Laft Friday night feven Ameri- 
can matters of veffels, who had, at 
different times, been taken by the ene- 
my and carried into Bofton, made 
their efcape from that place. From 
one of them we have obtained the 
following intelligence, viz. That all 
the drugs and medicines in the town 
have been feized for the ufe of the 
army. 

* That on the 14th inftant General 
Howe ifTued orders for taking down 
the old North meeting-hou(e, and 106 
old wooden dwelling-houfes and other 
buildings, to make ufe of for fuel.— 
That veflels are fitting out for the 
Weft Indies, in order to get fupplie% 
for thegarrifon : That Capta'n Mar- 
tindale, mentioned above, with his 
officers and men, were fent to Eng- 
land : That one Morrifon, who offi- 
ciates as a Prefbyterian minifter, being 
appointed fearcher of thofe people 
who were permitted to leave the 
town, promifed on receiving a bribe, 
to let a perfon bring out 240L fterl. 
incafh and plate ; but afterwards de- 
prived him of the whole of it.' 
Extracl of a letter from Bofon, Dec. 1,2. 

A delerter from the Provincial ar- 
my who came in here yefterday, fays, 
that Captain Manley, of the Lee pri- 
vateer, had taken and carried into 
Beverley a fiiip, burthen 300 tons, 
with two fix pounders and eighteen 
men, bound to this place ; her cargo 
cdnfifted of porter and cheefe, forty 
hogs (thirty having died on the pa f- 
fage) and fundry other provifions ; fhe 
had been feven weeks on her patfage. 

* Captain Manley had alfo taken 
a brig of one hundred and fifty tons,' 
from Antigua to Bofton, loaded with 
rum, cocoa, fugar, oranges, Sec. and 
alfo feveral fmall craft loaded with 
fuel and provifions.' 

Xx A 
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A Captain of one of the tranfoorts 



which arrived at Bofton, in New Bng* 
land, on the firft of January, write* 
that to his owners, dated Boston, 
Jan. 17.—' I brought about fourteen 
hogs aiive, and another fbxp that had 
156 flieep brought in five, and all at 
thin a* you could expe&, and at the 
sailors fay, only 4k for lanthoms ; and 
that feveral coal and porter (hip* art 
Uken by the American*; and oat of 
40 fail of transports only eight are 
yet arrived. I can fee the American 
camp very plain, whofe colours a 
little while ago were intirely red ; 
bnt on receipt of a certain Speech 
{which the> burnt) they have hoiired 
the union flag, which is here fup- 
pofed to intimate the union of the 
Province." 

The Minerva, Johnfon, from Li- 
verpool, is arrived a* Boftoa, after 
a ptflage of 1 6 weeks. She was 
towed into Boflon by the Nautilus 
man of war, a perfect wreck, hav- 
ing nothing but her fore-maft land- 
ing. On the 28th of November, in 
a violent gale, fhe loft ber boats; 
and, on the 26th of December, in 
another violent gale, the fea ft ruck 
her, by which the bolt of the main 
chain was broken, and the rnain- 
jnafr, main-top mail, and fore-top* 
maft, with fails and riggi at belong- 
ing jo each, were entirely carried 
away. 

The St. Beet, Cragg, a tran^ 
port from Liverpool, is arrived at 
Button, after a paffa^e of 18 weeks 
and four days, and the Laurel, Ste* 
wart, another tranfport, is alfo ar- 
rived atBofton from Whitehaven, 



From the Paris Gawtte. 

Hancver* Dec. 20, 1775. 
Vran/fation a/* a % Utter ft cm Mr. 
Wiitbonrgi a Hanoverian Lieute- 
nant, dated from Saint Martin 
tfftbe IJk of Rle, Dec. 9, and in* 
Jtrtea in the German Gazette of 
Franekfert* 



• On the 6th of October we «u 
barked at Rttaebuttel, to the num- 
ber of 190 men, on board the Union, 
Captain Neal, and on the ift of No- 
vember we failed for Gibraltar. Our 
navigation was ptrorperous for the 
firft 13 days, but on the 14th, be-* 
t*een feven and eight in the morn* 
ia£, the Captain with a deje&ed 
countenance came to acquaint us 
that it would not be long ere the vef- 
fel would fink, being full of water. 
He immediately ordered a boat to be 
not out to fea, which could not 
serve, and then two more, one of 
which the officers, who came run* 
ning, threw themfelves into, in order 
to gain a tranQwnc fhip that was at 
a imall diftance from us ; but as this 
boat was intangled with the fbro*d«, 
it was to nopurpoie of having made 
hade to cut them, for in a trice it 
disappeared, and was fwallowed up 
by the waves. Thefe are the names 
of the officers who perilhed in that 
boat; Lieutenant Colonel de Wan- 
haufen, Lieutenant Captain Vander- 
Wanfe, the Lieutenants O.-denbourg^ 
de Bacmeiiier and de Bremen, the 
En fig n Dorrim, the Major Surgeon 
Suffert, and /ourfailors. 

* Captain Neal was afpeftator of 
this dreadful sight; but thinking 
nothing but of his own fafety, he 
with fcveral failors jumped into a 
boat 00 the other fide of the kip* 
and fearing our foldiers might fol- 
low him into the fame, he cried out 
to the pilot to cut the ropes falter- 
ed to one of the extremities of the 
boat, while he ran to the other to 
di&ngage it there; but the Capta'n 
and the pilot not having cut them 
at thefame inlUnt, the boat entered 
the water with one ef its ends, and 
arfo down it went to the bottom of 
the deep, before our eyes; One Jai- 
lor only was lucky enough to regain 
the fhip ! All this lailed but the 
fpace of one quarter of anhour. Du- 
ring this time, with great difficulty 
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3- kept the foMim back, promifing Rhe, 
that 1 would live and die with them. 
The fhip was full of water ; we had 
but fix ignorant Tailors remaining 
with as: Perceiving that there might 
Ai 11 be fome remedy to our dreadful 
fituation, I eagag ed our people to 
betake themfelves to working, tbo 
pump* wit boot dtfconiinuiag the 
fame; 1 caufed, at the Tame time, 
figoiU of diitrefs to be given to a 
{hip we perceived ; but the f a was 
e*treme)y agitated ; the wind extin- 
guifhed the lights we put up, and 
doubtlefs the feip, whofe fuccour 
we implored, thought us loft, as we 
could not fee any thing mor€ of her 
next day. • We flackened not our 
work, and counting we might be 
about 40 or 50 miles offCape-Fini- 
fterre, we reiblved to approach the 
fit ft land* In the afternoon of the 
15th, we difcovered land, and fleer- 
ed for tae fame accordingly. At 
eight o'clock at night we peiceived 
a light, which maae one of our fai- 
lort think we we,re in a dangerous 
place, butadvifed me rofay nothing 
of it to our afflicted companions, be- 
ing unhappy enough already. We 
patted by the light, and on a fudden 
the famefailorfpied land fo near us, 
that we thought to go to be matter- 
ed to pieces, and lot* wiihcut a pof- 
fibilityof anefcape; luckily a mighty 
wave carried us on a fand-bank, on 
which the dip grounded. This event 
made us pluck up our fpirits, and 
we h d nothing more to dread but 
the vail billows which evtry in ft ant 
were warning over our hea-s, and 
which might fplit the £hi p. In wort, 
on tne 16th, at day break, we found 
oujfelves very near land, but with- 
out being able to reach it, becaui'e 
we recollected not to have any boats 
. left on board. Wefoon faw a gjeit 
nuny ptople run*U> on fhore, and 
among oLheis a p*rty of the regi- 
ment tie Royal Coifc in the garrifon 
in the fort of St, Mutin of the lileof 



The Lieutenant Colonel 4* 
Mereoghe gave himfelf all the iaa* 
finable care to afford us help, an4 
the foldiers more than once expoft4 
their lives in order to preserve ours. 

We owe the fame praifes in par' 
ticular to MciTrs. Falliere and Gi- 
laud, animated with the fame zeal* 
On the very evening fixty-five, both, 
foldiers and fa lors, were faved by 
the courage and the continued efforts 
Of the garrifon, Thefe firft were 
lodged in the Cuferns, and fupplie4 
with every thing of which they ltood 
in need. On the 17th, no more 
than 50 men could be fetched away 
from the (hip, fo that vaft hindrances 
did the violence of the wind put to 
the labours of our favers : It was 
only 00 the 18th that the reft of the 
crew could be relieved, and that 
hopes were entertained to withdraw 
from on board part of her cargo. 
The colours of the regiment were 
depofited to the care of the king's 
lieutenant, In this fliipwreck were 
loli fix officers, a major furgeon, foot 
non-commiffioned officers, feven fol- 
diers, and a woman. The Count 
de Genlis was conftantly prefent, 
whilft they were bufy to bring us on 
fhore ; and Mr. Sacamori, an officer 
of the regiment de Royal Corfe, who 
fpeaks German, has given himfelf 
the great eft cares to the fame end. 
Upon the whole, we owe the liveliest 
and greateft fenfe of gratitude to a 
naiijn, who know, to rifle their own; 
lives in order to fave the lives of 
others.' 



Qxtraft of (t letter, dated Ifrw Tork x 

Jan.6. 

This colony contains about 200,00a 

fouls, of which, by an exact return, 

40,000 are able to bear arms \ from 

whom deduct 2000, as lukewarm and 

difafFefted, which leaves 38,000 men 

attached to the American caufe. The 

militia of the colony is well regulated 

(>y the convention ; 9500 axe appoint- 
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ed « minute-men, properly officered, 
and allowed the pay of the Conti- 
nental troops, for the extra days they 
mufter above the time prefcribed by 
law. Ammunition is diftributcd to 
them at the public expence, by the 
fcveral county committees. They are 
tolerably well armed, but by the 
fpring will be as completely furnifhed 
as any troops in the world, contracts 
having for fome time pafl been made 
for that purpofe, by and under the 
infpection of gentlemen who have the 
caufe at heart. A Sufficient quantity 
of intrenching tools are made, and 
their camp equipage preparing. They 
have a good train of brafs field artil- 
lery, of their own cafting, and a vaft 
plenty of iron ordnance. The mi- 
litia is commanded by one Major, and 
fix Brigadier Generals. This Colony 
is far better prepared for defence, than 
the MafTachufets was lafl fpring. All 
our neighbours are in a better ftate. 
Theprefent convention of the colony 
exifls till May next. During the re- 
cefs, the public affairs are conducted 
by a committee, or council of fafety. 

* There are now 26 complete regi- 
ments at Cambridge, of 632 effective 
men, which amount to 16,422. The 
Connecticut troops returned home af- 
ter the expiration of their time. That 
Colony is now raifing nineteen regi- 
ments, cf 909 effective men each. 
IS'ew Yorjc has raifqd four, of 750 
each t Jerfey two of 632, and Penn- 
sylvania five of 632 effective. The 
number raifed in the Southern Colo- 
nies, l cannot inform you. 

Puring the Chrhtmas holidays, the 
American Congrefs adjourned, and 
. appointed an executive committee of 
, iive,viz. 

Doctor Franklin, Tho. Johnfon,Efq 
J f Dickenfon,Efq; and 

John Jay, Efq; Ben. Harrifon,Efq 
A deputation of three other mem- 
bers went to Canada, to confult the 
Canadians upon a form of govern- 
ment 'to be eftabliihed for' that pro* 



) 

vinee, and to folicit their' acceffion to 
the General Congrefs. The reft of 
the delegates returned to their refpec- 
tive provinces, to confult with their 
conftituent*; when moft of them were 
re-elected for 1776. 

PbiladelpbtA.Jan. 13. This day the 
Continental Congrefs came to the fol- 
lowing refolution : — * Whereas it ap- 
pears to this Congrefs, that feveral 
evilrdifpofed perfons, in order to ob- 
ftruct and defeat the efforts of the 
United Colonies in the defence of their 
juft rights, have endeavoured to de- 
preciate the bills of credit emitted by 
the authority of this Congrefs : 

' Refolved, therefore, That if any 
perfon mall hereafter be fo loft to all 
virtue and regard for his country, as 
to refute to receive the faid bills in 
payment, or obftruct or difcourage 
the currency or circulation thereof; 
and fhall be duly convicted by the 
committee of the city, county, or di- 
ftrict, or, in cafe of an appeal from 
their decifion, by the AfTembly Con- 
vention, Council or Committee of 
Safety, of the colony where he fhall 
refide, fuch perfon fhall be deemed, 
publifhed and treated as an enemy to 
his country, and precluded from all 
trade or intercourfe with the inhabi- 
tants of thofe Colonies.' 

Charles Thompfen, Sec. 

Proclamations from St. James's 
have been publifhed at the ifland of 
Barbadoes, forbidding the inhabitants 
of that ifland from having any corres- 
pondence with the United Colonies, oh 
pain of beingdeemed rebels andtraitors. 

Similar proclamations have alfo been 
publiihed in all the Britifh iflands of 
the Weft Indies. 
Extrafiofa letter from Br iftel, Jan. 3. 

^ ' . *77 6 - 
" The rifle-man who was brought a 

prifoner here from Quebec, being 
taken in croffing the river St. Lau- 
rence, is confined in Bridewell. He 
is a Virginian, above fix feet high, 
flout and well-proportioned. His be- 

haviou 
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havfour is manly*, but Very 
He was draughted- from his corps at 
Cambridge to go on Arnold's ex* 
pedition. His drefs is a loofe drefsof 
coarfe woollen, adapted to that cold 
climate, for which his regimentals 
were exchanged, or rather taken from 
him at Quebec. He fays the pay of 
his corps was forty (hillings currency 
per month, regularly pa'd (about 25 
millings fterling) in dollars, out of 
which they found their cloaths. He 
was a fortnight in the camp, where he 
fays every thing was n g od order, 
provifions plenty, and exact difcipline, 
Hecan flrike a mark with the greateft 
certainty, at 200 yards diftance. He 
has the heavy Provincial pronuncia- 
tion, but otherwife fpeaks good Eng- 
lifh. The account he gives, is, that 
the troops in general are fuch kind of , 
men as himfelf, tall and well propor- 
tioned. He was very clear and ex- 
plicit in his anfwers, which he deli- 
vered with great mo Jelly, but entirely 
free from' any fear for the confe- 
quences of his being brought to Eng- 
land. He was difcharged on Satur- 
day, as there were no grounds for his 
commitment. 

Bermuda, Aug. 21. 1775. All the 

-gunpowder has been taken out of this 

place, by a floop from Philadelphia, 

.and a fchooner from Carolina. There 

were upwards of 110 barrels. 

OB. 3, 1775. The Britifh miniftry 
received advice from Peterfburgh, that 
their negociation ;o hire 20,000 Ruf- 
fian troops to go to America was at 
.an end. The French minifter had 
interfered in it by order of his court, 
who called Harming. 

Ccrke, Sept. 28. Sailed for Quebec, 
; the tranfports with the 17th, Monk- 
ton's, and the 55th, Grant's regi- 
ments ; the 27th MafTey's, the. 28th 

• Erie's, and the 46th Vaughan's, alfo 
. failed for America ; but in October 

they met with a violent ftorm, wh ch 
: obliged fome of the tranfports to put 

• back. Some got into Miliar J, and 
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modeft. others into different ports. Twenty 
four tranfports bore away for the Weil 
Indies, and got to Antigua, The 
28th and part of the 46th regiments got 
back to Corke. Four companies of 
the 17th got to Bofton. The 27^ 
got toHallifax,— Qn the 25th of No- 
vember, a tranfport, fuppofed to be 
one of this fleet, with the 46th, was- 
fpoke with at the mouth of the river 
St. Laurence, going to Quebec. The 
55 th arrived at Bofton on the 15 th 
of January, 1776. 

: Dec. 29, 1775. Sailed from Portf- 
mouth, Sir Peter Parker and Earl 
jCornwallis, with the Afteon, Deal- 
Caftle and Thunder bomb, for Corke, 
to convoy the troops and tranfports 
there to America. The A&eon put 
in at Falmouth, and took on board 
Col. Ethan Allen and his fellow prt- 
foners, who had been confined in irons 
in Pendennis Caftle, in order to carry 
them back to America. No afliftance 
was given to Allen in England ; but 
when the (hip arrived at Corke, a 
fubfcription for him was begun in Ire- 
land, and an ample fupply of necefTaries 
given to him, of which he and his 
friends were in great need. 

About the 20th of January 1776, 
the fleet and tranfports were quite 
ready to fail, but the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, doubting his power of per- 
mitting the troops to go (becaufe by 
an ad of the Irifh Parliament in 1769, 
the crown had engaged tokeepi2,ooo 
men in Ireland) a claufe giving parti- 
cular leave on this occafion, was in- 
ferted in one of the Irifh bills. When 
the bill came to England, the claufe 
was tfruck out upon the idea " that 
the King had a right by his preroga- 
tive to lend the troops." The Lord 
Lieutenant ftiil retaining his doubts, 
the claufe was inferted in another bill, 
which was hurried through with all 
pcffible difpatch. However, io muGh 
time was loit by this affair, that it was 
the 13th ofEebruary 1776, beforethe 
fleet couldfail from Corke; confuting of 

43 
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4) feil, and aboot 2500 troops. On 
the »8th of February they met with a 
terrible ftorm, which difpeWed them. 
Some of the tranfports put back to 
Ccrke, others got into Plymouth, 
Portfmouth, and fome into the Wef- 
tern ports. The Thunder bomb got 
hno the Briftol Channel, the Carcafs 
bomb got into Portfmouth ; when the 
latter parted from Sir Peter Parker ; 
fee had only 25 fail with him. The 
general opinion was, that he was to 
go to the middle or fcuthcra Colo- 
nies fa North America ; and that the 
fleet were to rendezvous at Liibon.-— 
A veflel was fent a few days after him, 
changing his deti nation from the 
Southern Colonies to Bofton. On the 
7th of March he was fpoke with %t 
leagues Weft of Cape Finifterre> 
bearing away under an eafy fail 
(fome of the (hips apparently difabled)' 
to the fomhward, with cn!y 18 fail. 

It was an cbfervation in all the 
jmbKc prints, * that the elements, 
as well as the blindnefs and obftinacy 
6f our Governors, have eventually 
frrved to defeat our defpotic defigns 
again ft America. If the troops def- 
ined for Bofton from Corkc had fail- 
ed early enough in the fpring, or had 
not been feven weeks in their pafTage, 
the fhameful retreat at Lexington 
would never have happened. It the 
£vv regiments deftined for Canada, 
had failed on the 19th of September, 
the Iateft day allowed, or had not been 
difperfed in a ftorm , that whole pro- 
vince would not now have been in the 
hands of the Provincials : or, if the 
minifters had waited but fifteen days 
longer for th<* previous confent of Par- 
liament, the brave Hanoverians who 
f>erifhed on the coaft of France, would 
now be fnfe in the garrifcnof Gibraltar.* 

Jan. 8, 1776 Sailed from Portf- 
mouth, two Packets, one for Virginia, 
the other for New York, with the 
American Prohibitory act. Alio the 
Briftol man of war, with money and 
diipatthes, failed for America. 



Oa. zz. AAnfralShtdlhamfaiW 
from Portfmouth in the Chatham, to 
take the command of the fteet at Bo» 
ton in the room of Admiral Graves. 
He arrived at Bofton at the end of Ja- 
nuary 1776, and Feb. 1, Admiral 
Graves failed 'or England in the Prefc 
ton, and arrived on the 2 2d of the 
fame month. 

Fib. 5, 1776. Lord Howe kified 
his Majefty's hand, On being appoint- 
ed Commander of the Fleet in North 
America. (To coin the Eagle.) 

M&rcb 1. Admiral Montagu ap* 
jointed Commander of the Fleet on 
the Newfoundland ftatfon* (To go 
in the Romney.) 

March 7, 1776. Sailed from Port£ 
mouth, the ifis, Captain Douglas, 
and tranfporo, with the 39th regiment 
for Quebec. 
Extrofiofa kmrfr9mFabtumb,¥tb vf± 

The Sandwich Packet, Notting- 
ham, arrived this afternoon front 
Charteftown, after a paffage of twen- 
ty-eight days, and brings advice, that 
the ports cm that coaft were entirely 
fhut againft all Englifh veEtb. He 
could get no fupphes of any kind, 
neither could he poffibly enter the 
harbour, as the entrance was quite 
obstructed by rubbilh and veffels funk 
in the channel ; an order has been 
made to obftrult, in the like manner, 
every harbour from Bofton to Savan- 
nah, fo as to leave them navigable 
veflels only. They have a great num- 
ber of privateers on the cruize ; one 
of whom has taken a tranfport, bound 
from Bofton to Norfolk, m Virginia, 
with feveral pieces of brafs cannon on 
board, and a large quantity of fmall 
arms ; many other tranfports have 
likewife fallen into the hands of the 
Provincials." 

On the firft of December, the Ame- 
rican cruizers had taken nine tranf- 
ports fome laden with ftockings, 
woollen-caps, and fhoes, others with, 
cloathing, others with blafnkets, fome 
with coals, provifions, &c. for the 

troops 
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troops at Bofton. Some of the trans- 
ports were taken in the harbour. The 
troops fuffered exceedioglj by the loft 
q( thefe neceflkries. 
Letter from Corke y dated March j ^-j-jS. 

We may be fully convinced that 
the letters from Bofton io not exag- 
gerate in the melancholy accounts 
tranfmitted of a dearth in that hardV 
fated garrifon, by. comparkg the very 
uncommon accidents which hare at- 
tended mod of the provifion fhips from 
this cky for Bofton thefe^fix months 
pad (as truly de&ribed ki the follow- 
ing lift) with the great lofc that aMo 
attended the hogs, iheep, &c. oa 
board fuch few victualling ihips as 
did arrive fafe from London. Indeed 
it may joftfy be feared that the garri* 
fon will be in diftreis even for kit 
provisions. 
JiJCt of ihips laden at Cork far Bofton, 

from the ioth of September to the 

7th of March 1775. 

*' Sept. 15. Two Sifters, with a* 
aflbrted cargo of prov&ons, liquors, 
&c. taken by the provinciate. 

* Sept. 25, Queea of England— 
4joo barrels of pork, 500 firkins of 
butter, 100 calks of meal, potatoes, 
bacon, candles, &c. put into LUbon 
-damaged, after* aids taken and car- 
ried into Marblefaead by the Pro- 
vincials. 

* Gel. 7. Fanny— 1050 barrels <tf 
pork, 400 firkins of Wtter, potatoes, 
cheefe, baaoa, tongues, *c. foiled the 

1 8th of Get., with the cargo, and is 
UJppofed to be taken, as me was not 
arrived a: Baboo, the iftcfFeb. 

* Oct.. 27, Sukey-^with an aflbrted 
cargo of beef, Butter, pork, tongues, 
falmon, peaie, potatoes, wines awl 
candles, and fcmdry articles for the 
officers at Bofton, taken and carried 
.in by the Provincial. 

4 O&. 31. Waters — 1S60 hands 
of pork> $00 firkins of butter, Arc. 
failed, and put back the 2d of Dec. 
after being out 38 days, and is now 
in this harbour waiting for a convoy. 
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* Jan. 9, 1776. Sally— ^60 bar* 
rels of pork, 150 firkins of butter, now 
here waiting ior a convoy. 

c 1 1 . Mars— 1940 barrels of pork, 
450 firkins of butter, nowhere waiting 
for convoy. 

• Monday, TueGky, and this day, 
the 20th and 34th regiments arrived 
in town, in order to embark for Ame- 



rica/ 

ExtraS of a letter frmt an eficer, ar~> 
ri*ved at $ tutthamf tern ,f rem Rvfton* 
The troops ftom Soaker's Hill 
went into w»ter quarters a very few 
days before I quitted Bofkm, which 
wason the 16th of December ; thofa 
in Bofton had broke up camp about a 
fortnight before, all in good {pirits, 
and in better health than could be 
expected after ib late a campaign.— 
No part of the fleet fent from Eng- 
land and Ireland with fupplies had ar- 
rived when we left Bofton ; but we 
had the pleafure of feeing £vc fail 
tending into the harbour as we came 
away, and which, from their fire, we 
judged were from Europe, a fight 
truly pleaftng *o os ; how much more 
10 thofe who had not our prolpect of 
pknty ! Fuel was Hired weekly only, 
there not being a Sufficiency to afford 
« greater fupply ; and every regiment 
had old houfes and wharfs afugned to 
•them contiguous to their quarters, to 
ferve in lien of better firing. 

The Provincial Congrefs at Water- 
town on i?he 14th of Depemjjer 177 c # 
ordered ten thonfand minute-men to 
be kept in readinefs, to a£ as general 
Wafliingron ftioald require. 

Two French "Gentlemen arrived at 
New York in Auguft 1775, an ^ W£nt 
to the Congreis at Philadelphia. 
ExtrmcJsJrom the Journal if the Pro* 
ceedings of the Provincial Cortgre/s of 
North Carolina, held at HiUJborBugh % 
on the zoth day of Auguft, 1775. 
Preftnt one hundred and eighty Jive 
DELEGATES. 
Whereas theCantinental Congrefs 
hath thought it neceflary, for the 

pre- 
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prefcrvttion of American liberty, taken a very active and inrtrumen- 
that an army would be embodied, tal (hare in oppoilnon to the means 
and thefum of three millions of do]** which have been adopted by this and 
Urs be emitted for the purpofe of the other united colonies for their* 



fupporting fuch army, and hath 
pledged the fa th of the un ted co- 
lonies for the redemption of the 
fame. 

Rtfekxd uxtninQvJly* That the in- 
habitants of North-Carolina will pay 
their full proportion of the ex pence 
fo incurred, and will make provision 
for the redemption of fuch part of 
the fuin fo emitted as (ball be allot-* 
ted by the Continental Congrefs for 
this Province to redeem, in propor- 
tion to the number of its inhabi- 
tants. 

RefoheJ, That his Majefty's fa ; th- 
ful and loyal fubjects in this Colony 
are reduced to a dangerous and cri- 
tical fitoation, by the attempts of a 
Britilh minittry to carry into execu* 
tion by force of arms, feveral un- 
conftitutionaj and opprefljve acts of 
the Britifti parliament, for laying 
taxrs, and for altering and chang- 
ing the conftitution and internal po- 
lice <-f the united colonies, in viola- 
tion of the natural rights of the Co- 
lonies. 

Refilled* That hoftilities being 
actually commenced in the Mafla- 
w chufettVBay by the Britiw troops 
under the command of General Gage, 
.and a number of the inhabitants of 
that Colony deftroyed, the town of 
Bufton having been long occupied 
as* a garrifon town, and, as if in 
an enemy's country, the inhabitants 
thereof treated with a feverity not 
to be juftified towards declared ene* 
tnics ; reinforcements being alfo 
threatened, and every day expected 
to add to the mifery of that wretch- 
ed people, and to execute the cruel 
de:ermined measures of adminiftra- 
tion againit this and the reit of the 
united colonies; And whereas his 
Excellency Governor Martin hath 



common fafety, «s well to difunite 
this from the reft as to weaken the 
efforts of the inhabitants of North- 
Carofina to proteft their lives, li- 
berties, and properties, againft any 
force which may be exerted to in- 
jure them, or for the exprefs pur- 
pofe of compelling us to fubmir to 
the operation of the ads ; that there- 
fore, for the exprefs and fole pur- 
pofe of fecuring and defending this 
Colony, and preferving it in fafcty 
againft all attempts to carry the faid 
ads into execution by force of arms, 
this Colony be immediately put into 
BHae of defence. 

Refohed> That this Congrefs think 
it absolutely necefT^ry, for the fup- 
port of the American affectation, 
and fafety of the Colony, to raife a 
body of forces, confiding of 1000 
men ; and upon the faith of the rei 
folve of the Continental Congrefs* 
this Congrefs do refolre that 1600 
men be immediately raifed and em- 
bodied, 

' Refot<vcdi That the continental 
troops to be raifed in this Province 
be; .kept in pay three months, un- 
lefs the Provincial Council mould 
judge it neceflary to continue them 
longer ; and the fa ; d council are inv- 
powered to di (band them at any time 
before or after the term of three 
months, when they fhall judge that 
their fervice is unneceiTary. 

Whereas it is ma-ifeil that endea- 
vours have been ufed by enemies to 
the liberties of America, to perfuade 
feveral of the inhabitants of this 
Province who were engaged in the 
late infurredion, that they remained 
ftill liable to be punifhed, unlefs 
pardoned by his Majefty, and that 
pardons can only be obtained on con- 
dition that they (hall, when requir- 
ed, 
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*d, tafce arms, and act offenGvely 
again/t fuch perforis as ihall be de- 
voted to dertruclion for having taken 
do active ftiare in defence of Ame- 
rican liberty ; and whereas it is well 
known that no punishments can now 
lawfully be inflicted on any perfohs 
concerned in the faid infurrection, 
whether mentioned in the aft of 
outlawry on that occafion or not : 

Re/ohed therefore, That the late 
infurgents, and every of them, ought 
to be protected from tvery attempt 
to punifli them by any means what* 
locver, and that this Cong re fs will 
to their utmoft proteft them from 
any injury to their perfons or pro- 
perty which may be attempted on 
the pretence of punifhing the faid 
late infurrection, or any thing in 
confequence thereof. 

Re/ol*ved t That a committee be ap- 
pointed to confer with fuch of the 
inhabitants of this Province who en- 
tertain any religious or political fcru- 
ples with refpecl to aflbciatingin the 
common caufe of America, to re* 
move any ill impreflions that have 
been made upon them by the artful 
devices of the enemies of America, 
and to induce them, by arguments 
and perflation, heartily to unite with 
us for the protection of the confti- 
totional rights and privileges there- 
of. - 

Re/ohed, That no perfon whatfo- 
ever, charged as being an enemy to 
the American caufe, Ihall be carried 
out ( of this Province privately, or by 
any aft of violence, except by the 
directions of a committee duly im- 
powered to take cognizance of the 
offence with which they are charged, 
and who (hall, upon fair and candid 
hearing thereupon, think fuch mea- 
fare prudent, jult and neceiTary, but 
as the particular circumltances which 
attended the fe zure of fioote and 
Dunn, rendered a previous applica* 
tion altogether impracticable to Any 
committee appointed for the pur- 



pofes of e*aminarfon t we aeknowl 
ledge ourfelves under the greateil 
obligations to the perfons who have 
rendered the fignal fervice to this 
Province, of removing from amongft 
them, men who were exerting their 
utmoft endeavours to defeat the at- 
tempts of the virtuons inhabitants of 
this Province, to preferve in viol at* 
the rights of the Britifh constitu- 
tion. 

Re/ohed, That the thanks of thia 
Congrefs be given to William Hoop- 
er, Jofeph Hawes, and Richard Caf- 
well, Efquires, for their patriotic 
and faithful difcharge of the im- 
portant truft repofed in them as de- 
legates on tne part of this province 
at the late Continental Cojgrefs. 

In confequence whereof, the Pre- 
fident returned them thanka in tht 
following manner: 
• Gentlemen, 

* The honourable and patriotic 
conduct you have purfued in dif- 
charge of the high and important 
truft unanimouflv committed to you* 
with the moft unbounded confidence, 
by the convention of this Province, 
has juftified and done honour to their 
choice, and now calls forth the grate- 
fu) thanks of your fellow citizens; 
which thanks in order that the moft 
honourable teftimony of your conduct 
may be transmitted to posterity, the 
Congrefs have commanded me to de- 
liver in this place. 

' I do accordingly, with the great* 
e(t pleafure, return you the thankr 
of this Congrefs, in behalf of their 
coaftituents, for the manly, fpirited, 
and patriotic difcharge of yonr duty, 
as Delegates reprefenting this Pro* 
vince in the Grand Continental Con- 
grefs at Philadelphia,' 
To <wbich the Delegates returned thefoU 
lowing anfwer, 

* We the Delegates of this Pro- 
vince, to whom our fellow citizens 
thought fit to confign, with the moft 
unlimited confidence, the 3 re at and 

Y v important 
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important ehargt of 
them io the late Continental Con- 
gress, beg leave to ex pre f* oer m; ft 
Sincere thanks for the honourable 
teftimocy which, through you, they 
have thought fit to render of our ier- 
vices in that capacity* 

With heart* warmed with a zea- 



< 3 5° ) 
representing miles above Hagar's- Town, on their, 
way to Fort-Pitt ; Connolly has beea 
this fu miner at Bo ft on, where he pre- 
feoted a plan of operation for the 
next fpriog, to General Gage, which 
met the General's approbation, and 
he was now on his way to put it id 
execution. He is made Lieutenant 



Ions lot e *t liberty, and de&rous of Colonel Commandant, wa* to proceed 

a reconciliation wiih the rJarentftate* to Fort Detroit, where Captain Lord, 

Upon terms juft and conftitutioaal, who is now at the Ulfoois with two 

we flattered ourtelves that the inte- companies of the royal Irifh, was to 

grity of our motives would plead at) meet him with the fiel4 pieces and 

excufe for our want of aoilitiee, and flores that arc there. Connolly wan, 

that in the candour and charity of to raife a regiment, as many Indiana 

oar cooftituents, our well meant, and partisans as he could; to en*- 

however feeble endeavours, would bJe him to do this, he had power to- 

£nd their apology. Our expe&a* engage every perfon that entered iiw 

ttoos are more than anfweredj and to the fervice 300. acres, of land whea 

this public approbation of our cen- the troubles wcae over, and what- 

4*ft% the grejaieA reward a fub^d. ever other pecuniary rewards he, 

can receive, or a people bellow, will might think proper, was to appoint 

Simulate us, whether in private or andcommiftonAll the officers under 

public life our lot (hall bncaft,*to him, which commif&oos were .to bo* 

imitate the virtues of our pau totic coonrmed by Dunmore. 
Jeliow citizens, and to be, diflJn* With this force he was tadeJUayt- 

guiihed by our ofefuJneA in fociety, Fort Pitt a*d Fort-Fincaftle, if tbij 

•i we have this day been by the ho- Americans (hould make a*y reift- 



Aours with which they have marked 
our former endeavours. 

While our hearts overflow with 

5 latitude to this refpeftable afle al- 
ly, we cannot omit to offer our bell 
acknowledgements to you, honour- 
ed Sir, for the polite manner io, 
which you have been pleafcd to con- 
vey to us the fen Ce of this houfe j 
aad to congratulate them that their 
Councils are conducted under theauf^ 
pices- of a character fo juflly efteem- 



ance, and meet Pun more by the 
20th of April next at Alexandria, . 
where he, Dud more, wa*s to land an . 
army under the cannon of the (hips 
of war* Conolly's companions were 
one Cameron* who is now a Lieu- • 
tenant with promife of promotion,, 
one Dr. Smith » wbo> hys he was to 
he furgeon of CoaoJly's regiment ; 
the other was Conolly's fervant. 

The were brought into Frede- 
rick , s-To*n on Wednefday morn- 



ed, and wbifh adds dignity 10 the ing, and onThurfday examined be- 
feat in which it picudes.' fore thje committee : Qn fearchjng. 
£#ira& rf a letter from Georgt-To<wii % their portmanteau a copy of Con - 
(Maryland) November 26, 1775, molly's- plan was found: Thus yon 
* Agreeable to what I wrote >ou fee a part of the diabolical fcheme is 
hy ' ' > l ■*» * f €t out on Tuefday defeated, b*t make no doubt Dun- 
morning I ait for Frederick-Town, rnjore will land an army at Alexan- 
apd when within eight or nine miles dria in the fpring ; but ae their 
or chat place, had the pleasure to fefceme has thus providentially come, 
Hear thai Major Connolly, with three to light* hope lush preparations wiU 
companions, were taken at>out five be, 
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fee trad*, %a'wiH enable us to gi*e 

him the receptioo he merits. 

ByauthTnticinteliigcnccfipomVirt 
fcinia we are informed, that Lord 
Daflraor* with* a party of jegultrs, 
and a cumber of volunteer* , (inha* 
titan s of Norfolk) bad attacked « 
p*rty of provincials and defeated 
♦hem, with the lofa of a few men 
killed and taken.— That he bad if 
foed a proclamation, declaring his 
determination, by virtu* of the 
power and authority to khn given by 
his Majeft>, tQ execute martial law 
throughout thai Colony $ aiid requir- 
ing every perfon capable of bearing 
arms jo refort to. his Majeily's ftaa- 
dard, or be looked upon as traitors, 
and further calling upon indented kr^ 
% yants, &e. to join his Majefty's troops 
for the fpeedily reducing that Colony 
to (what his Lordftup is pieafed to 
call) ' a proper fenfe of its duty.' — 
The town of Norfojk, it is fait}, is 
chiefly inhabited by Scotch Tories, 
and thefe have voluntarily figned a 
paper, and taken an oath, abjuring 
the authority of Committees, Conven- 
tions and CongrefTes, fome of the good 
people alfo of Princefs Ann County 
have been perfuaded to do the fame; 
but the latter it is hoped and believed 
will foon be convinced of their mif- 
fake in joining with their molt inve- 
terate enemy in endeavouring to fub- 
vert their own liberties ; and it is not 
doubted but the former will fpeedily be ' 
made to feel the vengeance of that too 
Jong infulted Colony. 

When General Gage firft landed 
with his troops in Bolton the hit year, 
he practifed the fame arts in the Co- 
lony of MafTachufetts Bay, which 
Lord Dunmore has been practifmg in 
Virginia ; employing his underftrap- 
pers to prevail upon fimple people to 
iign ailbciations, and abjure the au- 
thority of Congrefles, but raoft of 
.them foon faw their error and re- 
tracted, the reft fled to the General 
for protection from the juft wrath of 
their countrymen. The body of the 



-people at 'length finding QeneraJ 
Gage an enemy, declared his feat 
vacant., and have fince taken the go-, 
vemvttftt into their own hands.' 



N E W-T Q R K. 
7# the G*od Women ff this Province 
Aa the fpinning of Yarn is a great 
part of the bufmefs in Cloth Manu- 
faclorieSi in thofe counties where 
they are carried on exteniively, and 
to the bell advantage, the women of 
the whole country around are em-> 

Eloyed as much as poflible. The 
lanagers of the American Manu- 
factory in this city, being defirous to 
extend the circle of this part of the 
fbufinefs, wiflu to employ every good 
fpinner that can apply, however re- 
mote from the Factory ; and as many 
women in the country may fupply 
themfelves with the materials there, 
and may have leifur^ to fpin confidcr- 
able quantities, they are hereby in- 
formed that ready money will be given 
at the Factory up Market-ftreet, for 
any parcel, either great or fraall, of 
hemp, flax or woollen yarn. 

The Managers return their thanks 
to all thofe induitrious women who 
are now employed in fpinning for the 
Factory ; the ikill and diligence of 
many entitles them to the public ac- 
knowledgment : We hope as you have 
be$;un, (oyou will go on, and never 
be weary in well-doing. 

Philadelphia, January 8. 
In CONGRESS, January z, 1776. 

Whereas it has been reprefented to 
this Congrefs, that divers honeft and 
well-meaning, but uninformed people 
in thefe colonies, have by the art and 
addrefs of mjuiiterial agents, been de- 
ceived and drawn into erroneous opi- 
nions refpecting the American caufe, 
and the probable iflue of die prefent 
conteft : 

Refolded, That it be recommended % 

to the different committees, and other 

friends to American liberty in the faid 

colonies, to treat all fuch perfons 

Y y 2 with 
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ciples of the friend* of American li«. 
berty, and oppoilng every meafure 
formed for its preformation and fecu^ 
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with kmdnefs arid attention, to con- and traducing the condnft aridprin 

fider them as ihe inhabitants of a "* ' * * ~ *' ' " A ' " 
country determined to be free, and to 
view their errors as proceeding rather 

from want ofinformat on than want of rity, Refolved, That it be recom- 

virtue or public fpirit, to explain to mended to different Aflemblies, Coa> 

them the origin, nature and extent ventions, and Committees or Court- 

of the prefent controverfy, to ac- cib of Safety in the United Colonies 

quaint them with the fate of thje by the moft fptcdy and effe&ual mea- 

numerous petitions prefented to his fares to fruftrate the mifchievous ma-* 

Majefty, as well by aiTemblies as by chinations, and reftratn the wicked 

Congrefles, for reconciliation and re- practices of thefemen, And it is the 

drefs of grievances, and that the laft opinion of this Congrefs that they 

from this Congrefs humbly requefting ought to be difarmed, and the more 

the fingle favour of being heard, like dangerous among them either kept in 

all the others, has proved unfuccefc- fofe cuftody or bound with fufficient 

/ul 5 to unfold to them the various fureties to their good behaviour, 
arts of admiauirarion to enfnare and And in order that the faid Aflem- 

enflave us, and the manner in which blies, Conventions, Committees or 

we have been cruelly driven to defend Councils of Safety may be enabled 

by arms thofe very rights, liberties with greater eafe and facility to carry 

end eitates which we and our fonefa- this refolution into execution, Refolv- 

thers had fo long enjoyed unmolefted ed, That they be authorifed to call to 

in the reigns of his prefent Majeity's their aid whatever Continental troops 



predeceflbrs, And it is hereby recom- 
mended to all Conventions andAf- 
iemblies in thefe Colonies liberally to 
djftribute among the people the pro- 
ceedings of this and the former Con- 
grefs, the late fpeeches of the great 
patriots in both Houfes of Parliament, 
relative to American grievances, and 



ftationed in or near their refpective 
colonies, may be conveniently fpared 
from their more immediate duty ; 
and the commanding officers of fuch 
troops are hereby directed to afford 
the faid AflTemoUes, Conventions, 
Committees or Councils of Safety, all 
fuch affiftance in executing this refo- 



fuch other pamphlets and papers as lution as they may require, and which, 
fend to illucidate the merits of the confident with the good of the fervice, 



American caufe. The Congrefs being 
fully perfuaded that the more our 
right to the enjoyment of our ancient 
liberties and privileges is examined, 
the more juft and neceflary our prer 
fent opposition to minifterial tyranny 
will appear. 

And with refpett to all fuch un- 



may be fupplied. 

Refolded, That all detachments of 
Continental troops, which may be 
ordered on the bufinefs in the afore- 
going refolution mentioned, be, while 
to employed, under the direction and 
controul of the Aflemblies, Conven- 
tions, Committees, Councils of Safety- 



worthy Americans as, regardlefs of afbrefaid. 
their duty to their Creator, their Rejbhtd, That it be recommended 

country, and their polterity, have to all the United Colonies to aid each 

taken part with our oppreflbrs, and other (on requeft from their refpeclive 

influenced by the hope or poflefiion Aflemblies, Conventl ns, Commit- 



of ignominious rewards, ilrive to re- 
commend themfblves to the bounty 
of adminiilration by mifreprefentatioh 



tees, or Councils of Safety, and Coun- 
ty Committees) on every emergency, 
and tocultivate, cherifh, andincreafe 

the 
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"theprefen nappy and heceiTaiy union, 
ky a continual interchange of mutual 
good offices. 

And whereas the execrab!e barba- 
rity with which this unhappy war has 
been conducted on the part of our 
enemies, fuch as burning our defence- 
!efs towns and villages, expofmg their 
inhabitants, without regard to Tex or 
age, to all the miferies which lofs of 
property, the rigour of the feafon, and 
inhuman devastation can infiidl, ex- 
citing domeftic infurre&ions and mur- 
ders, bribing the favages to defolate 
our frontiers, and caftmg fuch of us, 
as the fortune of war has put into 
their power, into goals, there to lan- 
guiih in irons and in want ; compel- 
ling the inhabitants of Bofton, in vio- 
lation of the treaty, to remain con- 
fined within the town, expofed to the 
infolence of the foldiery, and other 
enormities at the mention of which 
decency and humanity will for ever 
blufh, mayjuftly provoke the inhabi- 
tants of thefe Colonies to retaliation. 
Re/olved, That it be recommended to 
them to continue m ndful that hurna" 
nity '•ought to diftinguifh the brave, 
that cruelty fhould find no admittance 
among a free people, and to take care 
that no page in the annals of America 
be ftained by a recital of any action 
which juftice or chriitianity may con- 
demn, and to reft allured that when- 
ever retaliation may be necefl^ry or 
tend to their fecurity, this Congrefs 
will undertake the difagreeable talk. 

Refc/ved, That the Aflemblies, 
Conventions, or Committees or Coun- 
cils of Safety be requcftcd forthwith 
to tranfmit to this Congrefs copies of 
all the petitions, memorials, and re- 
menftrances which have been by their 
refpeclive colonies prefenced to the 
Throne, or either Houfe of Parlia- 
ment, fince the year 1762, and that 
they a!f > inform this Congrefs whe- 
ther any and what apfwets were given 
to them. 

Extraftsfrom the Minutes , 

CHARLES THOMPSON, Sec. 



Cambridge^ Dec. 2S. Laft weeklwA 
HoufesofAflembly came to tfee choirie 
of five Delegates to repreferit this co- 
lony in American Congrefs, for the 
year 1776, by joint ballot, and Ae 
following Gentlemen were chofen, vu£ 
The Hon. John Hancock, Efq; Sa- 
muel Adams, Efq; John Adams, £fi$; 
Robert Treat Paine, Efq; Elbridge 
Gerry, Efq. 

We hear that a brig from Portugal, 
bound to New York, which had beam 
taken by the enemy, and ordered tt» 
Bofton, was retaken a few days ag* 
by one of the Continental Crulzers, 
and carried into Plymouth. She wa§ 
laden with fait, and had on boarl, 
when retaken, a midihipman and iut 
or eight feamen belonging to the 
enemy. 

The following Gentlemen are ap- 
pointed, and commiflioned, by the 
major part of the council, Judges if 
Admiralty for this colony, agreeable 
to an Acl lately parted by the Gene* 
ral Aflembly, viz. Nathan Caflim^ 
Efq; for the Southern diftricl, con- 
taining the counties -of Plymouth^ 
Barnftable, Briftol, Nantucket, an4 
Duke's County. 

Timothy Pickering, junr, Efq; 
for the Middle diftricl, containing 
•the counties of -Suffolk, Middkfex* 
and Eflex. 

James Sullivan, Efq; for theEall- 
ern diftridt, containing the coan^ 
ties of York, Cumberland, and Lilt- 
coin. 

JVorcefter> Dec. 29, By a deferter 
who patted through this town yefter- 
day, and fays he left Bofton on Wed- 
nefdaylafl, wcare informed, that the 
pavements in Bofton are taken up. 
that the mill-bridge and draw-bridge 
were removed, and the wooden build- 
ings in that neighbourhood taken down 
for fuel ; that there were between four 
and five thoufand regulars in Bofton 1 , 
and about five hundred on Bunker's 
HH1 ; and that the enemy were no 
ways dilpofed to aioleft us this winter, 

but 
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b«prt>pofe, whetuhcirTeirforccrnents 
arrive, to leave a ftrong garrifon hi 
Bofton, and carry on their operation* 
}tx fame other place. 

Majjacbujetts-Bay. The committee 
of both houfe> appointed to take into 
confideration, and report on the letter 
cf Governor Trumbull, relative to the 
inhabitants of Nantucket, have at* 
tended that fervice, and beg leave to 
report by way of rHblve. 

In Ctuncil, Dec. 9. 1775. 

Wfrereas representation has been 
jpade to this court, that Supplies of 
provision, more than are necelfary for 
internal confumptkm, and for fuch 
voyages as may be profecuted, con* 
£ftent with the reibl es of Congrefs, 
And the General Aflembly of this Co- 
lony, have been lately mipped frorn 
this and the neighbouring Colonies, 
for the iflands of Nantucket and Mar- 
tha's Vineyard, and there is great 
reafon to fufpe£t that the inhabitants 
of the faid iUand cf Nantucket have 
abufed the indulgence of this court, 
by applying our enemies with fuch 
provisions, &c, as were admitted to be 
tranfported to them, for their internaj 
confumption only. 

Rsfcfved, That the Committee of 
Correfpondence for the town of lal~ 
Hiouth, in the county of Bankable, 
be, and they hereby are directed forth- 
with to return to this court a true 
copy upon oath, of all permits which 
they have granted to the inhabitants 
of Nantucket, or any other perfon or 
perfons in their fcehalf, for obtaining 
provifions from the inhabitants of this 
and the neighbouring colonies, to fup- 
ply faid inhabitants of Nantucket, 
and to fufpend granting any permits 
in future, to the faid inhabitants, cr 
any perfon on their behalf, till the 
further order of this court. 

And the fejed men of the town of 
Sherburne, on the ifland of Nantucket, 
as alfo of each town on Martha's 
Vineyard, are directed forthwith to 



make rtri& enquiry into the import** 
tion of proviiions into their refpecliv* 
towns fincc the 28th of Sept. Jail, ami 
of all provifions now in faid towns, 
and to make returns thereof on oath 
to this court, as foon as may be ; 
And the inhabitants of this Colony, 
and of the other Colonies, are defired 
to withhold further fupplies of provi- 
iions, fuel, or other neceuaries from 
{aid \flands, until the further recom- 
mendation of this court : And the 
printers of the Colonies aibrefaid, are 
refpe&ively defired to caufe this rev 
folve to be inferted in their new* 
papers, 

Sent down for concurrence. 
PEREZ MORTON, Dep. Sec, 
In the Houfe of Reprefentative , Dec* 

Read and concurred, Sent up, 

J. WARREN, Speaker. 
Confented to' 

W. Sever, Charles Chauncy, 

B. Grcenlcaf, I. Palmer, 

Caleb Cuming, S. Holten, 
Jofcph GcrriS, Mofes Gill, 
JohnWhctcorab, Jabez Fifher, 
Jedediah Fofter, John Taylor, 
Thomas Prcfcot, B. White. 
Eldad Taylor, 

A true copy, Atteft, 
PEREZ MORTON, Dep. Sees. 

New London t Doc. 29. By authen^ 
tic advices from Martinico, wc learn, 
that on the 4th of Ottober Iaft, Capt* 
Grant Gardon, commander of die 
Apgo, an Englifh frigate, lying in. 
the harbour of St. Pierre, fent a boat 
with 12 men on board a French floop 
in that harbour, in fearch of powder, 
(fuppofing her to be an Englifh vefTel 
bound to North America.) Intelli- 
gence of this coming to the mailer 
of the floop, who was on fhore, he 
immediately repaired on board his 
veiTel to know the reafon of this con?. 
dudl ; the Lieutenant of the frigate 
demanded his papers, and on the 
Mailer's refufing to exhibit them, a 

fquabl 
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the vefTel,Mr. Cary Michel.' 
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fquabble enfued, which being difeb- the wharf. 

Vered by the people on fhore, they 

went to the aififtance of the French Col. Howe and Col. Woodford 

Mailer, on which the Lieutenant and •• have entered Norfolk wjth their forces. 

feme under officers and failors went Lord Dunmore had abandoned the 



on fhore, where they were furrounded 
hy a numerous mob, which this infult 
had collec~led ; mean while the people 
in the boat were drove from the fhore 
with fhowers of ftones which were 
thrown at them, the officers at the 
fame time were hooted at by numbers 
of failors and negroes who followed 
them to the Governor's, where they 
went to make complaint ; but the 
Governor ordered them immediately 
to depart, or he would have them pu-. 
nifhedfor their iniblence ; afttr much 
difficulty the officers of the frigate got 
into their boat and made off. During 
the tumult a boat was fent on board the 
frigate to know the reafon of this con- 
dud, amd the frigate was fbon after 
ordered out of the reach of their 
cannon. 

A Morning Return of the Forces now 
under the command of CoL Howe, 
Virginia 2d regiment, 350. Vir- 
ginia minute-battalion, 165. A de- 
tachment of the 1 ft Virginia regiment, 
\*jz. North Carolina 2d. regiment, 
438. North Carolina volnnteers, 150. 
Total ftrength of companies* 1275. 
Extra ft of a letter from CoL Scott to 
Capt. S out ball r , dated Norfolk ,Dec.\ 7 . 

* Dear Sir, 

* I have juft time, to- inform yon 
that we have at laft got pofleflion of 
the moft horrid place I ever beheld ; I 
mean Norfolk. Almoft all the inha- 
bitants fled on board the fhips. Flags 
are continually paflmg; afking water, 
provision, or to exchange prifoners. 
Duty is harder than ever I faw be- 
fore, our guards have not been re- 
lieved for forty-eight hours. The 
men "of war fell down laft evening 
about a mile, and left a brig with 
five thoufand bufhels of fait behind, 
which our guard took, and brought to 



town, and fereral of the tories had 
fled on board their veffels, with aft 
their effects ; others of them are ap* 
plying for forgivenefe to , their in* 
jured countrymen. 

A oorrefpondent, on whofe inform 
mation we may depend, informs us, 
that our foidiers fhewed the greateft 
humanity and tendernefs to the wound* 
ed prifoners. Several of them rait 
through a hot fire to lift up ami bring 
in fbme that were bleeding, ami who 
they feared wo«ld die, if not fpeedily 
affifted by the furgeen. The prifo- 
»ers expected to be fcalped, and caU 
led out, For God's fake do not murder us. 
One of them who was imabJe to walk, 
calling out in this manner to one of 
our men, was anfwered by him, put 
your arms about my neck and I wiH 
ffeew you what I intend to do. TRett 
taking him with his arm over hi* 
neck, he walked flowly along, bearing 
him up with great tenderness to thfc 
breaft-work. Captain- Leflie feeing 
two of our foidiers tenderly removing 
a wounded regular from the bridge, ost 
which he lay, ftepped upon the plat- 
form of the fort, and bowing wirif 
great refpett, thanked them for their 
Jtindnefs. 

Bxtraft of a letter from a Volunteer 

with CoL Arnold y ro bis friend itt 

New York, dated Point aitx Tremble, 

2 r miles from Quebec, Nov, 2 1 , 1 775. 

* We arrived before Quebec the i$tH 

inft. after a fevere march of about 

600 miles ; when we left Cambridge* 

we were n 00 ftrong ; about half 

way CoL Enos got frightened, an<f 

with three companies, and the fick, 

which together was about one half of 

our number, and the greateft part of 

theprovifion, turned back ! May warned 

and guilt go with him, and wherever 

-he 
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to feks ft fcelter ma? the hand of 
jtfiic* Attt tbe door againft him ; 
ptthift 1 hare fcid too much, but a 
mm that has fufTred by him, can 
katdhy refrain f pea king. Wc were 
aboat two months on our march, 
thirty -two days of which we did sot 
Ire a hoofe, and at ftiort allowance, 
£x days of which we were at half a 
roend of poik, and half a pound of 
low per man a day, after which for 
§*+r days we had only half a pound 
of floor per day, our pork being 
rate ; twodays of which we loft our- 
4elve>, marched 40 miles, and were 
b»t 10 milf s on our way ; our whole 
lores uas then divided, and it was 
about four pints of flour per man ; 
a fmall allowance for men near one 
»»ndred miles from any habitation, 
or proipect of a fupply — >fter hav- 
ing travelled 50 or 60 miles on this 
leant y allowance we came to a river, 
wtrich we were told was only eight 
miles from tbe inhabited parts ;. here 
1 fat down, baked and eat my lail 
aaorfetoi bread — but think what was 
mydittrefs, when 1 found, after crof- 
§ng the river, that I had 30 miles to 
travel before 1 could ex peel ihe lea ft 
mouthful ; however my dread was 
loon removed by the return of Colo- 
nel Arnold, who, with a fmall party, 
had made a forced march, and re- 
turned to us with fome cattle he had 
pur chafed of the inhabitants ; on 
tbefewemade a voracious meal, and 
renewed our march with r.cw cou- 
rage to Poii.t Levi— from t encewe 
were tranfported in birch canoes to 
the plains of Abraham, and from 
thence retreated to this place to wait 
for General Montgomery, who we 
are told, by exprefs this day, will 
be with us loon. 1 



April 9, Difpatches were received 
from Lord Dunmore. 
From tire Virginia Gazette of January 

1 8, printed on board iht Jhif Dun* 

morty lying off Norfolk* " 



Norfolk, Ship Dttumre y Jan, 1 f » 

* boon after the arrival of the Li- 
verpool frigate from England, Capt. 
Bellew fent a flag of truce,- aud de- 
manded to be informed whether his 
MajrnV* mips of war would be fup- 
plied from the (bore with prov fions ; 
the reply being in the negaiive, and 
the (hips in the harbour being con* 
tinually annoyed by firing from the 
rebels, oot of that part of- the town ■ 
next the water, rendered itneceffary 
to deftroy it, and diflodge them from 
the houfes they occupied di redly un- 
der the muzzles of the fhips guns* 
Accordingly, previous notice being 
given to the inhabitants, in order 
that tbe women, children, and inno- 
cent perfons might have time to re- 
move out of danger, on the firft in- 
fiant about four o'clock in-the after- 
noon, the Liverpool frigate, the Ot- 
ter and King's-Fifher (loops of war, 
with the governor's (hip Dunmore, 
began to cannonade the town, and 
in the mean time a few men were. 
landed in boats, who fet fire to the 
houfes next the watet. 

As the wind was moderate and 
from the (hore, it was judged with 
certainty, that the deflruclion would 
end with that part of the town next 
the water, which the king's (hips 
meant only mould be fired ; but the . 
rebels cruelly and unneceftarily com- 
pleated the deitruclion of the whole 
town, by fetting fire to the houfes in 
the flreets back, which were before 
fafe from the flames. 

The ill-judged and mifapplied 
fury difcharged upon the weak and 
the innocent, was not confined to 
the town; the country around, for 
feveral days, was illuminated with 
tbe fires of the houfes they burnt, 
among ft which is the diitillery (about 
three miles from the town) a work 
of great value and public utility with 
a large (lock of rum and molaffes. 

The (hips continued firing, with 

intervals, till about two o'clock next 

morning, 
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morning, during which tke ardor 
cf the men could not be repreflcd, 
and notwithftanding all poflible care 
taken to prevent them, a few boats 
went on more, where they exchang- 
ed fome (hot with the enemy's par* 
ties, and had three or four men flight- 
ly and one mortally wounded. Se- 
veral accounts concur, that the ene- 
my bad 1 8 killed, and about 40 men 
wounded.' 

Ship £>unmore % Eliabeth river t Ja- 
nuary 27, 1776. 
Notwithftanding the many cruel 
and falfe invectives thrown out 
againft me, as an enemy to this Co- 
lony ; confeious to myfelf, however, 
of my firm attachment to this coun- 
try in general, and this Colony in 
particular, I am well convinced, 
though the prefert rulers may have 
thought it requifite, in fupport of 
their late adopted meafuresi to re- 
prefent me in the very oppofite light 
to what they were pleafed to do but 
a few months before, yet there is 
not one amongftthem that ever view- 
ed my conduit with an impartial eye, 
but is fenfible that every tranfaflion 
of my adminiftration proceeded from 
a heart that never yet entertained a 
thought which was not meant for the 
real nappinefs and well-being of this 
Colony ; this ever haying been my 
firft object, the very moment 1 re- 
ceived my difpatches laft year, I 
called the affembly to lay before them 
the refolves of the houfe of parlia- 
ment, not doubting, then, but that 
they would have been received by 
every well wifher to his country with 
transports of joy : now, having re- 
ceived his Majefty's mod gracious 
fpeech, I catch at, with the great- 
ell pleafure, the laft fentence it con- 
tains, wherein he fays, ** it may be 
alfo proper to authorize petfons fo 
commifhoned to reftore fuch Pro- 
vince, or Colony, fo returning to 
its allegiance, to the free excrc»fe of 



its trade and commerce,. and to the 
fame protection andfecurityasif fuch 
Province or Colony bad never re- 
volted." I fay, I catch, with the 
greateft avidity, fit this generous, 
this humane, this truly noble fenti- 
ment, again to offer every exertion 
of my poor abilities, to procure, by 
any means that wall be thought moft 
advifeable, and honourable, perma- 
nent, fpeedy, and happy reconcilia- 
tion, between this Colony and its 
parent date, I wifh to Gcd they 
may reflect ere they draw upon them 
the wrath of that powerful, though 
merciful people, and by that means 
involve this once moft happy land 
in all the horrors of a moft deflruc- 
tive civil war^ wherein were they as 
fuccefsful as the moft fanguine 
among (I them could wifh, could only 
end in their inevitable deflru&ion. 
What then have they to hope for, 
and what have they not to fear, by 
a perfeverance in this moft ruinous 
and unnatural con tell? Should the 
rulers of the people prove as well 
"difpofed to return to their duty, as 
1 know the bulk of the Colony are, 
they will embrace the favourable op- 
portunity that now offers ; but£hould 
they be fo infatuated as to mean to- 
tally to throw off all allegiance to 
the beft of fovereigns, and connec- 
tion with the ft ate that has foflered 
them with the utmoft paternal care, 
their memories will be handed down 
to the la»eft pofterity, as moft ua- 
dutiful and ungrateful. 

Sir, a thorough conviction of your 
warm attachment to this your na- 
tive land, and your admiration of 
that truly excellent conftitution and 
government, under which you have 
fo long and happily lived, as well 
as your love for our moft benign io* 
veieign, induces me to trouble you 
with the above tender of my fervices 
to this Colony, and I beg you will 
allure whomsoever you mall think 
Z z proper 
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•roper to lay this befo/e, of my wil- foon after at fuch a Bomber can be 

lingnefs to undergo any fatigue or convened* In the mean time, if his 

difficulty for the accomplifhmentof Lordfliip has it in his inclination 

its happinefs. I have now only to and power to ferve the Colony, and 

intreat, (hat my fincere endeavours avoid making the breach dill wider, 

to effecl a reconciliation between this it may be manifefted by his fufpend- 

and the parent (late, may be en for- ing hoftilities again ft the inh&bi- 

ced by every exertion of your beft tants, until the ultimate intentions 

advice and affiftance, and that both of his Majefty are known refpetting 

may fucceed, is the ardent wifh of, any negociatton. 

Sir, Your moll obedient We have the greateft confidence. 

Humble fervant, Sir, in your attachment to the real 

DUNMORE. intereft of America, and are fatls- 

To the Hon, Rich. Corbin, Ej\\ tied your having communicated the 

Mr. Corbin fent this letter t;> the contents of this letter fo us, proceeds 

Committee of Safety, who returned from the beft of motives. 

Mr. Corbin the following anfwer ; We are, with gieat regard, Sir, 

SIR, Your moft obedient Servants,, 

The Committee of Safety have EDMUND PENDLETON, 
confidered the letter to you from For the Committee. 
Lord Dunmore, which you referred General Ciinton, with 200 men 
to them. Yoo, Sir, who arefo well from Bofton, and arm* for 500 more 
acquainted with the fentiments of the appeared, before New-York, in the 
country we at prefent aft for, mull Mercury Man of War, on the 6th of 
be fatisfied it would be exceeding February, General Lee fent advice 
happy, by a juft and honourable re- of it to theCongrefs. The moment 
conciliation with Great - Britain, this was known at Philadelphia, 
without the further effufion of blood : above a thoufand of the principal in- 
but we are net authorifed, or incli- habitants turned out volunteers, and 
ned to intermeddle in the mode of immediately marched for New York, 
nrgociation tn effeft this dcfirable to affift General Lee, whofe army at 
purpofe. The Continental Congrefs New-York (before they arrived) cc*n- 
Jiave in their laft peti;ion to the fiftcd of fifteen battalions, of 750 
throne, befought his Majefty to point men each; five of ihefe battalions 
out fome mode for fuch negotiation ; » ere volunteers from Pennfylvania. 
and if adminiilration are difpofed to When General Clinton found there 
heal this unnatural wound in the em- was no difpofuion at New- York to 
pire, they will embrace that occa- join him, which he had been led to 
fion, whtch^robably will be the laft, expect, he bore away to the fouth- 
of accemphming it. At all events ward on the i2ih. When ihe Con- 
any other ftcps to be taken, mult giefs were informed of his depar- 
proceed from the reprefentatives of ture, ihey fent a veflel laden with 
thecontinent, and not from us. We cannon to Carolina, to which Co- 
fliall, however, communicate the lony they fuppofed General Clinton 
contents of this letter to the Houfe would go, 

of Burgeffes, who meet by adjourn- A letter from an officer of the 14th 

men*, the firft Thurfday in March, regiment, which was ftationed at Vir- 

and tubmit the matter to them, in ginia, mentions, t at that regiment, 

"IV erc A* "" then be members and the reft of the King's troops, had 

««ijh to proceed » bufinefs, or as received orders to embark and join the 

fleet 
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fleet with the forces 
Clinton, which was then in the neigh- 
bourhood, and they were to go upon 
a fecret expedition. 

Feb. io. A number of people from 
the fleet, with afewfoldiery, are land- 
ed on Mill-point, and are bufy juft 
now entrenching it, without being 
any ways retarded by the rebels, and 
the work is near complete. 

Feb. 17. A man of war, with fe- 
veral tranfports, are in view, and it h 
fuppofed General Clinton is at their 
head, and will touch at this place. 
ExtraSi of another Letter, 

* After the rebels had burnt moft of 
the towns of Norfolk and retired, they 
returned and demolifhed the few 
houfcs that efcaped, then retreated to 
their intrenchments, driving the inha- 
bitants and cattle before them ; they 
have likewife burnt and deftroyed moft 
of the plantations in the counties of 
Norfolk and Princofs Anne, and 
threatened the deftru&ion of the lower 
counties, Eight failors who went a 
little up the country for provifions, 
were killed.* 
ExtraB of a letter from Norfolk (in 

Virginia) dated Feb. 18, 1 776, on 
hoard the Unicorn, Capt. Hutchinfon, 
to his Owners in Whitehaven 

* We have fome hopes of relief out 
of adiftrefs which this fleet has fo long 
laboured under. The Roebuck fri- 
gate of 44 guns arrived here a few 
days ago, and laft night two men of 
war and two tranfports with troops, 
but what number I know not, as they 
are yettying inHampton-road. We have 
fuffered the greateft diirrefs for want 
of provifions, the Provincials having 
deftroyed the Country on Norfolk- fide 
for many miles round, by fetting fire 
X6 thehoufs, driving back the cattle, 
and every thing that may be of ufe to 
us. Our fhip is changed from being 
anHofpiial Ship to a bmith's Forge. 
J have been on fhore thefe laft fix days 
with all our people and negroes, in- 
trenching a fmall neck of land^ to pre- 
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under General ferve a watering-place, and any ne- 

ceflary it will admit of.' 

ExtraB of a letter froin Norfolk, in Vir- 
ginia, dated Feb. 20, 1776, to a 
Merchant in Liver pod, hy the Friend- 
Jhif t arrived at Glafgo-w. 

* In my laft I acquainted you with, 
the deftrudlion of the greateft part of 
Norfolk by the Shirtmen, on the lit of 
January ; they continued plundering 
and de'ftroying until the 6th inft. 
when, at four o'clock in the morning, 
a fignal was made, every houfe from 
Mr. Farmer's plantation, tan- works, 
windmills, church, &c. were fet on 
fire, and fo quick you could not tell 
which began firft. The people are in 
great diftrefs ; they are driving then* 
all up to the Back Country, and ucy 
intend ferving all Norfolk County, 
Princef* Arine, and the lower part of 
Nancymond, in the fame manner. 

' The Shirtmen remain at Kemp's 
Great Bridge, and Suffolk, arid flop 
all provifions coming to the (hipping. 
If troops do not foon arrive, this part 
of the country will be in a dreadful 
fituation.' 
ExtraB cf a letter, dated $bif> William, 

Norfolk Harbour, Virginia^ Feb* 

26, 1776. 

* There are now here the Roebuck, 
Liverpool, Dun more, King's Filher, 
and the Otter ihips of war ; and the 
rebels arc in the neighbourhood, rail- 
ing feveral new regiments. 

* General Clinton,with the Mercury 
Frigate, and two tranfports, with 150 
foldiers, are now here* ou their way 
to Cape Fear, to join Governo? Mar- 
tin, who is at the headof3000 High- 
landers and regulars in government 
fet vice.* 

Weport fays, General Clinton land- 
ed with 200 men in Norfolk in Vir- 
ginia ; that the Provincials retired, 
laying wafte their own country. He 
went to Williatnfburgh, bi\t did not 
thin k proper to ilay there. He 
found nobody to join him but the 



blacks $ they 



alone were left, 
Z 2 2 
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re-embarked, and- Is gone to Cape done away, in exprefs terms-, tbeji 

Fear, where he expeds, according to give it a? their opinion, that the 

Lord Dunmore's and Governor Mar* other matters might be accommo- 

tin's intelligence, he mall be immer dated. 

diately joined by a number ofemi- ^ An Admiralty Court is* appointed 

grants* ' t in Virginia, by authority of the Con- 

A paper from fome neutral perfimsin orefs, and John Blair, Edmund Ran- 



Virginiahas been fent to government, dolph, Efqrs. and another gentleman, 

containing, what, in their opinion, are appointed judges of it. They 

might be terms to negotiate upon j have condemned fcveral Englilh vei T 

but the irfl condition in this paper, fels which Jiave been taken by the 

p, an explicit renunciation of taxa* American privateers, as lawful prizes, 
(ion. If this matter, they fay, were 



Cbarkjfpzvn, Sattb-CaroHtm, Ftb. 16. 1776. 

The following is an authentic lift of f «rts, batteries, and {hips, at thi* 
town and harbour, with an account of the troops in garrifon. 

Forts. Guns Weight efUttaL 

, Sullivan's Jfland 26 32 and 18 pounders. 

WeddelPs Point 6 18 I command the firft entrance over 

William Henry j2 32 ] the bar 

Johnfon's 2 k 32 and' 18 

Wilkin's 23 32, 18, 12, and 9 

Lyttleton's ji 18 

Craven's 7 32 and 18 

Granville's 5 12 

Gaddefden's 7 32 • 

Gibbes's 9 18 

127 
Qne Ship of 26 9 

Brig 18 6 

Schooner J 2 6 

In Garrifon* 
Two battalions of Provincial Regulars. 
Six battalions of militia, well armed and trained. 
One battalion of rifle-men. 
One battalion of artillery. 

In the country, fix thoufand men embodied, well difciplined and armed, and 
provided with plenty of ammunition. When this accpunt came away, they 
were in daily expectation of the arrival of of Lord Cornwall is and Sir Peter 
Parker. The leaders of the late infurgents were all apprehended, and brought 
to Charleftown, which had reftored peace in all the back country. A perfeft 
unanimity prevailed throughout the province ; and a fixed rcfolution to facri- 
fice every thing, rather than give up their conftitutipnal rights, 
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ExtraS tf a. Utter from New York, 
March 2. 
c An affair has lately been difcovered 
here which has given no fmail uneafi- 
liefsto the Congrefs. Some manceuvres 
of Governor Tryon convinced that af- 
fembly that he was perfectly acquaint- 
ed with their proceedings, and they 
Were at a lofs to guefs from what ( 
quarter he could get his intelligence. 
At length, a doubt arofe in the 
brtaft of Mr. Duane (a principal mem- 
ber of the Congrefs) that his valet, 
who had formerly lived with Gover- 
nor Tryon had at night, when he 
went to bed, taken his minutes out 
of his pocket, which he had copied, 
and fent to his late mailer. He in- 
formed the Congrefs of his fufpicion, 
and it was agreed that he mould put 
as ufoal, fome minutes in his pocket, 
but they fhould be fictitious ones, in 
order, if poflible, to afcertain his fer- 
vant's difhonefty before he was ap- 
prehended : This was accordingly 
done ; the fervant, as it is fuppofed, 
copied and fent them to the Gover- 
nor, who foon found that the fervant 
■either had impofed on him, or was 
himfelf impofed on, and therefore 
gave him notice to take care of him- 
felf, he fled immediately on this to 
-Governor Tryon, who fent him over 
to England in the lad fhip that failed 
from hence.' 

A merchant of London has re- 
ceived letters from New York, by way 
of Ireland, of March i, which fay 
that all things remain in the fame 
fituation as they were fome months 
ago ; except an army of 15,000 men, 
under the command of General Lee, 
lies there fo ftrongly intrenched that 
it will require 30,000 men to force 
their intrenchments. That Governor 
Tryon is on board a man of war, 
having not a tenth fufficient force 
to face the Provincial army ; and that 
it it is .expected the King's fhips will 
4et fire to New York fome time this 
month, having given notice to the 



inhabitants to move oiF their befl e& 
feds. 

Brijlol, JprilS. This morning Came 
up to the key, the Snow Dickenfon, 
William Mefton, mafter, from Phila- 
delphia, bound to Nantz in Old 
France, where me was to difcharge 
her loading, and take in a cargo of 
warlike ftores and ammunition for the 
ufe of the Continental army. She 
was taken up and fitted out by order 
of the Congrefs, and configned to 
Meffrs. Montandouin and Frere, mer^ 
chants in Nantz,. as appears by the 
Captain's orders which are here-under 
copied verbatim. 

The mate, and people on board, 
finding that they were to load with 
warlike ftores for the ufe of the Ame- 
ricans, and having, as they declare, 
been forced into the fervice, took the 
vefTel, and inftead of proceeding to 
France, determined to make the firft 

Britifh port. They accordingly 

brought her into Briftol, after beating 
upwards of a fortnight about the 
mouth of the channel ; and the mate 
is immediately going off for London, 
and w ; ll take all the letters and pa- 
pers which were on board the faid 
vefTel, for the infraction of govern- 
ment. She was nrft boarded by the 
Lieutenant of the Inchiquin tender, 
lying there ; who is going with the 
mate to London. 

She is about 250 tons burthen, 
and now lies at the quay, till the de* 
termination of government concerning 
her is known. The Captain* has en- 
tered her at the Cuftom-houfe. 

Her cargo, which confifts of 2221 
barrels of flour, 260 boxes of fperma- 
caeti candles, 13 calks and r bag bees- 
wax, and 5600 barrel Haves, is valued 
at near 6000I. and the veffel is worth 
upwards pf 1500L She is the firlt 
American veflel that has been brought 
into England fmce the act pafled tor 
granting the feamen certain privileges 
, and rewards for feizing any of the 
troviifcial fhips, Sec. 
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Tbt following is a copy of th$ 0<wiur*$ 
Later to the Frtncb Merchants. 

Philadelphia, J an. 1 8, 1 776. 
* Gentlemen, 

« We wrote you the 28th of April 
aft, and inclofed the account Tales of 
your laft adventure, at the fame time 
ordered Capt. James Johnfton of our 
fnow Dickenfon to remit you the ba- 
lance,' 174!. us, 4d. fteriing, which 
bv his account we find he did do from 
Briftol, fince which, we have not had 
the pleafureof a line from you. 

* This ferves to hand you invoice 
and bills of lading of a valuable cargo 
of flour, fpermacaeti candles, and bees- 
wax, fhipped on board our fnow Dick- 
enfon, to your addrefs, which we wifh 
fafe to your*hands. We would have 
this cargo immediately fold, and the 
neat proceeds laid out in fifteen ton 
of gunpowder, or if gunpowder is not 
to oe had, as much faltpetre, with a 
portion of, fifteen pounds of fulphur 
to each hundred weight of faltpetre, 
as will be fuffident to make that 
quantity cf gunpowder : and one 
thoufand five hundred ftand of arms, 
fitted with bayonets and fteel ramrods. ; 
and one thoufand bolts of. Ruflia duck 
or canvas, and z% much more of 
thefe articles as the net proceeds cf 
this cargo will purchafe. If any of 
the forefaid articles cannot be got as 
aforefaid, the money direfted to be 
paid out of that article, we would 
have laid out in good Tickenburgs 
orOznabrugs, or Vitzeys, or failing, 
the returns to be made in gold or 
filver. This cargo we have fhipped 
you for account of the Continental 
Congrefs, of the thirteen United Co- 
lonies of America, and the crder cf 
the returns is what they have directed, 
and we make no doubt you will ufe 
your beft endeavours to complete it in 
every article. The ready and chcarful 
affiih.nce afforded us by many of your 
merchants, both from the Weft Indies 
and Europe, demands our grateful ac- 
knowledgmentsj and encourages our 
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applying to you for itill farther (up* 
plies, to enable us to oppofe the arbi- 
trary and tyrannical proceedings of the 
Court of Great Britain, againft us.— 
Should it be in your power to com- 
plete the whole of our order, we muft 
requeft you will be very particular in 
fending the beft of each article that is 
to be had, and that you wilj give the 
veffel all pofTible difpach, fo as to be 
on our coaft as early as poiCble in the 
fpring. Our former experience of 
your punctuality and difpatch of bufr- 
nefs, has induced us to recommend 
this confignment to your houfc ; and 
we have liberty to inform you,, fhould 
this voyage fucceed to our wishes „ we 
fhall have it in our power to wait on 
you with more important confign- 
ments. We requeft you would con* 
duft this buffnefs with as much fea-ecy 
as poffible, as we have been informed 
the Court of Great Britain have fpies 
in moil of your principal fea-port 
towns, whofe bufinefs it is to find put 
American vefTels, and learn their car- 
goes and deftination, the time of their 
failing, &c. which they tranfmit to 
England, in order to have uhem 
watched and taken. 

* We mall anxioufly wait the event 
of this voyage, and in the mean time 
remain with the greateft refpeft, 

Gentlemen, 
Your mofl obedient humble fervants, 
BAYARD JACKSON, and Co t 
To Mejfrs. Montandouin 

and Frere, Merchants 

in Nantz. 

Orders for Captain Mefton. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 13, 1776- 
Capt. William Mefton, 

Sir, ou;* fnow Dickenfon being now 
loaded and ready for fea, we hereby 
direel you to proceed in her with all 
poffib!c difpatch from this port to the 
port of Nantz in France; on your 
pafTage you are to improve wind and 
weather to the beft advantage, con- 
ftantly endeavouring to make your 

paflage 
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paffage-in as Ihort a rime as poflible, 
and carefully avoiding fpeaking to any 
vciTel. On your arrival at Nantz, 
you are to apply to Mcffrs. Montan- 
douin and Frere, merchants therg, 
and to whom you areconfigned ; they 
will receive your cargo, which you are 
to k)fe no time in delivering, and 
there take, on board fuch goods as they 
* have orders to fhip in return ; with 
which you are to proceed immediately 
for this port, obferving the directions 
given you as above. On your arrival 
off our Capes you are to ftand off, and 
on making a fignal by hoifting your 
j«ck to your fore- top-maft head, when 
ycu will be anfwered, either from the 
Light-houfe or Cape May, by a fheet 
hung out : upon- feeing this, you are 
to conclude there is no danger in your 
way, and immediately proceed up the 
bay, but if after making your fignal 
for fix or eight hours, you mould fee 
no fignal from ejther the Light-houfe 
or Cape May, you are then to proceed 
along the coaft towards the Capes of 
Virginia, and endeavour to land your 
cargo in the beft manner you can, 
putting it in the care of the Commit- 
tee of the place where it is landed, or 
fome perfons of property, for the ufe 
of the Congrefs, and immediately dif- 
patch an exprefs with an account of 
your proceedings to us. We have tne 
greateft dependence in your vigilance 
and activity in profecuting this voyage ; 
fhould you fucceed, as we pray God 
you may, you will not only recom- 
mend yourfelf ftrongly to our further 
«* notice, but you will be confidered as 
rendering an efTential fervice to your 
country. You muft be. fenfible the 
fuccefs of this voyage in a great mea- 
fure depends upon your conduct ; we 
doubt not you will endeavour to ac- 
quit yourfelf in a fuitable manner. 
Wifliing you a fafe and pleafant voyage 
" and a quick and profperous return,. 
We are, Sir, 

Your very humble Servants, 
BYARD, JACKSON and Co. 



) 

P. S. Befide the goods that may 
be ftiippcd on board you by Meflrs. 
Montandouin and Frere in return for 
your cargo, you are to, receive on 
board any quantity of arms and am- 
munition you may have room for, 
that may be offered for account of the 
Congrefs, by any perfon whatever. 
Yours, 
BYARD, JACKSON, and Co. 
% he following is the principal intelligence 
received by this <veJJeL 

As foon as the Congrefs received 
an account of the repujfe and death 
of General Montgomery at Quebec, 
they ordered ten compauies, of one 
hundred men each, and other confi- 
derable reinforcements, raifed in the 
weftern parts of Connecticut, and in 
the neighbourhood of Albany, to 
march immediately to Quebec. 

The Americans have an army of 
15,000 men in' the field, in Carolina 
and Virginia. 

The Congrefs paper is in the high-*- 
eft credit, and they have begun to make 
payments with it. 

The Congrefs are perfectly unani- 
mous ; there is not the leaft diffention 
amongft them. 

She did not' clear the Capes of De- 
laware river till the firft of March. 
When (he left Philadelphia, the Con- 
grefs had received no account of the 
prohibitory act, nor of the hiring of 
foreign troops. 

It was reported the Provincials had 
taken* poll upon Noddle's Ifland, in 
Bofton harbour. 

The following veflels failed at the 
fame time the Dickenfon did, all 
bound for different ports in France, 
and on the fame bufinefs ; but as flie 
is a very fwift failer, ihe left them 
foon after they put to fea : The ftiip 
Sally, Rowland ; Neptune, Collins ; 
the Aurora, Cheeky ; and three brigs, 
Captains names Montgomery, Bethel, 
and Martin, and many other veflels, 
the names of which are forgot. And 
during the three proceeding weeks, up - 

wards 
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wards of thirty other veffels failed for 
different ports in France. 

About three weeks before the Dick* 
enfon left Philadelphia, a French 
nobleman (who with another gentle- 
man of the fame nation had been 
fometime treating with the Conti- 
nental Congrefs, and had vilited the 
camp of the Grand Army at Cam- 
bridge, in New-England) intended 



returning to France in her 5 but they 
afterwards removed their baggage out 
of her, and went on boarda veffel 
which was hired on purpofe for them ; 
And are now on their paflage for 
France. The day they came down 
Delaware river, two French veffels, 
under French colours, laden with 
powder, ball, and finall-arms, arrived 
there. 



Philadelphia, February 16* 

The following is a lift of the privateers fitted out here by order of the Con- 
grefs laJl January, with the commanders names and their force. They failed 
about the middle of February laft on an expedition whkh is kept a profound 
fecrtt, viz* 

HOPKINS Commander in Chief. 

The Alfred, Tatterfon, of 32 guns, 300 men. 

The Columbus, Whipple, 32 ditto, — 300 ditto* 

The Andrew Doria, Biddle, 16 ditto, 200 ditto. 

TheSebaftianCabot,Hopkins,i4 ditto, 200 ditto. 

The Providence, Hazard, 12 ditto, 150 ditto. 

A lift of the row-gallies in the river Delaware, with the Commander* 

Names, Set. 
The Washington (104 feet in keel) Doughty Commander in Chief 



The Dickenfon 

The Chatham — - ■■ » - 

The Camden — 

The Burke 

The Effingham — 

The Bulldog — 

The Franklin — 

The Congrefs — ■ ■ ■ ■ 

The Experiment — — — - 

The Ranger ■ 

The Hancock and Adams —— 

The Warrea (no mailer when Capt, 



Rice 
Alexander 
Ears 
Blear 
Moar 
Henderfon 
Boyce 
Hambilton 
Thorapfon 
M'Gomary 
Moore 
Melton (ailed.) 



The Congrefs have ordered 13 fri- 
gates to be built with all expedition, 
of 36 guns each, at Maryland, Phi- 
ladelphia, and Rhode- Ifiand, four 
of which were on the Hocks at Phi- 
ladelphia when Captain Mefton fail-' 
ed. Likewife one iloating battery 
of 105 feet in keel, which is to 
mount 18 eighteen-pounders, row 
£fty oars, and cary 300 men. 
Alio 30 fire rafts.— They have funk 
50 cheveaux-du-frize in the river to 
prevent the Engl ifh Ihips from go- 



ing op ; and built a flrong fort flt 
the mouth of it. 

Extra3 of a litter from Briftol, 
April IK 

* I yefterday had % long conven- 
tion with Captain Me ft on, the m af- 
ter of the Dickerfon, The crew con- 
fided of four Scotchmen, four Irifh, 
and one Englifhman, including the 
mailer, who is a Scotchman. Some 
people at Briifol fufpeel (his laft of 
being concerned in the villainy; bat 
1 am fully perfuaded he was not. 

He 
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He lias a wife and family at Phila- 
delphia, and cries 1 ke a child at 
the misfortunes that has happened 
to him. He thinks the river Dela- 
ware fufficiently fe'eured ; and fpeaks 
highly of the unanimity, and war- 
like appearance of the Pennfylva- 
nian*» He confirms the death of 
^Montgomery, and was at Philadel- 
phia when the unfortunate news fom 
Quebec was received. Two thou- 
fand volunteers, he fays, turned oat; 
and offered to march immediately 
into Canada. I a feed him if they 
went? he believed ;hcy did; but 
could not fay pofitively, t The truth 
is, he is one of the moil ignorant 
fellows I ever converted with. As 
he did not expeel to come to this 
country, he brought no news-papers 
with him* 

* 1 he mate of the vrflel, an Irifh- 
man, is gone up to make his merits 
known to Lord peprge Germaine. 
He was the caufe of th,e confpiracy, 
and wil) of courfe be gracioufly re- 
ceived It is very doubtful whofe 
prize me will be : The cullom houfe, 
a lieutenant of a man of war, and 
the treacherous crew, all claim her. 
I hope the infamous traitors may be 
difappointed. 

* When the crew brought her op- 
pofite to the wharf in Briftol, wheie 
lhe was to be moored, they gave three 
cheers; but fo far were they from 
being anfwered in the fame by the 
people en fhore, who were collected 
an great numbers, and had heard the 
fiory from the cullom r.oufe officers, 
th»t they received nothing but curfes 
for their treachery.' 

Bojion, FiL i, 1776. None of 
our men of war have been froren up ; 
we never had a milder winter in the 
ir.cmory of the oldeft man. 
ExtraSl of a letter from a Captain of a 

Jhip at Bo/ton, dated January 29, to 

a mirchtyit in Corke* 

* We arrived here in feven weeks 
and three days from Spithead. 'I'he 



general pafTage of the reft of the fleet 
was from twelve to eighteen weeks, 
Thc'iaips and cargoes frfFered much, 
and feveral of them are flill miffing. 
Provifions are very d dr. The pro- 
vincials have feveral privateers' on 
the coaft, and have taken fome of 
our ftoie fhips; they took two (hips 
from C"rkc with provifions on the 
25th inflant.' 

Ccrke, Feb. 29. Sailed the Sphinx 
frigate, and Thunder- Bomb, with 
tranfports laden with provificns for 
the army in America. 

Portfmoutht March 17. The Tri- 
ton frigate, and fix tranfports failed 
for Bolton. March 28. The tranf- 
porrs wi.h the Brunfwick troops, 
arrived Porcfmouth. 

When the whole (enforcement in- 
tended for General Howe arrives at 
Bofton, it is reckoned his army will 
c^nfiflof uear 25.000 effective men. 

The followiug is a itate of the 
troops now under orders for Bofton ; 
1 2,394. Heffians ; regiment of Ha- 
nau, confilting of 668 men ; the foot 
guards 1100 men ; Lord John Mur- 
ray's 42d, or royal highland regi- 
ment of ] 168 men ; and Burgoyne's 
light horfe 490 ; in all ) 5,820. 

Port/mouthy April 4. Sailed the 
Romney, Admiral Montagu, and 
Cygnet, Captain Finch for New- 
foundland. 

Alfo the BIonde r Captain Pownall, 
with Genet al Burgoyne, and the 
Juno, Captain Dalrymple, with the 
Brunfwick troops, and other troops 
for Quebec, They were joined by 
feveral tranfports with troops from 
Plymouih 

Corke, March 26. The 24th, 34th, 
and 6zd regiments, embarked on 
board the tranfports. And on the 
3d of April the 9th regiment, and 
the 53d rtgiment from Kinfale, alfo 
embarked under command of Lieut. 
Col; Frazrr. The 300 Germans, who 
arrived at Corke on the tit of April 
A a a from 
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*rom Hamburg, are difembarked, their evolotions with great dexterity, 
and will go forDublin, and thr other firft forming themfelvcs into various 



parts of the kingdom, to be incor- 
porated with the feveral regiments. 

Cork, April** The men of war, 
with upwards of 40 fail of tranfports 
under their convoy, failed ; and as 
the wind blew frefti at N. E. it is 
imagined they muft be got quite 
clear. The Tartar,* Capt. Ruffe!, 
and the Friendly Tiader, with feve- 
ral volunteers on board, failed from 
this place for Corfce and America. — 
Alfo the Greyhound, with ten ftore 
Grips for Bofton. The 4ad and 71ft 
regi me nts are expefted from Scotland 
for America, under convoy of the 
Flora frigate. 

The eight regiments which failed 
»t this time from Corke, Plymouth, 
&c. (viz. 9th, 20th, 2 1 ft, 24th, 31ft, 
34th, 53d, and 6ad) it was report- 
ed were all deftined for Canada ; the 
royal Highlanders, tbe foot guards, 
and Burgoyne's light horfe, it was 
alfo reported, were to be rent to Ge- 
neral Howe at Bofton. 

General Burgoyne carried with 
him 1200 flat bottomed boats (all 
ready to frame) to carry his army 
acrofs tbe lakes, to penetrate into 
the back fettlements of New- Eng- 
land. The fcheme is to lay wafte 
the New England provinces, if poffi- 
ble. 

March 19. The detachments from 
the three regiments of foot guards, 
were mullered on Wimbledon corn- 
Hum, and formed into regular com- 
panies, and his Majefty's appoint- 
ment of the officers thereof made 
known, who all took their refpec- 
tive ftations, previous to their being 
reviewed. About half part nine, his 
Majefty, attended by General Car- 
penter, Colonel Matthews, feveral 
of the nobility, and other officers of 
the army, came on the common, 
when he was received with a royal 
falute. The foidiers went through 



fquares, and then platoon and cir- 
cular firing, after which they made 
a ge nual running fire, in imitation 
of a^Mfrit, till they had each ex- 
pended 32 rounds of powder, with 
which they were provided before 
they took the field. His Majefty ex- 
prefled great approbation of their 
performance. The officers and foi- 
diers were d re fled in the fame uni- 
forms. They proceeded by fhort 
marches to Portfmouth, where tbey 
embarked on the 26^1 and 27th of 
April. 

The tranfports for them were In 

feneral very indifferent. Sir John 
^rottefley, in particular, was def- 
tined to one which he was obliged 
to quit, and which has fince been 
condemned. Several of them are 
very bad. 

TheBrunfwick troops, lately fail- 
ed, which are far from being the 
bed troops, were poorly provided 
witli neceflaries ; many, if not the 
greateft part, were without ftoes ; 
As a proof how ignorant their offi- 
cers were of the fervice they were 
going upon, it is a certain facl, that 
two of them brought their coaches 
with them; and mo ft of them a great 
quantity of other unneceffary bag- 
gage; all which they have taken 
with them to America. And the 
Heffian officers, are bringing with 
them their berlins, &c. befides large 
quantities of wine, &c. 

The officers who are ordered for 
America are to wear the fame uni- 
form as the common foidiers, and 
their hair to be dreffed in the like 
manner, fo that they may not be dis- 
tinguished from them by the rifle- 
men, who aim particularly at the of* 
ficers. 

Extrafi of a Liter from Barbadoes f 
Jan.ii, 17^6. 

* The men of war are feizing all 

the 
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the veflfcls beloaging to the rebel Co- 
lonies, They are carried into Eng- 
]i(h harbour. The men are put on. 
board the fhips of war as prisoners. 
The Viper Sloop, blown off her Na- 
tion in America, accidentally met 
with, and carried into Antigua, a 
fhip from Philadelphia, bound, by 
leave of the Congrefs, to Cadiz, with 
2200 barrels of flour. The Captain 
of the (hip jumped overboard at Do- 
minique, where they &rft put in, 
and drowned himfelf. No (laves or 
heading to be bought. Provifioa 
dear. No good flour to be had. Corn 
will be much wanted foon. Flfh and 
fait .tolerably plenty. This day we 
have had a few refrefhing fliowers. 
We with they may continue, as there 
is a great quantity of land prepared 
for potatoes and grain throughout 
the ifland. There will be a decent 
crop of fugar made, notwithstand- 
ing th* borers, which have not done 
fo much mifchief in any quarter, a* 
we had canfe to fufpect at hrft. But 
what (hall we do with our rum ?' 

A letter fr»m Barbadqes, dated 
February 9, 1776, fays, " Capt. 
Payne failed from Bo&on in a tranf- 
port the 4th ult.aud arrived herein 
twepty-two days, wilh a letter to 
the Governor for leave 10 buy fait 
provisions and live ftock, if we can 
fpare any. He fays they had not 
received any fupplies, nor heard 
from Europe for tome time paft, that 
th y are glad when they can get horfe 
fleih to eat. He dined with an of- 
ficer a few days before he failed, and 
the belt difh at his table was part of 
a colt. They are happy if they can 
kill one every fortnight. He alfo 
Jays the Provincials are fo ftrongly 
intrenched, and fo weil disciplined, 
that he thinks it will be impoflible 
tofubdue them. Another transport 
arrived this morning. The Hawk 
Sloop of War is alfo juftnow arrived. 
She had met with a dorm, loll all 
her guns, and her marts are much 
damaged.' 
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Extrafi of a Letter ft m Barbados, by 
the Little Willy arrived at Liver- 
pool j dated the \$tb rf February, 
1776, 

" The arrival of Captain Payne, 
of the 1 ?>th, fent by General Howe 
tp exhauft our ftock of provifions, 
already greatly reduced by our own 
confumption, in order to fupply 
another place, and the permiflion fo 
readily given him by the governor 
and council to purchafe as much as 
ho pleafed, has fpread an alarm of 
impending famine in a few weeks; 
happily the virtue of individuals 
has faved us for the prefent ! Cap- 
tain Payne, though a native, not 
having been able to procure above 
forty barrels of beef, and as ma- 
ny tierces of rice. He is gone to . 
the Admiral at Antigua. And thi- 
ther our Rulers ought to have fcnt 
him ar. Aril, for there all the Ame- 
rican prizes have arrived. The 
alarm put our gflembly into motion, 
* They have addrefled the governor to 
grant no more licenfes ; and they 
have addrefled the King, reprefent- 
ing their diftrefTes, that be fides 
twenty thoufand white people, they 
have near eighty thoufand (laves 
lpoking up to them for that daily 
food which (hortly they will not 
have in their power to give them ; 
fuch having been the failure of their 
internal rcfourcea of ground provi- 
fions, and fo limited and uncertain 
any foreign fupply. The Governor 
was very angry about the intended, 
addrefs, threatening to diflblve the 
afTembly. He wanted an advlrefs of 
thanks for favours, I know noc 
what, in tjie retraining bill, or the 
war act, as they call it , and for fo me 
fugared words in Lord George's let- 
ter accompanying it." 
Extraft of a Litter from the fame place, 
dated the itth. 
€t General Howe having been 
greatly diftrefted for provifions, and 
exj-ecling to be more fo upon the 
A a a 2 lofs 
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lofs of feveral tranfports, difpatched 
Capt. Payne, of the 1 8th, wiih two 
tranfports, in fearch of provifions. 
He arrived here about ten days ago. 
An aft of the ifland having patted 
fince the prefent troubles, prohibit- 
ing the exportation of provifions, 
without a licence from the Gover- 
nor and Council, his Excellercy 
called a Council, and leave was 
given to Capt. Payne to purchafe 
what provifions he pleafed for go- 
vernment ufe. He could get from 
the ifland but about forty barrels of 
beef, and as many tierces of rice, 
with few peas, oatmeal, &c. But a 
veflel which was lying off and on 
was Hopped, and proved a fervice- 
able fuppiy to Capt, Payne ; for he 
got from her 200 barrels of provifi- 
ons, of one fort oranother, although 
at a great price. He failed yefttr- 
day for Antigua, where the Admiral, 
is to fuppiy him. The men of war 
have kept fcizing every American 
vefTcl they met with ; the orders 
were to carry them ino Engiiih 
Harbour, though fome were fold at 
St. Kiit's. We, want fome kinds of 
povifions at prefent; but the peo- 
ple are in great dread of what they 
are to fufFer three months hence, 
efpecially on account of the Ne- 
groes. 

" No doubt but adminiflration 
has received the beft information 
from France relative to their ar- 
maments ; but if my intelligence is 
true, and 1 believe it is, there are 
now upward of five thou fan d troops 
at Martinique, and four thou fan d 
five hundred at Guadeloupe, and 
twelve hundred more expecled, be- 
fi-esa fuperior force at St. Domingo. 
They give out, that this additional 
force is only meant to preferve 
peace in their own colonies, as the 
American infection may be catching. 
—We want rain very much." 
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Corke, April 14. Forty fail of tranf 
ports failed under convoy of two man 
of war, having on board the troops, 
bound for Quebec; each trafnport 
was fornifhed with eight carriage 
guns, in cafe of being attacked by 
the American privateers. 
ExtraB of a letter from Colonel (now 
Brigadier General) Arnold, da- 
ted Camp before Quebec ', January 6, 
1776. 

•* Before this reaches yon, 1 make 
no doubt you will have heard of 
oar misfortune of the thirty-firft ult. 
and will be anxious for my fafety. 
I fliould have wrote you before, but 
a continual hurry of bufsnefs has 
prevented me. The command of 
the army, by the death of my truly 
great and good friend General Mont- 
gomery, devolved upon me; a talk 
1 find too heavy under my prefent 
circumitances. 1 received a wound 
by a ball, through my left leg, at 
the time I had gained the fir ft bat- 
tery, at the lower Town, which by 
the lofs of blood, rendered me very 
weak. As foon as the main body 
came up with fome aififtance I re- 
turned to the hofpital, near a mile 
en foot, being obliged to draw one 
leg after me, and great part of the 
way under the continual rlre of the 
enemy from the walls, at no greater 
diftance then fifty yards, [providen- 
tially efcaped, t;iough feveral were 
fhot down at my fide. I foon 
learned the death of our General, 
who attacked the town at the fide 
oppofite to me. He behaved hero- 
ically; marched up in the face of 
their cannon, and when he had 
nearly gained the pafs, received the 
fatal mot, or the town would have 
been our?. This occafioned the dif- 
after that afterwards happened to 
my detachment, which, at^er the ge- 
neral defeat, had the whole gairilon 
to encounter, under every difadvan- 

t?ge 
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tage of ground, &c. To return was 
impoflible, as the rout was within 
fifty yards, and expofed to the fire 
of the whole ganifon, who had 
brought feveral field pieces out to 
one of the gates, which our people 
would have been obliged to pafs. 
In this fituation they maintained 
their ground near three hours, but 
being overpowered with numbers, 
were obliged at Jaft to lay down 
their arms; about three hundred, 
including Captain Lamb of New- 
York and part of the train, were 
taken prifoners, and as pear as I can 
judge about fixty killed and wounded. 
Captaiu Ofwald is among the prifo- 
ners ; he was with me in a felecled 
party of about twenty- five, who 
attacked the fud battery. He be- 
haved gallantly, ard gained much 
honour. The prifoners are ufed po- 
litely, and fuppied with eve^y thing 
the ^arrifon affords. Governor 
Carlton fent to let me know, that 
the foldiers baggage, if I pleafed, 
ru'ght be fent to ihem, which i 
fhall immediately fend. Though 
the enemy now are double our num- 
ber, they have as yet made no at- 
tempt to come out. We are as well 
prepared to receive them as we can 
poffibly be in our prefent fituation, 
divided at a diftance of two miles. 
I expect General Woofter from Mon- 
treal in a few days with reinforce- 
ment. I hope we fhall be properly 
fupported with troops by the Con- 
grefs. I have no thoughts of leaving 
this proud town, umil I firit enter 
in triumph. My wound has been 
exceedingly painful, bit is now 
eafy, and the furgeens sfTure me will 
be well in eight weeks. I know 

you will be anxious for me That 

Providence, which has carrried me 
through fo many dangers, is ftill my 
protection. I am in the way of my 
duty and know ni fear." 
ExtraSi of a letter from Savannah in 

Georgia, dated No<v. 20, 1775. 

* There was a very hot engagement 



the 1 8 th infl. between the rebels and a 
party of the royalirts, which lafted three 
days, at which time the rebels were o- 
bliged ro furrender the fort and prifo- 
ners ; the lofs on either fide I have not 
diftindtly heard, but imagine it is in- 
confiderable, namely, on the part of the 
regulars. This engagement was the 
firft that we have had in Georgia fmce 
thefe difturbances began ; indeed it is 
the only one of confequence we have 
heard of, on this fide Bofton. I am 
much afraid, however, it is only a 
prelude to more bloodfhed m this cor- 
ner, for the rebels are making prepa- 
rations for another attack, and if no 
foldiers arrive in Carofeo, to keep 
the Charleftown forces in play at 
home, I dread the confequence ; for 
the other party are not fufficiently fup- 
plied with ammunition, nor can they 
poffibly collect together thofe who 
would readily join them, they being 
difperfed up and down the country.' 
ExtraB cf a letter from Philadelphia, 
Oft. 30. 

* Orders are given to fortify our 
river, that no . fhip of war can come 
up without much hot work, and the 
militia ftill continue to exercife with 
as much aflidutty as ever. All the 
commiflion officers for the new ftand- 
ing army are nearly appointed, and 
it is thought the companies will be 
filled up directly, as the people for 
months paft have been crying out for 
the meafure. A very confiderable 
quantity of gunpowder is lately ar- 
rived in New-England, which, when 
it reaches the camp, it is expected to 
bring on a very warm day, however 
late we are now in autumn. 

f The people in Maryland and 
Virginia have begun to dig up their 
tobacco-houfes, and lixiviate the earth 
for nitre ; and what would feem in- 
credible, had a perfon of Ie{s credi- 
brility than Doctor Boyd of Baltimore 
related it, two ounces of faltpetre have 
been obtained from two quarts of 
loom. This fuccefs has excited a per- 
fect 
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fed cnthuiiafm throughout the coun- '• In consequence of contrary winds, 

try, and the manufacture of nitre will and a moft melancholy accident, we 

be every where domeftic. I know of put in here yefterday. The accident 

three lead mines myfelf, whofe, ore was as follows : between twelve and 

yields 75 per cent, and we have a#ur- one o'clock laft Tuefday morning, we 

aace of as much copper from the Jer- were alarmed with the cry of fire, 

ky$, as will fumiih us with as many which we fuppofed was on board our 

field-pieces as we can with to employ. 9 fhip, but upon getting upon deck, we 

ExtraS of a Utter from where Norfolk beheld the moft mocking and terrify- 

ftood, dated March 5, 1776, brought ing fcenethat can be conceived. The 

by m *veffei *witb paffengtrs on board Swift tranfport, in a blaze of fire, 

to Greenock. bearing down upon our fhip ; as me 

* Great troubles are breaking out was clofe hauled upon the wind, there 
in Georgia and North Carolina. The appeared not the lead probability of 
Indians are beginning to grow trouble- avoiding her. We are now under 
fome in the back pans of Virginia, way, and the pilot will not wait to 
and to the northward. Some coun- give you further particulars ; we ex- 
ties in New York government have peel to be at Plymouth to-morrow, 
deferted the Congrefc, and I fuppofe Lieutenant Bernard, fon of Sir Francis 
there will be fome warm work this Bernard, and Enfign Bennet and five 
fummer. Five or Hx regiments have men were loft.' 

been fet in motion in this province. Bo/on, March 1. Nothing material 

We had a friendly vifit at Norfolk happened. Everything as before, 

from a body of fhirtmen ; they came N r k ^ ^ % Thc ^ 
down, as it was laid, to protect the 

people and their property, but they Montego Bay, (Jamaica) Feb. 16. 

plundered the town, fet fire to it, as T hc French have at Cape Francois, 

well as feveral places near it, and alfo ™* e m ™ of war of the line of battle, 

threatened the people of Norfolk and {lx frigates and fix thoufand troops. 

Princefs Anne counties to burn them 0ur governor is alarmed at this great 

out, and drive off their ftock and ne- force ' and has ^^ the Great Coun- 

groes, if they did not move further c* 1 of the ifland, to advife whether 

Pack.* he mail proclaim martial law. 

Extras of a Utter from Virginia, Lifbon, April 2. The Hancock and 

March 6. Adams, Capt. — , arrived here from 

* An exprefs is jufl arrived from Philadelphia with a very valuable cargo 
Crofs Creek, with an account of 2000 to the Portuguefe ; fine wheat and other 
Highlanders, from Cape Fare, join- produce of that country ; the whole 
ing Governor Martin, with his force, very acceptable at this time at Lifbon, 
confiding of about 3000, from the they being in want of corn. The 
back of Virginia ; this junction has ' Captain declared that the Americans 
been long expected, and we are in- were determined to open a trade 
formed they have had a fkirmifh or with every other power in Europe, 
two, the particulars of which are not excepting England ; with them they 
come to hand.' would never trade till they were left 
Extratf of a Utter from N. Vigors, Efq\ in quiet poftefTion of their full rights 

Capt* of the 2t)tb regiment, on board and liberties, according to the char- 

the Lord Have tranfport, Portland ters granted and confirmed to them. 



.Read, March 21. 
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Portfmoutb 9 April 2$. Arrived here the fir£ dlvifion of the Hefllans from 
Germany. 
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Allen, Ethan madeprifoner 
put«n Irons 



51 

108 
brought to England, his conduft cen- 
fured in America _— j 2 p, 

Arnold, Colonel, marches for Quebec 51, 

*°9j 355 

arrives before Quebec 129, 130 

*35 

368 

99 

102 

75 
119 

50 
149 



1 aflifted by the Canadians 

■ attacks Quebec — 

1 ' Letter from him — 

Articles of Confederacy propofed 

- — rejected 

Aflbciation of Maryland — 

Abingdon, Earl of, his letter 

Afts of MarTachufetts Aflembly 

Aft for fitting outarmet^ Veflels - 

Aft forbidding Correfpondence with the 



Britirti Miniftry 
Aft,Tqry 
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221 

56 

339 
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Addreffes to General Gage 
' ■■■ ' ■ from feveral Towns 
Army. See War 

American Veflels taken «— - 
' Army re-enfilf 

B 

Buft, the King's, at Montreal, blackened 144 
Botetourt, Freeholders of t their Induc- 
tions — — — 174 

Bofton, State of 180 

.- Women and Children turned out, 229 

others refued — — • — 231 
■ Price current there ■■ ■ 2?o 



See Plowed-hill, Cobble-hill, Letchmere 
Point. 
— — ■ diftrefs at — - — 231 

ftatc of Army before £38, 344 

— — — Tranfports for. See Tranfports 

— — - - Houfes taken down for Fuel, and 

various particulars 341, 347, 353, 361 

- evacuated — _ 3 7 1 

202 

156 

22<J 
367 
36S 



Blacket, Sir W. his Letter 

Brooks, Mr. committed — * 

Barbadoes, fire there — — . 

— — — — in diftrefs for Provifions 
Brunfwickers fail .. 

Budgets, Lard North's and Lord Godolphin's 

326 



Bank Account with Exchequer 336 

Berks, Petiticn from » 334 

Bermuda, Powder taken there , 34S 

Briflol, Dickenfon brought there 361 

Burgoyne, General fails 365, 366 

Congrcfs, Speech in — . 35 

Account of the Skirmim near St. 

John's 1 . 106 

— — fend Field Deputies to the Camp 

at Cambridge — — no, 17ft 

— Resolutions of 121,178,344,351 

— Anfwer to the King's Proclamation. 

146 
• publim feveral intercepted Letters 215 



- treat with the Indians 
. Tory Aft - 

■ Eftimatcs laid before 
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221 

33* 
37 
3* 
5* 
61 

99 
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90 

122 



Colonies, importance of .them 
Cudjoe Captain, Treaty with 
Garden, Major, killed — 

Convention of Virginia - . ■ ■ 

Confederation, Articles of, propofed 
' ■ rejected 

Counter-part - ■■ ■ ., 

Crumbly, Fort taken 1 

Canadians refufeto take Arms at the defire 

of the NohlefTe — 142 

Canada, various Particulars relative to 135 to 

146 
Computations. See War 
Cameron, Allen, taken — 21$ 

Connelly, John, taken 21S, hisLetter 221 
Cobble-hill, affair of — 229 

Cunningham; CjI, raifesaparty 2^7 

Comwallis, Earl, fails ■ 345 

Carletcn, Gen, his Scheme to raife the Siege 
of St. John's ~—^_— j^s, ioo> 

— repulfed — 126, 127, 143 
■■ ■ ■ goes to Montreal, and cfcapes to 
Quebec I2? 



■ various Particulars relate eto 130 &rc, 
■■ ■ near being made nriloner 33- 
— — repeatedly attempts to arm the Ca- 
nadians ■ 135, 136, 235 

Campbell, Lord William, takes refuge on 
board a King's Ship 104,111 

■ Committee's Letter to hirr, and his 
Anfwer ■ — j j t 

Church, 
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Church, Dr. put under arreft, and his Let- 

tcr . ' 156 

Carciii a, South, Governor of, attempts to 

TAiit the Indians, is difcovered, and flies 

©nbordaSnip — 104,111 

— tor; Jurmfton taken by the Militia 

of Carolina — — 105 

■■ Sutr oi the Province J 7 3 

m Auack expeded on Charleftown 

235, 360 

■ Party raifed by Col. Cunningham 

*37 
Carolina, North, flate of Affairs in no 

■ Governor Martin's Magazine dis- 
covered, and he files • 1 1 i 

* Treaty wiih the Back iettlers 1 12 

p Resolutions an ihL Governor's Con- 

duct — - — 163 

■ his Letters 163 and 164, and Pro- 
clamation 1 165 

> — Proceedings of Provincial Con- 
grefs of, and Addrefs to the Inhabitants 
of Britifh Empire — \ 7 1 ajid 172 

*— further Account of Proceedings oi 347 



Dunmore, Lord, deftroyi fome Guns near 

Norfolk in Virginia •— 109 

■ Lands at Hampton 175 

1 his Scheme for raifing an Army 219 

»■ his Speech to White Eyes zzi 

f 1 j his Proclamation emancipating the 
Negroes •— • — 176 

1 defeated - - 113,236 

■»■ take* %■ p " nri og- pr* fn fy ""» -Ndx • 

folk - 235 

1 his Letter to, and Anfwer from 

Prt-viiciai Congrefs — 357 

Dutch, beu Scouh Dutch 
Dilne ,Cpt. his Trial - 253 

Dume, Mr. treac cry oi his Servant * 361 
Diivcnlbn, V • fki,b'.oufcht into Briftol, In- 
tel, ij.er.ee b\ l.ir 361 Ic 365 
Dug^an, jr. hi? bMrmifh - 136 
Draytot , H*n, W H his Treaty with the 

Back bw-tilvrs - - 112 

» tus Declaration » ha 
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Effingham, Earl of, his Letter 
Ex pence. £e>' \s *>t 
Experts to Aminci 
E -i iu r !> on Geneia' Warren 
Eftimat'.'. ^ee V/ar _ * 
Exchequer Acccuni with Bank 
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308 

330 



Fiflier's Ifland, Sheep, 3c. taken from 41 

Flat-DOttome.-i B'^is at B fton - 109 

Franklin, Dr. his difmiflicTi from Poft- 

mafler, part of his Lelier to D", P, one 

of the Field Deputes to the Camp at 

Cambridge - - - Jio 
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Franklin, Dr. his Letters in 1754 18 r 

Field Deputies to the Camp at Cambridge 

110,178 
Fitz william, Earl, his Letter - 118 

Falmouth burned — - 124 

Franks, Mr, committed 145, releafed 146 
Franklin, Governor, his Speech to the A f- 
lcmbly of New Jerfey — 192, 



Georgia, Consrcfs, Proceedings of 5 

— — Letter to Governor John Hone 20 
— — Petition to the King 21 

— fikirmifh - - * 369 
Gage, General, arrives in England 55 

— Addrtfies to him, before he left Bofton, 

56 

his Letter to Campbell and Symes 123 

Grievances of New England - 318 

Grieve, Mr. his Card - - 20Z 

Graves, Admiral, differs with General Howe 
230, return* 346 
Gafpee, taken * - 334 

Guards fent - - 366 

Gardiner** Ifland, Sheep taken from 41 



Halifax, State of - - 53 

Hanoverians wrecked on French Co aft 342 
Howe, Col. his- Force in Virginia 355 

Heffians arrive and fail - 371 

Hampton, Lord Dunmort lands at 175 

Hartley, Mr, his Letter to Hull >99"- 

Hutchinfon, Gov, his Letters 158 

Howe, Gen, his Proclamations 19c 

— differs with Admiral Graves 230 
mm ■ len4S tu JtJartutfoec toi Provifions 367 

— lea.es Bofton 371, appointed a Com- 
mifliener , - - 37^ 

■ Lord, appointed Commander of the 
Fleet - 346 

1 appointed Commiftioner 311, fails 

371 



Jamaica, Treaty with Negroes of 38 

Jfle au Noix, Skirmifh near 51, 106 

Indians, attempts. to raife rhem in Carolina 

104, ro8 
__ _— — in Canada 105, 137, 221 



King's Buft at (Montreal blackened 144 

- ... ■ 1 Proclamations for Encouragement of 

Seamen - - 196 

Diftribution of Prizes 196 

Kearfly,Dr, committed * j$6 



Lee, Gen, his friendly Addrefs 23 

— — his Letter to General Burgoyne 231 

■ ' arrives 
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tee, Gen, arrives at Rhode-Mand,and impofea 
an Oath upon the Inhabitants 23 7 

Letters intercepted, publiflied by the Con- 

grefs - - - 215 

Leinfter, Duke of, his Letter ^ - X17 
Lord Lieutenants, Letter from Privy-council 
to - - »99 

/ Letchmere Point, Aftair of - 229 

Light-houfe repaired - - 2 30 

London, Petition from - 333 

Lilbon, American Veffel there 37° 

M 

Montgomery, General, at Ticonderago J05 

_ his Army - J08 

^ befieg-s St. John's ibid 

, takes Chambly - *" 

_ — his Later to General Wash- 
ington - " I2 5 

, takes St. John's I; 6 

. takes Montreal 

. « clothes his Troops 

11 appears before Quebec 

. his Letter to Gen, Carleton 315 

killed '- - 316 

Maier. s, Mr. his ConduA with refpecl to 
the Quebec Aft explained - 27 

Macartney, Capt, his Letters to the Mayor 
o*" Nrriolk - - ' 

Maffachufet's Affembly, pafs Atfs 

Montreal, Skir nim near 

i. taken 

- King's Buft at, blackened 

1 Ships taken near 

Maryland, Affociation of 

Martial Law, Reflections on 

Mulgrave> Lanl, hi « T ■ « » » rn M a mriflU 

Manchefter, Duke of, his Letter 
'Maclean. SeeCarleton 
Martin, Governor, obliged to fly in 

L his Letter, and Refolutions on his 

Conduct - . - 163 

_ other Letters 164, his Proclama- 
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New England, Grievances of 
Nottingham, Petitions from 
New Jerfey, raife Troops 

■ Affembly meet 
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Miller's Hill, Affair of - 

Memorial of Weft India Merchants 
Martinico, American Veffcls taken at _ 
_ Englifb Frigate attempts to fearch 

a Veffel there - - 354 

Montagu, Admiral, appointed 346, fails 365, 

366 
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Negroes, Treaty with thofe of Jamaica 3 8 
,. Lord Dunmore's Proclamation re- 
lative to - - 176 
New York, Lord Stirling comes there 148 
Nova Scotia, See Halifax j 
Navy. See War 
Nobleffe of Canada, try to arm their Te- 
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New Hampshire, apply to the Congrefs for 

a Government - - 14* 

Newport, Sheep and Cattle taken there 180 

— fired upon -* - 229 
Nantucket, Provifions fent there 354 
New-york,Capt» Vandeput's Letters to the 

Mayor of - * - 40 
Governor Tryon's 54,177,233 

■ . Affembly diffolved " 235 
^— State of - 238, 343 
*• two French Gentlemen arrive 

there 347, at Philadelphia 364 

■ Addrefs to the Women of 351 
Norfolk, Capt. Macartney's Letters to the 

Mayor of - « 42 

■ Refolves of - - 45 
' Guns there deftroyed by Lord Dun- 
more - - - no 

— Lord Dunmore defeated near 223, 236 
, burned • - 356 

Newcaftle, Petition from - 203 



Portland, Duke of, his Letter - 116 

Pitt, Lord arrives in England - 5 r 

— near being made Prifoner - 135 

Planters, Weft India, their Refolutions and 

Petition - * - io» 
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— — — — — Vote* ot AilfcmMy of 241 
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